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CITY TALK
Spring break
chronicles
Kelvin A. Sanders Sr.
|ksanderssrexpress@gmail.com

Callib Carver
callibcarver.express@gmail.com

For most students, spring break is a 
time for Netfl ix marathons, catching 
up on some sleep, spending time with 
family or travel. � e Express asked 
City College students what they did 
over their recent time away from the 
Roddas, parking lot traffi  c jams and 
the stress of studying for that upcom-
ing test. 

Lee Thao, 20, mathmatics major.  I went to San 
Francisco and walked around downtown.  I was 
trying to go to Six Flags, but we canceled that.  

Potee Bannerman, 22, early childhood education 
major.  I went to school and caught up on my 
work, did some quizzes. Did you have fun?  Yes! 

Sophia Lynn, 18, kinesiology, cosmotology major.  
I went to San Francisco for a little bit and hung 
out with my friends in Natomas, we pretty much 
kicked it and partied.  Then I hung with family 
for Easter.

Adam Nicknig, 19, undecided. Sorta hung out 
and made music. I make hip-hop music on my 
computer.

Jesse Adams, 25, communications major. I just 
picked up more hours at work. I work at the Nug-
get. I do a lot of things there, like train new hires 
and work in the offi ce. 

FRESH ONLINE

@saccityexpress
Sarah-Michael Gaston, 19, psychology 
major, plants strawberry seeds at City 
Farm. // Mike Williams // 
mike.williams935@gmail.com

Students in ART 370, 3D Design, created 
sculptures out of wire and other material 
inspired by insects, now displayed and 
sold in the LRC.
T.William Wallin // wallintony@yahoo.com

“Waiting for my second wind”
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EDITORIAL

SPRING IS IN THE air. Birds are chirp-
ing, trees are in bloom, and people are 
beginning to shed their winter coats and 
look forward to swimsuit weather. 

With the emergence of spring comes 
that yearning to form new relationships. 
Reenergized from spring break, college 
students head back to class, well-rested and 
ready to fi nish the school year and move on 
to summer. � oughts turn to daydreams of 
hanging out at the river, drinking beers on 
a patio at a bar in midtown or having some 
plain, old-fashioned sex. 

College is the time when young 
people everywhere have license to imbibe 
alcoholic beverages and engage in promis-
cuous sexual activity before settling down 
to a job, family and responsibilities.

It’s also a time when some young 
people make some dumb decisions. 

In a recent survey conducted by 
Qpid.me, a website that allows members 
to post their STD test results and share 
them with others, 49 percent of men and 
38 percent of women reported having 
sex as a direct result of drinking, and 75 
percent of all students reported never or 
rarely using a condom.

Also according to the survey, about 
48 percent of men and women who had 
sex under the infl uence regretted the 
experience. 

Young people who are out on their 
own for the fi rst time, making their 
own decisions are societally expected to 
experiment with alcohol and sex. No one 
tells these excitable young people that 
overindulgence can result in some heavy 
consequences.  

Drinking often leads to lower inhibi-
tions, which can lead to drunken sex 
with a strange member of the opposing 
gender. Safe sex, or a quick conversation 
about sexually transmitted diseases, is 
the last thing that comes to mind. 

In all honesty, most people don’t 
know how to handle it. � e average sexu-
ally active young person in the United 
States has little to no education about 
sex, birth control or STDs.

According to a study by the Gutt-
macher Institute published in February 
2012, about 46 percent of males and 33 
percent of females in their teens did not 
receive formal instruction about contra-
ception before they had sex for the fi rst 
time, and 41 percent of teenagers ages 
18-19 say they know little or nothing 
about condoms and 75 percent say they 
know little or nothing about the contra-
ceptive pill. 

Unacceptable.
Lack of education makes sex an un-

comfortable and dangerous subject. How 
can people make informed decisions if 
they haven’t received all the information.

Websites like Qpid.me and Smart-
erSex.org have dedicated themselves to 
educating college students on making 
safer sexual decisions, especially before 
the heat of the moment takes over. 

Qpid.me is a downloadable applica-
tion that allows a person to access their 
own personal medical records, specifi cally 
STD records, from their smartphone. 
� is free membership website promotes 
conversation about STDs between sexual 
partners can be less awkward by the ability 
to show someone their medical history on 
their phone. � at may or may not be the 
case—conversations about STDs are usu-

ally pretty sensitive—but an application 
like Qpid.me may help break the ice and 
start facilitating the conversation. 

A quick visit to SmarterSex.org can 
help the budding sexual co-ed make safer 
decisions overall. � e site off ers tips 
on how to get the conversation started 
between sexual partners, information 
on STDs and contraception, and general 
guides on how to make sex as safe as pos-
sible for the individual. 

College campuses also join the force 
for sexual health education. Here on City 
College campus, there are two registered 
nurses available to answer any health 
questions students have. Plus, Planned 
Parenthood comes to campus every Tues-
day and provides pregnancy testing, STD 
and HIV testing and birth control for City 
College students.

So as the spring warmth turns 
into summer heat—or other types of 
heat—take advantage of the educational 
resources available, while exercising the 
right to be a promiscuous post-adoles-
cent. Have the conversation with sexual 
partners now, so there doesn’t have to 
be a terrible conversation with a sexual 
partner later. 

K.I.S.S.:  Keep it safe and smarter



Teri Barth 
News editor // express.teri.barth@gmail.com

Three days afTer CiTy College 
sociology professor Wayne Maeda died 
Feb. 27 due to complications of cancer, 
his wife and fellow City College history 
Professor Lorrie Toohey-Maeda died 
March 2, giving her life for their love 
when she decided not to fight her own 
cancer to be with her husband during 
his last days, according to close family 
friend Dr. Gregory Mark, a CSU Sacra-
mento ethnic studies professor 

“Seventy-two hours and 45 minutes 
later, to be exact,” Mark said. “Because 
[Wayne] died at 10:15 on Wednesday, and 
[Lorrie] died Saturday at 11. 

“[Lorrie] stopped having her treat-
ment actually close to the end when she 
felt she needed to spend every minute 
possible with her dear husband and to 
care for him,” Mark said.

According to her obituary, Helen 
“Lorrie” Lorraine Toohey was born June 
26, 1948, in Eureka, Calif. She taught 
history for Los Rios Community College 
District from 1998 until 2012, mostly at 
City College. 

Wayne Maeda, an adjunct sociology 
professor at City College since 1989 who 
also taught at CSU Sacramento for 40 
years, “was one of the founding members 
of the CSUS Ethnic Studies Program, 
teaching while still a graduate student 
and developing the Asian American Stud-
ies Program,” according to his obituary.

According to Mark, Toohey’s son 

noticed that her spirits began to deterio-
rate immediately after Wayne died, as did 
her health.

“[Lorrie] was in such deep despair 
it was like she shut down,” Mark said. 
“Her son said she always laughed, but she 
didn’t laugh on Thursday, the day after 
Wayne died. [On] Friday she was rushed 
to the hospital, and [the doctors] said, 
‘[Lorrie] won’t make it.’ I couldn’t believe 
it. And then she died Saturday.”

Mark, a CSU Sacramento’s director 
of  Asian American studies, worked with 
Maeda for years but their relationship 
extended beyond work. Mark said he and 
his family became very close with Maeda 
and Toohey, considering them family.

“Wayne was a true humble guy, and I 
miss him dearly,” said Mark. “My sup-
porting Wayne isn’t over. All I can say is… 
both were really wonderful people. [They] 
supported each other, loved each other 
dearly.” 

Married in 2008, Maeda and Too-
hey’s match was one of true love, ac-
cording to Tatsuno Drake, City College 
Reprographics Printing Services Operator 
III, and longtime friend to both Maedas. 

“It is a beautiful love story, absolute-
ly,” Drake said. “What I knew of Wayne 
and Lorrie is that they walked on water. 
It was obvious that they were deeply, 
deeply in love with each other.”¡

Until death, do us part
City College loses two professors, a married couple that shared undying love

 Family photo courtesy of Madera family 

You’re invited to:
-   take Jessup for a 
    test drive
-   meet with professors,
    department heads,
    and current students

For more info:
916-577-2222
admissions@jessup.edu

TRANSFER DAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 19TH

333 SUNSET BLVD., ROCKLIN, CA 95765

RSVP TODAY !
at jessup.edu/undergrad

Sacramento State professor Wayne Maeda and his wife Sacramento City College professor 
Lorrie Toohey-Maeda each died of cancer three days apart from one  another.
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Kondos at Kondos PODCAST: How do you 
handle the different 
obstacles of your day 
and still go to school? 

Squashing life’s 
struggles

 hot off the press at  
 saccityexpress.com 
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Matt M. Joye
Guest writer // mattmjoye@gmail.com

Community Colleges like City College provide 
educational opportunities for students to fulfill their 
hopes and aspirations. There are, however, Dreamers 
among the student body who quietly go about pursuing 
their dreams of citizenship.

These students with temporary resident status are 
conditioned by circumstances to blend into the fabric 
of campus life, but in the wake of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), the need for anonymity has 
given way to new options and a chance for openness, ac-
cording to some DACA students who attend City College.

With a goal of raising awareness of the plight of 
students with temporary resident status and other resi-
dents without legal permission, these students formed 
a group called Alianza—Spanish for “alliance”—an orga-
nization dedicated to the hope of channeling the voices 
of a part of the City College student body that feared 
speaking out only a year ago.

The name Dreamer refers to student support-
ers of the failed 2012 Federal DREAM Act, as well as 
to students covered by the California DREAM Act, as 
California State Assembly bills 130 and 131 are col-
lectively known. After the passage of AB 540 in 2001, 
which allowed students with temporary resident status 
access to higher education, AB 130 and AB 131 passed in 
2011 and made financial aid available to those students, 
as well.

“It was kind of a crazy idea that then started going, 
little by little,” said City College student and one of the 
creators of the group, Marisela Hernandez.

The group meets weekly and has already started 
hosting events on campus. Hernandez, together with 
Ernesto Gutierrez, Violeta Urizar and other City College 
Dreamers, founded the group as an umbrella organiza-
tion to support all the projects and ideas that they came 
up with in the wake of receiving DACA approval, said 
Hernandez.

They soon realized it would be better “to have a rec-
ognizable name that people will know. ‘Oh, Alianza, OK, 
so I could go there for help,’ ” Hernandez explained, not-
ing that while Napa and Los Angeles already have similar 
organizations, “in Sacramento there’s nothing like that.”

Alianza’s goal is to help students by bringing them 

together, being a source of information, and putting 
together workshops and scholarships to cover the cost 
of books, transportation, food and other expenses that 
aren’t covered by traditional financial aid, Hernandez 
said.

City College student Angelica Garcia said she feels 
she has a responsibility to guide other students who may 
be struggling.

“Even though we make it in the system,” said Garcia, 
“it’s always a need to go back and to let people know that 
we are a helping hand and that we will help them.

“A lot of people aren’t informed, and it’s good to 
spread information, not just keep it to ourselves, and 
just set stepping stones for others to make it easier to 
walk that pathway,” Garcia continued.

On March 21, the group hosted a viewing of the 
short film “Shattered” in the Learning Resource Center. 
The movie, directed by Jaime Gonzalez and presented 
by the Latino Policy Coalition, highlights the case of 
children separated from their parents when the latter 
are subject to deportation.

After the show, Alianza members circulated a peti-
tion at the event calling for a national reunification reg-
istry to reunite U.S.-born children whose parents have 
been deported. Many of these children are currently 
in the U.S. foster care system, according to the Latino 
Policy Coalition website.

For many of the group’s members, it has been less 
than six months between applying for DACA approval 
for themselves and coordinating petition drives on be-
half of others, Hernandez pointed out.

“It was just a dream—I don’t know how to explain 
it—a dream that seemed too far to reach,” said Urizar 
on the journey from DACA approval to getting her own 
Social Security number and California state identifica-
tion card.

“I’m studying for my driver’s license now,” said 
Urizar. “I mean, these are words I never thought I would 
ever be able to say. If anyone told me five years back 
when I was in high school, ‘You’re going to be able to feel 
happy or free,’ I would not believe it.”

At a recent meeting, the group discussed plans to 
put on a series of workshops for DACA students at area 
high schools and colleges to provide support and infor-
mation to those who are thinking about applying or are 
currently navigating the DACA application process.

“When I was in high school, I didn’t have any infor-
mation regarding [the various state and federal poli-
cies] or anything that helped undocumented students,” 
Gutierrez explained. “I was completely ignorant. There 
was no one there to help me. So if there is a way I believe 
that I can help other students to not go through the 
same path I went through, because it was really tough, 
I’ll gladly do it.”

Alianza is also holding a fundraising dinner to 
honor retiring City College Counseling and Student 
Success Dean David Rasul on April 25 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Sol Collective. The event will feature Aztec dancers 
and a silent auction. The group hopes to raise money for 
a David Rasul honorary scholarship through the event, 
selling tickets for $25, Hernandez said.

The group is documenting its inaugural year in a 
book that will include artwork, member profiles, its com-
munity service work and the history behind Alianza and 
the larger movement of Dreamers, Hernandez revealed.

“I’m not scared of running this organization because 
I know a lot of people don’t agree with us, but I also 
know there’s a lot of people that do agree with us, that 
are willing to help us,” Hernandez said.

As of March 14, 2013, the United States Depart-
ment of Citizenship and Immigration Services received 
469, 530 applications, with 245,493 approved since the 
program began in August 2012. 

California has the largest applicant pool of any 
state, with 128,412 students with temporary resident 
status and veteran applicants, according to USCIS statis-
tics.

But Alianza is looking beyond DACA, and toward a 
long-term solution to the temporary status DACA con-
fers, according to the organization’s members.

“We’re really, really close [to a larger solution],” Her-
nandez said, noting the change in tone of the national 
debate on immigration. “Everybody is fighting, for the 
[federal] DREAM Act or for the legalization path, but 
everybody is doing it on their own, and now the point 
is to get together and really force the government to do 
something for us.”

Students interested in contacting Alianza can call 
(916) 650-2994 or email alianza_alliance@hotmail.com 
for more information on upcoming events and activities.  


New help for student ‘Dreamers’
Alianza will fight for those at City College with temporary resident status

Members of City 
College’s Alianza 
Organization plan a 
fundraising dinner hon-
oring retiring Dean of 
Counseling and Student 
Success David Rasul. Matt M. Joye // mattmjoye@gmail.com 
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Yvonne santy
Staff writer // ysanty1@gmail.com

For years at City College, when the 
clock struck noon, the campus College 
Hour began. Students walked to the café 
for a bite to eat, some lingered around 
the fountain, while others convened with 
friends and fellow club members. 

The College Hour, according to Mary 
Turner, City College vice president of 
Instruction, is observed Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from noon to 1 p.m. and 
5-6:30 p.m. But according to Lincoln 
Scott, City College Club and Events Board 
project coordinator and president of the 
United Elements Club, College Hour isn’t 
what it used to be.

Scott said the number of people he 
sees participating in activities during Col-
lege Hour is significantly less than during 
previous semesters. Such is also the case, 
Scott said, for the number of attendees 
at club meetings—specifically, Student 
Senate meetings.

Additionally, Scott said the Grace 
Alive Bible study group had significantly 
decreased in size since fall 2011, going 
from a “couple dozen” to a “handful, less 
than 10” members.

“It’s disheartening to see less student 
involvement,” said Scott. “People really 
don’t have time anymore because of one 
thing or another.”

Scott said that slowing things down 
at midday on a busy campus has its 
benefits.

“I don’t know what the proper solu-
tion would be, but if the noon hour would 

be left open, even to staff and faculty, 
they’d have more time to eat,” said Scott. 
“It’s frustrating to eat on the run.”

Alan Whittington, 20-year-old 
biology/chemistry major, said deciding 
whether to join a particular club would be 
simpler if students’ schedules permitted 
them to attend one of the club’s meetings 
during College Hour.

“I feel like all people need a break 
once a day where they can make a choice 
about whether or not they want to be-
come more involved,” said Whittington.

Turner said class offerings try to be 
considerate of the standing schedule for 
College Hour. 

“Only less than a dozen classes [in 
Rodda North and South] are scheduled 
during the College Hour,” said Turner. 
“We really do our best from semester 
to semester to try to avoid scheduling 
[classes at] those [times] and at least give 
the students some options so that is not 
the only time that the class is offered.” 

Turner pointed out that in most dis-
ciplines, classes during the College Hour 
run only on Tuesday or Thursday, but for 
the most part not both. 

“Some of our career technical educa-
tion programs schedule lab time that 
overlaps [the College Hour], but most of 
our divisions try to avoid scheduling dur-
ing those times as much as they possibly 
can,” said Turner.

Students aren’t the only ones who 
benefit from the College Hour. Turner 
said the College Hour benefits everyone 

on campus.
“Many of our faculty share gov-

ernance meetings,” said Turner. “Our 
Academic Senate and department chairs 
meet [during the College Hour]. We want 
to be sensitive to our students but also 
want to be sensitive to our faculty and 
staff so that they can participate as well.”

According to Student Leadership 
and Development Coordinator Kimberlee 
Beyrer, freeing up 100 percent of the col-
lege hour all the time isn’t realistic.  

“There have always been some classes 
scheduled during the college hour time, 
but the goal is to minimize the number,” 
Beyrer said. “[However,] there are times 
when it is unavoidable, and academics 
come first.” 

Freethinkers’ club representative 
Nikki Mcgarey said she has no problem 
finding time to be an active participant at 
meetings held during the College Hour.

“It’s easy because I’ve scheduled for 
it,” said Mcgarey.

However, some students want to be 
involved in clubs on campus but cannot 
dedicate the time because their classes 
occur during meeting times. 

Fabian Enriquez said until this 
semester, his schedule did not allow him 
to get involved with Puente, a City Col-
lege program helping students prepare 
for transfer to a four-year university. 
Although Enriquez is now actively in-
volved, he said he knows other students 
who have expressed interest in doing the 
same but are unable to because, as Beyrer 
pointed out, academics come first.

“I know if students did not have 
classes during that hour, clubs would 
have more members,” said Enriquez. “I 
have met several people that are eager to 
join the club, but unfortunately, do not 
have the time to attend the meetings.”

According to Enriquez, the Col-
lege Hour is important since it allows 
students a chance to check out from all 
things scholarly for a bit and, instead, 
gives them time to get outdoors and 
socialize.

“Students that have classes between 
noon and 1 p.m. are missing out on the 
college experience,” said Enriquez. “[Stu-
dents] should be having lunch in the quad 
and enjoying the great atmosphere that 
Sac City College provides.” 

The power of the ‘college Hour’
Class schedules hinder some students from enjoying social side of campus life

“ There have always been some classes scheduled during 
the college hour time, but the goal is to minimize the num-
ber. [However,] there are times when it is unavoidable, and 
academics come first.” 

–Kimberlee Beyrer
StudeNt LeaderShip aNd deveLopmeNt CoordiNator

students taking a break during college Hour behind the cultural Awareness center on April 3.

 Trevon Johnson // trejohn12@gmail.com

correcTions from mArcH 12, 2013 issue

the photo used for the cover design should have been credited to photo editor trevon Johnson. * 

A photo caption on page four incorrectly identified Jovel Stokes as using a Learning Resource Center computer, but she was actually using her personal laptop.* 

In the lead of the March in March story on page six, the date of the march is incorrectly indicated as March 5. The march took place on March 4. * 
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Recycling pioneeR TeRRacycle inviTed 
City College to take part in “the world’s first recy-
cling program for cigarette waste,” but according 
to City College Vice President of Administrative 
Services Bob Martinelli, campus participation isn’t 
feasible at this time.

“[City College does not] have the staff to go out 
and be picking [cigarettes] up off the ground,” said 
Martinelli. “We blow them and pick them up en 
masse along with other trash…and throw them in 
the trash receptacle.”

Founded in 2002, TerraCycle has built a profit-
able business out of converting previously non-
recyclable or hard-to-recycle waste into desirable 
consumer goods, launching the Cigarette Waste 
Brigade together with Santa Fe Natural Tobacco 
Company in November 2012.

“It doesn’t matter if they’re sandy, dirty, wet—
we just want your butts,” said Albe Zakes, Terra-
Cycle global vice president of communication. “For 
every pound collected, we’ll donate a dollar to Keep 
America Beautiful.”

According to TerraCycle’s website, the waste col-
lected through the brigade is recycled “into a variety of 
industrial products, such as plastic pallets,” re-working 
any remaining tobacco into tobacco composting.

“If we want to be taken seriously as people who 
can recycle anything, it is important to tackle some 
of these big issues like cigarette butts…to have 
an impact on planetary health and on changing 
people’s behavior and habits,” Zakes said.

However, while there is some interest in the 
Cigarette Waste Brigade from students on campus, Ge 
Mua is concerned about the recycling process itself. 

“Emissions?” said Mua. “If reprocessing adds to car-
bon dioxide, is it really benefitting the environment?”

But according to the TerraCycle website, the recy-
cling technology has a smaller environmental impact 
than traditional recycled plastics.

Lynn Tobin, 25, art major, said the brigade is worth 
considering but doesn’t think such a program will change 
student habits. 

“I always put out my cigarettes in ashtrays,” said 
Tobin. “Someone who doesn’t care still won’t care and 
won’t change their mind.”

Currently, in addition to disposing of those littered 
on the ground, campus Operations staff empties discard-
ed butts from campus cigarette receptacles into plastic 
bags and throws them in the garbage. 

Although at this time City College is unable to 
participate, according to Terracycle’s website any person 
over the age of 13-years with a U.S. address and phone 

number can go to terracycle.com to sign up for their 
Cigarette Waste Brigade, print prepaid shipping labels, 
and send in collected waste.

Furthermore, if a student group wanted to join the 
cause, according to City College Operations Director Greg 
Hayman, the butts on campus are all theirs.

“That’s certainly appropriate,” Hayman said. “Since we’re 
already making that effort, we could provide those [butts] to 
whatever student organization that was leading this.” 

Lygeia Andre 
Staff writer // lyeiaandreexpress@gmail.com

In search of old butts
Recycling company filters second use from cigarettes

Los Rios appoints new police chief
LRPD veteran Cheryl Sears to oversee department
Daniel Wilson
Editor-in-Chief // daniel.wilson8504@yahoo.com

Thirty-year law enforcement veteran and former captain of police at Cosumnes River 
College Cheryl Sears was recently appointed chief of police for the Los Rios Com-
munity College District. 

 Photo courtesy Cheryl Sears.

The los Rios communiTy 
College District appointed former 
Cosumnes River College Police 
Captain Cheryl Sears in March as 
the district chief of police for the 
Los Rios Police Department.

Sears has worked in law 
enforcement for 30 years and was 
most recently the interim chief 
of police for the district. She took 
over as interim chief following 
the retirement of Rick Jones.

Sears, who worked as police 
captain at CRC for 15 years, said 
she has a goal to strengthen the 
police department as a whole and 
to work on better communicating 
with other local law enforcement 
agencies. 

“I will work with all members 
of the Los Rios [Police Depart-
ment] to develop close working 
relationships with students, staff, 
faculty and the surrounding com-
munities at all of the colleges and 
outreach centers,” said Sears. “My 
goal is to continue to increase the 
visibility of our department and 
the services we provide, whether 
it is strengthening our efforts 
in the area of traditional law 

enforcement or enhancing our 
emergency preparedness.”

City College police captain 
Valerie Cox emphasized her 
respect for Sears, as well as her 
approval of the district’s decision 
to appoint Sears as the chief.

“I’ve had the privilege of 
working with Chief Sears for 
almost 20 years now and I believe 
that she’s going to be a great 
leader for this department,” said 
Cox. “She’s home-grown. She 
came up through our depart-
ment and I believe the district’s 
choice in her not only shows faith 
for her talent and skill that she 
brings to the table, but I think 
it shows how much faith and 
respect they have for the depart-
ment as a whole.”

According to Cox, in addition 
to overseeing the district police 
department and the security 
and safety of the community, 
Sears will focus on reaching out 
to other local law enforcement 
agencies to ensure communica-
tion and cooperation across the 
departments. 

Sears said she began her 
career in the United States Air 
Force, serving as a criminal inves-
tigator and later worked with the 
Honolulu Police Department.

“I moved to the Sacramento 
area in 1989 where I was the Re-
gional Security Human Resources 
manager for Kaiser Permanente 
for Northern California,” said 
Sears. “I saw an ad in the Sacra-
mento Bee in 1992 for a police 
officer with Los Rios and the rest 
is history.”

Sears said she believes safety 
not only requires strong law 
enforcement, but for everyone to 
participate in their own personal 
safety and to gain knowledge 
of what to do in the case of an 
emergency.

“My commitment to educa-
tional law enforcement rests in 
the belief that people are best 
protected when they are em-
powered to protect themselves,” 
said Sears. “I also believe that 
empowerment can only come 
through education, preparation 
and collaboration.” 

 Eddie Arcilla // eddie@houseofintent.com 
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Staff Writer // anevinm@gmail.com

It’s a typIcal Wednesday at City College. Stu-
dents disembark from a Regional Transit light rail train 
and make their way to classes. 

Here, the steady stream of people is widely varied 
and includes Daniel Freeman, 49, an older return-
ing student; James Marr, 18, who is just taking a few 
classes to see what he might want to do with himself, as 
he puts it; and Michelle Geck, 22, who’s studying to be a 
dental technician.

All three students rely on public transit to get to 
school and return to their homes.  They’re also part of 
the school’s thriving commuter culture that includes 
old, young and a varied socioeconomic group of stu-
dents.

Freeman says he depends on the regional transit 
system because he cannot afford a car.  Returning to 
school, he says, means that all of the money he would 
have left over from his night job at a local gas station 
goes toward books and rent.

“It used to be that I would work two jobs and make 
a nice living for myself, but I wanted something better, 
something that mattered,” Freeman says.  “Maybe I’ll 
make something out of myself in the last half of my life 
that people will remember me for.” 

Freeman’s parents didn’t attend college, and when 
he was old enough to work, he says, there was no ques-
tion in his mind what he would do: He’d find a job to 
support himself.  When asked about getting to school 
without the aid of public transportation, he scoffs at the 
notion.

“My wife and I live month-to-month every month,” 
Freeman says. “We save just enough so that we can do 
something nice every now and again, but with the rider 
pass that the school gives out to ride on the transit, it 

makes the decision easy.”
The rider pass is the pre-paid sticker that goes on a 

student’s identification card; good for a semester, it al-
lows students to ride the local city public transportation 
without buying a ticket for every ride. All students pay 
for the Regional Transit Pass Card through a $16.62 fee 
included in registration for students taking 12 or more 
units. If the student is taking less than 12 units, the fee 
decreases accordingly.

Marr uses public transit to get to class for environ-
mental reasons.  He brings his bike when he rides the 
bus and light rail to reduce his carbon footprint.

“I have a car that my parents bought me when I 
graduated from high school,” Marr says.  “I could use 
that to get to school, but it’s important to me that I’m 
ecologically conscious and aware.”

Marr says he doesn’t know exactly how much of an 
impact he’s making by not driving on a daily basis, but 
he sees other benefits from getting around without his 
car.

“Not everywhere I go has a bus or train stop so I 
take my bike with me, too,” Marr says. “At this rate I 
think that I probably ride my bike just about as far as I 
ride the bus or train, so physically it’s really good for me 
too.”

Marr says he encourages his friends and family to 
ride the bus, too, but he says he hasn’t had much suc-
cess convincing them to brave the Sacramento public 
transportation system.

“My mom loves her car too much to ride the bus 
and my sister says that sometimes the people on the 
light rail scare her,” Marr says. “I think it’s silly person-
ally, to be afraid of people on the train, but I’m just 
one person and a guy—maybe I don’t have the whole 
picture.”

Marr says he doesn’t think that there is anything 
to be afraid of on public transit but understands why it 

might be an issue for some female riders.
 “The stories that come to mind usually involve 

people riding alone in the later hours of the night,” 
Marr says. 

Meanwhile, Geck says she decided to take the light 
rail to class because driving has become prohibitively 
expensive.

“My husband and I wanted to save some money 
every month,” Geck says. “It’s not so bad during the re-
ally busy hours, but later at night and when there aren’t 
a ton of people on it can be frightening.”

To address her fear, Geck’s husband, Warner, 
bought her pepper spray, which she says helped with 
the jitters the first few times she thought that she 
might be in trouble.  Geck has been riding the light rail 
for over a year now and says that after her first few 
‘close calls,’ she doesn’t feel afraid anymore.

“I used to get on the light rail timid and kind of 
afraid, but as time went by I got more and more com-
fortable,” Geck says. “I used to clutch the pepper spray 
... like a security blanket, but as time went by I needed 
it less and less.”

Now, with her fears at bay, Geck enjoys the time 
she travels on the light rail.

“If I was driving I wouldn’t have time to answer 
e-mails or study,” Geck says. “But this way during the 
commute I have an extra hour to cram for a test if I 
need to or read.”

With convenient access to public transportation, 
students like Freeman, Geck and Marr say they can get 
to their classes and continue to move forward with their 
lives. 

 “This is how I get to school everyday, “ Free-
man says. “This is how I get to the first step of a better 
life. That might sound silly, but for me it’s the truth and 
I’d make a bet that there are people, a good number of 
who, need it like I do.”

Life on the rails
Students take advantage of convenient access to the light rail to commute to 
classes

Students get off the light rail at City College on their way to early classes March 14. 

 T.William Wallin // wallintony@yahoo.com 
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Here’s a catcH-22: a student attends 
college full-time to gain knowledge and 
skills for a certain career path, but a po-
tential employer wants to see a degree–
plus five years of job experience. This 
conundrum is one students face; students 
go to school to learn but often end up 
missing out on the hands-on experience 
employers are looking for. 

Now, some schools may be finding a 
solution to that problem.  

This fall, Drexel University, which 
recently expanded with a campus in the 
Sacramento area, will provide a co-oper-
ative experience through its undergradu-
ate degree in business administration.  

The university’s Sacramento location 
primarily hosts graduate programs, but 
beginning in the fall the university will 
also offer students the opportunity to 
complete an undergraduate degree with a 
co-operative business experience. Quali-
fied students must have already com-
pleted two years of community college, 
and plan to transfer to an institution as a 
business administration major.  

Unique to the Sacramento area, the 
co-op experience at Drexel will provide 
students with the opportunity to be 
placed in a field-related paid position for 
six months. Participating students will 
work for one of the companies that have 
a pre-existing agreement with Drexel.  

Olivia Stelte, assistant director of 
Sacramento admissions enrollment 
management at Drexel, is in charge of 

student recruitment for the undergradu-
ate program. She says the university has 
a 90-year history of providing a co-oper-
ative experience as part of its students’ 
educational programs on the East Coast. 
Now, Stelte says she is excited that Drexel 
is bringing the co-op program to the West 
Coast region.   

“There are actually quite a few 
schools that are co-op schools,” says 

Stelte. “We just don’t necessarily have any 
here on the West Coast.”

John Carvana, manager of career 
services at Drexel, is in charge of career 
and co-op advising for students and 
establishing connections with local and 
international businesses. He says the Sac-
ramento business community has come 
to appreciate this type of co-op experi-
ence offered at Drexel. 

“Employers are seeking to hire stu-
dents with ‘real world practical’ experi-
ence in their field,” says Carvana.  “Our 
job [at Drexel] is to prepare students for 
the jobs in their area.”

According to Carvana, students will 
average an income of $16,000 in their 

co-op, and can complete their experi-
ence at local and international business 
locations. Participating national and 
local businesses in the co-op include: the 
Sacramento Municipal Utilities District 
(SMUD), CalPers, Wells Fargo, Pride 
Industries, Coventry Health, Sacramento 
Area Commerce and Trade Organiza-
tion (SACTO), the Crocker Museum, and 
United States Department of Agriculture.

Through the program, students 
complete core business classes in four 
10-week quarters at the campus and fin-
ish electives online. Overall, tuition costs 
roughly $28,851 for the academic year, 
according to Drexel University’s Financial 
Aid Office. 

This may sound steep for some. 
Assistant professor in business at City 
College, Twa’Lea A. Jordan says she is 
concerned about the financial cost for 
students to achieve a degree. 

“I haven’t had the opportunity to sit 
in on any of their classes or delve into the 
degree itself and the quality of the educa-
tion,” says Jordan. “But one thing that 
concerns me for students and not just 
SCC students, but just students today, 
is paying roughly $27,000 a year for an 
undergraduate degree.” 

Still, Jordan says if students are will-
ing to pay the cost, the co-op experience 
at Drexel provides another option for 
students to complete their degree gaining 
work-related experience. 

“It’s always good to have options, 
I guess,” says Jordan. “You just have to 
weigh them.” 

New transfer opportunity breaks ground in 
Sacramento for community college students
Drexel University’s new Sacramento campus offers a cooperative education experi-
ence for business administration majors transferring from a two-year institution

Unique to the Sacramento 
area, the co-op experience 
at Drexel will provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to 
be placed in a field-related 
paid position for six months.

 Café CaRpS! 
Every weekday, students sit in the café and 
eat while preparing for classes. Some of the 
food is good, and some not as tasty. Now, 
students tell The Express their thoughts  
on the fares found in the cafeteria—good 
and bad. 

On campus word gets around how appetizing 
some of the food is. Some students say a few 
of the food items taste old and stale, like the 
sushi that sits out in the container all day 
until closing. The burritos and sandwiches 
are nothing to write home about either, some 
students say.

“It never seems fresh,” says Brittany Colon, 
business management major. 

While many students choose pizza and fruit 
cups, and students who follow particularly 
healthy habits might enjoy the salad wraps 
and sandwiches.  The burgers, burritos, and 
fries are other tasty options for those who 
aren’t as health conscious.

Don’t expect a price break in the café, 
though. Off campus, the regular size Brisk 
costs only $1, but in the cafe the small 
size Brisk costs almost $2. Other drinks 
like Rockstar Energy drinks, or the Naked 
smoothie drinks are almost $1.50 more than 
the average price at the other local stores.

“It’s too much,” says Edwin Terrell, kinesiol-
ogy major. “I would expect the college café 
would have regular prices like other stores, 
instead [the prices are] doubled.”

RayShuan Jedkins
Staff Writer // Rayshuanj6@gmail.com

The new Drexel University campus is currently soliciting Sacramento students.

 Dianne Rose|dianne // rose.express@gmail.com 

 ThiS moNTh 
aRT DemoNSTRaTioN aND 
GoURD exhibiT
Tues 3/12: Shirley Sanders, 2–3:30pm, CAC
Come see Shirley demonstrate how to make 
decorative gourds and more.

miliTaRy DRoNeS
Tues. 4/9, Patricia Connor 
Noon–1:30 p.m., CAC 

ChiNeSe lioN DaNCeRS
Thurs. 4/11, Noon – 1 p.m., Quad

DaGNe TeDia
City College professor, Noon–1:30 p.m., CAC

ChiNa
Tues. 4/16, Alex Xiao, City College professor, 
Noon–1:30 p.m., CAC

“i am aSiaN” STUDeNT 
paNel (paRT 1)
Thurs. 4/18, Noon–1:30 p.m., CAC

“oN The move: a blaCk 
family’S WeSTeRN SaGa”
Tues. 4/22: Rudy Martin, retired professor
Evergreen State College, Noon–1:30 p.m., CAC 
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Lygeia Andre
Staff Writer // lygeiaandreexpress@gmail.com

In March, the Los Rios Debate Team 
outperformed other community college 
teams, reaching the semifinals at the 
Western Novice & Junior Varsity Cham-
pionship Tournament hosted by Califor-
nia State University, Sacramento.

Led by Sacramento City College stu-
dents and City College communications 
professor and debate team coach, Jared 
Anderson, Los Rios was the only commu-
nity college team to reach that level in the 
competition. 

“There are really only two other com-
munity colleges in the country that can 
share the spotlight with us,” says Anderson.

Such success is notable, says Anderson.
“We don’t get seniors on our team. 

We’re doing well in competing with other 
schools’ seniors in their second year.”

In February, the team also expe-
rienced success and challenges at the 
District 1 Qualifier and Pacific Champion-
ship hosted by Pepperdine University at 
their campus in Malibu. 

“We had a lot of great success in 
the novice division,” says Anderson. “In 
the varsity [competition], against other 
teams trying to qualify for [the Nationals 
competition], we had a tougher time.”

Although the team risks adding 
losses to its record by competing at the 
varsity level in some tournaments, its 
members say they appreciate the expe-
rience gained by competing at higher 
levels.

“[It] enables us to come to a tour-
nament like [the one at Sac State] and 
smoke the other teams,” says Sara Beth 
Brooks, 28, a second year member and 
social sciences major.

Brooks and her debate partner, 
political science major Shay Souza, 23, 
both won JV Speaker’s Awards at the Sac 
State tournament that ended March 10. 
Two of their teammates, Noreen Javed 
and Natalie Lenhart, also won Novice 
Speaker’s Awards. According to Brooks, 

these awards are determined by the 
points awarded by judges for each round 
of the tournament. 

“Speaker’s points are completely 
subjective,” says Brooks. “There’s no way 
of knowing what criteria the judges are 
using.”

Throughout, the competition is 
intense, and sports metaphors abound. 
Chris Currier, graphic communication 
major, compares a debate to football. 

“There might be some missed plays,” 
says Currier. “But the stronger team wins.”

The team competes in a policy style, 
or cross-examination debate, which pits 
teams of two against each other advocat-
ing affirmative or negative arguments 
around a predetermined topic. According 
to Anderson, the topic is the same for 
the entire year so team scan hone their 
knowledge and strategies.  

The topic is determined by the Cross 
Examination Debate Association (CEDA), 
as voted by its members, including the 
Los Rios College District. This year’s 
topic is energy policy; specifically teams 
are asked to consider whether or not 
the United States Federal Government 
should reduce restrictions on or substan-
tially increase financial incentives for 
energy production in the United States.  

The individual rounds frequently 
focus on other topics entirely, however, 
only tangentially relating to the CEDA 
resolution. Some of the discussions 
revolve more directly around questions of 
racism, socialism, and even cannabis. 

Whatever the subject, Brooks says, 
the practice teaches students to think 
critically.

“Debate forces you to be versatile…to 
engage a broad range of ideas that aren’t 
just necessarily about energy policy,” says 
Brooks.

The team members work constantly 
during a tournament, often late into 
the night, adding to their knowledge in 
preparation for their next rounds.

 “Policy debate is research-based. 
Every argument we make we have to back 
up with evidence,” explains Anderson. 
“There’s some practice, but primarily we 
have lots and lots of research to do.” 

The team spends most of their hours 
together studying their research. Accord-
ing to Brooks, the team needs to know 
their arguments backward and forward, 
and every nuance in between in order to 
be effective. 

 “You’re doing graduate-level research 
and you’re understanding the third or 

fourth level of research and not just that 
top layer,” says Brooks. 

Many of the participants are political 
science majors looking to sharpen adver-
sarial public speaking skills, but there are 
other members who want to use the skills 
learned in debate for other purposes.

“I actually want to become a minis-
ter,” says Maurice Ates, 36, psychology 
major, “and be able to articulate my argu-
ments to someone other than my church 
or congregation.” 

Ates won’t debate until next semes-
ter, but attended the Sac State tourna-
ment to learn by watching the team. He 
says that even during a tournament, the 
team is “like a close-knit family.”

Brooks says she also feels strongly 
about the connections built in the debate 
community. 

“Relationship building is part of the 
way this activity helps to shape young 
leaders for tomorrow,” she says.

In the debate team pairings, inter-
personal skills are critical. 

“We work as a team, as a partnership. 
The partners have to support each other,” 
says Brooks. 

Actions speak louder than words
City College debate team solidifies its reputation as a team that holds its own

Left: Coach Jared 
Anderson and members 
of the Los Rios Debate 
Team sitting in the front 
row at the awards cer-
emony at Sac State.

Bottom: Shay Souza, 23, 
political science major 
and Sara Beth Brooks, 
28, social sciences 
major, debate against 
Anna Moe and Tyler 
Anderson (out of frame) 
from Arizona State.

“ Debate forces you to be 
versatile…to engage a 
broad range of ideas that 
aren’t just necessarily 
about energy policy.”

–Sara Beth Brooks
Second year member and Social ScienceS 

major.
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SportS recent 
reSultS
BaSeBall
SCC 6, San Joaquin Delta College 9
SCC 5, American River College 9
SCC 7, American River College 1

SoftBall
SCC 3, Delta 4 (in 8 innings)
SCC 10, Delta 7
SCC 16, American River College 9

tenniS 
Men and women’s teams lost to Reedley 
College. 
Four tennis players qualified for state.

Men’S SwiMMing
Tanner Duesbury dropped three seconds in 
the 100 Fly: 1:10.15
Sam Meyers dropped five seconds in the 200 
breaststroke: 2:31.81

woMen’S SwiMMing
Ravelle Morales dropped a second in the 50 
freestyle: 35.06
Kayla Smith dropped two seconds in the 50 
Free: 33.86

woMen’S track and field
Rachel Picknell took first place in shot put 
with a throw of 40’ 3.5”
Yessenia Cardoso took 1st in hammer throw 
with a best of 150’ 2”

Men’S track and field
Garrett Siscal took third place in hammer 
with a throw of 164’ 2”
Jesse White took ninth place in the 400 meter 
run with a time of 48.22

upcoMing 
SportS Schedule
BaSeBall
tue. 4/9 at Modesto Junior College
thurs. 4/11 vs. Modesto Junior College
tue. 4/16 vs. Diablo Valley College

SoftBall
tue. 4/9 at Santa Rosa Junior College
Sat. 4/13 at Cosumnes River College (double 
header)
tue. 4/16 vs. San Joaquin Delta College

tenniS
thurs. 4/24-Sat. 4/28 “California State 
Championships”

SwiMMing
thurs. 4/18-Sat. 4/20 “Big 8 Conference 
Championships”

Men’S track and field
Sat. 4/13 “Mt. SAC Relays” at Mt. San 
Antonio
tue. 4/16-wed. 4/17 “Nor-Cal Multi” at San 
Mateo
Sat. 4/20 “Woody Wilson Invite” at UC Davis
Women’s Track and Field
Sat. 4/13 Mt. SAC Relays at Mt. San Antonio
Tue. 4/16-Wed. 4/17 “Nor-Cal Multi” at San 
Mateo
Sat. 4/20 “Woody Wilson Invite” at UC Davis
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Big league 
dreams from 
city college
Panthers players reflect on 
family baseball tradition
cody drabble
Staff Writer // Cdrabble.express@gmail.com

For Sacramento city college 
Panthers baseball players Jorge Viña and 
Jared James, Union Stadium holds the 
weight of family history and dreams of a 
future in Major League Baseball.

Viña, a sophomore shortstop from 
Elk Grove High School, is the nephew of 
major league second baseman Fernando 
Viña, who also played for the Panthers in 
1989. The elder Viña left City College to 
play professional baseball from 1993 to 
2004, with long stints on the Milwaukee 
Brewers and St. Louis Cardinals. Fernan-
do Viña made the All-Star team in 1998, 
and earned Gold Glove Awards in 2001 
and 2002. Currently, he provides analysis 
and commentary for Oakland Athletics 
games on Comcast SportsNet California.

James, the freshman outfielder from 
C.K. McClatchy High School, is the son of 
Dion James. Dion James was drafted by 
the Milwaukee Brewers out of McClatchy 
in 1983, and played professionally until 
1996. He was named the Milwaukee 
Brewers Rookie of the Year in 1984 and 
finished his career with a stint on the 
New York Yankees. 

Coach Derek Sullivan praised the 
younger James for his performance in the 
first half of this season. 

“He’s been very good, one of our top 
producers,” Sullivan said. “He’s hit third 
or fourth in our lineup, which is one of 
those spots where you put one of your 
most productive players. He has been a 
very good offensive player for us.” 

To date, James is batting .365 with 
31 hits, 11 runs, and 11 runs batted in, 
including five doubles and two triples.

One of Jared James’s earliest MLB 
memories comes from the days when his 
father Dion played in New York.  

“He was with the Yankees, over at Yan-
kee Stadium, the old one,” James recalled. 
“We traveled wherever he went. I remember 
watching some games. I remember he actu-
ally got me into the dugout, I said hello to 
everybody. It was amazing.”

One particular formative experience 
now helps James maintain a balanced 
perspective now on the ups and downs of 
baseball.  When Dion James once faced 
the ire of disappointed Yankees fans, 
he taught his sons to take criticism and 
praise equally. 

“My older brother, Justin, he starts 
getting on him like he’s a fan,” Jared 
recalled. “So my dad goes, ‘Man, this is 
crazy. I go out to the field; I get crap from 
the fans. I come home, and I get stuff 
from my little son.’” 

At that moment Jared understood 
that, “anybody can look good when 
they’re doing good, but when you’re do-
ing bad, people pay attention and react to 
it.” To represent any team with dignity, 
James said, “You want to stand neutral 
on both grounds because you don’t want 
to act like a sore winner or a sore loser.”

Jared’s older brother, Justin James, 
also played for the City College Panthers 
and was drafted by the New York Yankees 

in 2011.  Justin James recently finished 
up a stint in the minors playing in the 
Gulf Coast League, and is currently look-
ing to sign with a new team.

Sullivan explained the challenge 
facing promising City College players 
with big league dreams.  For newcomers 
to the Big 8 Conference, Sullivan said,  
“the game is faster, and there are fewer 
margins for error.” 

The increased competition makes it 
tough for some prospects coming out of 
high school because, according to Sul-
livan, “Everything gets magnified: any 
errors, or inefficiencies in a swing, or 
how you throw the baseball, or any lack 
of strikes [for a pitcher], it compounds 
more.”

Coach Sullivan also praised Viña’s 
performance this season. “He’s played at 
shortstop pretty much every game for 
us,” Sullivan said. “And he’s a defensive 
player, very consistent. That’s what you 
need at that position.” 

Sullivan emphasized Viña’s role in 
nine of the Panthers’ twelve  double plays 
to date.

 “He’s starting them and finishing 
them,” Sullivan said

Viña says he has special childhood 
memories of his uncle’s career.

“I was probably five or six, [working 
as a] bat boy,” Viña recalled with a smile, 
“[Fernando] was playing with the Brew-
ers, and I [served as bat boy] a lot when 
he was with the Cardinals. I remember a 
lot of it with the Cardinals because I was 
a little older. It was a lot of fun.”

Growing up watching his uncle’s 
career inspired Viña’s decision to play 
infield. 

“He was a great infielder,” Viña said, 
“I look up to him; I want to do what he 
accomplished. Being an infielder is in 

my background; I don’t see me playing 
anywhere else.”

It helps to have a family member 
with big league experience. These days 
Viña says he maintains perspective by 
consulting with his uncle for advice. 

“He’s been through it all,” Viña said. 
“He tells me, ‘You’ve got to keep digging, 
you can’t stop working. Keep your head 
up. Whatever you’ve got to do, you’ve got 
to keep grinding, staying in the cages as 
long as you can.’” 

Viña says he plays by his uncle’s base-
ball philosophy, “In the end, no regrets, 
know you worked hard.”

Both James and Viña want to keep 
playing baseball for as long as possible, 
perhaps at a Division I school before 
turning professional. Viña says he’s inter-
ested in playing for the Oregon Ducks in 
Eugene, while James has thought about 
taking his game to Westwood to play for 
the UCLA Bruins.

According to Sullivan, the path to 
success starts on the practice field and in 
the batting cages. City College has kept 
its reputation for producing major league 
ballplayers by focusing on thorough 
preparation. 

“It’s about getting our guys to be as 
consistent as possible, and that’s what ex-
cellence is,” Sullivan said. “It’s not [about] 
some freak of nature talent, it’s about 
playing well over and over again, every 
single day.”

City College Panthers shortstop Jorge Viña (left) and out fielder Jared James both have relatives who play 
major league ball

SportS



Samantha Ramirez
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Ronnie Floyd, 19, a member of the City College 
track team and a sophomore, didn’t know about the 
opportunities that came with college or playing sports 
until he moved from Oakland to Sacramento his fresh-
men year of high school. He began playing football his 
sophomore year as a wide receiver and found, in his 
senior year, track was something that came more natural 

to him.  He hasn’t stopped running since.
Last season, Floyd, along with the other three mem-

bers of his 4x400 meter relay team, earned the title All-
American after finishing third in the state with a time of 
3 minutes and 13 seconds; All-Americans are comprised 
of the state’s top four athletes in a given sport in each 
event. 

According to Floyd, social science major, he’s im-
proved as an athlete through the work and help of City 
College’s track and field coaching staff. Now, he says, 
he’d like to share his knowledge with others.

“I don’t think I would be where I am at today if it 
wasn’t for them [coaches Rob Dewar, Lisa Bauduin, and 
Julie Ferrara-Jones],” says Floyd.

This is Floyd’s second year on the City College track 
and field team. During his time on the team, men’s head 
coach Rob Dewar says the athlete has grown a lot. 

“Ronnie came in not knowing what he wanted to do.  
He just ran.  It has been a two-year project with him and 
he has grown a lot,” Dewar says. 

Relay teammate Jesse White, 19, a City College 
sophomore, describes Floyd as a focused athlete who 
makes his team members laugh. White says Floyd en-
courages his teammates with speeches during meets and 
also gives feedback and pointers during practice.

“In practice the coaches have us make certain times 
and when some teammates are having difficulty mak-
ing those times, he [Floyd] will give pointers on certain 
techniques to help them make that time,” White says.   

  Floyd says he notices changes between his fresh-
man and sophomore years on the team. Now, he says, 
everything comes easier. 

“I know what to expect–[how to] overcome adversi-
ty–and [what] knowledge to pass on to the freshmen on 
our team to let them know what to expect,” says Floyd. 
“[I want] to let them know how to get through stuff that 
they might not know how to prepare for.” 

Floyd says one of his biggest motivators is the 
understanding that he can get his education paid for 
through athletic scholarships, he says. But he adds, he 
also finds pride in performing well. 

“I want to be the best athlete. I want to be No. 1 in 
the state and I want my team to be No. 1 in the state–I 
just want to be the best and those two things will drive 
me everyday,” says Floyd. 

Floyd says he would also like to continue mentoring 
other athletes as either a professional coach or scout.  

“Hopefully I will be an athletic director, but before 
that comes I would like to be a scout or a coach because 
I feel I have knowledge to pass on to the youth,” says 
Floyd. “Specifically giving knowledge on how they can 
carry themselves onto the next level in their sport.” 

Over the hurdles
City College runner Ronnie Floyd chasing his dreams

Lygeia Andre
Staff writer // lygeiaandreexpress@gmail.com

Molly Ryan, 20, began her second 
season at City College by being named 
Northern California Community College 
Player of the Week for California Com-
munity College Fastpitch Softball during 
the first week of school. 

I was shocked,” Ryan said. “I didn’t 
even know they did that kind of stuff.”

Last year, the Big 8 Conference also 
recognized Ryan for her work during the 
2012 season, placing her on the all-con-
ference second team with a .458 batting 
average during 96 at bats. This year, a 
.457  average has Ryan ranked second in 
the Big 8 as of April 6.

Still, Ryan says, she’s always striving 
to improve. 

“I think I’m still trying to get to 
where I was last year…back in the rhythm 
of things,” says Ryan, undeclared major. 

Offense isn’t Ryan’s only strength. 
Even as she adjusts to a position change 
that’s placed her in the outfield, the team’s 
coach says Ryan’s delivered a solid perfor-
mance with a .941 fielding percentage.

“This is her first year in the outfield,” 
explains Tim Kiernan, head softball coach. 
“She’s played first [base]…second [base]…
[designated hitter] …shortstop last year 
when we had two shortstops go down with 
injuries.”

Ryan admits that playing in left field 
is “a little boring” compared to playing in 

the infield. But, she adds, she knows that 
“it’s where I need to be for the team.”

Kiernan says he knows that the right-
handed batter works hard to contribute to 
the team no matter where she plays.

“She’s a good athlete,” Kiernan says. 
“[She] leads by example.” 

Teammate Nikki Miles agrees that 
Ryan is a major factor in the team’s suc-
cess, “She energizes…and inspires us to 
try to reach her level,” says Miles, 18, 
undeclared major.

After last year’s disappointing 
record, the team is enjoying a remarkable 
turnaround, ranked fifth in the March 25 
statewide poll of the California Commu-
nity College Athletic Association. 

“It’s awesome!” says Ryan. “We have 
lots of talent on the team this year. It’s not 
just any one person—we all contribute in 
every game.”

Ryan says the sport has been central 
to her life for as long as she can remember. 

“I have two older sisters so I was 
always on the softball field,” Ryan says. 

Her family, which relocated to Sacra-
mento from San Francisco, also helped to 
foster a love of baseball in Ryan. 

“We’re die-hard Giants fans,” she 
grins, wearing a team sweatshirt as proof 
of her point.

Ryan also played varsity softball at Oak 
Ridge High School in El Dorado Hills for 
four years. During that time she won four 
section titles including one on the same day 
she graduated. Ryan laughs at the memory 

Leading the way
Molly Ryan, Panthers turn softball team around

Ronnie Floyd prepares himself for another day of practice.

Ronnie Floyd runs through the ladder obstacle. Though Floyd moved 
swiftly through warm-up exercise, he, like the rest of his team mates, has 
to control his steps so as not to knock over one of the hurdles.

 Callib Carver // callibcarver.express@gmail.com 

 Callib Carver  callibcarver.express@gmail.com 

of having to rush home to shower. 
“We missed graduation practice—no-

body was sure where we were supposed to 
be,” says Ryan.

Ryan says she is interested in being 
a teacher. Her plans include attending a 
four-year college and playing softball—
she’s just not sure where. 

Kiernan says he’s confident she will 
go on to good things.

 “She’ll have places to go, have op-
portunities,” says Kiernan.

Sophomore Infielder/Outfielder Molly Ryan no. 
15 of Sac City College slides into second base as 
Tori Mickelson #6 of Cosumnes River College tags 
second and looks to throw to first during the home 
game against Cosumnes River College at the Soft-
ball field at Sac City College on March 19.

 Photo by Dianne Rose // dianne.rose.express@gmail.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Edwin Booze
Staff writer // machinistedwin@yahoo.com

THE NEW PERFORMING ARTS Center celebrates its 
renovation with a big crowd-pleasing musical produc-
tion, “Guys and Dolls,” presented by the Sacramento City 
College Theatre Department April 19-May 12. 

With a cast of 33 actors and a 15-piece band, “Guys 
and Dolls” will be the first big musical in 30 years to be 
performed at City College, according to director, Chris-
tine Nicholson who says the Performing Arts Center 
now has the ability to facilitate a big song-and-dance 
production like “Guys and Dolls.” 

“We are opening the auditorium—which is a 650 
seat house—this year after the renovation,” says Nich-
olson.

According to Nicholson, “Guys and Dolls” is one 
of the most popular musicals in America and has been 
since its first production in 1951, so it was an obvious 
choice for the Theatre Department. 

“We and the school wanted something that would 
be crowd-pleasing, fun and would hopefully sell well,” 
says Nicholson. 

In the musical, Nathan, played by Chris Raymond, 
a performing arts major, needs $1,000 dollars to pay for 
a venue for his illegal “floating craps” dice game. To get 
the money, Nathan bets Sky, played by performing arts 
major, Tyson Wheeler, to bring a girl of his choosing 
to a nightclub in Havana, Cuba. Sky, an avid gambler, 
takes the bet, and Nathan chooses pious missionary Sara 
Brown, played by Carly Neil, who graduated from City 
College in 2001. 

Wheeler is excited about playing the classic lead role 
of Sky.

“I didn’t know the play or the role of Sky before—

only that it was a classic,” says Wheeler. “Now I love it.”
Neil thinks the City College community will react 

well to the production. 
“’Guys and Dolls’ is just a fantastic show,” says Neil.
And this fantastic show is just what City College 

needs, according to Nicholson. There is something for 
everyone in this production, and audiences will be com-
pletely entertained. 

“It’s glorious music, fun dance numbers, colorful 
and audience friendly,” says Nicholson.

Performances will be held at The Performing Arts 
Center Auditorium, Sacramento City College 3835 
Freeport Blvd., April 19-May 12, Friday and Saturday, 8 
p.m., $15 general admission, $12 students and seniors. 
Sunday, 2 p.m., $13 general admission, $10 students 
and seniors. Saturday matinee, May 11 at 2 p.m. For 
ticket reservations please call the theatre box office at 
(916) 558-2228. For more information please visit www.
citytheatre.net.

The guys and the dolls sing and dance in the first musical shown at the Performing Arts Center in 10 years

 Kelvin A. Sanders Sr. // ksanderssrexpress.com 
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The cast of “Guys and Dolls” rehearsing in the Little Theater. 
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