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Clearing the smoke on gun control
Controlling weapons doesn’t mean the end of freedom

“There is almost  
a down-the-middle 

split when it comes to 
opinions on guns.”

Editorial illustration by Eddie Arcilla

WHETHER IT’S AS FAR away as Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, a little closer 
like a movie theater in Colorado or right 
here at home—from gun scares at Arden 
Mall to officers being shot in our own 
backyard—a gun getting into the wrong 
hands and being used to cause chaos is 
something that’s simply happening too 
much lately. 

With 
the entire 

nation 
wonder-
ing what 
the Obama 
Admin-

istration 
will ultimately do to fight the misuse of 
guns, one thing is clear: There is almost a 
down-the-middle split when it comes to 
opinions on guns. 

On one hand, there’s the pro-gun 
crowd, those who feel the government is 
infringing on their rights by regulating 
gun ownership. These folks feel that guns 
should be used for protection, hunting, 
and that if everyone has a gun, things like 
the Aurora, Colo., theater shooting would 

result in a fewer deaths because a gun-
man like James Holmes could be stopped 
with another gun. 

But for those of us on the other 
side of the spectrum, controlling guns 
is simply a way to help protect the 
innocent, especially the children of 
our nation. It isn’t about infringing 
on the rights of the people who like 
to shoot animals for sport or hide a 
handgun under their pillow 

for 
protection from late-
night intruders. 

It’s about regula-
tion. Of course, there 

will never be one be-all-
end-all solution to this problem, but by 
improving the mental healthcare system, 
lowering the ability of criminal-minded 
members of society obtaining weapons 
by requiring background checks, and 
making it harder to obtain unnecessarily 
powerful weapons and high amounts of 
ammunition by simply logging onto an 
Internet site, we decrease the likelihood 
of shooting massacres.

Even if everything in Obama’s plan 
passes, it won’t keep guns off the streets. 
If someone truly wants to cause destruc-
tion, there will still be ways of doing so, but 
in the long run, if we continue to fight for 
more control, it’ll help keep everyone safer. 
In addition to Obama’s legislation, it’s going 
to take better education, higher levels of 
security and overall better preparation for 
these types of events. 

The thing some people seem to forget 
is that James Holmes, Adam Lanza, and 
Seung-Hui Cho were not criminals. They 
were everyday citizens like you and me 
who happened to have undiagnosed or 
uncontrolled mental health issues and 
access to powerful weapons. 

Recently, according to Fox 40, there 
was a gunman spotted near Mark Twain 
Elementary School in Sacramento, and the 
school failed to go into a lockdown status. 
These are the types of mistakes that cause 
disaster. Requiring hour-long airport-like 
check-ins for first graders probably isn’t 

necessary, but there are plenty of simple 
steps that can be taken to help prevent 
tragedies like the Sandy Hook elementary 
shooting. Following standard procedures 
even in the case of a false alarm is the first 
step in that process. 

For now, one thing is for sure. It’s 
pertinent that something be accom-
plished to prevent these tragedies in the 
future. It’s going to take the entire nation 
working together and a whole list of solu-
tions being put into action, but if the peo-
ple who are opposing this new legislation 
would realize that it isn’t about taking 
away Second Amendment rights, we can 
certainly move in the right direction to 
help ensure the safety of the innocent.

WHETHER IT’S AS FAR away as Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, a little closer 
like a movie theater in Colorado or right 
here at home—from gun scares at Arden 
Mall to officers being shot in our own 
backyard—a gun getting into the wrong 
hands and being used to cause chaos is 
something that’s simply happening too 
much lately. 

CITY TALK
Callib Carver // Photographer
callibcarver.express@gmail.com

With the recent rise in public shoot-
ings, the Obama administration is under 
pressure to find a solution to yet another 
problem in our country. Is the prob-
lem with the guns, though? Or is it the 
people? We asked people how the Obama 
administration should handle the issue.

Deboarah May, 23 // Psychology
“ By limiting easy access to assault weapons. 
No matter what you can’t completely secure 
guns though.”

Dwight Bray, 29 // Communication
“ They should increase regulations and better 
educate law enforcment. Crime will always 
exist no matter what.”

Frank Anderson, 38 // Psychology
“ To me it wouldn’t matter. You’ll always be 
able to get a gun, but it’d be nice to elimate 
some of them.”

Sarah London, 20 // Public Relations
“ I don’t know, I’m not big on gun control. I 

think they should work more on the people in 
these situations.”

Mathew Wood, 29 // Elementary Study
“ I believe the elected officials are puppets and 

pushing another agenda that Obama doesn’t 
know about, maybe he does though.”

FRESH ONLINE

@saccityexpress

Photo of the Day
Yoki, the Bearded Dragon, has been a pet 
in the Lillard Hall stockroom for the past 
five years in room L111.

Photo of the Day
Arturo Sing, student assistant to City 
College Ceramics lab, recently produced a 
representation of a pre-Colombian warrior.

Todd Kerrin
“ I’d rather have a house than this 
phone. Can @saccityexpress start a 
hash tag for that? #hobowithaphone”

 Evan E. Duran // evaneduran@gmail.com  Tony Wallin // wallintony@yahoo.com 
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A King of a chancellor
Chancellor Brian King takes leadership of Los Rios Community College District

Teri Barth
News Editor // express.teri.barth@gmail.com

DR. BRIAN KING, FORMER Cabrillo 
College president, took his seat Feb. 1 as 
the new chancellor of the Los Rios Com-
munity College District, replacing Chan-
cellor Brice Harris who retired in May. 

City College President Dr. Kathryn E. 
Jeffery welcomed King to the district at 
the Jan. 18 campus convocation.

“I believe we’ve all come back [this 
semester] filled with hope and high ex-
pectations for our college to have critical 
impact on the lives of our students, our 
community, our state and our world,” 

said Jeffery. “We also begin a new era of 
leadership for the Los Rios Community 
College District with the beginning of the 
spring semester.”

Los Rios Board Trustee Pamela 
Haynes expressed confidence at convo-
cation in King’s leadership, saying that 
the chancellor will be a good fit for the 
district.  

“We on the board feel so fortunate 
to have found someone so capable and 

caring to carry on the leadership of 
our exceptional district,” said Haynes. 
“The truth is we are an exceptional 
district because of our exceptional 
people.”

Harris retired as the Los Rios 
district chancellor after serving 
almost 16 years in the position and 
was named in September as chancel-
lor of all 112 California community 
colleges. He began his new duties in 
November, according to the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s 
Office.

At convocation King commended 
the work of Harris and his team. 
“When you think about the task that I 
have, when you follow an outstanding 
chancellor like Brice Harris, it’s a very 
formidable task,” he said.

Since 2004, King served as presi-
dent of Cabrillo College in Aptos near 
Santa Cruz. Before that he served as 
vice president of administration and 
business at Ozark Technical Com-
munity College in Springfield, Mo., 
where he previously taught business 
law and government. He holds a juris 
doctorate and was a practicing attorney 
in Kansas City, Mo., according to his cur-
riculum vitae.

Lonnie Hill, a 22-year-old City Col-
lege business major, said he was aware of 
the new chancellor but not about King’s 
plans for the district. 

 “I already like what’s going on at 
the school,” said Hill. “I just hope that 
it stays like this. It shows that all the 
professors are doing what they have to 
do and that we’re getting the knowledge 

we’re supposed to be receiving right now, 
honestly.” 

King acknowledged the need to 
come together as a district to better 
serve students. He said that at top of 
his list of tasks is getting to know Los 
Rios students, faculty and staff through 
storytelling.

“It is so important in my role as your 
chancellor to hear your stories,” said 
King. “And sharing your stories is very 
helpful for me to get the sense of what 

Sac City is all about and what makes it 
unique. 

“Sharing the Sacramento City College 
story as your new chancellor, hearing 
your stories and learning more about 
you and your college is one of the most 
important things I can do in the coming 
weeks and months.”

For more City College news, visit   
www.saccityexpress.com

The writing is on the wall
Campus police confirm graffiti on City College property is a crime, as well as a problem

Teri Barth
News Editor //express.teri.barth@gmail.com 

VANDALS HAVE STRUCK AT City College, marking 
several places with graffiti around campus since the 
beginning of the semester. 

City College campus police officer Christian Keister 
said graffiti continues to be an issue. 

“It’s kind of such a huge problem here at City Col-
lege that it’s hard to keep up on,” said Keister. 

“At City we have a much bigger problem with it 
than say American River College and CRC, so it’s easier 

for the operations and custodians [there] to stay on top 
of it. ...It’s such a prevalent problem here that often 
times it isn’t even really reported to us.” 

City College communications major Lawrence 
Bahrs, 20, said he probably would not report any graffiti 
since he would assume that operations is already aware 
of it. 

“I don’t really see any [graffiti] around here 
[campus]. It’s more along the lines of the graffiti in the 
bathrooms,” said Bahrs. “If I do see any, I kind of feel 
saddened by it because they [vandals] feel the need to 
decimate property.”

However, Scott Stevens, a 21-year-old City College 
psychology major, said he would speak up. 

“I think it’s a shame that people feel the need to 
graffiti and vandalize property,” said Stevens. “I haven’t 
really noticed any, but I’ll keep an eye out for it. If I did 
see any, I’d probably go to the counselors office or police 
department to report it.”

According to Keister, it is always a good idea to re-

port graffiti to campus police since rival gangs often use 
graffiti to communicate messages between one another. 

“We are smack in the territory of two of the largest 
and most established gangs in Sacramento,” said Keis-
ter. “The biggest things that we want to determine [is] 
whether [graffiti is] gang-related or not because there 
is a big difference between just the basic taggers and 
the people who are actually tagging our school as gang 
territory.” 

But not all gang-related graffiti are indicative of 
rivalry, Keister said. In fact, not all graffiti is even 
gang-related—people with no gang affiliation tag the 
campus, too. 

“There’s really not a lot of rhyme or reason to it, 
especially with the taggers,” Keister said. “They just do 
it to do it.”

Regardless, graffiti in any form is a crime, Keister 
emphasized, and that trumps the intention, whether 
it’s “art” or not.

And just as vandals can vary, the consequences of 
vandalism can vary as well. 

“Generally, [graffiti is] considered a misdemeanor,” 
said Keister. “If it is proven to be gang-related, it can 
lead to other things… but, generally, it would be a 
misdemeanor crime of vandalism, which could [result in 
issuing] a citation. If it’s a felony, they could go to jail.”

For more City College news, visit 
www.saccityexpress.com

“We on the board feel so 
fortunate to have found some-
one so capable and caring to 
carry on the leadership of our 
exceptional district.”

–Pamela Haynes 
LOS RIOS BOARD TRUSTEE

“There’s really not a lot of rhyme or 
reason to it, especially with the tag-
gers.”

–Christian Keister 
CITY COLLEGE POLICE OFFICER

Teri Barth | express.teri.barth@gmail.com

This graffiti was recently discovered on a light post along the sidewalk 
behind the Child Development Center. Graffiti is not uncommon at City 
College. 

Trevon Johnson/trejohn12@gmail.com

Los Rios Community College District Chancellor Brian King introduces himself to returning students and staff at  
convocation. 

Cold 
opening

Los Rios District 
appoints new
chancellor

Figuratively 
showing

First theft of
the semester

 hot off the press at  
 saccityexpress.com 
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“The Hobbit” parody gets laughs

City College’s City Films debuted its latest 
creation, “The Bobbit: An Unexpected Budget,”  a 
parody of the trailer for feature film, “The Hobbit” 
starring City College Vice President of Adminis-
trative Services Bob Martinelli and City College 
President Kathryn Jeffery. 

The film’s debut was met with laughter, 
cheers and a round of applause from faculty, staff 
and students in attendance at this semester’s 
convocation where the film was shown for the 
first time.

The film was created and produced by Theatre 
Arts and Film professor Robert Gore’s filmmaking 
projects (TA 332) class last semester and accord-
ing to Gore, was completed just days before its 
debut. 

Gore says that he’s extremely happy with the 
feedback he’s gotten so far.

“I was pleased we got the response we were 
hoping to get,” says Gore. “We were hoping every-
one would be surprised to see Kathryn [Jeffery] 
and Bob [Martinelli] in it. We got the applause 
and laughter in all the right places. I think it was 
100 percent a success. I think the people who 
knew about the film were surprised with the qual-
ity of the film.”

Gore says that the film class returned to City 
College after being cut a couple years ago due to 
budget reasons. Part of the goal with this film, 
he says, was to help gain interest and exposure 
for the class so that district officials will see the 
importance of these types of classes. 

“We are looking at making a sequel and pos-
sibly working with the music department,” says 
Gore. “We’ve done that in the past. We may also 
collaborate with the [school’s] animation pro-
gram, which is run by Patrick Crandley.”

Martinelli, who played the role of Baggins in 
the film, says he enjoyed the experience—even 
if he’s not planning to switch his profession any-
time soon—and was pleased to see that others 
did as well. 

“I’m certainly not going to quit my day job 
for a career in film,” says Martinelli. “I thought 
the class did a very fine job of using technology to 
produce a film parody that was quite entertain-
ing given the ongoing budget crisis in California. 

It was a great example of working together on a 
project to promote student success.”  

Gore added that approximately 20 students 
worked on the film. 

Film major Tyler Adams was essential in the 
film-making process and says he spent countless 
hours working on the massive amount of com-
puter graphic effects that went into the making of 
the film.

“It was fun to challenge myself,” says Adams, 
who finished the film over the winter break.

Adams was unable to attend the convocation 
debut but said he was happy with the response 
the film received. 

“I was ecstatic when Rob was telling me 
how people reacted,” says Adams. “I was just so 
excited.” 

In total, Gore and Adams said it took over 
200 hours to make the two minute and 51 second 
film. 

In addition to Jeffery and Martinelli, the film 
also features Gore, Theatre Arts and Film assis-
tant professor Nathan Schemel, Vice President of 
Instructional Services Mary Turner and campus 
custodians Harry Outlaw and Gerald Pair.  

Stay tuned to the Express for more on this 
film and other projects from the City College 
Theatre Arts and Film Department. 

Daniel Wilson//Editor-in-Chief

daniel.wilson8504@yahoo.com

“I was pleased we got the response 
we were hoping to get. We were 
hoping everyone would be surprised 
to see Kathryn Jeffery and Bob Mar-
tinelli in it. We got the applause and 
laughter in all the right places.”

—Robert Gore
FILMMAKING PROFESSOR

Bob Martinelli stars in a “Hobbit” film parody produced by the City College Film-Making projects class. 

Info box
To see the film, go to www.saccityexpress.* 

com?the-bobbit-an-unexpected-nudget-
video.
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Film class debuts “The Bobbit: An Unexpected Budget” at convocation

  

Get your story published in 
the Express. Send us a story 
of the craziest, weirdest or 
most bizarre thing that has 
ever happened to you on the 
City College campus. If your 
story is picked, it could be-
come immortalized in Express 
print history. 

Tell us what is happening to 
you on campus! 

Send your story as a word  
document attachment to the-
express.scc@gmail.com by 
Friday, Feb. 15, along with 
your name, major and an 
email address and/or phone 
number where you can be 
reached for a chance of being 
published.

Please note that your story 
will be subject to edits for 
grammar, spelling, language 
and formatting. 



This guy gives back to City College students
Lauren Kunis
Staff Writer // lkunis@yahoo.com

When someone says, “school 
nurse,” the mind conjures a picture of 
that older woman who placed a Band-Aid 
on a scraped knee and handed out suck-
ers. One Sacramento City College nurse 
does not fit that vision.

One member of the City College 
nursing staff goes beyond just his school 
nurse occupation to make time for what 
makes him feel good. Whether it’s vol-
unteering, coaching basketball, or giving 
back to the community with his own non-
profit organization, Jeffery Christian, 43, 
is a role model in every way to his family 
and his students.

“That’s what I love about nursing. It’s 
such a diverse job,” says Christian, who has 
worked at City College for six years. “You 
never know what you’re going to get.”

A basketball scholarship landed 
Christian at the University of San Fran-
cisco where he graduated in 1992. He 
went on to receive his master’s in nursin 
from California State University Sacra-
mento. Before Christian was a nurse he 
had goals of another profession.

“I originally wanted to be a physical 
therapist but USF didn’t have that major,” 
says Christian.

So, Christian turned to something 
that encompassed more of his giving and 
caring mentality: nursing. His mother, 
also being a nurse, has a major impact on 
the way Christian leads his life.

“She always displayed those char-
acteristics of someone who’s nurturing, 

compassionate and loving,” says Christian. 
“I would say she’s my biggest influence.”

Christian also started and ran the 
Children Deserve the Best Foundation, his 
own non-profit organization which helps 
support underprivileged children in the 
Del Paso Heights area, and Compton, Calif.

Odyssey Teams, another one of his 
three jobs, Christian extend his helping 
hands to people into 21 different coun-
tries, and Fortune 100 companies where 
he works as a team-building leadership 
facilitator.

Ruth Welland, a former student at 
SCC, kept in contact with Christian even 
after moving on from City College.

“Whether he’s speaking to his students, 
an audience or his basketballs teams, Jeff is 
enthusiastic and always inspiring them to 
be better,” says Welland. “Being nearly 7 feet 
tall, he [has] every bit as much personality 
as he [does] height. I feel so fortunate to 
be his friend.” Christian’s love of basketball 
keeps him coaching high school basketball. 
He coached at Davis High for 10 years and 
for the last five years, has been coaching at 
Vacaville High School. 

To add to his other two jobs, for the 
last two years Christian has coached and 
traveled with the girls’ basketball team as 
well. Christian wants to inspire his stu-
dents and players so they will be success-

ful after moving on into their adult lives.
“I love to help people and love the feel-

ing you get when you know you’re making a 
difference in people’s lives,” says Christian. 
“It always comes right back to you.”

Wendy Gomez is a nurse who works 
closely with Christian in the Health Ser-
vices Department. They worked together 
at UC Davis, and now they make up the 
entire nursing staff at City College.

“Jeff is an incredible nurse,” says 
Gomez. “He goes above and beyond to as-
sure that the students at SCC are healthy 
both physically and mentally. He is always 
looking for new and different ways to use 
his nursing knowledge to help others.”

Gomez and Christian are both grate-
ful to be nurses for City College.

“Just to come here and see students 
trying to take the next steps in their lives, 
we feel so fortunate to be part of this 
campus,” says Christian.

He tries to positively influence every 
student he comes into contact with. He 
tells his students to take care of them-
selves by doing things that makes them 
happy. Christian says he’s lucky to have 
found something that makes him happy, 
and it is a plus that it is helping people.

“I’m selfish,” says Christian. “I like to 
help other people, but I love to help my-
self. It’s important to learn to take care of 
yourself and do things that make you feel 
good. It’s great when those things that 
make you feel good, actually get to help 
other people at the same time.” 

I need more than Google Earth to know where I’m going.

Join us for help with at least 
two of life’s three pressing 

issues as we study the Bible.

info@citychurchsac.org
www.citychurchsac.org

I want a 
championship 

before I graduate!

He chose to make a difference. Chose to get a degree.  
To learn new skills.  And it was all made possible by the  
National Guard. 

THIS MOMENT BEGAN 
WITH A CHOICE.

Contact Sergeant Kevin Arrick at 916. 261. 1529
1-800-GO-GUARD
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Vacaville High School  assistant basketball coach Jeff christian, has also been helping sick and injured  
students working as a nurse on campus for the past six years.         

 t.William Wallin | wallintony@yahoo.com 



With the sound of athletic tape unravel-
ing, bags of ice sloshing and the low buzz of the 
whirlpool engines, City College’s athletic room 
is run by a team of highly qualified trainers. In 
charge of this team is a man who wishes to bring 
coaches and trainers to an understanding of heal-
ing athletes as fast as possible.

As City College’s head trainer, Jude Temple, 
42, has been working at City College for nearly 

four years. It does not seem like a normal day 
unless he cracks a joke or two. While caring for 
athletes, he carries a lighthearted attitude, which 
seems to infect everyone who lays eyes upon his 
rosy smile.

Temple sees anywhere from 75-100 athletes 
throughout a day and attends many City College 
games such as baseball, soccer, and, perhaps, 
most importantly, football. 

Temple says his favorite aspect of the job is 
“getting athletes healthier faster and the preven-
tion of future injuries.” 

At the age of 24 he was a student at City 
College and suffered a blown out Achilles tendon 
while on the track team. Prior to his injury, he 
was a helicopter pilot for the military and was no 
longer eligible to be a pilot. Frustrated at the lack 
of care to his injury, Temple decided to go into 
sports medicine. 

Even though his dream job is to build bridg-
es and continue in the engineering field, he felt 

drawn to sports medicine and did not want what 
happened to him to happen to another student 
at City College. 

His devotion to sports medicine is unques-
tionable. Temple wishes to spread his wealth of 
knowledge, continue to grow as a trainer and 
eventually work a regular schedule. 

Trainer Nick Rodriguez says Temple does 
everything possible to help student athletes get 
back on the field, court or track. 

“Jude is a good guy with a sense of humor to 
match,” says Rodriguez.

His inspiration to get up every morning 
is his family, Temple says. With his 6-year-old 
daughter Katelyn, 4-year-old daughter Emma 
and wife Wendy, he says he has all the motiva-
tion he needs.

Frustrated at times, Temple says he hopes to 
get coaches to work more fully with trainers. 

“Some coaches seem to focus on the short-
term benefits of having an athlete play with an 
injury rather than the long-term effects of the 
athletes’ careers,” says Temple. 

When it comes to student-athletes, Temple 
says they should focus on finishing school and 
receiving their education.

“Seven out of 10 people who have a degree 
are not in the field of work their degree is in,” 
says Temple. “If I could give a student one solid 
piece of advice, it would be finish school and get 
a degree.” 

Brian Rawlins, one of Temple’s former rugby 
players, says Temple is a giving person, not only 
when it comes to training.

 “Jude is the guy that will give you the shirt 
off his back,” says Rawlins. “He was not only the 
best coach I’ve ever had, but he has become one 
of my closest friends.”

Many athletes have walked through the 
training room doors and benefited from the 
time, effort and dedication that Jude Temple and 
his team have put forth.

Ice baths and ankle wraps
Trainer Jude Temple does his best to keep City College athletes healthy

Jack Newcomb
Guest Writer 
 jacknewcomb@
hotmail.com

“Jude is the guy that will give you the shirt off his back. 
He was not only the best coach I’ve ever had, but he has 
become one of my closest friends.”

–Brian Rawlins
FRIend oF Jude Temple

Jude Temple, City College head athletic trainer, stretches maxx pacheco, an injured track and football player, in the training room.

CitY CoLLeGe
GAMe stAts
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CollEgE

SoFTBAll
VS. IMPERIAl VAllEy 
CollEgE

SoFTBAll
VS. CollEgE oF THE 
dESERT

21-0 11-39-0 16-8

ready, set, hIke! Get the latest game updates, schedules & exclusive interviews at saccityexpress.com

 Raionna nasmyth | Raionnadymond@gmail 
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Upcoming SportS 
SchedUle
BASeBAll:
vS FreSno city college @ Union 
StAdiUm
Feb.1 and 2

vS chABot college @ chABot (5th) 
And @ Union StAdiUm (8th)
Feb. 5 and 8
vS BUtte college @ BUtte (14th And 
16th) And @ Union StAdiUm (15th)
Feb. 14  15 and 16

SoFtBAll: 
vS yUBA college @ Scc
Feb. 9
vS college oF redwoodS @ Scc
Feb. 9

vS reedley college @Scc
Feb. 16

tenniS:
ShAStA college @ ShAStA
Feb. 1
vS ShAStA @ Scc
Feb. 12

trAcK And Field:
intrA SqUAd @ Scc
Feb. 8-9
                                                         

menS: rUn For the dreAm @ FreSno
Feb. 17-18
womenS:cSm mini meet @ SAn mAted
Feb. 22

Swimming:
Sprint meet @ loS poSitAS
Feb. 1
dvc invite @ diABlo vAlley
Feb. 8

nicholas Avila     
Sports Editor 
nicholas.avila.express@gmail.com

Most students enjoyed a winter 
break after the fall semester, but for the 
members of the City College Panthers’ 
basketball teams, there wasn’t much 
time to relax because both the men’s and 
women’s seasons were already under way.

The City College Panthers women’s 
team, led by Coach Devin Engebretsen, 
started out the 2012 season with losses 
in all of its first six contests. 

After the losses, however, the team 
won four of its next five games, including 
two with Lassen College. The team’s aver-
age margin of win during these games 
was more than 12 points. This strong 
pace, however, didn’t continue as it went 
into league play.

Next, the Panthers went 0-8 in 
league games, bringing their overall re-
cord to 4-15. Although the team’s record 
shows a lopsided win-to-loss margin, 19-
year-old criminal justice major Jacquelyn 
Conner-Hankins said she believes they 
have shown improvement. 

“We have matured a lot as a team and 
have grown to play with one another,” 
said Conner-Hankins. “One step at a time 
is how we take it, and eventually it will 
fall through for us, and we will be the 
team we know we can be.”

So far this season, the team has 
struggled to put up points as well as 
maintain control of the ball, while scoring 
the least with 47.6 points per game and 
committing the most turnovers with 28.4 
per game, more than any other team in 
the Big 8 conference, according to statis-
tics on the California Community College 
Athletic Association’s website. 

Samantha Gonzalez leads the team 
in points, averaging 7.9 per game.

Meanwhile, the men’s team, under 
coach Andrew Jones, has had trouble 
keeping its record above .500. The team 
started the year 2-1 before losing four of 
its next five games. 

The Panthers went on a two-game 
winning streak to bring its record to 5-5 
heading into its Big 8 league schedule. 
Since then it has gone 2-6 while falling 
into last place in the conference, with a 
record of 7-11. 

Getting the victories has been tough 
for the team, some players said, but the 
team has maintained the belief that it has 
potential on the floor.

“We’re sort of struggling right now, 
but we still continue to try and get better 
every day,” said D.J. McGee, 22, social 
science major.

Ryan Mastella and Patrick Lowman 
have been the scoring leaders of the 
team thus far, averaging 16.7 and 14.8 
per game, respectively according to the 
CCCAA Men’s Basketball website. Mas-
tella and Lowman are fourth and tenth 
in that category in the Big 8, respectively. 
Lowman also leads the Panthers in re-
bounding, while pulling down almost six 
rebounds per contest.

Mastella, 19, undecided major, said 
he believes the team hasn’t been able to 
get off to a strong start in games and that 
could be a key issue.

“We have been inconsistent and let 
teams get out to big leads on us early, 
which is hard to come back from,” said 
Mastella. “We are just in the process of 
putting all the pieces together.” 

now or never
Panthers’ basketball teams look to finish season ahead of the game

nicholas Avila
Sports Editor 
nicholas.avila.express@gmail.com

eighty-four years after it was 
built, Hughes Stadium received a boost 
this past year with numerous changes 
made to the historic structure. 

After Bond Measure M passed in 
2008, the school spent $13 million on 
new additions and repairs.

With the new features, school admin-
istrators reopened the doors to campus 
teams as well as high school football 
programs, such as those run by C. K. 
McClatchy High School and Christian 
Brothers High School.

“The high schools came back right 
away and played their home football 
games here. We anticipate that will 
continue,” said Mitch Campbell, City Col-
lege’s athletic director and dean.

After the renovation, City College 
administrators bid on the California 
Interscholastic Federation State High 
School Football bowls. City College 
wasn’t awarded the bid, but Campbell 
said the process had a positive out-
come, nonetheless. 

“We got tremendous reviews and 
accolades from the CIF people that made 

the site visits, so I hope we will be in the 
mix for those games in the future,” said 
Campbell.

Previously, the United Soccer League 
Pro Division had pledged to bring a team 
to Sacramento by 2014. Although the 
league has decided against that move for 
now, school officials say they still believe 
it may be a possibility.

 “We are still talking to the profes-
sional soccer team about them potentially 
using Hughes, and we’re ready for oth-
ers who think this will be a good fit for 
them,” said Campbell.

Warren Smith, founder of Sacra-
mento Professional Soccer, has entered 
into an “Exclusive Right to Negotiate” 
agreement with Sacramento City College 
about professional soccer matches held at 
Hughes Stadium, according to an online 

press release from the company.
The stadium’s football field also 

underwent a lot of change, with the 
inclusion of FieldTurf. This artificial turf 
is drastically different than the previ-
ous field. When it rained in the past, for 
example, the football team, played on a 
mud-filled field, but that is no longer an 
issue, Campbell said.

Other changes include an all-weather 
track and a new field area for events such 
as high jump and shot put.

Ronnie Floyd, 19-year-old sprinter 
on the Panthers track and field team, said 
he’s thrilled that the team can participate 
in meets in its home stadium in front of 
its own fans.

“[I’m] very excited to have the track 
meets at home. [There’s] nothing like be-
ing able to perform in front of your home 
crowd,” said Floyd, a social science major. 
“I love having the track back. It provides a 
different energy from last year.”

The stadium, likely, will stay packed 
with the return of high school football 
games, track and field meets, but college 
officials said the crowded schedule is a 
benefit.

 “It’s been fantastic. I can’t say 
enough good things about it,” said  
Campbell. 

Settling in for the long run
Athletes get acquainted with new and improved field at Hughes Stadium

“The high schools came back 
right away and played their 
home football games here. We 
anticipate that will continue,”

Mitch Campbell
City College’S deAn And AtHletiC direCtor

 by Joe hAll 

   joseph@srmma.com    

why doeS hooS 
AlwAyS loSe?

As the world turns, 
we see an ever- 
growing decrease in 
funding for college 
education. And a 
school’s decrease 
in funding simply 
means the students’ 
increase in tuition 
costs. In 2002, 
California voters 

allocated $265 million to Los Rios 
Community Colleges to be used for 
updated facilities, according to the CA 
Investment Advisory Commission: 
Proposition 39 authorizes bonds for 
repair, construction or replacement of 
school facilities and classrooms.”

The measure allowed for recent 
multi-million dollar renovations to 
City College, including a $13 mil-
lion dollar modernization of Hughes 
Stadium. City College has also spent 
millions on updated facilities, includ-
ing the Performing Arts Center and 
the Fischbacher Fine Arts Building. 

City College expects student-ath-
letes to enroll in a full load of classes 
to go along with their extensive train-
ing regimens, and school administra-
tors should reciprocate that level of 
investment to all its team members.

If you’ve been to a water polo 
game recently, however, you’d see that 
lack of reciprocation in the tiny broken 
pixels of the Hoos Pool scoreboard. If 
the school asks so much from these 
players, then it is also the school’s 
responsibility to make sure that all 
sports teams under the umbrella of 
Panther pride (and school funding) 
have the facilities to compete on the 
same level as the opponents they are 
working so hard to defeat. 

The college should at least provide 
a scoreboard that fans can clearly read.

The analog scoreboard system at 
Hoos Pool is despicable, especially con-
sidering it’s too corroded to function 
properly. A new system for the facility 
would cost mere thousands of dollars, 
pocket change relative to the millions 
spent elsewhere on campus. One water 
polo team source, who wanted to 
remain anonymous, indicated that the 
value of an updated scoreboard was 
more than aesthetically pleasing—it 
would show that City College is just 
as invested in the student-athletes as 
they are invested in the school.

Other facilities are winning the 
funding war, why should Hoos have 
to lose? 

The college should at least 
provide a scoreboard that 
fans can clearly read.

inSide Scoop need more news? Want to stay up-to-date with campus happenings? get more information and exclusive content at saccityexpress.com. 
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Jessica Rine 
Features Editor // jessicarineexpress@gmail.com

THE CAMPUS THEATER ISN’T JUST 
FOR SCHOOL plays and band perfor-
mances anymore. The new Performing 
Arts Center at Sacramento City College is 
attracting outside interest from enter-
tainers and promoters looking for a spot 
to book shows.  

And with 612 seats, a full thrust 
stage, an orchestra pit and new sound 
and lighting equipment, many are 
finding the Performing Arts Center to 
be an ideal venue—even as the school 
continues to work out a few technical 
kinks and complications. 

“[The artists] are looking for a certain 
type of venue,” says campus operations 
supervisor Brenda Buckner, who works 
with those off-campus seeking to rent 
any campus facility, including the Per-
forming Arts Center. 

A grand opening ceremony was held 
in October when the Performing Arts 
Center reopened. People were invited to 
the public event to see the new facility. 

Beyond the information given at 
the grand opening, however, City Col-
lege has not promoted the rental of 
the Performing Arts Center. Outside 
companies like SBL Entertainment, 
which promotes and produces shows in 
Sacramento and throughout the Pacific 
Northwest, have found the Performing 
Arts Center anyway. 

Elliot Prestwich, media and market-
ing manager for SBL Entertainment, says 
his company’s found the venue to be a 
great location for some of the shows SBL 
Entertainment promotes. 

In the coming months, the Perform-
ing Arts Center will host several con-
certs in addition to student theater and 
music performances. SBL Entertainment 
put singer/songwriter Shawn Colvin 
on the stage Jan. 27, and other shows 
slated for the new venue include blues 
singer Dr. John and “American Idol” 
winner Kris Allen. 

Shawn Colvin’s concert was subject 
to a few complications. According to SBL 
Entertainment, Colvin did not have tech-
nical equipment prepared for her sound 
check, resulting in a delay of her concert. 
Concert attendees had to wait in the 
cold for the doors to open, and some left 
without seeing the concert. SBL Enter-
tainment will be issuing refunds to those 
who left, Prestwich says.

As new and technically advanced as 
the Performing Arts Center is, Shawn 
Weinsheink, professor of design and 
technology for theater, says they are 
still installing new equipment. As such 
the performance space may be ready for 
student use, but the Public Information 
Office is not promoting its availability as 
a performance venue as of now. 

“The information to rent is out 
there,” says campus public relations tech-
nician Crystal Lee. “But we don’t publi-
cize the availability.” 

There’s a reason for that. The Per-
forming Arts Center is still too new to 
be actively inviting outside performers 
to rent the facility, says Amanda Davis, 
public information officer at  

City College. 
“I’m not sure we ready to really 

advertise the Performing Arts Center to 
promoters as a performance space,” says 
Davis. “We are still looking at the compo-
nents of what that means for us.” 

Show promoters are looking to the 
Performing Arts Center as a performance 
venue that is close to downtown, relative-
ly affordable and can handle the technical 
aspects of their shows. 

“In [the] downtown area we are in, 
the Performing Arts Center is the one of 
the only places that is big and fairly af-
fordable,” says Davis. 

“[The renters] are not paying what 
renting this venue should cost,” agrees 
Weinsheink. “People get a deal.” 

The Performing Arts Center is 
loaded with a new digital sounding board, 
lighting console and projector. Any 
performance artist should be able to just 
come in, plug in their show and go, says 
Weinsheink. 

“We like that it’s new and has top 
sound equipment and that we don’t 
have to bring in any outside equip-
ment,” says Prestwich. 

“On the whole we are a pretty state 

of the art facility tech-wise,” says Wein-
sheink. “It was designed with flexibility 
in mind.” 

The size of the Performing Arts Cen-
ter is also a perk of the venue. According 
to Prestwich, the 612-seat Performing 
Arts Center fills a much-needed room 
capacity in Sacramento. 

“Most venues seat 300-400,” says 
Prestwich. “It’s really great for numbers 

if you don’t want small like 300, but you 
don’t want to have to seat 1,500.” 

These outside performances could 
potentially benefit the students, says 
Buckner. Providing a space for the com-
munity to perform and produce shows 

not only exposes people to City College 
campus, but also allows students to see 
professionals at work in the communi-
ty—an opportunity they might not have 
otherwise. 

“Things like the symphony really tie 
into our programs, so it ends up being 
mutually beneficial,” she says. These per-
formances are scheduled around school 
concerts and theatre performances, says 

Lee. “The students are the No.1 priority,” 
 she says. 

That’s something the renters don’t 
always understand, according to Wein-
sheink. The Performing Arts Center is a 
show venue, but it is also where theater 
classes meet and conduct class, which 
includes building a set for a theater 
production over an eight-week period. 
This can make scheduling outside rentals 
problematic at times. 

“We have conflicts,” he says. “We 
think rentals need to be second to the 
academic use of the venue.”

As long as the space is available, how-
ever, it seems that outside people will be 
interested in using it. Prestwich says he 
looks forward to booking more shows on 
campus. 

“There isn’t a bad seat in the house,” 
Prestwich says.

NEW VENUE ATTRACTS 
WELL-KNOWN TALENT
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“There isn’t a bad 
seat in the house..”
–Elliot Prestwich
MEDIA AND MARKETING MANAGER FOR SBL ENTERTAINMENT 

 Trevon Johnson // trejohn12@gmail.com
City College’s Performing Art Center’s updated studio equipment includes a new sound board and new lighting.

The New City College Performing Arts Center welcomes outside entertainment

 Evan E. Duran // evaneduran@gmail.com 
City College Performing Arts Center, recently renovated and ready for upcoming events for 2013.
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