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YOU FULFILLED
THEIR DREAMS
Our readers donated
more than $140,000
to buy clothes, musical
instruments and more
for Book of Dreams. 1B

SPORTS

49ERS WIN THEIR
4TH IN A ROW
Jimmy Garoppolo leads
San Francisco past the
Jaguars’ stingy defense
for a 44-33 victory, its
fourth in a row. 1C

T raditional incandescent
lightbulbs are about to
start going dark in
California.

The old-fashioned bulbs are
expected to start disappearing
from hardware and home-im-
provement store shelves begin-
ning Jan. 1, when ambitious
energy-efficiency regulations
are scheduled to take effect

across the state.
Although bulb manufacturers

are trying to get a court order
preventing the regulations from
kicking in, it looks like consum-
ers will soon be left to choose
between light-emitting diode
bulbs (LEDs) or those oddly
shaped, compact fluorescent
lights.
The bulbs won’t vanish right

away. Retailers will be allowed
to sell off their old stock of
incandescent bulbs beyond the
start of 2018. But they won’t be

able to sell any bulbs manu-
factured after Jan. 1 that don’t
meet the new standards.
Driving the change is energy

efficiency. Former President
George W. Bush signed a law in
2007 that gradually phases in
new standards for bulbs, with
the latest installment set to take
effect across the country in
January 2020. The federal law
allows California to implement
the regulations two years earli-
er, state officials say.
The new rules don’t explicitly

ban incandescent bulbs. In-
stead, they impose such high
energy standards that the in-
candescent bulbs will become
effectively obsolete.
“Incandescents won’t be able

to compete,” said spokeswoman
Amber Pasricha Beck of the
California Energy Commission.
“When a consumer goes into a
store they will not see an in-
candescent bulb.”
The new standards will apply

mainly to general-purpose light
bulbs and won’t affect most
specialty products, including
Christmas lights. Some incan-
descent bulbs will still be al-
lowed, including oven lights and
three-way bulbs.
It remains to be seen how

shoppers will react. Many con-
sumers still favor incandescent

Incandescents set to vanish
from California stores Jan. 1
BY DALE KASLER
dkasler@sacbee.com

SEE LIGHTBULBS, 12A

VLADIMIR GRIGOREV Dreamstime

Over time, LED lights, especially
the “soft white” versions, have
found more acceptance by
consumers.

We’re drawn to lights, especially this time of year, whether we see them as guiding us on a spiritual path, representing the Star of Be-
thlehem, or just inviting us to enjoy the glow on cold damp Sacramento nights. Our Christmas may not be dusted with snow, but it is
cast in colors. Here we can gaze on the governor’s H Street mansion, swathed in energy-efficient LED bulbs, a climate-change conscious
display of the holiday spirit. Gov. Jerry Brown often toggles between the political, practical and spiritual, even quoting metaphysical
poet John Donne (1572-1631) for this year’s State of the State address. He would be an apt choice now, for Donne found illumination in
light. To him, it was a form of religious revelation, and he expressed that in verse and sermons: “Thy Son shall shine as he shines now,
and heretofore.” And sometimes our lights just beckon us because they pierce the darkness. Even LEDs can lead the way.

PAUL KITAGAKI JR. pkitagaki@sacbee.com

LIGHTS THAT PIERCE THE DARKNESS

WASHINGTON
When Anooha Dasari, 16,

heard the federal government
was about to kill rules that
guaranteed an open internet,
she contacted her U.S. repre-
sentatives for the first time,
asking them to stop the action.
The Mundelein, Ill., high

school junior then passed
around a link to classmates for
a website that automatically
placed calls, web comments
and emails to the Federal
Communications Commission,
the agency that was moving to
repeal the net neutrality rules.
When the FCC voted Dec. 14
on the rollback, Dasari stayed

glued to her smartphone for
updates while taking her Amer-
ican government class.
“For research, for news, to

communicate with friends, the
internet is a big part of my
life,” Dasari said. “It has for-
mulated my personality, opin-

ions and political ideology. If it
is controlled, my generation of
students could be inclined to
be just on one part of the spec-
trum. That’s dangerous.”
Millions of Americans have

been caught up in a bitter de-
bate over the repeal of net
neutrality rules that prevented
broadband providers from
blocking websites or demand-
ing fees to reach consumers.
But the most vocal and com-
mitted activity may have come
from generation internet, the
digitally savvy teenagers in
middle and high school who
grew up with an open internet.

KIDS GET THIS
The repeal of net neutrality

has gotten many of these teens
politically engaged for the first
time, with fears that the dis-
mantling of rules could open
the door for broadband provid-
ers like AT&T and Comcast to
distort the experience of ac-

ILANA PANICH-LINSMAN New York Times

Kyle, Texas, high school history teacher Laurie Crowe postponed an
exam because her students were so distracted in class – they were
busy livestreaming the FCC’s vote to roll back net neutrality.

Teen voices strong in protests
against net neutrality repeal
BY CECILIA KANG
New York Times

SEE NET NEUTRALITY, 12A
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LUCKY NUMBERS
DRAWN SUNDAY
Fantasy 5 3 5 16 33 39
Daily 4 6 6 7 8
Daily 3 Midday 9 4 4
Daily 3 Evening 3 2 5
Daily Derby 11 7 3

RACE TIME: 1:46.90

PAST DRAWS

POWERBALL
Saturday ($300 million)

1 3 13 15 44 25
Winner: None
Next draw:Wednesday
($337 million)

MEGA MILLIONS
Friday ($253 million)

1 20 30 33 42 16
Winner: None
Next draw: Tuesday
($277 million)

SUPERLOTTO PLUS
Saturday ($8 million)

1 4 7 34 40 1
Winner: None
Next draw:Wednesday
($9 million)

SOURCE: CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

‘Last Jedi’ still
dominating the
movie galaxy
“Star Wars: The Last

Jedi” is continuing its
dominance over the movie
galaxy as expected, out-
pacing three new releases.
Studio estimates Sunday
show the eighth install-
ment in the space saga
added another $69 mil-
lion to its coffers over the
weekend.
The adventure caper

“Jumanji: Welcome to the
Jungle” debuted in second
place with $34 million.
Two new musicals fol-
lowed, with “Pitch Perfect
3” opening in third place
and “The Greatest Show-
man” debuting in fourth.
These three new films

collectively earned less
than “The Last Jedi” since
opening on Friday.
The animated tale “Fer-

dinand” claimed the fifth
spot, taking in $7 million
in its second weekend in
theaters.
Final box office figures

will be released Tuesday.

‘Real Housewives’
star arrested
in Florida
A star of the reality

television series “The Real
Housewives of New York
City” has been arrested in
Florida.
Palm Beach County

court records show 52-
year-old Luann de Les-

seps was booked into jail
Sunday on charges of
battery on a law enforce-
ment officer, resisting
arrest with violence, dis-
orderly intoxication and
corruption by threat.
The Palm Bach Post

reported Judge Ted
Booras ordered de Les-
seps released without
bond.
The circumstances of de

Lesseps’ arrest late Sat-
urday in Palm Beach were
not immediately available
in court records. Messages
left Sunday morning for a
Palm Beach Police spokes-
man were not immediate-
ly returned.
The newspaper reported

that a prosecutor said de

Lesseps slammed a door
and kicked at least one
police officer, and she
made threatening com-
ments before she was
arrested.

Holiday kicks off
new era for
‘Doctor Who’
For millions of Britons,

a traditional Christmas
Day includes turkey, brus-
sels sprouts, Christmas
pudding – and a special
seasonal episode of “Doc-
tor Who.”
The global success of

the venerable sci-fi series
means that fans around
the world will also tune in

Monday to watch Peter
Capaldi’s final adventure
as the space-hopping
Time Lord known as the
Doctor. (Americans can
see it on BBC America at
9 p.m. Eastern).
The show has had a

dozen Doctors over its
54-year history, and this is
one of those bittersweet
moments when one lead
actor hands over to anoth-
er. At episode’s end, view-
ers will see Capaldi trans-
form – through a Time
Lord process known as
regeneration – into Jodie
Whittaker, the first wom-
an to play the part.

Queen’s cousin
apologizes for
offensive jewelry
Queen Elizabeth II’s

cousin has apologized for
wearing jewelry that some
observers on social media
found offensive.
A spokesman for Prin-

cess Michael of Kent
said late Friday that she is
“very sorry and dis-
tressed” that a brooch
featuring the head of a
black man caused offense.
Some social media ob-

servers suggested it was a
racist slight toMeghan
Markle, Prince Harry’s
fiancée, whose mother is
African American. The
princess has worn the
brooch many times be-
fore.
The princess, who en-

tered the royal family
when she married Prince
Michael of Kent, wore the
brooch to a Christmas

lunch hosted by the queen
last week. Markle was
among the guests.
Markle and Harry plan

to marry at Windsor Cas-
tle in May. There was no
indication the brooch
offended either Markle or
Harry.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

PEOPLE

SIMON RIDGWAY BBC Worlwide Limited

David Bradley, left, and Peter Capaldi star in this year’s
Christmas episode of “Doctor Who.” Fans around the
world will tune in Monday for Capaldi’s final adventure as
the space-hopping Time Lord known as the Doctor.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Birthdays
Rhythm-and-blues singer
John Edwards (the
Spinners) is 73. Actor Gary
Sandy is 72. Singer Jimmy
Buffett is 71. Pro and
College Football Hall-of-
Famer Larry Csonka is 71.
Country singer Barbara
Mandrell is 69. Actress
Sissy Spacek is 68. Singer
Annie Lennox is 63.
Reggae singer-musician
Robin Campbell (UB40) is
63. Country singer Steve
Wariner is 63. Singer
Shane MacGowan (the
Pogues, the Popes) is 60.
Baseball Hall of Famer
Rickey Henderson is 59.
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau is 46. Rock
musician Noel Hogan (the
Cranberries) is 46. Singer
Dido is 46. Rock singer
Mac Powell (Third Day) is
45. Rock singer-musician
Lukas Nelson (Lukas
Nelson & Promise of the
Real) is 29.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Graduating from college
is supposed to open doors
to good jobs and living
wages. But for many Cali-
fornia State University
students, a diploma
means mountains of debt,
not from tuition but from
food, housing and other
basic needs.
And students whose

families most need the leg
up are the ones who find
themselves buried in
loans, according to a new

report by The Institute for
College Access and Suc-
cess (TICAS) and the Cal
State Student Association.
Nearly 80 percent of

the 2015-16 CSU gradu-
ates who borrowed money
had annual family in-
comes of no more than
$54,000, the report
found. Two-thirds had
family incomes lower than
$27,000. And while just
45 percent of Asian and
47 percent of white gradu-
ates left school in the red,
76 percent of black and 57
percent of Latino gradu-
ates took on debt.

But these graduates
didn’t borrow to cover
tuition. In fact, most CSU
students don’t pay tuition
at all; they rely on grants
to cover that particular
bill. Instead, students are
borrowing to survive,
using loans to buy dinner
and pay rent. A 2015 CSU
survey found that nearly a
quarter of the system’s
students are food inse-
cure.
That may be partially

because the cost of living
has gone up in places like
the Bay Area and Los
Angeles in recent years.

But it’s also because state
policy and school grants
haven’t kept pace with
need; grants help low-
income students pay tui-
tion and fees but rarely
also cover living expenses.
“When it comes to fi-

nancial aid, schools are
often focused on covering
tuition because that helps
students enroll and keeps
buildings open and the
faculty paid,” Debbie
Cochrane, vice president
of The Institute for Col-
lege Access and Success,
said during a phone in-
terview. “But we can’t

forget the importance of
financial aid for the other
costs if we’re looking at
affordability and financial
aid from a student per-
spective.”
Sure, many students get

jobs. But working to avoid
debt isn’t a feasible op-
tion. According to the
report, low-income stu-
dents would have to work
an average of nearly 30
hours a week to cover the
cost of college after
grants. But research
shows working more than
20 hours decreases the
likelihood that students

will graduate on time.
Maggie White, presi-

dent of the Cal State Stu-
dent Association, attends
CSU Stanislaus. Even in
what is a relatively affor-
dable part of the state,
students on her campus
need to work about 24
hours a week to make
ends meet.
There’s a public percep-

tion, White said during a
phone interview, that
low-income students in
California go to college
for free, “but that’s just
not true.”
Students shouldn’t have

to work full time and go to
school full time to get
through college, White
said.
“We need to have a

conversation around
‘What do we consider
acceptable?'” she said.

CSU’s poorest students
buried in debt, study finds
BY EMILY DURAY
(San Jose) Mercury News

A suspicious package
that appeared Saturday
night in the swanky Los
Angeles neighborhood of
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin prompted
lengthy street closures
and a sizable response by
local and federal authori-
ties, including members of
the Los Angeles Police
Department’s bomb

squad.
But the bomb scare was

a false alarm, police told
local media, after the
package was discovered to
contain only horse ma-
nure.
A large box, covered in

holiday wrapping paper
and addressed to Mnu-
chin, was left outside the
home of one of his Bel Air
neighbors Saturday eve-
ning, ABC 7 News report-
ed.
The package was la-

beled as being from “the
American people,” ac-
cording to the news sta-
tion.
Secret Service agents

and Los Angeles police,
including bomb-squad
officers, soon swarmed
the area to investigate the
package.
In video of the scene

taken by an NBC Los
Angeles helicopter, an
officer can be seen open-
ing the box, dumping out
its contents and spreading

a dark, unevenly clumped
substance across the
ground.
The substance ended up

being horse manure, po-
lice said. And, according
to aerial footage, there
was a lot of it.
Afterward, at least three

officers could be seen
standing around the pile,
shining flashlights on the
manure and moving it
around with their feet,
presumably to check
whether anything else

might be hidden in it.
The LAPD told local

media on Saturday that
the Secret Service is tak-
ing over the investigation.
The Secret Service said
Sunday that it was “aware
of this matter” but re-
ferred all questions back
to Los Angeles police.
The Bel Air neighbor-

hood is filled with multi-
million-dollar mansions
and is home to many
celebrities.
One resident, Prince

Frederic von Anhalt,told
CBS Los Angeles that he
was blocked from leaving
his neighborhood for
about two hours while
police cleared the scene.

“We have $50 million
homes and we can’t move.
We can’t get out,” von
Anhalt, an entrepreneur
and husband of the late
actress Zsa Zsa Gabor,
told the news station Sat-
urday night. “That’s bad.
They have to find another
way.”
It is unclear whether

Mnuchin was home dur-
ing the incident. Repre-
sentatives for the Trea-
sury Department did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment
Sunday morning.

Box of manure sent to Treasury secretary
shakes up his Bel Air neighborhood
BY AMYWANG
Washington Post

ADELANTO, CALIF.

D rive by the
High Desert
Truck Stop,
turn down a

rutted road by the bail
bond signs, slip behind a
steel fence edged with
barbed wire, and you can
glimpse the future of
California’s emerging
legal pot industry.
In a boxy warehouse

marked only by a street
number, an $8 million
marijuana production
plant – a farm, laboratory
and factory all in one – is
rising inside cavernous
rooms crisscrossed by
electrical cables.
Not far off, a retail

shop is planned to sell
edible, thin strips infused
with cannabis extract and
powerful concentrates
known as resins that also
will be shipped to stores
around the state.
California has long

been known for its bou-
tique pot market, produc-
ing world-famous buds
on small plots in the
so-called Emerald Trian-
gle, north of San Francis-
co. Broad legalization
starts Jan. 1, and this will
be a test of whether big-
ger is better.
“It’s not going to be a

cottage industry. We’re
not doing it at a craft
beer level,” says Brad
Eckenweiler, chief exec-
utive of Lifestyle Deliv-
ery Systems, the Canada-
based company behind
the venture on a dusty
industrial strip 90 miles
from Los Angeles.
In the new market-

place, Lifestyle is what’s
known as a “vertically
integrated company,”
with a hand in virtually
every aspect of the busi-
ness, from producing
organic seeds to over-
the-counter sales.
The company’s ambi-

tion also points to an
unfolding rivalry: a battle
of size.
Some fear corporate-

level businesses will
eventually doom mom-
and-pop growers and
sellers, much as Big To-
bacco dominated its
market.
“As we have a lot of

the Wall Street and the
other big money bearing
down on the No. 1 mar-

ketplace in the world right
here, I think the only way
the small operators are
really going to have a
chance is if we really do
kind of band together,”
said Erik Hultstrom, a Los
Angeles cultivator.
For now, the shape of

California’s new market
remains largely unknown.
An illegal industry that

operated in the shadows
and the loosely regulated
medical one are facing
rapid change now that the
legalization of recreation-
al pot is arriving, with new
government rules and
taxes and a flood of in-
vestment dollars. Lifestyle
Delivery Systems Inc. is a
publicly traded company
in Canada, valued at
about $45 million.
Two years ago, a state

commission recognized
that small operators could
be vulnerable once the
doorway opened to legal
sales. But temporary state
rules issued last month

placed no limit on most
cultivator licenses, poten-
tially opening the way for
vast cannabis farms. State
regulators say local gov-
ernments are free to im-
pose restrictions, howev-
er.
Last week, California

issued its first commercial
licenses, and they show
others intend to get a
foothold in various sectors
of the market, picking off
multiple permits for trans-
portation, manufacturing
and retailing.
Helena Yli-Renko, di-

rector of the Lloyd Greif
Center for Entrepreneu-
rial Studies at the Uni-
versity of Southern Cali-
fornia, said size might be
an advantage but she sees
opportunity for specialists,
such as companies that
develop new extraction
technologies or provide
monthly subscriptions,
like wine clubs.
But Hezekiah Allen,

executive director of the

California Growers Asso-
ciation, an industry group,
said corporate-scale com-
panies with a lock on the
supply chain have the
potential to tilt the market
in their favor.
“The more steps in the

supply chain you control,
you can control pricing,”
he said. “It’s artificial.”
To Eckenweiler, size is

strength.
While manufacturers

buying pot on the open
market will have to con-
tend with inevitable price
swings, growing in-house
will buffer the company
from those ups and
downs, he said.
The same is true for

transportation – doing it
yourself saves money.
And having a stake in a
dispensary, to be run
through a contractual
relationship, would pro-
vide access to shelf space.
On a tour of the partial-

ly completed site, he
points to rooms that will

one day house multi-tier
platforms of pot plants,
and pulls open a freezer
where stacks of packaged
pot buds are ready for
production.
“I’m not saying you

couldn’t have a good busi-
ness model as a cultivator,
as a manufacturer, as a
transport distributor or a
dispensary. But we’re
going to have the benefit
of being all of those,”
Eckenweiler said.
A freeway ride and a

world away in Los An-
geles’ San Fernando Val-
ley, in a small, gated
warehouse amid scra-
pyards and garages, Hult-
strom tends his crop.
Organic plants at differ-

ent stages are arranged in
regimental rows in several
rooms, fed by water circu-
lated through plastic pip-
ing. Powerful lights warm
the seedlings, and a venti-
lation system keeps the
pungent aroma from waft-
ing into nearby lots.

At Lifestyle Delivery
Systems, Eckenweiler
said his machine can
produce 50,000 edible
strips an hour. Hult-
strom’s nursery, Legacy
Strains, moves at a slow-
er pace.
An employee sits at a

desk, patiently snipping
leaves from plant buds,
one at a time, while an
adopted stray dog col-
lapses into a weathered
couch.
Lifestyle has plans for

a 202,000-square-foot
cultivation facility. Hult-
strom watches over a
fraction of that – 2,100
square feet of pot plants.
He’s confident in his

ability to produce top-
shelf cannabis, and he
knows his market: He’s
been in the business in
various jobs since 2005.
But Hultstrom wonders

if licensing and compli-
ance costs that experts
say will run $100,000 or
more, as well as taxes,
distribution and other
markups, will slant the
market toward big pro-
ducers with more fi-
nancial muscle.
Increasing costs could

present a barrier to enter-
ing the legal market,
Hultstrom said, or force
smaller growers to take
on new investors. At risk,
as well, is the communal
spirit of a business that
has seen years of shifting
laws and enforcement,
he said.
As legal sales ap-

proach, many questions
remain.
It’s unclear if the black

market will persist or
fade away. Few major
banks want to do busi-
ness with pot shops or
growers, since cannabis
remains illegal in the
federal government’s
eyes.
As a small grower,

Hultstrom knows he
can’t compete toe-to-toe
against large operators,
an acknowledgment that
recalls how big-box
stores emptied local
shopping strips.
The strategy is to find

an angle they can’t cover.
“Usually, the smaller

the operation, the better
quality you tend to
have,” he said. “It’s just
finding that niche.”

MIKE BLOOD AP

Brad Eckenweiler, chief executive of Lifestyle Delivery Systems, holds a bottle of “resin,” a powerful marijuana
concentrate in Adelanto, Calif.

Boutiques seek niche as
state gears up for legal pot

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press
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ATLANTA
Airports officials across

the country say their elec-
trical systems are reliable
despite problems that led
to an 11-hour blackout at
Hartsfield-Jackson In-
ternational Airport in
Atlanta.
Aviation experts aren’t

so sure. They say Atlanta’s
massive blackout shows
airports are vulnerable to
accidental or intentional
failures of critical infra-
structure. And the chaos
that resulted here sug-
gests an even more dis-
turbing lack of preparation
for how to handle pas-
senger safety after some-
thing goes wrong.
“I know every other

airport is thinking about it
right now,” said Sheldon
Jacobson, an aviation
security expert at the
University of Illinois.
“Hartsfield-Jackson has
done a great service to our
country. Every airport is
going to do a root-cause
analysis and ask, ‘If this
happened, what would
happen here?’ ”
It probably didn’t feel

like a public service to
some 35,000 people
stranded when the lights
went out at Hartsfield-
Jackson on Dec. 17. Pas-
sengers described a chaot-
ic scene as they fumbled
around in the dark and
heard next to nothing
about what was going on
from airline and airport
employees.
Georgia Power officials

say the blackout stemmed
from a fire in an under-
ground electrical facility
that disabled both the
primary and backup elec-
trical systems. An airport

backup generator also
failed to keep the power
on in one concourse.
The Atlanta Fire De-

partment has concluded
its preliminary investiga-
tion into the incident and
found no evidence of foul
play. Utility officials say a
full investigation could
take weeks.
“At this time, we are

focused on completing a
safe and thorough in-
vestigation,” Georgia
Power spokesman Jacob
Hawkins told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution.
“Once that is completed,
we will work closely with
Hartsfield-Jackson to put
the best, most effective
processes and improve-
ments in place to ensure
this cannot happen
again.”
In a written statement,

General Manager Roose-
velt Council Jr. said the
airport also is committed
to avoiding a repeat of the
blackout. But – like Geor-
gia Power – he offered no
specifics about what will
change.
“In the coming days

and weeks we will closely
review what happened
and determine what needs
improvement,” Council
said.
The blackout led air-

lines to cancel hundreds
of flights in and out of
Atlanta on Dec. 17-18,
causing hassles at Harts-
field and at other airports.
It also led airports to ex-
amine their own power
supplies.

‘FULLY PREPARED’
Lauren Huffman, a

spokesman for Chicago’s
airports, said they are
trying to learn from what
happened in Atlanta and
to “understand what, if
any, additional steps can

be taken to enhance our
systems in Chicago.” But
she said the city is “fully
prepared to address a
situation like this if one
were to occur at O’Hare
or Midway International
Airport.”
Airports in Charlotte,

Dallas, Denver and Wash-
ington, D.C., also told The
Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion they’re confident in
their power systems.
“Our airports (Reagan

National and Dulles In-
ternational) have redun-
dant power feeds, as well
as backup generators on
airport property to supply
critical systems,” said Rob
Yingling of the Metropol-
itan Washington Airports
Authority.
Of course, Hartsfield-

Jackson also has a redun-
dant electrical system and
backup generators. And
the airports offered few
specifics to show their
systems are better than
Atlanta’s.
Jacobson said the Atlan-

ta fire is a heads-up to
terrorists as well as airport
officials that electrical
systems can be completely
disabled if backup systems
are too close to the pri-
mary ones.

HANDLING PEOPLE
Electrical systems are

just the beginning of air-
ports’ vulnerability, ac-
cording to Colorado avia-
tion consultant Mike
Boyd. He’s more con-
cerned about how Atlanta
handled passengers after
the power went out.
“Infrastructure will fail,

no matter what you do.
Infrastructure can be
made to fail,” he said.
“The issue is, what do we
do when it does fail?”

American airports have much
to learn from Atlanta blackout
BY DAVIDWICKERT
Cox Newspapers

PALM BEACH, FLA.

P resident Donald
Trump opened
his first Christ-
mas Eve in office

by offering season’s greet-
ings to U.S. troops sta-
tioned around the world
and applauding the sacri-
fices their families make
when their loved ones are
away.
“Today and every day,

we’re incredibly thankful
for you and for your fam-
ilies,” Trump said from
his Florida estate, where
he is spending the holi-
days with his family.
“Your families have been
tremendous. Always un-
derappreciated, the mil-
itary families. The great-
est people on Earth.”
Trump spoke briefly by

video hook-up on Sunday
to members of the Army,

Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard
stationed in Qatar, Kuwait
and Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and patrolling the
Strait of Hormuz in the
Middle East.
Trump complimented

each branch of the armed
forces. He said the Army’s
“Iron Brigade” combat
team in Kuwait is per-
forming a “vital mission”
by partnering with the
Iraqi, Kuwaiti, Saudi Ara-
bian and Jordanian ar-
mies, and providing force
protection in Syria and
Iraq.
He said a Kuwait-based,

Marine air-ground task
force has provided more
than 4,000 flight hours of
close air support in the
campaign against the
Islamic State group, and
he thanked sailors aboard
the USS Sampson for
defending “high-value
assets” in the Strait of

Hormuz.
Trump also singled out

the Air Force’s 69th Expe-
ditionary Bomb Squadron
in Qatar for engaging
more than 700 IS and
Taliban targets in five
separate countries and
winning two trophies in an
Air Force bomb competi-
tion. He called winning
both an “amazing
achievement.”
But he seemed to re-

serve the most praise for
the Coast Guard, which
impressed the president
with its rescue operations
during a devastating hur-
ricane season in Florida,
Texas, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands.
“You’ve done such an

incredible job in Texas
and Florida and Puerto
Rico,” Trump said. “What
a job you’ve done … saved
thousands and thousands
of lives.”
Puerto Ricans, however,

may question the presi-
dent’s upbeat assessment
of their situation.
Power generation on

the U.S. territory is at 65
percent of normal, with
nine of Puerto Rico’s 78
municipalities still com-
pletely in the dark more
than three months after
Hurricane Maria walloped
the island. More than
200,000 homes were
damaged and more than
30,000 people have lost
their jobs, sparking an
exodus of more than
200,000 Puerto Ricans to
Florida alone.
In closing, Trump off-

ered thanks to those who
are away from their fam-
ilies to “defend all of our
families, our freedoms
and our pride.”
“Every American heart

is thankful to you and
we’re asking God to watch
over you and to watch
over your families,” he
said, before he asked
journalists to leave the
room so he could begin
taking questions from the
service members.

CAROLYN KASTER AP

President Donald Trump talks to reporters during a
Christmas Eve video teleconference with U.S. troops.

Trump sends
greetings
to US troops
Associated Press
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The list of this year’s 25
“worst” passwords says a
lot about us.
“Starwars” (No. 16)

reflects a resurgent force
in popular culture.
“Whatever” (No. 23)

and “letmein” (No. 7)
seem to speak to an ex-
asperation with online
security itself.
And “password” (No. 2)

speaks to our collective
lack of creativity.
They are among the 11

new entrants to the an-
nual “worst passwords”
list, compiled by Splash-
Data, a company that
creates applications for
password management
and security. The pop-
ularity and simplicity of
those passwords pose risks
for those who use them,
the company said.
“Hackers know your

tricks, and merely tweak-
ing an easily guessable
password does not make it
secure,”Morgan Slain,
SplashData’s chief exec-
utive, said in a news re-
lease. “Our hope is that
our Worst Passwords of
the Year list will cause
people to take steps to
protect themselves on-
line.”
The analysis was based

on more than 5 million
leaked passwords, most of
them used by people in
North America and West-
ern Europe.
New entrants to the list

this year included “ilo-
veyou,” “monkey,” “hel-
lo,” “freedom,” “qazwsx”
and “trustno1.”
Some, but not all, web-

sites and services impose

stringent requirements to
prevent users from selec-
ting insecure passwords.
Strong, effective pass-

words should be relatively
long and unique, experts
say. They can be mea-
ningless strings of charac-
ters, numbers and punc-
tuation or, as has become
popular in recent years,
full sentences that are
easy to remember but
hard to guess.
While the SplashData

list differs from those
compiled by others, it
reflects a theme common
to such analyses: People
often use strings of se-
quential numbers as their
passwords.
As in 2016, “123456”

led the SplashData list.
The slightly more complex
“12345678” ranked third
and “12345” ranked fifth,
followed by “123456789”
in sixth place and
“1234567” in eighth.
The company estimated

that nearly 3 percent of
people have used the
worst password on the list
and almost 10 percent
have used one of the
worst 25.
SplashData’s larger list

of the 100 worst pass-
words reveals that popular
choices include common
names, such as “robert”
(No. 31), “george” (No.
48) and “michelle” (No.
81). Years were popular
passwords too – 1990 and
1991 were ranked 64th
and 65th.
Sports references were

also common. The 27th
worst password was “jor-
dan23,” an apparent refer-
ence to Michael Jordan
and his famous jersey
number. The 37th worst
one was “lakers.”

Second-worst
password of 2017
was ‘password’
BY NIRAJ CHOKSHI
New York Times

ATLANTA

A Democratic
congressional
candidate out-
side Philadelphia

calls the Republican tax
overhaul a “cynical bill”
that will redistribute
wealth upward.
One of her counterparts

in California dismisses
estimates of tax savings
for most U.S. households
and says the legislation is
“just putting money in the
pocket of the wealthy.”
And in Kansas, a Demo-
cratic candidate for gover-
nor says it’s “a recipe for
disaster” that previews
inevitable cuts to popular
programs like Social Secu-
rity and Medicare.
While Republicans

celebrate a massive tax
overhaul they say will
goose the economy and
increase workers’ take-
home pay up and down
the income ladder, Demo-

crats are aiming to turn
the tax law into a cudgel
in next year’s fight to
retake control of Congress
and to dent GOP advan-
tages in statehouses.
Democrats hope to use

the tax plan, passed with-
out a single Democratic
vote, to help reclaim their
identity as the party of
middle-class and working-
class America. They hope
Republican efforts to gut
the 2010 health care law
and President Donald
Trump’s unpopularity will
help that cause.
“It’s all a consistent

message: This is not what
you were promised,” says
Chrissy Houlahan, a Dem-
ocratic candidate in the
suburban Philadelphia
district of Republican Rep.
Ryan Costello, who voted
for the tax plan. He is one
of Democrats’ top GOP
targets as they try to flip
the 24 GOP-held seats
necessary for a House
majority.
Republicans acknowl-

edge dismal polling for

their approach but count
on a turnaround in public
opinion as tax cuts for
many take effect.
A Wall-Street Journal/

NBC News poll taken
Dec. 13-15 found just 17
percent of respondents
expect to pay less in taxes,
while a third thought
they’d pay more. Two-
thirds of those polled said
corporations would get
breaks; more than half
said rich people would get
cuts.
The nonpartisan Tax

Policy Center calculates
that every income bracket
will see gains in after-tax
income, at least until
some of provisions expire
after 2025.
“When Americans see

they have more in their
paycheck, we think they’ll
be appreciative,” says
Republican consultant
Corry Bliss,“I think it sets
up a wonderful contrast
for the midterms.”
In California, Demo-

cratic House challenger
Gil Cisneros plans to ham-
mer Rep. Ed Royce for
backing the bill. Cisneros
acknowledges many filers
will benefit from expand-
ed standard deductions
and a more generous child
tax credit, but said the
other changes will offset
much of that.
“You can’t buy votes

with a few bucks in a
paycheck,” Cisneros says.

Dems to make
tax plan key
midterm issue
BY BILL BARROW
Associated Press

SUSAN WALSH AP

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California, left,
standing with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of
New York, blasts the Republican tax plan at a news
conference Wednesday on Capitol Hill in Washington.

A presidential adviser
says Donald Trump has
full confidence in his new
FBI director despite a
series of attacks on the
impartiality of his soon-to-
retire deputy.
Marc Short told “Fox

News Sunday” the presi-
dent is “very pleased”
with Director Chris Wray.

The comments came as
Trump continued to assail
Deputy Director Andrew
McCabe, who plans to
retire next year.
McCabe’s supervision of

the Hillary Clinton email
investigation has come
under scrutiny because his
wife’s state Senate cam-
paign received contribu-
tions from Clinton ally
Terry McAuliffe’s political
action committee.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Adviser: Trump
confident in
new FBI director

A small plane headed to
Key West for the Christ-
mas holiday crashed Sun-
day at the end of a runway
at a Florida airport, killing
five people, authorities
said.
The twin-engine Cessna

340 crashed shortly after
takeoff at Bartow Mun-
icipal Airport, immediately

killing the pilot and his four
adult passengers, according
to a statement from Polk
County Sheriff’s Office
spokeswoman Carrie
Horstman. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear what caused
the crash.
The sheriff’s office iden-

tified the pilot as Lakeland
attorney John Shannon. He
filed a flight plan to fly
Sunday from Bartow to Key
West, Horstman said.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Five dead after
plane crashes
at Florida airport



A roadside bomb killed
seven civilians on Sunday
in Afghanistan’s southern
Helmand province, offi-
cials said.
Haji Salam Khan, a

provincial council mem-
ber, said the blast killed
seven civilians and
wounded three others.

Omar Zwak, spokesman
for the provincial gover-
nor, confirmed the attack
but did not provide a toll.
No one immediately

claimed responsibility.
The Taliban have a

strong and growing pres-
ence in the area.
Elsewhere in Afghan-

istan, a mortar struck a
market in the eastern
Logar province, killing
three civilians.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Roadside bomb
kills 7 civilians in
Afghanistan
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DAVAO, PHILIPPINES
Philippine firefighters

recovered one body from
a burning shopping mall
Sunday and there was
“zero” chance of survival
for 36 other trapped peo-
ple inside the four-story
building in southern Da-
vao city, an official said.
Mayor Sara Duterte-

Carpio said firefighters
told distraught relatives of
the 36 trapped employees
of a business outsourcing
company at the top floor
of the NCCC Mall that
nobody could survive the
extreme heat and thick
black smoke.
“They were told that

the chances of survival are
zero,” she said, adding
that one of those trapped
may be a Chinese or a
South Korean, based on
the name.
It is unclear when fire-

fighters can break into
most areas of the mall,
where the blaze was put
under control Sunday
morning although smoke
continued to billow from
the building. The fire-
fighters won’t stop until
all those reported missing
are found, Duterte-Carpio
said.
Investigators will deter-

mine the cause of the fire
and the prospects of crim-
inal lawsuits against the
mall owners and officials
would depend on the
outcome of the investiga-
tion, said the mayor, who
is the daughter of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte.

Duterte, the mayor and
Roman Catholic Church
officials went to the site to
meet with relatives of the
trapped office employees
late Saturday and asked
them to pray. The presi-
dent was photographed
wiping his eyes with a
handkerchief, his head
bowed, at an emotional
moment with the rela-
tives.
The mall’s marketing

manager, Janna Abdullah
Mutalib, said the fire
started Saturday morning
at the third floor where
clothes, appliances and
furniture are sold, after a
storm hit Davao and
flooded parts of the city.
Except for a grocery at the
ground floor and the busi-
ness outsourcing company
at the top floor, the shop-
ping areas were still
closed to the public when
the fire started mid-morn-
ing, preventing a bigger
tragedy amid the peak
Christmas shopping sea-
son.
Duterte served as Da-

vao mayor for many years
before being elected to
the presidency last year.
It’s been a difficult year

for the tough-talking,
72-year-old leader, who
faced his most serious
crisis when hundreds of
pro-Islamic State group
extremists laid siege on
Marawi city, also in the
southern third of the Phi-
lippines. He declared
martial law in the south to
deal with the insurrection,
which troops crushed in
October.

1 body recovered,
36 feared dead in
Philippine mall fire
Associated Press

ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES

O ne of the dead-
liest storms to
hit the Philip-
pines this year

blew out of the country’s
south Sunday after leaving
more than 120 people
dead and 160 missing in
landslides and flash
floods.
Tropical Storm Tembin

strengthened into a ty-
phoon before moving into
the South China Sea. Most
of the dead and missing
were reported in the hard-

hit provinces of Lanao del
Norte and Lanao del Sur
and on the Zamboanga
Peninsula.
Intense rainfall in the

mountains most likely
caused landslides that
blocked rainwater, said
Marina Marasigan of the
government’s disaster-
response agency. When
the naturally formed dams
broke from the pressure,
torrents of rainwater
smashed into the villages
below.
Mayor Bong Edding of

Sibuco town blamed log-
ging operations in the
mountains for flash floods

that swept away houses
with more than 30 resi-
dents. Five bodies have
been recovered so far in
the village and a search
and rescue was contin-
uing.
A large number of dead

and missing was also
reported in Lanao del
Norte and Lanao del Sur
provinces, where flood-
waters from a mountain
washed away several
riverside houses.
Marasigan asked the

public to heed storm
warnings and evacuation
orders to avoid casualties.
“We’re really sad that

we have this news espe-
cially because our coun-
trymen were looking to
celebrate Christmas,”
Marasigan told a televised
news conference.
Thousands of villagers

fled to emergency shelters
and more than 500 pas-
sengers remained strand-
ed in airports and seaports
after the coast guard pro-
hibited ferries from ven-
turing out in the rough
seas and several flights
were canceled as the
storm raged Saturday.
The typhoon was pack-

ing maximum sustained
winds of 75 miles per hour
and gusts of up to 90
mph.
An inter-island ferry

sank off northeastern
Quezon province Thurs-
day after being lashed by
fierce winds and big
waves, leaving at least five
people dead. More than
250 passengers and crew-
men were rescued.
Earlier in the week,

another tropical storm left
more than 50 people dead
and 31 others missing,
mostly due to landslides,
and damaged more than
10,000 houses in the
central Philippines.
Among the areas bat-

tered by the latest storm
was Marawi, a lakeside
city in Lanao del Sur that
is still recovering from a
five-month siege by pro-
Islamic State group extre-
mists that left more than
1,000 people dead and
displaced its entire pop-
ulation of about 200,000
people.
It was the latest disaster

to hit the Philippines,
which is battered by about
20 typhoons and storms
each year, making the
archipelago that lies on
the Pacific typhoon belt
one of the world’s most
disaster-prone countries.

DAISY BARIMBAO AP

People gather on a bridge that was damaged by flooding brought about by Tropical
Storm Tembin on Sunday in Zamboanga Del Sur, southern Philippines. The storm
unleashed flash floods that swept away people and houses in the southern Philippines.

Typhoon ravages
south Philippines,
more than 120 dead
Associated Press

North Korea said sanc-
tions imposed by the Unit-
ed Nations last week are
an “act of war” and has
vowed to bolster its nucle-
ar force in an outright
rejection of the resolution.
“We define this ‘sanc-

tions resolution’ rigged by
the U.S. and its followers
as a grave infringement
upon the sovereignty of
our Republic and as an act
of war violating peace and
stability in the Korean
Peninsula and the region,”
North Korea’s foreign
ministry said in a state-
ment on state media Sun-
day.
The U.N. Security

Council voted unanimous-
ly Friday to impose new
sanctions on North Korea
over its missile tests. It
was the third time this

year that the council had
placed sanctions on North
Korea, this time further
squeezing its oil imports
and demanding that other
countries repatriate North
Korean guest workers
within two years.
The sanctions are the

latest effort to get the
regime of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un to
negotiate and eventually
abandon development of
nuclear weapons. The
previous round of sanc-
tions, imposed in mid-
September, was followed
by more than two months
of calm. That was shat-
tered by a Nov. 29 test of
what Pyongyang called its
most powerful interconti-
nental missile ever.
Nikki Haley, the U.S.

ambassador to the United
Nations, told the Security
Council that the most
recent test was “another
attempt by the Kim re-
gime to masquerade as a
great power while their
people starve and their
soldiers defect.”
North Korea has said

the latest sanctions are
tantamount to a complete
economic blockade, ac-
cording to Reuters.
“We will further consol-

idate our self-defensive

nuclear deterrence aimed
at fundamentally eradicat-
ing the U.S. nuclear
threats, blackmail and
hostile moves by estab-
lishing the practical bal-
ance of force with the
U.S.,” North Korea’s for-
eign ministry said Sunday.

Xinhua

A ballistic missile is displayed during a parade in North
Korea in April. The country said Sunday that sanctions
imposed by the U.N. last week are an “act of war.”

N. Korea declares latest
sanctions ‘an act of war’
BY AMY BWANG
AND CAROLMORELLO
Washington Post

A federal judge ruled
Saturday that the U.S.
military must provide
legal counsel to an Amer-
ican citizen who was
picked up months ago on
the Syrian battlefield and
accused of fighting with
Islamic State militants.
The unidentified Amer-

ican, who has not been
charged, surrendered to
U.S.-backed fighters in
Syria around Sept. 12 and
is currently being held in
Iraq as an unlawful enemy
combatant.
The American Civil

Liberties Union filed a
court petition challenging
his detention and asking
to act on his behalf to
provide him access to
legal counsel.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lawyer ordered
for citizen held as
combatant

Venezuelan officials
released dozens of prison-
ers accused of inciting
violence against the gov-
ernment during street
protests, a human rights
organization said Sunday.
Alfredo Romero, direc-

tor of Foro Penal, said that
36 prisoners were released

over the weekend, but he
remained critical of the
government’s tactics.
“Better yet, instead of

releasing a few, free
everyone and don’t in-
carcerate anymore,” Rom-
ero said on Twitter.
Among the first prison-

ers to walk free was Alfre-
do Ramos, the former
mayor of the northern
town of Iribarren.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rights group says
Venezuela frees
36 prisoners

South Sudan’s armed
opposition on Sunday
accused government
troops of violating a
cease-fire just hours after
it came into effect.
A statement by opposi-

tion spokesman Lam Paul
Gabriel said government
troops have been “bom-
barding” opposition posi-
tions in Yei county and
launched an attack in Koch
county Sunday morning
that opposition forces “re-
pulsed.”
Gabriel said govern-

ment troops also were en
route to launch another

attack in the Wau area.
— ASSOCIATED PRESSRebels: S. Sudan

troops violated
cease-fire pact
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JERUSALEM

I t was a subdued
Christmas Eve in the
historic birthplace of
Jesus on Sunday, with

spirits dampened by re-
cent violence sparked by
President Donald Trump’s
recognition of nearby
Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital.
Crowds were thinner

than previous years, with
visitors deterred by clash-
es that have broken out in
recent weeks between
Palestinian protesters and
Israeli forces. Although
there was no violence
Sunday, Palestinian offi-

cials scaled back the cele-
brations in protest. Cool
weather, and a rainy fore-
cast, also weighed on the
holiday cheer.
Claire Degout, a tourist

from France, said she
would not allow Trump’s
pronouncement, which
has infuriated the Pal-
estinians and drawn wide-
spread international oppo-
sition, affect her decision
to celebrate Christmas in
the Holy Land.
“The decision of one

man cannot affect all the
Holy Land,” she said.
“Jerusalem belongs to
everybody, you know, and
it will be always like that,
whatever Trump says.”
Trump abandoned dec-

ades of U.S. policy on Dec.

6 by recognizing Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital and
saying he would move the
American Embassy to the
holy city.
Trump said the move

merely recognizes the fact
that Jerusalem already
serves as Israel’s capital
and that he was not pre-
judging negotiations on
the city’s final borders.
But Palestinians, who seek
Israeli-annexed east Jeru-
salem as their capital, saw
the declaration as unfairly
siding with Israel. Last
week, the U.N. General
Assembly voted over-
whelmingly to reject
Trump’s decision.
The announcement

triggered weeks of unrest
in the West Bank and

Gaza Strip, including
near-daily clashes in Be-
thlehem, which lies just
south of Jerusalem.
By midafternoon, hun-

dreds of people had gath-
ered in Manger Square
near the city’s main
Christmas for celebra-
tions, greeted by bagpipe-
playing young Palestinian
marching bands and scout
troops. Accompanying the
decorations was a large
banner protesting
Trump’s Jerusalem decla-
ration.
Bethlehem’s mayor,

Anton Salman, said cele-
brations were toned down
because of anger over
Trump’s decision.
“We decided to limit

the Christmas celebra-
tions to the religious ritu-
als as an expression of
rejection and anger and
sympathy with the victims
who fell in the recent
protests,” he said.
Next to the square was

a poster that read “Man-
ger Square appeal” and
“(hash)handsoffjerusa-
lem.”
“We want to show the

people that we are people
who deserve life, deserve
our freedom, deserve our
independence, deserve
Jerusalem as our capital,”
he said.
The Most Rev. Msgr.

Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the
apostolic administrator of
Jerusalem, the top Roman
Catholic cleric in the Holy
Land, crossed through an
Israeli military checkpoint
to enter Bethlehem from
Jerusalem. His black lim-
ousine was escorted by a
group of men on motorcy-
cles, some of them wear-
ing red Santa hats.
Pizzaballa, who last

week rejected the U.S.
decision, tried to steer
clear of politics. He waved
to the crowd, shook hands
and hugged well-wishers
as he walked to the
Church of the Nativity,
where he was to celebrate
Midnight Mass.

MAJDI MOHAMMED AP

A Palestinian marching band parades Sunday outside the Church of the Nativity,
built atop the site where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born.

Jerusalem violence
affects Christmas
in Bethlehem
BY JALAL HASSAN
AND IMAD ISSEID
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY
Pope Francis in Christ-

mas Eve remarks Sunday
likened the journey of
Mary and Joseph to Be-
thlehem to the migrations
of millions of people today
who are forced to leave
homelands for a better
life, or just for survival,
and he expressed hope
that no one will feel
“there is no room for
them on this Earth.”
Francis celebrated late

evening Christmas vigil
Mass in the splendor of St.
Peter’s Basilica, telling the
faithful that the “simple
story” of Jesus’ birth in a
manger changed “our
history forever. Every-
thing that night became a
source of hope.”
Noting that Mary and

Joseph arrived in a land
“where there was no place
for them,” Francis drew
parallels to contemporary
time.
“So many other foot-

steps are hidden in the
footsteps of Joseph and
Mary,” he said in his ho-
mily. “We see the tracks
of entire families forced to
set out in our own day.
We see the tracks of mil-
lions of persons who do
not choose to go away but,
driven from their land,
leave behind their dear
ones.”
Referring to the king of

Judea who was depicted
as a tyrant in the New
Testament, Francis con-
tinued, saying some mi-
grants are “surviving the
Herods of today, who, to
impose their power and
increase their wealth, see

no problem in shedding
innocent blood.”
Francis has made con-

cern for economic mi-
grants, war refugees and
others on society’s mar-
gins a central plank of his
papacy. He said God is
present in “the unwel-
comed visitor, often un-
recognizable, who walks
through our cities and our
neighborhoods, who trav-
els on our buses and
knocks on our door.” That
perception of God should
develop into “new forms
of relationship, in which
none have to feel that
there is no room for them
on this Earth,” he said.
“Christmas is a time for

turning the power of fear
into the power of charity,”
Francis said.
Referring to Jesus as the

Child of Bethlehem, the
pope said that God “in-
vites us to become senti-
nels for all those bowed
down by the despair born
of encountering so many
closed doors.”
The pope expressed

hope that people see Jesus
in “all those who arrive in
our cities, in our histories,
in our lives.”
At the start of the serv-

ice, Francis bent over to
kiss a statue of the baby
Jesus in the basilica.
At mid-day Monday,

tradition calls for Francis
to deliver the Christmas
Day message “urbi et
orbi” – Latin for “to the
city and to the world” –
from the central loggia of
the basilica overlooking
St. Peter’s Square. The
speech often is a review of
the world events and
conflicts.

Pope on Christmas:
Bethlehem trek’s like
today’s migrations
BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
Associated Press
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permanently frozen
ground, or permafrost.
“When you start flood-

ing areas with permafrost
you immediately trigger
permafrost degradation,”
said Ken Tape, an assist-
ant professor at the Uni-
versity of Alaska in Fair-
banks who has researched
the beavers. “You start
thawing the frozen ground
that’s holding the soil
together, and that water
and soil and other things
are washed away.”
What remains is a pitted

landscape, with boggy
depressions, that directs
warmer water onto the
permafrost, leading to
further thawing. As per-
mafrost thaws it releases
carbon dioxide and me-
thane, which in turn con-

E ven as climate
change shrinks
some populations
of arctic animals

like polar bears and cari-
bou, beavers may be tak-
ing advantage of warming
temperatures to expand
their range. But as the
beavers head north, their
very presence may worsen
the effects of climate
change.
The issue isn’t just that

the beavers are moving
into a new environment –
it’s that they’re gentrify-
ing it.
Take the dams they

build on rivers and
streams to slow the flow
of water and create the
pools in which they con-
struct their dens. In other
habitats, where the dams
help filter pollutants from
water and mitigate the
effects of droughts and
floods, they are generally
seen as a net benefit. But
in the tundra, the vast
treeless region in the far
north, beaver behavior
creates new water chan-
nels that can thaw the

tributes to global warming
and helps increase the
speed that the Arctic,
which is already warming
faster than the rest of the
planet, defrosts. World-
wide, permafrost is esti-
mated to contain twice as
much carbon as is current-
ly in the atmosphere.
The beavers are far

from primary drivers of
global warming – that
distinction belongs to
human. And arctic perma-
frost is already thawing
because of warmer tem-
peratures. But the bea-
vers’ handiwork acceler-
ates the thawing and exa-
cerbates climate change,
Tape said.
“Whether you want to

call them ecosystem engi-
neers or keystone species,

beavers have a huge im-
pact on the landscape,” he
said.
Tape presented his

team’s work at a recent
annual meeting of the
American Geophysical
Union.
Because the beavers

modified their environ-
ment so strikingly, the
researchers were able to
use satellite imagery to
spot areas where the ro-
dents had taken up resi-
dence. They used the
images to track changes
around lakes and streams
in a 7,000-square-mile
region of Alaska’s North
Slope, in the northwest
corner of the state.
Ordinarily beavers can’t

live north of the tree line,
the region where it be-

comes too cold and dry to
sustain the trees and
woody vegetation that
beavers depend on for
food and dam materials.
But as climate change
warms the Arctic and
thaws the permafrost, the
growing season extends.
What was once tundra
gives way to brush.
Images taken over sev-

eral decades show that
beavers are magnifying
this climate-driven effect.
Pictures from 1950 to
1985 illustrate how much
disturbance researchers
typically see in the Arctic:
not much. But when bea-
vers enter the scene, the
changes are hard to miss.
The beaver dams create
pools of water in the nor-
mally icy landscape. The

relatively warmer water
flows into the surrounding
permafrost, creating the
dark areas seen from
above.
To verify that beavers

were responsible for the
changes they had seen
over time, Tape and his
colleagues turned to aerial
photography and newer,
higher-resolution satellite
images. Dams could be
seen at 90 percent of the
possible beaver locations
they had identified in the
initial satellite data. They
estimated that scores of
beavers had entered the
region since 1999.
“The story with beavers

sounds completely plausi-
ble to me,” said Matthew
Ayres, associate director
of the Institute of Arctic
Studies at Dartmouth
College, who was not
affiliated with the re-
search. “There are a lot of
indications that the woody
growth that they depend
upon, especially willows
and poplars in that part of
the world, are growing
more and extending into
areas that they didn’t use
to be, or were not big
enough to support bea-
vers.”
Researchers cannot yet

say definitively that bea-
vers are moving north
because of climate
change. It is possible the
beavers are reclaiming
territory they lost when
widespread trapping near-
ly wiped out their num-
bers in the 18th and 19th
centuries. But Ayres said
their movement was in
keeping with patterns that
ecologists are seeing glo-
bally, as plants and ani-
mals migrate toward the
warming polar regions.
And people are increas-

ingly spotting beavers
across the Arctic. The
Anchorage Daily News
quoted a biologist, Tom
Jung, who said he discov-
ered a beaver dam just
south of the Arctic Ocean
in the northern Yukon
Territory of Canada.
“Beavers are these

agents of disturbance that
come from outside of the
ecosystem and impose
their construction, their
activities on this land-
scape,” Tape said. “Prob-
ably the best analog for
beavers in the Arctic are
mankind.”

Beavers expand north,
emerge as agents
of arctic destruction

BY KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS
New York Times

JAY FRANDSEN Parks Canada

More beaver dams, like this one seen in Canada’s Ivvavik National Park in the Yukon Territory in 2015, are appearing in the Arctic. In the tundra
region in the Far North, beaver behavior creates new water channels that can thaw the permafrost.

On a frosty, starlit
night, a miracle took
place. In 1914, a melody
drifted over the darkness
of No Man’s Land. First
“O, Holy Night,” then
“God Save the King.”
Peeking over their

trenches for what must
have been the first time
in weeks, British soldiers
were surprised to see
Christmas trees lit with
candles on the parapets
of the enemy’s trenches.
Then a shout: “You no

shoot, we no shoot!”
The Christmas Truce

was a brief, spontaneous
cease-fire that spread up
and down the western
front of World War I. It’s
also a symbol of the
peace on Earth and good-
will toward humans so
often lacking not just on
the battlefront but in our
everyday lives.
In that spirit, the Na-

tional World War I Mu-
seum and Memorial in
Kansas City has pub-
lished an online gallery
of hundreds of accounts
of such Christmas truces
– letters home from sol-
diers that were published
in British papers.
Here, a sampling of

these letters shows the
variety and wonder of
the Christmas Truce:

“This has been the most
wonderful Christmas I
have ever struck. We were
in the trenches on Christ-
mas Eve, and about 8.30
the firing was almost at a
stand still. Then the Ger-
mans started shouting
across to us, ‘a happy
Christmas’ and com-
menced putting up lots of
Christmas trees with hun-
dreds of candles on the
parapets of their trench-
es.” – Cpl. Leon Harris,
13th (Kensington) Battal-
ion London Regiment
“At 2 am on Christmas

morning a German band
played a couple of Ger-
man tunes and then
‘Home, Sweet Home’ very
touchingly which made
some fellows think a bit.
After they played ‘God
Save The King’ and we all
cheered.” – Pvt. H. Dixon,
Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment
“Half-way they were

met by four Germans,
who said they would not
shoot on Christmas Day if
we did not. They gave our
fellows cigars and a bottle
of wine and were given a
cake and cigarettes. When
they came back I went out
with some more of our
fellows and we were met
by about 30 Germans,
who seemed to be very
nice fellows. I got one of
them to write his name
and address on a postcard
as a souvenir. All through

the night we sang carols to
them and they sang to us
and one played ‘God Save
the King’ on a mouth
organ.” – Rifleman C.H.
Brazier, Queen’s West-
minsters of Bishops Stort-
ford
“We soon came up to

them. About 30 could
speak English. One fellow
wanted a letter posted to
his sweetheart in Lon-
don.” – Gunner Masterton
“Between the trenches

there were a lot of dead
Germans whom we
helped to bury. In one
place where the trenches
are only 25 yards apart we
could see dead Germans
half-buried, their legs and
gloved hands sticking out

of the ground. The trench-
es in this position are so
close that they are called
‘The Death Trap’, as hun-
dreds have been killed
there.” – A junior officer
“On Christmas Day we

were out of the trenches
along with the Germans,
some of whom had a song
and dance, while two of
our platoons had a game of
football. It was surprising
to see the German soldiers
– some appeared old,
others were boys, and
others wore glasses ... A
number of our fellows have
got addresses from the
Germans and are going to
try and meet one another
after the war.” – Pvt. Farn-
den, Rifle Brigade

“On our right was a
regiment of Prussian
Guards and on our left
was a Saxon regiment. On
Christmas morning some
of our fellows shouted
across to them saying that
if they would not fire our
chaps would meet them
half-way between the
trenches and spend
Christmas as friends.
They consented to do so.
Our chaps at once went
out and when in the open
Prussians fired on our
men killing two and
wounding several more.
The Saxons, who behaved
like gentlemen, threat-
ened the Prussians if they
did the same trick again.
Well, during Christmas
Day our fellows and the
Saxons fixed up a table
between the two trenches
and they spent a happy
time together, and ex-
changed souvenirs and
presented one another
with little keepsakes.” – A
British soldier
“One of our men was

given a bottle of wine in
which to drink the King’s
health. The regiment
actually had a football
match with the Germans
who beat them 3-2.” – A
British officer
“You said I should prob-

ably hardly know it was
Christmas Day, but far
from it; we had a most
extraordinary day and
quite different from others
... Lots of English and
Germans met between the
two lines and had talks ...
there were bicycle races
on bikes without tyres
found in the ruins of the
house.” – A British officer

“A hundred yards or so
in the rear of our trenches
there were houses that
had been shelled. These
were explored with some
of the regulars and we
found old bicycles, top-
hats, straw hats, umbrellas
etc. We dressed ourselves
up in these and went over
to the Germans. It seemed
so comical to see fellows
walking about in top-hats
and with umbrellas up.
Some rode the bicycles
backwards. We had some
fine sport and made the
Germans laugh.” – Brazier
“I daresay you will be

surprised at me writing a
letter on such paper as this,
but you will be more sur-
prised when I tell you that
it contained cake given to
one of our men by a Ger-
man officer on Christmas
Day, and that I was given
some of it ... We were able
to bury our dead, some of
whom had been lying there
for six weeks or more. We
are still on speaking terms
with them, so that we have
not fired a shot at them up
to now (Dec. 29), neither
have they, so that the snip-
ers on each side have had a
rest.” – Pvt. Alfred Smith,
1st Battalion Royal War-
wickshire Regiment
“Really you would hard-

ly have thought we were
at war. Here we were,
enemy talking to enemy.
They like ourselves with
mothers, with sweet-
hearts, with wives waiting
to welcome us home
again. And to think within
a few hours we shall be
firing at each other
again.” – Masterson

Letters show the wonder of
short-lived WWI Christmas Truce
BY GILLIAN BROCKELL
Washington Post

Imperial War Museum

WWI German and British soldiers stand together on the
battlefield near Ploegsteert, Belgium, in December 1914.
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bulbs. They’re cheap and
emit a more natural-look-
ing light than LEDs.
“Some people don’t

want the LEDs; it’s the
color tones,” said Karin
Magnes, owner of Light
Bulbs Plus in Rancho
Cordova. “(Manufacturers
of LEDs) need to perfect
that color a little bit to get
to the color of incandes-
cents.”
Still, Magnes and other

merchants said more and
more customers are em-
bracing LED technology
because the bulbs save
energy and emit less heat.
“Most people are used

to it now,” said Ryan
Tollefson, co-owner of six
Batteries Plus Bulbs stores
in the Sacramento area.
“We sell almost no in-
candescents now. We’re
almost all LED.”
State officials and envi-

ronmental advocates say
consumers will come to
love the higher standards.
Although LED bulbs are
about three times more
expensive than incan-
descent products, they last
a lot longer and will re-
duce electricity bills. The
Natural Resources De-
fense Council has estimat-
ed that once all of the 250
million incandescent
bulbs still burning in Cali-
fornia are replaced with
LED products, the state’s
consumers will save $1
billion a year on their
utility bills.

“It’s really cost effec-
tive,” said Noah Horowitz,
an energy efficiency ex-
pert at NRDC’s San Fran-
cisco office. “You also
avoid the hassle of having
to change the bulb every
year.”
An incandescent bulb is

built around a tungsten
wire, called a filament,
and produces light when
the filament is heated. For
decades the bulbs have
been filled with gas, usu-
ally a mixture of nitrogen
and argon.
Incandescent tech-

nology hasn’t changed

much since Thomas Edi-
son’s day, and critics say
incandescent bulbs are
highly inefficient; about
90 percent of the energy
is released as heat instead
of light. Several years ago,
the nitrogen-argon mix
began to give way to halo-
gen, which has doubled
the bulbs’ lifespan and
slightly decreased their
energy consumption.
LED technology is con-

sidered a quantum leap in
energy efficiency. The
bulbs use computer tech-
nology; light is emitted as
an electrical current pas-

ses through a microchip.
According to the website
Sciencing.com, an LED
bulb uses one-sixth as
much energy as the equiv-
alent incandescent prod-
uct.
The old bulbs aren’t

going out without a fight.
The National Electrical
Manufacturers Associ-
ation is pursuing two law-
suits – one in U.S. District
Court in Sacramento and
the other in a federal
appeals court in Virginia –
to try to block the new
efficiency standards from
taking effect. The Virginia
case has been settled, with
the federal government
agreeing to review the
nationwide regulations
and how they will be im-
plemented.
In the Sacramento case,

which is still pending, the
industry is going after
California’s plan to roll
out the new regulations
Jan. 1, two years ahead of
the rest of the country.
Manufacturers are arguing
that this will force them to
comply with two sets of
rules, hurting the industry
and leaving consumers
with fewer choices.
“It is both difficult and

expensive to stop a pro-
duction line for light
bulbs, and instead to
make short, special pro-
duction runs of lightbulbs
that satisfy the require-
ments of a single state,”
the association said in its
lawsuit. “California con-
sumers will be forced to
choose from a much
smaller selection of higher
priced light bulbs.”

Dale Kasler: 916-321-1066,
@dakasler

RANDY PENCH rpench@sacbee.com

Karin Magnes, owner of Light Bulbs Plus, is surrounded by light fixtures in her Rancho Cordova store on Thursday in Sacramento.
New energy-efficiency standards take effect Jan. 1 in California that will effectively ban the sale of traditional incandescent lightbulbs.
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known as the “Four In-
ternet Freedoms.” In
2015, the FCC declared
that broadband had be-
come utility-like and
deserved extra govern-
ment oversight. Since
2006, more and more
children began using
Netflix, Snapchat, In-
stagram, YouTube and
all manner of other apps
and online services.
In the days before the

FCC voted on net neu-
trality repeal, children
and teenagers organized
protests in Sioux Falls,
S.D., and Keene, N.H.
They wrote letters and
sent tweets to FCC com-
missioners and volun-
teered for texting and
phone campaigns to push
members of Congress to
use their authority to
overturn or dilute the
FCC decision.

MOBILIZING TEENS
Alli Webb, 18, a senior

at Gunston, missed
school last week before
the FCC vote with per-
mission from Lewis and
her parents. With three
other students, she drove
two hours to downtown
Washington to stand in

cessing anything online
with equal ease. For
them, a dry issue that has
often been hard to under-
stand outside of policy
circles in Washington has
become a cause to rally
around.
“For students that have

used an internet that is
open and without tolls
their whole life, as com-
plicated as net neutrality
is, kids can get their
heads around it pretty
easily,” said John Lewis,
the head of Gunston
School, a private high
school in Centreville,
Md.
Net neutrality’s repeal

will not take effect for
several weeks. Internet
service providers in-
cluding AT&T and Com-
cast have promised they
won’t block or throttle
sites or create fast lanes
for certain content. And
several efforts are under-
way to scale back the
rollback, including the
introduction of a con-
gressional bill and poten-
tial lawsuits.

A LIFETIME ONLINE
The opposition by

many teenagers is rooted
in how they are among
the most avid users of
the internet and smart-
phones. Virtually all
youth between ages 13
and 17 own or have ac-
cess to a smartphone and
94 percent use social
media, according to an
April 2017 study by The
Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research. Many are gain-
ing access to devices at
younger ages, with 98
percent of children from
newborn to 8 years old
accessing a mobile de-
vice at home, compared
with 52 percent in 2011.
Many became digital

users when net neutrality
was in effect. Net neu-
trality has existed in
various forms since about
2006, when the FCC
first created open in-
ternet guidelines for
broadband providers

front of a Verizon store
during lunch hour.
There, she hollered slo-
gans to save net neutral-
ity rules with signs that
read “Stop FCC!” and
“Equal Opportunity: Still
Loading.”
“This is really bad for

technology, innovation
and our future,” said
Webb, who wants to
study computer science
in college. “This is going
to totally change the
internet.” She said she
feared startups would
have to submit to the
demands of internet
service providers to
showcase their sites,
which could hold back
entrepreneurs.
At Southside High

School in Rockville Cen-
tre, N.Y., net neutrality
dominated conversation
in the lunchroom last
week and throughout the
day of the vote, last
Thursday as students

checked for updates.
“I’ve met lots of friends

on Instagram and I com-
municate with my mom
and with all my friends at
least 10 times a day on
social media,” said Mat-
thew Baxley, 15, a 10th-
grader who recently par-
ticipated in a texting ef-
fort to protest the repeal.
“The internet is at the
center of a lot of what I do
and care about.”

‘VERY INDIGNANT’
Some teachers had to

make adjustments. Laurie
Crowe, a high school
history teacher in Kyle,
Texas, tried to give an
exam to 11th-graders at
Lehman High School last
Thursday but couldn’t get
her students off their
phones and laptops. She
was surprised to find them
streaming the FCC vote.
Eventually, she postponed
the exam so they could
watch the five commis-

sioners cast their votes
and explain their posi-
tions.
When the FCC chair-

man, Ajit Pai, cast the
final vote to dismantle the
rules, students slammed
their laptops shut and tore
off their earphones in
disappointment, Crowe
said.
“These kids felt very

indignant and betrayed by
this decision because they
feel entitled to informa-
tion and the internet,” she
said.
Dasari remains deter-

mined to fight. She said
she would continue to
push lawmakers to salvage
open internet rules
through legislation and
she is following the news
for lawsuits challenging
the repeal.
“I will tweet and email

and call and stay in the
process,” she said. “We
have time and we won’t
go away.”

LYNDON FRENCH New York Times

Anooha Dasari – a 16-year-old high school junior shown at home this month in Round Lake, Ill. – says the repeal of
net neutrality is “dangerous.”Many young people who have grown up knowing only an open internet organized rallies
and say they plan to keep fighting.
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‘‘FOR STUDENTSTHAT HAVE USED
AN INTERNET
THAT IS OPEN
AND WITHOUT
TOLLS THEIR
WHOLE LIFE, AS
COMPLICATED AS
NET NEUTRALITY
IS, KIDS CAN GET
THEIR HEADS
AROUND IT
PRETTY EASILY.
John Lewis, head of
Gunston School in
Centreville, Md.

‘‘THIS IS REALLYBAD FOR
TECHNOLOGY,
INNOVATION AND
OUR FUTURE. THIS
IS GOING TO
TOTALLY CHANGE
THE INTERNET.
Alli Webb, senior at
Gunston School
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Ports celebrate a
merry Christmas

VIEWPOINTS

V ery young chil-
dren may still
believe that on
Christmas Eve,

Santa Claus and his rein-
deer-drawn sleigh deliver
toys that his elves build in
a North Pole workshop.
However, as the rest of

us know, before magically
appearing beneath Christ-
mas trees, the holiday’s
electronic gadgets and
toys are overwhelmingly
produced in Asia and
transported not by sleigh,
but in gigantic container
ships to American ports.
The logistics of Christ-

mas morning are immense-
ly complex and important
to California, which for
decades has been the pri-
mary portal for the goods
that Asia exports in huge
quantities to America.
That’s especially true in

Southern California,
whose twin ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach
have become vital eco-
nomic powerhouses since
the virtual collapse of the
region’s aerospace indust-
ry in the 1990s.
They handle more than

40 percent of the water-
borne freight entering the
nation, and unloading
container ships and trans-
shipping their contents
employs as many as 1.6
million Southern Cali-
fornians. Some work in
the ports, but many more
in the immense logistical
warehouse, trucking and
railroad complexes 50
miles to the east in San
Bernardino and Riverside
counties.
Southern California’s

decision several decades
ago to wager its economic
future so heavily on in-
ternational trade may be
problematic, particularly
since the San Francisco
Bay Area’s opting for
technology has paid off so
handsomely.
However, the die is cast

and Southern California
needs its ports, and their
attendant logical networks,
to prosper because its very
large immigrant and first-
generation populations
need blue-collar jobs.
This Christmas appears

to be a very merry one for
Southern California’s
port-related industries.
Eighteen months ago

Panama opened its newly
enlarged canal, able to take
ships carrying up to 14,800
containers, triple the size of
previous vessels. There
were fears that Southern
California’s ports would
suffer a loss of Asian trade
to East Coast ports.
Shipping data indicate,

however, that while East
Coast ports are seeing
significant increases via

the Panama Canal, they
appear to be largely di-
versions from the Suez
Canal rather than shifts
from Los Angeles and
Long Beach.
Both ports have report-

ed strong increases in
“20-foot equivalent units”
or TEUs, the basic mea-
surement of container
traffic, since Panama
opened its enlarged canal.
Los Angeles, for example,
has seen a 6.25 percent
increase this year through
November compared to
the same period of 2016.
One reason the ports

have not seen losses is
that their leaders saw the
peril posed by Panama’s
enlargement and invested
many millions of dollars
in upgrades.
While Panama can now

handle ships of up to
14,800 TEUs, there are
even bigger vessels, carry-
ing up to 18,000, now
being built. One of the
first mega-ships, the 20-
story-tall CMA CGM Ben-
jamin Franklin, berthed at
Los Angeles just before
Christmas 2016 in a dem-
onstration of the port’s
new capability.
It was something of a

stunt. The port actually
paid the ship’s French
owner to make Los Angeles
its first West Coast stop.
“It gave us an opportu-

nity to test in real time
how we would handle this
ship,” port director Gene
Seroka told the Daily
Breeze, a Torrance-based
newspaper. “We gained a
level of insight and ex-
pertise that we would
never have had before.”
The long-term viability

of Southern California’s
trade sector is still in
question. Ship traffic still
could shift elsewhere and
automation could erase
much of its workforce.
Cost-cutting robots are

replacing workers in ware-
houses and handling con-
tainers in ports, but full
automation faces stiff
opposition from dock
worker unions – a battle
that’s beginning to be
waged in the Capitol.
However, for the time

being, the sector is a vital
generator of jobs.

Dan Walters is a columnist
at CALmatters. Reach him
at dan@calmatters.org.

BY DANWALTERS
CALmatters

W hen you
ponder what
Christmas
celebrates,

the holiday’s claim is
staggering.
N.T. Wright, the biblical

scholar and former Angli-
can bishop, captures its
import by noting that the
Gospels do not cast Jesus
as “parachuting down
from a great height to
dispense solutions to all
problems nor zapping
everything into shape like
some kind of Superman.”
Rather, Wright observes

in his book “Simply Good
News,” Christ is shown as
“living in the mess and
muddle of a very difficult
part of the world at an
especially difficult mo-
ment in its history and
absorbing the pain and the
shame of it all within his
own life, within his own
body.”
Everything about the

Christmas account por-
trays a world turned up-
side down. A new king
heralded as the Son of
God comes into the world
quite inauspiciously, born
in a manger surrounded
by farm animals as part of
a working-class family.
This is a radical inversion
of how God or gods were
typically understood at the
time: mighty and all-pow-
erful beings, lording it
over often hapless hu-
mans. The Christmas
story is about God becom-

ing one of us, and a partic-
ularly humble member of
our company at that.
This is why Christmas

has always been a funda-
mentally subversive holi-
day, and why Christianity,
an organic outgrowth of
prophetic Judaism, has
always been at root a
radical faith.
The joy of the day and

the season isn’t felt only
by those who hold the
theological conviction that
Jesus came to save the
world from sin. It is also
thrilling to the sorts of
people whom the buoy-
antly radical folksinger
Woody Guthrie described
as his inspiration and
primary audience – those
casually dismissed as
“born to lose.”
“I am out to sing songs

that will prove to you that
this is your world,” Guth-
rie said of his people,
“and that if it has hit you
pretty hard and knocked
you for a dozen loops, no
matter what color, what
size you are, how you are
built, I am out to sing the
songs that make you take

pride in yourself and in
your work.”
Christmas is the day for

those who have been
knocked for a dozen
loops. Its good tidings are
that the bad tidings about
them are wrong. This is
their world, too.
As an unabashed fan of

virtually every schmaltzy
Christmas television mo-
ment, I have long appre-
ciated how pop culture’s
instincts about what the
day represents are, per-
haps surprisingly, fully in
keeping with the Gospel’s
insurrectionary implica-
tions.
This is true despite the

commercialization of the
holiday, and despite ef-
forts to politicize the ques-
tion of who should say
“Merry Christmas” to
whom. I confess to finding
it decidedly unchristian to
insist on aggressively
pushing Christmas greet-
ings onto those whose
own religious commit-
ments are different from
mine.
“It’s a Wonderful Life”

is all about George Bailey
triumphing over Mr. Pot-
ter. The unassuming
building-and-loan guy
beats the money-grubbing
banker who doesn’t care a
whit about his communi-
ty. The people in the town
whom Mr. Potter sees as
losers rescue the man who
wants them to win.
The Grinch believes

that the dear people of
Whoville could have their
Christmas ruined if only
he hauled away all the
stuff they expect as gifts.
But Whoville is about
love, not stuff, and even
the Grinch’s heart has to
respond. Rudolph’s story
lifts up the misfits over
the conformists. In “Love
Actually,” a British prime
minister risks it all for his
feelings toward a low-
level staffer of modest
origins. Choosing love
over status is as Christmas
as it gets.
In preparation for the

commemoration of
Christ’s birth, the Roman
Catholic calendar of read-
ings for the Third Sunday
of Advent this year in-
cluded this passage from
the 61st chapter of Isaiah:
He has sent me to bring

glad tidings to the poor
To heal the brokenheart-

ed
To proclaim liberty to

the captives and release to
the prisoners
You don’t have to be

Jewish to experience the
liberating message of the
Exodus story. And you
don’t have to be a Chris-
tian to feel elation over
the idea that a fallen
world can be redeemed.
The poor, the broken-
hearted, the captives and
the prisoners do not have
to be left to their fate and
their suffering. Every year
at this time, we are called
to renew our hope that
cold indifference and
smug complacency can be
overcome by a humble
and gentle love powerful
enough to inspire wise
men, shepherds and even
angels.

E.J. Dionne’s email address
is ejdionne@washpost.com.

VIEWPOINTS

Christmas is a most
radical holiday

E.J. DIONNE JR.
Washington Post

F or Christians the
world over, this
day when all is
said and done

comes down to a single
baby in a manger. Yes,
after literally months of
decorations all around
and breathless shopping
trips, and endless requests
from the young ones and
all the parties, and the
singing and the special
events from churches and
charities ... after it all, this
holiday is about that baby.
Yes, the increased di-

versity in our society, a
diversity that can, and

should, make us stronger
and more enlightened, has
made us aware that in the
many other religions that
thrive within our borders,
this day is of a different
meaning. But for those
Christian leaders who
believe in appreciating all
faiths, Christmas Day in a
way is an opportunity to
celebrate a Christian holi-
day focused on the Christ
child while also cele-
brating the members of
other religious groups who
will but observe this holi-
day removed from its
customs.
If one of the guiding

beliefs of Christmas is
“peace on Earth, good will
toward men,” then here is

a day to hope for that
good will toward all peo-
ple, all faiths, all coun-
tries, all continents. So
let’s hope that many of us
today will offer that good
will to those fellow trav-
elers on this planet whose
language we may not
speak, whose customs we
may not understand,
whose religious beliefs we
do not follow. That “of-
fering,” if you will, is part
of the true Christmas
spirit.
But we’ve got a little

good will work to do here
at home. Around our ta-
bles today, we’ll engage in
family discussions that
will touch on many sub-
jects, certainly on the

current doings in Wash-
ington, for one example.
Might we devote some
good will toward, for ex-
ample, the solid working
people who keep America
strong with their own
day-to-day labors, making
goods or serving human-
kind with the good deeds
of transportation or repair
services, or helping an
elderly neighbor or rela-
tive with chores or just
being, by nature, kind to
those who need some
kindness?
And might we send a

little good will toward
those people who won’t be
among the rich and pow-
erful who seem to be ben-
efiting the most these
days from a Congress and
a President who seem to
celebrate selfishness with
their tax “reforms” and
put their boots on the
necks of citizens in des-
perate search of affor-
dable health care? Sorry,
but while Christmas has

its courageous souls like
Bob Cratchit and Tiny
Tim, it also has Ebeneez-
er, and it took him too
long to come around.
But through it all, good

people, through it all there
is hope. Yes, no matter
what the rascals in Wash-
ington may be up to – and
shenanigans to be sure
aren’t confined to one
political party – there is
that hope, the hope that
gave us our beginnings on
the field at Yorktown to
the hope that carried us
through the World Wars,
to the hope that survived,
yes, even through the
despair of Vietnam and
that horrific September
day in 2001.
We must – now you

might want to grab a chair
– invest some of that good
will in President Donald J.
Trump, whose bombast
and shallow view of the
world and lack of under-
standing of his fellow
Americans is distressing.

But it must not be dish-
eartening, and we must
hope that he deals with
restraint toward North
Korea, for example, and
that he listens to the wis-
est of people around him.
We would like to hope

as well, what we always
hope. That on this holi-
day, we will direct some
of that good will and good
fortune around the world
to the less fortunate – to
the poor and the sick and
the troubled among us,
especially those young
ones who need the rest of
us to support them and
guide them. Compassion.
Peace. Good will. Hope.
Wisdom. Grace. Gather
them, one or all, if only in
spirit from under the tree
or the menorah and
“give” them generously.
This day especially, but in
all your days to follow.

The Spirit rules, with
hope on Christmas Day

BY THE NEWS & OBSERVER
Raleigh, N.C.

EDITORIAL

JAFF DANZIGER • WASHINGTON POST
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Local SACRAMENTO ARCHITECT
ALBERT DREYFUSS HELPED
DESIGN CALPERS AND
SMUD HEADQUARTERS 2B

OBITUARY

It turns out Sacra-
mento’s streetcars will
be pretty zippy. If they
get built.
The trolleys, which

would run on rails in the
street, will be capable of
hitting 43 miles per hour.
But they’ll have internal
controls that limit them
to 35 mph, according to
recently published tech-
nical documents.
The idea, advocates

say, is for streetcars to be
fast enough to keep up
with the car traffic
around them, similar to
Sacramento Regional
Transit buses. Like those
buses, though, they’ll be
a bit lumbering in getting
up to speed, taking near-
ly 10 seconds to go from
zero to 25.
It remains uncertain if

and when the project will
get out of first gear
though. Sacramento had
hoped to get the federal
government this year to
sign a grant agreement
for $100 million, half the
estimated cost of the
program. That didn’t
happen. Advocates say
they now hope they can
get something signed
this spring.
That will allow the

4-mile project to be un-
der construction in 2018.
Meantime, the street-

BACK-SEAT DRIVER

Capital
streetcars
could be
speedy:
35 mph

BY TONY BIZJAK
tbizjak@sacbee.com

SEE BIZJAK, 2B

It’s an all-too-familiar
scene in Sacramento. A
group of friends heads to
midtown for a night of
partying and drinking, but
one friend has to miss out
on the fun and stay sober
to be the designated driver.
A new law that takes

effect Jan. 1 may not only
let everyone join in on the
fun, but it’ll also mean
more money for the bub-
bly.
Under Assembly Bill

711, alcohol manufactur-
ers and licensed sellers
can offer free or discount-
ed rides to transport
drinkers home safely
through ride-sharing serv-
ices, taxicabs or other ride
providers.
Vouchers or codes can

be given to alcohol sellers

or directly to consumers,
but cannot be offered as
incentives to buy a com-
pany’s product. Current
law restricts alcohol li-
censees from offering
discounts of anything
more than inconsequen-
tial value to consumers,
though liquor and wine
manufacturers have been
temporarily allowed to
pay for rides for people
attending private, in-
vitation-only events.
The measure, by As-

semblyman Evan Low,
D-Cupertino, would relax
the rules to expand that

program, allowing alcohol
manufacturers to under-
write free or discounted
rides in all cases.
Low noted that thou-

sands attending the Super
Bowl 50 in Santa Clara in
2016 didn’t have options
to get home safely after
drinking. Forty-four other
states and the District of
Columbia allow liquor
manufacturers to pay for
free or discounted rides,
according to a legislative
analysis of the bill.
The bill cleared the

Legislature unanimously,
and was supported by

major beer manufacturers
as well as ride-sharing
company Lyft. Last year,
Anheuser-Busch part-
nered with Lyft to offer
rides home across 33 “safe
ride” programs through-
out the nation.
Katja Zastrow, vice

president of Corporate
Social Responsibility for
Anheuser-Busch, said
since teaming up with the
ride-sharing service, the
program has provided
more than 64,000 rides.
“Drunk driving is 100
percent preventable and
offering safe rides is one

way that we can have a
real impact on reducing
(it),” she said.
The bill was opposed by

Alcohol Justice, a San
Rafael-based nonprofit
that lobbies against policy
thought to promote the
“alcohol industry’s harm-
ful practices,” according
to the group’s website.
Carson Benowitz-

Fredericks, the organiza-
tion’s research manager,
said AB 711 could encour-
age people to drink more.
Alcohol Justice says over-
consumption of alcohol
costs California $35 bil-

lion a year and causes
10,500 deaths annually.
“The idea that drunk

driving is the only harm
from alcohol is a real
misunderstanding of alco-
hol harm,” Benowitz-
Fredericks said.
The main concern from

both Benowitz-Fredericks
and the Rev. James Butler,
the executive director of
the California Council on
Alcohol Problems, is that
though the bill says the
rides should be provided
in order to get drinkers
safely home, there is no
real way to prevent con-
sumers from using the
free rides to go to another
drinking spot.
“If they get free trans-

portation, maybe instead
of two beers they have
six,” Butler said. “And
when people overconsume
alcohol, they make bad
decisions.”

Liquor companies now
can pay for free rides

DANIEL WILSON
dwilson@sacbee.com

J ayson Saephan
couldn’t wait to
play a new guitar.
The 12-year-old

guitarist and drummer
and his friends, part of
the fledgling music pro-

gram at the ReImagine
Mack Road Foundation’s
Valley Hi community
center, quickly unwrap-
ped instruments last
week, thanks to the gene-
rosity of Book of Dreams
readers.
Ian Levin, manager of

the center, had asked for
readers for funds to outfit

the spartan band room
with instruments. Besides
donations, people who
read about the center’s
needs drove from
throughout the area to
hand-deliver more than
20 instruments.
The contributions of

readers also enriched the
lives of immigrants

served by Starting Point
for Refugee Children, a
nonprofit started by Sac-
ramento City College
instructor Vickee Moy
earlier this year. Moy had
asked Book of Dreams
readers to help buy shoes
for 300 children of Af-
ghan refugees recently
resettled in Sacramento.
The community came
through with donations to
purchase the much-need-
ed footwear.
From Nov. 22 to Dec.

19, The Bee has shared
with you 13 stories of good
people in need. Your re-
sponse to the annual holi-
day charity drive was again
inspiring. To date, the

Book of Dreams raised
more than $141,000 and
generated hundreds of
donations. Readers can
continue to donate using
the form on Page 6B or
online at sacbee.com/
bookofdreams.
Contributions will be

accepted until Jan. 12. All
money raised will be used
to fund the 13 dreams.
Any remaining funds are
used to support charitable
nonprofit organizations
with a 501(c)(3) desig-
nation. None of the
money will be spent on
administrative costs.

Anthony Sorci:
916-321-1051

AUTUMN PAYNE apayne@sacbee.com

Jayson Saephan, 12, of Sacramento pretends to be a rock star after unwrapping a new guitar provided by Book of Dreams readers at the
Mack Road Valley Hi Community Center on Wednesday.

Music and much more:
Donations help grant
area residents’ wishes
BY ANTHONY SORCI
asorci@sacbee.com
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Kewin, Jack Henry

Jack Kewin passed away at his
home in Folsom in the Sierra
Foothills on Monday, December
18, 2017, at the age of 62. His
death was unexpected but due to
natural causes.

Jack is survived by his wife Joy
(Juwiel) Latonio Kewin and step-
daughter Kacy (Arabella) Latonio
as well has his father, Thomas
Henry Kewin of Mill Valley, broth-
er Paul Scott Kewin and family of
Sacramento and brother George
Bonte Kewin of New York. He is
also survived by stepmother
Phyllis Kewin, stepsisters Wendy
Dellangelica and Jeannie Brown,
and many cousins.

Jack was preceded in death by
his mother, Hope Parkinson
Kewin who passed in 1976.

Jack was born in Brooklyn, New
York on December 21, 1954, to
California parents while stationed
there. He graduated from Tamal-
pais High School in 1973 and
studied engineering at Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo. He worked in
engineering as well as long haul
trucking. Always an inventor he

most recently was preparing a
manufacturing process for plant-
ers.

Jack enjoyed motorcycles, auto-
mobiles and mechanics and
could fix anything that moved.
His family was his delight, living
near the American River.

A memorial service will be
held on December 27, 2017,
10:00 am, at St. John the
Baptist Church, 307 Montrose
Drive, Folsom, CA.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to your
charity of choice.

Frank Cabral
Dear brother "Slick" your pres-
ence is missed dearly. You were
loved and respected for the
man you were, your strength,
your wisdom and courage
(The Marines). You gave me
advice to solutions I needed. I
am thankful for your bond with
my children. Your wonderful
memories we will cherish in our
hearts forever. You showed us
your love by your presence at
our special occasions. You were
our strength and learning from

you will give me the knowledge I
need to continue to be strong for
our mother. We love and miss
you. Your family, your sis Cindy.

Jo Anne
Miss you very much

This Christmas

Love, Bill

Lenny Pearson

Our first Christmas
without you, love
and miss you!

Your Loving Family

Mozelle Burleson

Merry Christmas Mom,
we love and miss you!

Your Loving Family

KEWIN, Jack Henry

In Memoriams

Life Tributes
(916) 321-1323 • Fax (916) 321-1205 • Email: funeral@sacbee.com

Sacramento Bee Classified 321-1234

who have other impairing
substances in their system
has risen 38.7 percent,
according to the state
Office of Traffic Safety. A
lot of those are legally
prescribed medications.
Often, though, tests show
marijuana in drivers’ sys-
tems.
The city of Sacramento

put out notice last week,
as well, that people cannot
smoke or eat marijuana in
public, including on side-
walks, in outdoor restau-
rants, on the bus or light
rail, or in parks.

SCURRYING
PEDESTRIANS
Pedestrians in some

cities have been getting
tickets for stepping out
onto the crosswalk a bit
too late.
It happens when the

“walk” signal has turned
to “don’t walk,” but the
signal light is still green.
Fast walkers can scurry
out and make it across.
But, technically, they are
disobeying the sign.

car group, headed mainly
by the cities of Sacra-
mento and West Sacra-
mento, hopes to pick a
streetcar builder in the
next month or so.
One of the bidders for

the contract is Siemens,
the international giant
that has long had a major
manufacturing plant in
south Sacramento.
The company has built

light and heavy rail vehi-
cles for decades at the
local, but added street-
cars to its repertoire five
years ago when modern
trolleys became popular.
The Sacramento compa-
ny has now built street-
cars for Atlanta, Salt
Lake City, Charlotte and
Fort Lauderdale.
A lawsuit brought by a

local tax group is still in
play, though. The suit is
challenging a downtown
tax district the city of
Sacramento has set up.
The city recently tried to
get the suit thrown out
on technical grounds, but
was rebuffed by the
judge. A hearing is set
for May.

NO CANNABIS
WHILE DRIVING –
OR WALKING
Marijuana use is about

to be legal in California,
but drivers can’t smoke
marijuana or eat it either
when they are behind the
wheel. A new law, Senate
Bill 65, bans California
drivers from ingesting
cannabis.
The law, similar to the

“no drinking while driv-
ing” rule, says you can
drive around with canna-
bis in the car, but it must
be in an unopened pack-
age or in the trunk.
State officials say that

they are worried about
the effects of marijuana
on driving safety. Since
2006, the percentage of
drivers in fatal collisions

Until now. A new state
law, in effect next week,
allows you to make a late
dash, under certain circum-
stances. If the pedestrian
light is one of thsoe with a
numeric countdown head
(like a NASA launch: 10, 9,
8, 7 ...), you can cross even
after the “don’t walk” sign
flashes, as long as you time
it right so that you get to
the other side before the
countdown hits zero.
Assemblyman Miguel

Santiago, D-Los Angeles,
the bill author, says it
should make cities a little
more pedestrian-friendly
community.
“I don’t believe pedes-

trians should be preyed
upon just to fill local coff-
ers,” he said. “It ought to
be based on whether it is
safe or not.”

Tony Bizjak: 916-321-1059,
@TonyBizjak

FROM PAGE 1B

BIZJAK

T he CalPERS Lin-
coln Plaza build-
ing at Fourth and
P streets, charac-

terized by its rooftop
shrubbery and concrete
walls, might have been a
skyscraper if it weren’t for
Sacramento architect
Albert Dreyfuss.
Dreyfuss was one of the

masterminds behind the
Sacramento architecture
firm, Dreyfuss & Black-
ford Architecture. Run
alongside with Leonard
Blackford, his business
partner and the firm’s
lead designer, the pair
helped envision and cre-
ate innovative buildings in
the region.
Those include the

SMUD headquarters off
65th Street, Sacramento
Metropolitan (now In-
ternational) Airport and
the former Nut Tree road
stop off Interstate 80 in
Vacaville, according to the
firm’s website.
Following a career last-

ing more than 40 years in
the Sacramento region and
a retirement focused on
becoming a serious photog-
rapher, Dreyfuss died
Thursday at age 97. He had
been in declining health,

said Diane Lennox, his
daughter.
The CalPERS location

was among the first green-
roof buildings in the re-
gion, said John Webre,
who now owns the firm.
The pair persuaded Cal-
PERS board members to
move away from the sky-
scraper concept and in-
stead adopt their modern
design, he said.
“They said, ‘No, let’s

take that high-rise, put it on
its side and build a park
around it,’ ”Webre said of
his predecessors. “It really
was a precursor to the
high-performance build-
ings that we know now.”
Over the years, Dreyfuss

served as president of the
American Association of
Architects, California
Council and was chairman
of the Capitol Area Plan
Committee set up by Gov.
Pat Brown to plan for de-
velopment around the state
Capitol, his family said.
“He was a steady, solid,

very quietly powerful
man,” Lennox said of her
father. “He was not osten-
tatious at all. But he was a
driven pursuer of things
that interested him.”
Born in Shreveport, La.,

he studied architecture at
Tulane University, then
the University of Illinois.
Before that, he spent time

serving in the submarine
services during World
War II.
Dreyfuss married Pearl

Rayor in 1948 and moved
to Sacramento, where he
worked at the State Archi-
tect’s office. He started
his own firm in 1950 and
later invited Blackford, his
neighbor at the time, to
join. Blackford was made
partner in 1957, resulting
in Dreyfuss & Blackford
Architecture.
Dreyfuss recognized

Blackford had a stronger
eye for design, and fo-
cused on managing the
firm and recruiting cli-
ents.
“He was really was a

tremendous visionary,
somebody who could take
a big issue and give it some
thought,”Webre said of
Dreyfuss. “That was his
genius. He was able to look
through and develop a
long-term plan for clients
who were really big.”
It was about that time

that the firm landed its
breakthrough project:
SMUD’s headquarters,
designed in the modernist
style seen after World
War II.
The two moved on to

more ambitious projects,
including the master plan-
ning of the San Francisco
International Airport

alongside prominent ar-
chitect John Carl War-
necke, the firm’s website
says.
Although he was not a

Sacramento native, Drey-
fuss adopted it as his
hometown and did every-
thing he could to ensure it
had a strong future, his
son said. He was a long-
time supporter of the
American River Parkway
and the Effie Yeaw Nature
Center in Carmichael.
“He was independent

and rigorous,” Alan Drey-
fuss said of his father. “He
had a very strong ethic
about how one should live
their life. ... He’s always
on my shoulder.”
Dreyfuss & Blackford

Architects and Alan Drey-
fuss, also an architect who
owns a firm in the Bay
Area, are partnering to
complete the restoration
of the original SMUD
headquarters building,
constructed between 1959
and 1960.
“We are taking what is

arguably one of his mas-
terpieces and giving life
for the next 50 years,”
Webre said.
“It's been pretty re-

markable,” Alan Dreyfuss
said of the experience.
Dreyfuss is survived by

his four children, Alan
Rayor Dreyfuss, Diane
Lennox, Annette Vasquez
and Eve Dreyfuss, as well
four grandchildren. Rayor
died in 2009, Lennox
said. Blackford died in
2014.
A memorial for Drey-

fuss is scheduled at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at Temple B’nai
Israel. In lieu of flowers,
the family is asking for
donations to the Effie
Yeaw Nature Center.

ALBERT DREYFUSS, 1920-2017

Sacramento architect
helped design CalPERS,
SMUD headquarters
BY NASHELLY CHAVEZ
AND CATHY LOCKE
nchavez@sacbee.com

A street race in North
Highlands turned deadly
Friday night, leaving one
man dead and two others
injured.
Authorities at 8 p.m.

received calls reporting a
Ford Mustang and Chev-
rolet Camaro driving at
“high rates of speed”
northbound on Watt Ave-
nue, according to Officer
AmyWalker, California
Highway Patrol spokes-
woman. The cars appeared
to be racing, she said.
After colliding with the

Camaro, the Mustang
overturned in front of
Klipper Kingz Barber
Shop, ejecting the driver,
a 30-year-old man from
North Highlands, Walker
said. He was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Street race
leaves 1 dead
BY MOLLY SULLIVAN
msullivan@sacbee.com
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DENNIS THEMENACE by Hank KetchamMARMADUKE by Brad Anderson

BIZARRO by Dan PiraroRUBES by Leigh Rubin

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

SALLY FORTH by Francesco Marciuliano & Jim Keefe

PAJAMA DIARIES by Terri Libenson

GRAND AVENUE by Steve Breen & Mike Thompson

WUMO by Wulff & Morgenthaler

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

F MINUS by Tony Carrillo

DIAMOND LIL by Brett Koth

HI & LOIS by Brian Walker, Greg Walker & Chance Browne

LUANN by Greg Evans

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

DILBERT by Scott Adams

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman
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ACROSS

1 Three-syllable
foot, as in
“bada-bing”

8 Hosp. diagnostic
procedure that’s
noninvasive

11 Cavity filler’s deg.
14 Germanmeasles
15 Patronizes a

restaurant
17 Nicknameof

Gen. Burgoyne
in theAmerican
Revolution

19 “Your turn,” to a
walkie-talkie user

20 Source of fresh
water

21 Valentine’s Day
flower

22 Parts of psyches
24 Skills that no one

knows anymore
27 College fund-

raiser targets
30 Sound after snap

and crackle
31 Law
33 Endof a close

race
38 Antematter?
40 Cookie cooker
41 “DrovemyChevy

to the ___…”
(“American Pie”
lyric)

42 Bit of turf on a
golf course

44 St. Louis
landmark

46 High-priced
theater section

47 Dishmadewith
romaine lettuce,
croutons and
Parmesan
cheese

50 Busta Rhymes’
music

51 ___ Lanka
52 Irritable
54 Sombrero-wear-

ingmusician
58 Animal docs
60 United ___

Emirates
61 Exclamations

during eclipses
64 Actress Skye
66 Coiner of the

phrase “alterna-
tive facts”

70 Taking a
sabbatical, e.g.

71 “LeMisanthrope”
playwright

72 “Youdon’t ___!”
73 Anthemwriter

Francis Scott ___
74 Had the helm

DOWN

1 Jason’s ship, in
myth

2 Cuatro + cinco
3 Rare blood

type
4 Gas sold by the

litre
5 Right-angled joint
6 Seattle ___ (1977

Triple Crown
horse)

7 Domesticated
8 ___ Park, N.J.
9 Indian character

on “TheBig Bang
Theory”

10 Midori who
lit the torch at
theNagano
Olympics

11 Blooddrive
participant

12 Actress Kirsten
13 Eyewoes
16 Henry ___,

British Army
officerwho
invented the
exploding shell

18 What 17-, 33-, 47-
and 66-Across
exhibit, despite
appearances to
the contrary

23 “How’s it goin’?”
25 Letters before

a number on a
beachbottle

26 Work like a dog

28 Unit of
conductance

29 Suddenly bright
stars

31 Electrically
flexible

32 ___ Pet (kitschy
gift)

34 Frère of
un père

35 Place sheltered
fromworldly
realities

36 Game
company that
created Sonic the
Hedgehog

37 Dickens’
Uriah ___

39 Part of ASAP

43 “GoneWith the
Wind” plantation

45 Sombrero, e.g.
48 Ocasek of the

Cars
49 605, in ancient

Rome
53 Keister
54 Powerful sharks
55 Ice show setting
56 Political cam-

paign event
57 Bees’ production
59 Small drum
62 Clothes lines?
63 Edinburgh native
65 Observed closely
67 Tibetan ox
68 NYC’sMadison___
69 Bullringcheer

ANSWER TO SATURDAY’S PUZZLE:

NEWYORK TIMES CROSSWORD

Puzzle by Peter Gordon 12/25

No. 1120

FRANK & ERNEST by Thaves

BLONDIE by Dean Young & John Marshall

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

MUTTS by Patrick McDonnell

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

REALITY CHECK by Dave WhamondFAMILY CIRCUS by Bil & Jeff Keane

GARFIELD by Jim Davis

CLASSIC PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

DRABBLE by Kevin Fagan

ROSE IS ROSE by Don Wimmer & Pat Brady

CRANKSHAFT by Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

JUMPSTART by Robb Armstrong

PICKLES by Brian Crane
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12/25/17 7 P.M. 7:30 8 P.M. 8:30 9 P.M. 9:30 10 P.M. 10:30 11 P.M. 11:30

# (NBC)
Access (N)
(TVPG)

Extra (N)
(TVPG)

Dr. Seuss’
Grinch

How the Grinch Stole Christmas (‘00) ›› Jim Carrey. A curmud-
geon hates the Christmas-loving Whos of Whoville.

KCRA 3
Team

Tonight
Show

& (PBS)
Yes! We’re
Open

Rob on the
Road

Making a New American
Nutcracker (TVG)

Call the Midwife: The midwives face a
cold winter. (N) (TV14)

Antiques Roadshow
(HDTV) (TVG)

Rob on the
Road

* (ABC)
NBA Basket-
ball

ABC 10 Spe-
cial (N)

blackish
(TVPG)

Inside Edi-
tion (N)

Jeopardy!
(N) (TVG)

Wheel of
Fortune (N)

Lights Camera Christmas!
Inside Classics

ABC10 News Jimmy Kim-
mel

` (CBS)
Big Bang
Theory

Kevin Can
Wait

Young Shel-
don

Man With a
Plan

Scorpion: Wreck the Halls
(HDTV) (TV14)

CBS 13 News at 10p
(HDTV) (N)

The Late Show With Ste-
phen Colbert

3 (Univ.) Enamorándome (N) Rey David Mi marido tiene (N) Caer en tentación (N) Noticias 19 Noticiero

= (ION) Snowmance (NR, ‘17) Ashley Newbrough. A Christmas Cruise (NR, ‘17) Vivica A. Fox. Husb Christmas

? (CW)
Family Feud Family Feud iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2017 (HDTV)

(TVPG)
Whose Line
Is It?

2 Broke
Girls

E.T. CBS13 News Impractical
Jokers

H (Fox)
TMZ (N)
(TVPG)

Two and a
Half Men

Showtime at the Apollo
(HDTV) (TV14)

The Gifted: boXed in
(HDTV) (TV14)

FOX 40 News (HDTV) (N) Two and a
Half Men

Seinfeld
(TVPG)

Z (MY58)
Modern
Family

Modern
Family

The Gold-
bergs

The Gold-
bergs

Last Man
Standing

Last Man
Standing

KCRA 3 News on My58 (N) Anger Man-
age.

Family Guy
(TV14)

n(Movies)
Godspell (5)
G, ›››

Happy Christmas (‘14) ››› Anna Kendrick. A party
girl upends the life of her brother’s family.

King David (PG-13, ‘85) ›› Richard Gere, Edward Woodward. The
biblical king of Israel struggles through his life.

∞ (TeleF.) The Water Horse (PG, ‘07) ››› Emily Watson. The Family (R, ‘13) ›› Robert De Niro. A Better Life ›››

CABLE 7 P.M. 7:30 8 P.M. 8:30 9 P.M. 9:30 10 P.M. 10:30 11 P.M. 11:30

A&E
Walking Tall (6) (PG-13,
‘04) ›› The Rock.

The Rock (R, ‘96) ››› Sean Connery, Nicolas Cage. Alcatraz Island terrorists
threaten to gas San Francisco.

Walking Tall (11:03) (‘04)
›› The Rock.

AMC
Rio Bravo
(4:30) (‘59)

The Cowboys (GP, ‘72) ››› John Wayne, Roscoe Lee Browne. Rancher takes
schoolboys on cattle drive.

El Dorado (NR, ‘67) ››› John Wayne,
Robert Mitchum.

ANPL Tanked (TVPG) Tanked: Merry (N) Tanked: Merry (N) Tanked: Merry (N) Tanked (TVPG)

BET
A Madea Christmas (6:25) (‘13) › Madea dishes out
her own brand of Christmas spirit.

Diary of a Mad Black Woman (PG-13, ‘05) ›› Kimberly Elise, Steve Harris. A
woman starts over after her husband leaves her.

BRAVO
It’s Complicated (6:30) (R, ‘09) ›› A divorcee is
caught between her ex and an architect.

Vanderpump Rules (TV14) RelationShep: Shepard
Wives Club (TV14)

It’s Complicated (R, ‘09)
›› Meryl Streep.

CNN Finding Jesus Finding Jesus Finding Jesus Finding Jesus Finding Jesus

COM Jeff Dunham Special Bad Santa (R, ‘03) ››› Billy Bob Thornton. Bad Santa (R, ‘03) ››› Billy Bob Thornton.

COOK Best Thing Best Thing Good Eats Good Eats Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing Best Thing

DISN Jessie (TVG) Mickey Stuck in the Middle Bizaard Girl Meets Best Fr. Hannah Hannah

DIY Maine Cabin Masters Maine Cabin Masters Maine Cabin Masters Maine Cabin Masters Maine Cabin Masters

DSC Garage Rehab (TV14) Garage Rehab (TV14) Garage Rehab (N) (TV14) Garage Rehab (TV14)

E! Freaky Friday (6:30) (PG, ‘03) ››› Freaky Friday (PG, ‘03) ››› Jamie Lee Curtis. Hairspray (‘07) ››› John Travolta.

ESPN NFL Football: Raiders at Eagles SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt SportsCenter NBA Basketball

ESPN2 World/Poker World/Poker E:60 SC Top Plays NBA Basketball

FNC OBJECTified Special Report An American Journey OBJECTified OBJECTified

FOOD Holiday Baking Holiday Baking Holiday Baking (N) Christmas Cookie Cookie Challenge

FREE
Elf (6:45) (‘03) ››› Will Ferrell. A man leaves Santa’s
workshop to search for his family.

National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (8:50) (‘89)
››› Chevy Chase, Beverly D’Angelo.

The 700 Club (TVG)

FX
Minions (‘15) ››, Jon Hamm Animated. Masterless
Minions look for someone new to serve.

How to Train Your Dragon 2 (PG, ‘14) ››› Animated. Hiccup and
Toothless must protect Berk from an invader.

Train Drag-
on 2

GOLF A Very Feherty A Very Feherty A Very Feherty A Very Feherty A Very Feherty

HIST American Pickers American Pickers American Pick. (N) Pawn (N) Pawn Pawn Pawn

LIFE Gift Wrapped The Holiday (PG-13, ‘06) ›› Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet. Grandpa Sweater

MSNBC The Beat With Hardball Matthews Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word The 11th Hour

NBCSBA Legends SportsNet Central Warriors Warriors SportsNet Central Legends

NBCSCA High School Football High School Football Football

NICK
Henry Dan-
ger

The Thun-
dermans

Full House
(TVG)

Full House
(TVG)

Full House
(TVG)

Full House
(TVG)

Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends
(TVPG)

Friends
(TVPG)

OWN 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG) 227 (TVG)

SPIKE Friends Friends Friends Friends Forrest Gump (PG-13, ‘94) ›››› Tom Hanks, Robin Wright.

SYFY Christmas Ice Tomorrowland (PG, ‘15) ›› George Clooney, Hugh Laurie. Tomorrowland (10:54)

TBS A Christmas Story (6) Amer. (N) Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Tarantula Tarantula Conan (TV14)

TLC Long Island Medium Long Island Medium Long Island Medium Who Do You Long Island Medium

TNT
Remember
the Titans

NBA BasketballMinnesota Timberwolves at Los Angeles Lakers. (N
Subject to Blackout) (Live)

Inside the NBA (N) (Live) NBA Basketball: Timber-
wolves at Lakers

TVL M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Mom Mom King King

USA Marvel’s the Avengers WWE Monday Night RAW (N Same-day Tape) (TVPG) Mod Fam Mod Fam

PREM 7 P.M. 7:30 8 P.M. 8:30 9 P.M. 9:30 10 P.M. 10:30 11 P.M. 11:30

HBO
Night at the Museum:
Smithsonian

The LEGO Batman Movie (8:15) (PG, ‘17) ››› Voices
of Will Arnett, Michael Cera.

Zoolander (PG-13, ‘01) ››› Ben Stiller,
Owen Wilson.

Warcraft
(11:45) ››

MAX
Urban Cowboy (5:40) (PG,
‘80) ›››

Invincible (PG, ‘06) ›› The story of
football’s Vince Papale.

Good Will Hunting (9:45) (‘97) ››› Matt Damon. A young Boston
man must deal with his genius and emotions.

SHOW
Mother’s Day (6) (‘16) ›
Jennifer Aniston.

Shameless: Occupy Fiona
(TVMA)

Bad Moms (R, ‘16) ›› Mila Kunis, Kristen
Bell.

SMILF
(10:40)

Bridge of Spies (11:15) (‘15)
››› Tom Hanks.

TCM
North by Northwest (NR, ‘59) ›››› Cary Grant. A case of mistaken
identity endangers an ad agent’s life.

Dial M for Murder (PG, ‘54) ››› Ray Milland, Grace
Kelly.

The Birds
(‘63) ›››

TMC
Sweeney Todd: The De-
mon Barber

Open Range (R, ‘03) ››› Robert Duvall, Kevin Costner. Cattle
herdsmen battle a ruthless rancher in 1882.

Out of Sight (R, ‘98) ››› George Cloo-
ney, Jennifer Lopez.

Happy Birthday: Be creative
when it comes to using your
experience, knowledge and
skills. Opportunities will multip-
ly if you apply what you know to
solving problems. You don’t
need to make major changes,
you just need to diversify your
skills in order to make the most
of what you already have going
for you. An innovative approach
to life will motivate you to excel.
Your numbers are 3, 11, 20, 24,
36, 38, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Don’t make a fuss. Take your
time and figure out how to res-
pond or move forward.EEE

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Sharing information, making
plans and catching up with a
loved one are favored.EEEE

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Partnerships will be difficult if
you can’t agree on how best to
help those you care about.EE

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Your contribution will raise
others’ awareness of how im-
portant you are. EEEEE

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll
discover things you didn’t know
about a relative. Conversations
spark your imagination.EEE

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Social gatherings and spending
time with family members are an
eye-opening experience.EEE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Show compassion and underst-
anding when listening to others’
trials and tribulations. EEE

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A
creative idea generates interest
and will also motivate you to
make adjustments.EEEEE

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): A positive change will
transpire if you get together
with friends or relatives.EE

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): A chance to spend time with
people you don’t get to see that
often will impact you.EEEE

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Avoid anyone who likes to goad
you into a debate. Make peace
and love your priorities.EEE

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Being helpful, sincere and un-
derstanding will be the best gift
you can offer anyone.EEE

— EUGENIA LAST

HOROSCOPE

“PAK PW GJK NPDG RCPBSPLD NKDDKD SA GJK

XPBCO SD GJK NKDD TBKUGKO SA GJK CSHSAR

BPPN PA TJBSDGNUD OUZ . ” — UAOZ BPPAKZ

CELEBRITY CIPHER By Luis Campos

Wequals F

PREVIOUS SOLUTION: “Somemen are Baptists, others Catholic. My father
was an Oldsmobile man.” — Jean Shepherd (“A Christmas Story”)

Directions: Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by
famous people, past and present. Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

TODAY’S CLUE:

Dear Abby: In a world so
vast and beautiful, do you think
one person could somehow see
it all? I’ve often dreamed of
doing so, but most of the time
I sit in front of a computer doing
schoolwork. Somany days I
have wanted to drop out and
be a hippie or something, but in
these times, there are somany
requirements to get to where we
want to be and have what we’ve
always wanted or needed.

You knowwhat, Abby? I’ve got
a better question for you. Can
you invent a timemachine so I
can go back to the ’50s? Forever
wondering ... — Gabriella in
South Carolina

Dear Gabriella: I wish I
could provide one, but if I did, I
have a hunch it would become
very crowded. Your yearning
for the ’50smay be happening
because life in the 21st century
has become stressful. It isn’t just
you— for many people, the cycle
of life seems to spin increasingly
faster.

There’s nothing wrong with

dreaming about visiting faraway
places. Once your studies are
completed, youmay be in a posi-
tion to do that. In themeantime,
make an effort to block out time
to go to a gym, do yoga, medi-
tate. If that’s not possible, break
up your routine with some other
form of exercise. I can tell you
from experience, it works.

Dear Abby:Mywife and I
have a 15-year-old daughter
who has a boyfriend her age.
Her boyfriend visits our daugh-
ter in her bedroom, where they
lock themselves in for hours. I
object to them being alone in a
bedroom, but my wife says she
“knows” her daughter and that
there’s nothing to worry about.
Who is right? —Uncomfortable
in the South

Dear Uncomfortable: YOU
are! Your wife is dreaming! Tell
your daughter that from now on,
her door will remain open when
anyone of the opposite sex is in
there with her, or the lock will be
removed. (Even better — restrict
their visits to the living room.)
Do it now. Timemay be of the
essence.

ToMy Readers:A verymerry
Christmas to you all!

Student wishes to drop
everything, see the world

DEAR ABBY

Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby
.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

JEANNEPHILLIPS

At the Dyspeptics Club, South
may enjoy the luck of the cards,
but he normally manages to
find a way tomake up for it in
the play. On occasion, though,
he does achieve a coup— not by
employingmasterful technique,
but with his lucky rabbit’s foot.

When South heard his part-
ner respond one spade, instead
of raising to three spades, he
allowed his balanced shape to
tempt him into a rebid of two
no-trump.WhenNorth raised to
three no-trump, South decided to
pass rather than convert to four
spades — a fortunate decision.

Against three no-trump,West
led the club five, and declarer
won cheaply in hand. Now South
could sensibly have played on
either red suit. Instead, though,
declarer cashed three top spades,
then got off lead with the ace
and another club.West won and
started to cash his clubs.

You can see the effect —while
North parted with two hearts,
South could throw a spade and a
heart. ThenWest would be stuck
on lead, and would either have to
concede a trick to the heart king
or solve declarer’s problems in
diamonds.

South ruined a good story by
claiming to have won the fourth
round of clubs with his small
spade in hand. It emerged that
South was trying to declare four
spades, and it was only inadver-
tently that he had found the per-
fect play to ensure nine tricks in
no-trump. It is sometimes better
to be lucky than good, I suppose.

By BobbyWolff

ACESON BRIDGE

Directions: 1. Words
must be of four or more
letters. 2. Words that
acquire four letters by
the addition of “s,” such
as “bats” are not allowed.
3. Additional words made
by adding a “d” or an “s”
may not be used. For ex-
ample, if “bake” is used,
“baked” is not allowed,
but “bake” and “baking”
are admissible. 4. Proper
nouns, slang words, or
vulgar or sexually explicit
words are not allowed.

cabin
call
cash
chain
challis
chili
chill
chin
china
cilia
clan
clash
hail
hall
hill
ibis

inch
laic
lain
lash
lilac
bail
ball

banish
bash
basic
basil
basin
bias
bill
blah
blain

blanch
alibi
nail
sahib
sail
salic
scab
scan
shall
shill
shin
silica
sill
slab
slain
snail

Today’s word:
MERCIES

(MERCIES:MER-seez:
Acts of kindness or

compassion.)

Average mark 16
words. Time limit 25

minutes.

Can you find 21
or more words in

MERCIES?
The list will be

published tomorrow.

Saturday’s word:
CHILBLAINS

©2017, Distributed by Andrews

McMeel Syndication for UFS

WORDGAME

1 international scholarship (9) ___________

2 in one end and out the other (7) ___________

3 warranted NYSE reversal (10) ___________

4 lens ring function (5) ___________

5 flank-defending footballer (10) ___________

6 literary use of archaisms (10) ___________

7 overly sentimental (6) ___________

Saturday’s Answers: 1. BEJEWELED 2. MEASLY 3. SPINNER
4. SERVICE 5. BLERIOT 6. FRANCHISER 7. INFINITE

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses

represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter

combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CORR

RN

ERBA

ECTI

ON

RY

US

CO

THR

GADZ

GHT

OOKE

FU

FOC

DR

CK

LBRI

OUGH

IP

PY

©
2
0
17

B
lu
e
O
x
Te

c
h
n
o
lo
g
ie
s
L
td
.,
D
is
t.
b
y
A
n
d
re
w
s
M
c
M
e
e
l
S
y
n
d
ic
a
ti
o
n

CLUES SOLUTIONS

12/25

JUMBLE

PREVIOUS

SOLUTION

Directions: Complete the
grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU

TUESDAY: “The 40th
Annual Kennedy Center
Honors” – This year’s
celebration of the arts
spotlights dancer Carmen
de Lavallade, singer Glo-
ria Estefan, hip-hop artist
and actor LL Cool J, pro-
ducer Norman Lear and
musician Lionel Richie. 9
p.m. Tuesday, CBS.
TUESDAY: “The Sultan
and the Saint” tells the
little-known story of St.
Francis of Assisi and the
Sultan of Egypt, Muham-
mad Al-Kamil. They were
two charismatic men of
different faiths who risked
it all to end the Crusades.
Jeremy Irons narrates. 8
p.m., PBS.
WEDNESDAY: Tonight’s
installment of “Nova” is
titled “Day the Dinosaurs
Died.”We join scientists
as they investigate how an
asteroid slammed into
Earth and vanquished the
giant beasts 66 million
years ago. 9 p.m., PBS.
THURSDAY: “Apple Mu-
sic’s Can’t Stop Won’t
Stop: A Bad Boy Story” is
a documentary that ex-
plores the history of Bad
Boy Entertainment, Sean
“Diddy” Combs’ hip-hop
label. Featured artists
include Jay Z, Usher, Nas,
Lil’ Kim and Faith Evans.
8 p.m., Fox.
FRIDAY: The “American
Masters” series presents
“This is Bob Hope,” a
profile that looks back on
the life and career of the
legendary funny man.
Billy Crystal gives voice to
Hope’s writings. 9 p.m.,
PBS.

TV PREVIEW

What’s
worth
watching
BY CHUCK BARNEY
East Bay Times
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RIVER LEVELS

High Low

I St.

Rio
Vista

Sacramento

Bay Area

Lake Tahoe

WATER STORAGE

Time to
skin damage*Level

Capacity NormalCubic feet/sec.

Today’s Sacramento River levels:

*For sensitive people

– Calif. Department of Water Resources

–EPA

UV INDEX

COSMOS
What’s up in the sky?

Day of year

Daylight

Rises/sets Rises/sets

Sun

Moon

TODAY

– Morrison Planetarium

California

REGIONAL OUTLOOK

72/47/s

Sky legend

Today’s high/low
and sky forecast

s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers,
t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf- sn-snow, i-ice,
w-windy, f-foggy, Tr-Trace

AIR QUALITY

Good

Moderate

Unhealthy for
sensitive groups

Unhealthy

No data

How to read this map

More information at
www.sparetheair.comALLERGY REPORT

–National Allergy Bureau

Medium HighLow

ASK SCOOPY:

The outlook

SACRAMENTO REPORT

Downtown rainfall

Season is Oct. 1 to Sept. 30

Executive Airport

Temperature trend

Recorded Forecast
Normal

World

U.S. CITIES

Below
10 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s

Cold fronts

Stationary

Jet Stream

Warm fronts

Showers Rain SnowT-storms

National forecast (For noon today)

- OnTheSnow.com

Observations:
National Weather Service

Base/PeakSNOW DEPTHS

Today

61 38

A: It is a system used to report
wind speeds.

61/38/s

Vallejo

62/33/pc

Santa Rosa

59/45/s

Oakland

64/39/pc

Concord

63/36/s

Rio Vista

61/40/pc

Tracy
61/38/pc

Stockton

62/35/pc

Napa

63/38/s

Vacaville

61/43/s

Clearlake

63/37/pc

Fairfield

61/34/s

Galt

61/40/s

Placerville

61/38/s

Davis

61/38/s

Woodland

61/36/s

Elk Grove

61/40/s

Folsom

61/38/s

Sacramento

49/20/pc

South Lake Tahoe

49/16/pc

Truckee

58/38/s

Nevada City
Grass Valley/

61/37/pc

Marysville
Yuba City/

61/40/pc

Auburn

63/39/pc

Livermore

61/38/s

Roseville

47/27/pc

Tahoe City

62/37/pc

Chico

61/38/s

Ione

62/41/pc

Modesto

60/38/pc

Oroville 51/26/pc

Reno

Sun. Today Tue. Sun. Today Tue.

24/924/9
DetroitDetroit4/-84/-8

BillingsBillings

80/6680/66
MiamiMiami

59/4759/47
S.F.S.F.

38/3038/30
SeattleSeattle

1/-111/-11
MinneapolisMinneapolis

32°/1332°/13
Kansas CityKansas City

31/731/7
DenverDenver

68/4668/46
L.A.L.A.

42/3142/31
AtlantaAtlanta

39/2539/25
WashingtonWashington

40/2340/23
New YorkNew York

56/4856/48
HoustonHouston

70/4070/40
El PasoEl Paso

20/320/3
ChicagoChicago

About an hour before dawn
tomorrow morning, with Mars and
Jupiter drawing ever-closer together
in the southeast, look below and to
the left for always-elusive Mercury
(don't

9:29

359
Dec. 26

7:22 a

Past 24 hours

High/low 53/39
All recorded temperatures
and precipitation are as of
4 p.m. Sunday. R=record

59/38/s

Colfax63/36/s

Colusa

Folsom 2,016 3,578 59% 121%

Oroville 1,401 3,040 35% 58%

Shasta 4,324 4,303 71% 115%

Nimbus 3,350 3,353 93% 103%

Mostly sunny.

Grasses none

Trees juniper

Molds cladosporium

Weeds none

Low >60min.

Low >60min.

Low >60min.

Season to date
Last season to date

Normal to date
Normal for season

High pressure will
once again be in
charge of the
weather this week.
Skies will be mostly
sunny with mild
high temperatures.

What is Beaufort Scale?

- Answer below

59/47/s

Francisco
San

/
Tuesday

61 38
Sunny.

/
Wednesday

59 38
Mostly sunny.

/
Thursday

59 36
Mostly sunny.

/
Friday

61 40
Mostly sunny.

/

First Q

Jan. 1

Full

Jan. 8
Last Q

Jan. 16

New

4:51 p/

11:58 a No Set/

7:22 a 4:51 p/

12:30 p No Set/

Sun. Today Tue. Sun. Today Tue.

Sun. Today Tue. Sun. Today Tue.

Acapulco 86/75/pc 87/73/s
Amsterdam 50/46/c 49/40/c
Athens 53/37/s 62/46/s
Baghdad 54/0/na 68/46/pc
Bangkok 91/73/s 88/71/pc
Beijing 41/30/s 41/22/s
Berlin 50/48/c 48/38/c
Bogota 66/46/pc 70/53/t
Buenos Aires 73/60/r 87/74/s
Cabo San L. 84/62/pc 87/65/pc
Cairo 68/57/pc 67/50/s
Calgary 12/-9/sn -1/-22/pc
Cancun 82/66/pc 81/68/pc
Copenhagen 51/46/r 46/40/r
Dublin 51/50/pc 46/35/r
Frankfurt 48/46/f 45/37/c
Geneva 41/35/c 45/35/s
Havana 82/55/f 81/63/pc
Hong Kong 75/62/pc 70/61/pc
Jerusalem 64/55/na 53/41/r
Johannesburg 82/62/na 87/59/pc

58/28/pc
29/24/pc
42/31/pc
54/45/pc
38/22/pc
4/-8/sn
41/29/pc
-6/-16/pc
34/19/sn
37/21/i
27/11/sn
25/11/sn
12/-8/sn
54/36/pc
45/28/pc
26/4/sf
20/3/pc
29/18/pc
25/14/sn
45/15/pc
52/30/pc
25/15/c
28/14/sn
47/38/pc
31/7/pc
19/2/pc
24/9/sf
45/28/r
-4/-9/pc
-8/-20/pc
56/22/pc
36/19/sn
6/-6/sn
80/67/pc
56/48/pc
25/13/pc
29/23/sn
32°/13/c
61/44/pc

Albuquerque 56/30 56/28
Anchorage 25/15 24/13
Atlanta 51/45 50/29
Austin TX 63/38 57/40
Baltimore 45/36 0.19 34/22
Billings MT 13/4 4/-3
Birmingham 47/44 50/35
Bismarck ND 16/-1 -1/-16
Boise ID 22/10 0.10 29/20
Boston 39/33 0.03 28/13
Buffalo 29/24 0.01 15/4
Burlington VT 31/24 0.24 18/-4
Casper WY 17/-5 0.11 19/5
Charleston SC 72/63 0.01 56/42
Charlotte NC 60/45 0.01 48/31
Cheyenne WY 26/5 27/7
Chicago 22/19 0.17 10/3
Cincinnati 36/31 0.01 28/10
Cleveland 33/27 0.02 18/7
Colo. Springs 23/4 Tr 35/15
Columbia SC 65/57 0.10 52/36
Columbus OH 36/30 23/8
Concord NH 34/28 0.07 24/1
Dallas 47/39 45/35
Denver 24/-4 0.10 31/11
Des Moines 24/18 0.15 11/-1
Detroit 28/21 0.10 15/5
Eugene OR 34/30 0.13 40/33
Fairbanks -8/-16 2/-5
Fargo ND 9/-4 -5/-19
Flagstaff AZ 60/29 55/20
Hartford 37/32 0.07 26/11
Helena MT 9/-10 16/3
Honolulu 82/66 80/68
Houston 68/37 59/49
Indianapolis 32/23 0.05 19/4
Juneau 19/12 30/17
Kansas City 26/21 18°/8
Las Vegas 59/41 63/42

88/73
44/38
61/49
67/43
75/68
37/21
50/36
68/53
89/74
86/66
69/52
1/-13

81/71
43/38
40/33
46/36
44/34
84/63
70/61
60/43
76/56

57/36
71/66
46/36
49/41
85/77
74/46

10/-12
41/34
75/47
45/41
83/75
57/48
28/10
85/76
74/68
60/42
55/37

15/6
36/31
37/32
44/32

Kabul 55/32/pc 56/35/pc
Lima 65/0/na 72/65/pc
London 51/46/r 53/38/pc
Madrid 53/30/pc 51/42/pc
Manila 91/77/r 88/77/pc
Mexico City 73/44/pc 72/44/s
Montreal 21/15/r 18/7/sn
Moscow 32/26/sn 26/19/c
New Delhi 77/48/f 74/47/f
Paris 48/46/f 44/40/c
Rio De Janeiro 93/75/r 89/75/t
Rome 60/30/s 58/45/s
Seoul 42/32/pc 32/23/s
Singapore 84/76/r 88/76/t
Sydney 104/71/pc 72/68/pc
Tehran 68/50/pc 65/45/pc
Tokyo 55/41/s 59/40/s
Toronto 32/24/sn 27/10/pc
Vancouver 32/24/s 36/30/pc
Vienna 51/44/pc 46/30/s
Warsaw 48/46/r 47/34/c

Little Rock 45/39 45/27
Louisville 39/36 0.01 32/14
Madison WI 21/11 0.08 5/-2
Medford OR 43/35 44/34
Memphis 43/38 0.01 43/25
Miami 83/64 79/69
Milwaukee 22/16 0.10 6/0
Minneapolis 22/16 1/-10
Nashville 43/37 0.01 43/25
New Orleans 64/48 60/51
New York 41/36 0.11 31/20
Norfolk 53/44 43/35
Okla. City 37/27 35/22
Omaha 23/17 0.23 12/0
Orlando 81/57 74/60
Philadelphia 43/37 0.18 34/24
Phoenix 70/41 74/47
Pittsburgh 37/29 0.02 23/11
Portland ME 34/27 0.11 28/4
Portland OR 35/29 0.14 40/33
Providence 43/35 0.10 30/15
Raleigh NC 61/46 46/29
Rapid City 22/-6 8/-5
Reno 46/34 52/27
Richmond 51/43 0.02 43/26
Salt Lake City 33/22 40/26
San Antonio 71/38 63/46
Santa Fe 50/25 53/23
Seattle 37/30 0.06 38/31
Sioux Falls SD 18/5 4/-9
Spokane 18/7 24/17
Springfield IL 26/21 0.17 16/4
St. Louis 30/24 0.08 20/10
Syracuse 32/28 0.01 18/5
Tallahassee 73/67 65/47
Tampa 79/63 74°/61
Tucson 74/40 76/44
Wash. DC 46/39 0.15 37/26
Wichita 33/20 24/12

43/28/pc
32/23/pc
15/-4/pc
45/28/pc
39/29/pc
80/66/pc
19/0/pc
1/-11/pc
37/28/pc
52/41/s
40/23/pc
45/31/pc
40/25/pc
17/0/pc
68/53/pc
39/26/pc
71/45/pc
26/15/sf
24/16/sn
43/30/r
38/22/r
43/25/pc
7/-11/sn
51/26/pc
42/26/pc
44/26/sn
56/47/pc
54/24/pc
38/30/sn
6/-10/pc
23/11/sn
26/11/pc
32/18/pc
29/12/sn
57/36/s
71/53/pc
76/42/pc
39/25/pc
39/14/pc

Alturas 39/24 45/24
Anaheim 73/42 70/49
Auburn 55/42 60/41
Bakersfield 60/41 64/40
Berkeley 54/46 63/45
Bishop 60/26 64/27
Blue Canyon 50/43 54/40
Bodega Bay 55/45 56/43
Chico 50/41 61/39
Citrus Hts. 54/43 61/40
Clearlake 52/42 61/43
Colfax 51/44 59/38
Davis 54/41 61/38
Death Valley 62/30 65/45
Elk Grove 55/41 61/36
Eureka 54/42 54/38
Folsom 56/42 61/41
Fort Bragg 55/42 56/40
Fresno 54/40 63/39
Galt 54/42 61/36
Jackson 55/41 61/43
Lincoln 58/43 61/38
Lodi 53/41 61/38
Los Angeles 74/45 69/46
Mammoth L. 60/30 54/21
Modesto 52/40 63/42
Monterey na/na 63/42
Mt. Shasta 44/34 47/29

42/16/pc
67/47/s
61/40/pc
61/40/pc
63/45/s
63/27/pc
54/40/pc
58/41/s
62/37/pc
61/38/s
61/43/s
59/38/s
61/38/s
63/45/pc
61/36/s
56/38/pc
61/40/s
56/38/s
61/39/pc
61/34/s
61/41/s
61/38/s
61/36/s
68/46/pc
53/22/pc
62/41/pc
64/44/pc
46/27/pc

7.3' at 12a 6.4' at 6a

7.4' at 1p 6.7' at 7p

5.5' at 9a 2.4' at 2a

5.1' at 9p 3.5' at 3p

62/35/pc
58/38/s
59/45/s
73/53/pc
61/40/s
58/40/s
47/22/s
63/34/pc
63/36/s
71/39/pc
61/38/s
49/20/pc
65/49/f
59/47/s
63/40/s
69/43/pc
67/47/pc
67/43/pc
62/33/pc
59/41/pc
61/38/pc
45/22/pc
49/16/pc
63/38/s
61/38/s
55/35/pc
43/25/pc
61/37/pc

Napa 56/39 61/35
Nevada City 54/38 58/40
Oakland 56/47 59/45
Palm Springs 71/42 74/55
Placerville 56/41 61/41
Pollock Pines 56/45 na 58/40
Quincy 41/30 47/23
Redding 49/40 62/36
Rio Vista 55/38 61/36
Riverside 75/33 72/41
Roseville 56/42 61/38
S. L. Tahoe 50/31 50/20
San Diego 66/47 65/50
San Francisco 56/48 58/49
San Jose 56/45 63/40
San L. Obispo 63/44 70/46
Santa Barbara 64/44 67/49
Santa Cruz 57/46 67/40
Santa Rosa 54/38 61/33
Sonora 56/43 61/41
Stockton 54/39 62/39
Susanville 42/28 45/22
Truckee 50/26 49/15
Vacaville 55/39 63/40
Woodland 53/41 61/38
Yosemite V. 53/32 56/34
Yreka 41/30 43/31
Yuba City 52/39 61/38
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Bear Valley Open

Heavenly Valley Open

Boreal Open

Kirkwood Open

Sierra at Tahoe Open

Alpine Meadows Open

Squaw Valley Open

Sugar Bowl Open

Northstar Open

18-24

18-18

18-32
18-32

18-26

13-39

18-30

10-31

7-7

O ne group was
particularly
“jazzed” about
community

donations they received,
thanks to generous Sacra-
mento Bee readers.
Ian Levin, manager of

the ReImagine Mack Road
Foundation’s Valley Hi
community center, had
asked for funds to outfit a
spartan band room with
instruments such as a
Yamaha clarinet and full-
sized classical guitar. He
got that and much more,
as people who read about
the center’s needs drove
from all over greater Sac-
ramento to hand-deliver
more than 20 instruments
in need of a new home.
Drum kits, violins, gui-

tars, amps, horns, clar-
inets and flutes were do-
nated by kindhearted
Sacramentans with stories
to tell about how they
obtained their instruments
and why they wanted to
pass them on, Levin said.
“Every day, somebody

brought something else
in,” he said. “The dona-
tion piece of this really
alerted me to how many
people really care. They
thought, ‘Wow, I want to
contribute to this,’ and
went out of their way to
make it happen.”
The hundreds of stu-

dents who come through
the community center
every year have vied for
time on ReImagine Mack
Road’s few instruments
since Levin began working
there three years ago.
Now that there are more
to go around, he sees
small bands coming to-

gether in the future to
play at Summer Night
Lights events, which
drew a total of 11,000
people in 2017.
ReImagine Mack

Road’s community cen-
ter supports children up
to age 18 from low-in-
come families. Some had
played instruments be-
fore financial hardships
forced them to abandon
music, while others
hadn’t yet had opportuni-
ties to do so.
Secondhand wood-

winds and strings will
make that happen. But
the financial contribu-
tions that funded a few
shiny, new instruments
can be even more impor-
tant in building a child’s
confidence.
“I want our kids to feel

like they’re worthy of
things that nice, that they
deserve those instru-
ments, and we can give
that to them now,” Levin
said.

OFF ON THE
RIGHT FOOT
The temperature on

Thursday hovered in the
low 50s. But there was
8-year-old Zainab Ah-
madi, strolling into a
Fleet Feet store in a pair
of worn white sandals.
Ahmadi, her parents

and three siblings had
emigrated from Afghan-
istan to Sacramento just
nine days earlier in
search of a better life. A
family friend connected
her father with Shapoor
Benawa and Starting
Point for Regufee Chil-
dren, a nonprofit started
by Sacramento City Col-
lege instructor Vickee
Moy earlier this year.
Moy had asked Book of

Dreams readers to help
buy shoes for 300 chil-
dren of Afghan refugees
recently resettled in
Sacramento. The com-
munity came through
with welcome presents
for families like the Ah-
madis.
Starting Point has al-

ready gathered 90 school
backpacks, uniforms and
books, and more than
700 blankets for recent

immigrants, about 95
percent of whom come
from Afghanistan. Moy
had planned to give out
small hygiene kits next,
but changed her mind
after hearing several
mothers complain about
the cost of buying shoes
for fast-growing children.
“In talking with some of

the moms, they’ve always
stressed their need for just
basic things,”Moy said.
Zainab eventually fell

for a pair of blue-and-pink
running shoes, smiling
and shaking her head
when Fleet Feet employ-
ees tried to interest her in
other options. She’ll start
the new year – and a new
school – in style.

Benjy Egel: 916-321-1052,
@BenjyEgel

Bee readers respond
enthusiastically to
call for needed items
BY BENJY EGEL
begel@sacbee.com

Here’s the complete list of
wishes in The Bee’s Book of
Dreams series. To make dona-
tions, see the coupon on this
page or go to sacbee.com/
bookofdreams:

Virtual reality program for
UCP

Dream: Funds are sought to
purchase reality goggles,
monitor, cameras and software
for United Cerebral Palsy of
Sacramento and Northern
California.

Needed: Virtual reality
program, customized to UCP’s
program and clients’ needs.

Cost: $5,000.

Griddle for hospitality
center

Dream: Maryhouse Hospi-
tality Center for Homeless
Women seeks funds to up-
grade equipment to serve
meals.

Needed: A restaurant-
quality griddle.

Cost: $600.

Supplies for wildlife care
group

Dream: The Wildlife Care
Association needs funds to buy
a variety of goods to aid the
nonprofit community service
volunteer-based organization.

Needed: Batteries, dry cat
and dog kibble, frozen fruit
and vegetables, mealworms
and more.

Cost: $2,000.

Video games for therapy,
clothes for 11-year-old

Dream: Funds requested to
buy video games and warm
clothing for Noah Whitaker, 11,
who has spinal muscular atro-
phy, a genetic neuromuscular
disease that affects muscle
strength and movement.

Needed: PS4 games, shirts,
pants, jacket, socks.

Cost: $1,500.

Shoes for refugee children
Dream: The nonprofit

Starting Point for Refugee
Children seeks funds to pur-
chase new footwear.

Needed: Shoes for 300
refugee children.

Cost: $6,000.

Scooter to help with mobil-
ity

Dream: A motorized scooter
for Brandy Summerfield, who
suffers from congenital hip
dysplasia.

Needed: A foldable electric
mobility scooter.

Cost: $2,850.

Baby baskets for center
Dream: Funds to purchase

100 baby baskets for the
Sacramento Life Center, a
nonprofit medical clinic that
provides free services to
pregnant women and new
mothers.

Needed: Formula, diapers,
newborn clothes, pacifiers, etc.

Cost: $5,000.

Beds-in-bag for graduates
Dream: The Next Move

shelter seeks funds to buy
beds-in-a-bag for every child
who graduates from its pro-
gram.

Needed: Beds-in-a-bag for
276 children.

Cost: $7,600.

English-language materials
sought

Dream: Funds to buy a
variety of English-learning
materials for the Sacramento
Food Bank and Family Serv-
ices.

Needed: Farsi-English
dictionaries, children’s books,
workbooks and translator
services.

Cost: $5,100.

Musical instruments, equip-
ment needed

Dream: Donations sought to
purchase new or gently used
musical instruments and equip-
ment for south Sacramento
youngsters.

Needed: Keyboards, piano,
trumpets, wind instruments,
stringed instruments, etc.

Cost: $5,000.

Shed sought for rescue
animals

Dream: Itsie Bitsie Rescue
Inc. needs funds to buy materi-
als to house animals before
they are adopted.

Needed: A shed-type build-
ing and kennels.

Cost: $2,000.

Photo packages for special
evening

Dream: Prom photo packet
for Evening of Dreams partici-
pants.

Needed: 167 photo packag-
es.

Cost: $5,000.

Beds, bedding for non-
profit

Dream: Beds and bedding
for Family Promise of Sacra-
mento.

Needed: 16 rollaway beds
and accessories.

Cost: $3,200.

BOOK OF DREAMS WISHES
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Sports ANOTHER GREAT TOUCHDOWN
CATCH BY ROB GRONKOWSKI
LEADS TO ANOTHER PATRIOTS
VICTORY OVER THE BILLS 4C

NFL

C atching up with
some of the most
memorable peo-
ple in local golf

from the past 15 years.

BOB FLEMING, 68;
MARC ARCURI, 65;
DAN CONDIE, 59
2005 (April 13): Fleming,
Arcuri and Condie, in that
order, each made a hole in
one on consecutive shots
on No. 15 at Antelope
Greens, a 108-yard par-3.

The odds of the feat were
estimated at 27 trillion to
1. Awe and skepticism
abounded as the story
went international. Dave
Schumacher, the fourth
member of the group,
teed off first and missed
the green.
Now: Arcuri is the presi-
dent of the Sacramento
Golf Council, Fleming is a
member of the golf coun-
cil and Condie is a teach-
ing pro at Morgan Creek.
The three accomplished

players still golf in the
same circles, often at
Antelope Greens, but it’s

rare that all three play
together. Fleming and
Arcuri are comfortable in
the knowledge of their
accomplishment and,
being golfers, understand
the doubters. Condie,
almost 13 years later, still
has issues with the nay-
sayers. “You say it doesn’t
bother you, but it does,”
he said.
All three agree that

Matt Lauer’s recent fall
from grace was a tad iron-
ic considering that the
NBC journalist became
the de facto arbiter of
truth when he declined to
speak with the players for
a scheduled “Today”
show segment in the days
following. “We each got a
little chuckle out of that,”
Arcuri said.
Their achievement still

comes up, they said, but
far less frequently than it
did in the year after.
Fleming said his buddies,
when playing with some-
one who don’t know him,

will ask them if they’ve
heard of that far-fetched
three holes-in-one story.
“Knowing they almost

always will say, ‘Yeah,
that was total bull.’ And
then they like to point to
me and say, ‘There’s one

of the guys right there.’ ”
If they had made three

ANDY ALFARO Sacramento Bee file

From left, Bob Fleming, Dan Condie and Marc Arcuri made three consecutive hole-in-ones
on No. 15 at Antelope Greens on April 13, 2005. Their achievement – and the skepticism
that comes with it – still comes up, they said. Dave Schumacher, back left, was a witness.

GOLF

A 27-trillion-to-1
feat among top
local memories
BY STEVE PAJAK
spajak@sacbee.com

SEE GOLF, 3C

SANTA CLARA

Two weeks ago,
the Jaguars had
the Seattle Sea-
hawks flustered

and fighting during a big
win in Jacksonville.
On Sunday it was their

turn to get shoved around.
Riding a wave of energy

high unseen in Levi’s
Stadium, Jimmy Garoppo-
lo threw two touchdowns
and completed 70 percent
of his passes as the 49ers
offense scored 37 points
against the top-ranked
defense in the league. An
interception return for a
touchdown by cornerback
Dontae Johnson account-
ed for the final touchdown
in San Francisco’s 44-33
win, the most points the
49ers have scored since a
45-31 win over the Green
Bay Packers in the 2012
playoffs.
A Jaguars squad that

had won three in a row
wrapped up a division title
earlier in the day and had
built a reputation as per-
haps the most physical
team in the league –
thanks largely to their win
over the Seahawks –
seemed more than a little
ruffled. They committed
12 penalties, tussled with

the 49ers throughout he
day and even were caught
on camera skirmishing
among themselves on the
sidelines.
“They were very chippy

out there, yelling at each
other, yelling at us,” full-
back Kyle Juszczyk said. “I
definitely think they were
a little frustrated. … I
don’t think they were
used to a team moving the
ball the way we did.”
“I was definitely sur-

prised by that,” receiver
Trent Taylor said of Jack-
sonville’s lack of compo-MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP

49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (10) celebrates after scoring a touchdown with center Daniel Kilgore (67) during
the first half of Sunday’s win over the Jaguars. The 49ers are 4-0 since inserting Garoppolo in the starting lineup.

49ERS

‘G’ whiz –
QB cuts up
Jaguars in
latest win
Garoppolo throws for 2 TDs
as SF wins fourth straight

BY MATT BARROWS
mbarrows@sacbee.com

TONY AVELAR AP

Jaguars running back
Leonard Fournette (27)
found little room to run
against the 49ers defense.

COMING UP

Sunday: 49ers at L.A. Rams,
1:25 p.m., FOX

SEE 49ERS, 6C
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TODAY’S BEST BETS
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL TIME TV
Diamond Head Classic,seventh place 9:30 a.m. ESPNU
Diamond Head Classic, fifth place 11:30 a.m. ESPNU
Diamond Head Classic, championship 3 p.m. ESPN2
Diamond Head Classic, third place 5:30 p.m. ESPNU
NBA
Philadelphia at New York 9 a.m. ESPN
Cleveland at Golden State Noon ABC
Washington at Boston 2:30 p.m. ABC
Houston at Oklahoma City 5 p.m. ABC
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 7:30 p.m. TNT
NFL
Pittsburgh at Houston 1:30 p.m. NBC
Raiders at Philadelphia 5:30 p.m. ESPN
RUGBY
Big Bash League, Perth vs. Melbourne Midnight NBCSN

ON TV

KINGS
Tuesday Wednesday Friday Sunday

at L.A. Clippers
7:30 p.m.
NSCA, NBA

vs. Cleveland
7 p.m.
NSCA

vs. Phoenix
7 p.m.

NSCA, NBA

vs. Memphis
4 p.m.
NSCA

49ERS
Sunday

at L.A. Rams
1:25 p.m.
FOX

RAIDERS
Today Sunday

at Philadelphia
5:30 p.m.
ESPN

at L.A. Chargers
1:25 p.m.
CBS

PRO CALENDAR

TUESDAY’S BEST BETS
COLLEGE FOOTBALL TIME TV
Heart of Dallas Bowl, West Virginia
vs. Utah

10:30 a.m. ESPN

Quick Lane Bowl, Northern Illinois
vs. Duke

2:15 p.m. ESPN

Cactus Bowl, Kansas State vs. UCLA 6 p.m. ESPN
NBA
Chicago at Milwaukee 5 p.m. NBA
Kings at L.A. Clippers 7:30 p.m. NBA
SOCCER
EPL, Tottenham vs. Southampton 4:30 a.m. NBCSN
EPL, Manchester United vs. Burnley 7 a.m. NBCSN
EPL, Liverpool vs. Swansea City 9:30 a.m. NBCSN

For a team that’s ded-
icated this season to de-
velopment and learning,
this was the best way to
summarize what hap-
pened to the Kings against
the San Antonio Spurs.
“They just took us to

school,” said Kings coach
Dave Joerger.
There aren’t many bet-

ter teachers than the
Spurs, who educated the
Kings on the fundamen-
tals of team basketball in
a 108-99 victory Saturday
night at Golden 1 Center.
Joerger still likes how

far the Kings (11-21) have
come.

The belief is still that
what happens this season
will pay dividends in the
future.
“I’m really proud of our

guys,” Joerger said. “I just
told them how much
they’ve all improved in
the last four weeks
through the video,
through the work we’re
doing on the court. We’re
miles and miles ahead of
where we were four weeks
ago and that’s the most
important thing.”
If the Kings are to focus

on the big picture, Sat-
urday’s loss is another
lesson in how they hope to
be in the future.
The Spurs have been

winning consistently for
nearly 20 years and the

Kings haven’t been to the
playoffs since 2007.
Kings center Willie

Cauley-Stein said there’s a
lot to be learned from the
Spurs.
“The way they move the

ball and play for each
other,” Cauley-Stein.
“That gets you extra work
playing for each other.
Every now and then a
couple of guys go off and
pick up a win like that. But
the majority of the time if
you play for each other,
you’re setting yourself up
for a good chance to win
the game.”
The Spurs showed the

Kings you don’t have to be
young and spry to put on a
good performance.
Pau Gasol became the

oldest player to record a
triple-double at 37 years,
171 days since Tim Dun-
can (38 years, 224 days)
on Dec. 5, 2014.
Gasol had 14 points, 11

rebounds and 10 assists.
The oldest player with a

triple-double is Karl Malo-
ne (40 years, 127 days),
who accomplished the
feat Nov. 28, 2003 for the
Lakers against the Spurs.
LaMarcus Aldridge had

a game-high 29 points.
The Spurs (23-11) excel

at not wasting opportuni-
ties.
“We were kind of chas-

ing our tail against a team
that’s been doing it togeth-
er for a long, long time and
I told our guys we will get
there,” Joerger said. “We
had cutters open, we had,
‘Oh I should’ve shot that
one. Oh, I needed to help
you there.’ Those kinds of
things against a really high
level team.”
With 10 players with

three years or less of ex-
perience, the Kings have
no choice but to allow the
young players to learn on
the job.
“I take my cap off to

them, letting us battle
through mistakes,” Cau-
ley-Stein said of the
coaching staff. “... Live
action, you can, work out
how many hours in the
gym, but nothing’s the
same as going against
another player of your
stature. The only way you
get that type of action is in
a game and a little bit in
practice but more and
more in the game because
it matters more.”
Buddy Hield led the

Kings with 24 points in his
first start since Oct. 31.
Cauley-Stein had 22
points and 11 rebounds.
Bogdan Bogdanovic had
15 points off the bench.

Jason Jones:
@mr_jasonjones, read more
about the team at
sacbee.com/kings.

HECTOR AMEZCUA hamezcua@sacbee.com

The Kings’ Frank Mason III goes to the basket against the Spurs’ Pau Gasol on Saturday.

LATE SATURDAY

Spurs provide Kings
template for success
BY JASON JONES
jejones@sacbee.com

F or generations, major
professional leagues
could only envy the
NFL’s marriage with

Thanksgiving, the sport syn-
onymous with the holiday.
A decade ago, the NBA in-

creased its Christmas slate to
five games spread throughout
the day, a showcase for its best
teams and glitziest stars, mak-
ing a push toward Dec. 25 be-
coming its equivalent to the
NFL’s Thanksgiving.
As the NFL battles sagging

viewership amid a host of issues
on and off the field, the NBA’s
surging global popularity and
star-studded Christmas lineup
could lead to a turning point in
that mission.
“You want something to at-

tach yourself to during the holi-
days. Football is that for us on
Thanksgiving, and now basket-
ball is the thing on Christmas,”
said Warriors star Kevin Durant,
whose team headlines the day
in a marquee NBA Finals re-
match against the Cleveland
Cavaliers (noon, ABC).
Catching the NFL in the rat-

ings someday soon is still a
massive long shot, but the NBA
has established itself as the
clear No. 2 in the American
sporting landscape. Its current
national television deal pays the
sport $2.66 billion annually,
more than a billion dollars more
than that of Major League Base-
ball ($1.55 billion). And its
Christmas strategy – the day is
its biggest ratings performer of
the regular season – is at least
helping threaten to close the
gap on the NFL, which last year
drew twice as many fans to its
highest-rated Christmas Day
game than the NBA’s top-rated
game.
“From the start, the NFL was

building on a tradition,” said
Richard Crepeau, a retired his-
tory professor from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida who
specializes in American sport
history. “Thanksgiving games
and football go way back into
the very, very early years of
football, back into the late 19th
century.
“What the NBA is trying to

do, they don’t have quite the
sort of national pull of an audi-
ence behind them. The NFL is
the American obsession. The
NBA is not. It’s the obsession of
some of us, but not on the scale
of the NFL. To me, that’s also a
very, very big difference.”
The NBA officially designated

Christmas the most important
day of its regular season in
2008 when, at the urging of

ESPN, its lineup expanded to
five games instead of one to
three. Nine seasons later, the
NBA enters Monday with a tail
wind, and Commissioner Adam
Silver said players have em-
braced the prominence the
holiday stage offers.
“As much as many of them

would like to be home with their
families on Christmas, they
recognize they’re in the enter-
tainment industry,” Silver said.
“I think they’ve come to see it
as an imprimatur of being a
marquee attraction.”
It’s just business as usual,

Durant said.
“Now it just feels like part of

the routine for me as a player,”
he said. “I know I’m going to
have to get ready for a game,
and then I’m going to come
home and open presents with
my family.”
Paul George, who spent the

first seven years of his career
with the Indiana Pacers, wish-
ing he was in the Christmas
game, will get that chance. His
new team, the Oklahoma City
Thunder, takes on the Houston
Rockets (5 p.m., ABC).
“I always wanted to play on

Christmas,” said George, who
grew up in Southern California,
where watching the Los Angeles
Lakers was his family’s holiday
routine. “It brought families

together. ... It went along with
Christmas. Basketball and
Christmas. I grew up on it, so to
be part of it is that much bigger.
It’s fulfilling a dream.”
For the NBA, Christmas Day

is a chance to capitalize on that
momentum. Interest has been
boosted by an offseason of fren-
zied player movement, leading
to increased ratings and story
lines.
Ratings for the NBA’s three

national television platforms –
TNT, ESPN and NBA TV – are
up 20 percent from last season,
averaging 1.2 million viewers,
the highest in four years. ESPN
is averaging 1.8 million viewers
this season – the second-highest
number through Christmas Day
in the network’s 16-year part-
nership with the NBA. The only
season that topped that number
was 2010-11, when LeBron
James and Chris Bosh joined
Dwyane Wade in Miami.
The NBA’s influence, mean-

while, has spread far beyond its
arenas. A generation of market-
able stars such as Durant, James
and Stephen Curry has pushed
the NBA’s cultural recognition
into the mainstream, making
forays into the worlds of music
and fashion.
For the NFL, 2017 has been a

year to forget, from President
Donald Trump’s furor over

players kneeling for the national
anthem to negative headlines
about ongoing concussion is-
sues. In a particularly brutal
season, some of the league’s
biggest stars have been side-
lined with injuries, including
Green Bay Packers quarterback
Aaron Rodgers, Philadelphia
Eagles quarterback Carson
Wentz and Houston Texans
defensive lineman J.J. Watt and
quarterback Deshaun Watson.
Commissioner Roger Goodell,

who signed a rich contract ex-
tension this month, remains
unpopular for everything from
the oversaturization of season-
long Thursday night games to
how he has doled out punish-
ments.
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark

Cuban, long outspoken about
the NFL’s greed, predicted in
2014 that the league was “10
years away from an implosion.”
This week, when asked if he had
an interest in purchasing the
Carolina Panthers after its own-
er, Jerry Richardson, announced
he was selling the team amid
sexual harassment allegations,
Cuban made clear that his feel-
ings haven’t changed.
“Why would I buy an NFL

team if I think the league is in
decline?” he told the Dallas
Morning News.
On Monday, the leagues will

test their mettle head to head
for the second year in a row.
While the NBA often has the
holiday to itself, two NFL games
will compete with the NBA’s
five games. Last year, with
Christmas on Sunday, the NFL
moved most of its games to
Saturday but left two on Sun-
day. The NHL, the other major
league that’s in season in De-
cember, last played a Christmas
game in 1971.
And while the NBA had a

strong Christmas showing, with
Cavaliers-Warriors getting 10.1
million viewers, the Kansas City
Chiefs beating the Denver
Broncos on NBC had 21.4 mil-
lion people tune in, and the
Pittsburgh Steelers defeating
the Baltimore Ravens earned
14.8 million viewers, even while
being shown exclusively on the
NFL Network, a cable channel,
compared to the Cavaliers and
Warriors on ABC.
Those results underscore the

reality that there remains a
massive gulf between the NFL
and its competitors. The Dec. 17
game between the New England
Patriots and Pittsburgh Steelers
generated a 15.2 rating and 26.8
million viewers – numbers the
NBA can’t sniff outside of the
NBA Finals.
That Patriots-Steelers game

was the NFL’s highest-rated
game this season, but two of the
next three – Los Angeles Char-
gers-Dallas Cowboys and Min-
nesota Vikings-Detroit Lions –
were Thanksgiving games, dis-
playing the importance of the
holiday.
“This is a long, long trail that

they’ve been on,” Crepeau said.
“So you get all of those sort of
things with the tradition tied in
there, and it becomes a kind of
personal sort of memory and
nostalgia as people grow older
of part of their memory of being
at home, with children, with
family. The fabric of that is
pretty thick, and I think the
NBA has an uphill fight to try to
match that, though it’s certainly
worth trying.”
Still, analysts said failing to

match the NFL – the undisputed
ruler of American sports for at
least a generation – doesn’t
equate to failure for the NBA.
Instead, they lauded the league
for its ability to generate in-
terest at a time when all parts of
the media landscape are desper-
ately looking to do the same.
“It’s pretty cool that I get to

do my favorite thing, the thing I
love the most, on a special day.
That makes me happy,” Durant
said. “The NFL has got Thanks-
giving. ... Now, Thanksgiving
Day is like Christmas Day in the
NBA.”

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP

Kevin Durant is one of the NBA’s many superstars who will be in action on Christmas. Durant and the
champion Warriors meet LeBron James and the Cavaliers in a Finals rematch, one of five games scheduled.

NBA’s Christmas wish:
To surpass the NFL

BY TIM BONTEMPS
Washington Post
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consecutive aces in front of a
crowd of witnesses, at a pro-am
or some such, their lives
wouldn’t be any different, they
said, but theirs would be the
definitive hole-in-one story to
beat worldwide as opposed to
the footnote that it is.
As it is: “That whole year was

fun,” Fleming said. “We knew it
was true. We were getting our
15 minutes of fame. I would not
have believed it if it had not
happened to me.”

DILLON DOUGHERTY, 35
2006: A Masters qualifier via
his runner-up finish in the 2005
U.S. Amateur, the longtime

Woodland resi-
dent provided Bee
readers a behind-
the-scenes peek at
Augusta National,
where he spent
the week on the
grounds in the

Crow’s Nest with the other
amateurs in the field.
Now: After seven years playing
professionally with moderate
success and two years as a golf
pro in La Quinta, he’s moved
back home and has been a fi-
nancial adviser in Sacramento
for two-plus years.
He was a history major at

Northwestern. “I started as an
economics major, but when my
college golf career took off, I
thought I was too busy for econ.
History was a little easier on a
traveling athlete.”
His playing career ended at

the 2013 PGA Tour qualifying
tournament when he bogeyed
three of the final four holes in
the second stage and missed
advancing to the final stage by
one shot.
“I loved every minute of it,”

he said of his playing career.
“There were ups and downs.
Looking back, there were tons
of things I would have done
different, but it was a great
experience and I have no re-
grets how it ended or where I
am now.”
And he’ll always have Augus-

ta.

MARTIN FINE, 52
2009: Lost the sight in his right
eye when a ball he hit ricochet-
ed off the trunk of a tree on the

18th hole Valley
Hi Country Club.
Now: He is still
the principal at
Isabelle Jackson
Elementary
School in Elk
Grove. He still
loves golf. He still

has the same positive outlook
on life.
“I pay more attention to sun-

rises and sunsets because with
one eye, you can’t take anything
for granted,” he said. “I try to
teach my kids that, to appre-
ciate all these great things that
you see.”
His handicap index is a 5.2,

about the same as it was when
the 3-wood shot he was trying to
cut around a juniper tree ri-
cocheted and dropped him to
the ground before he had fin-
ished his swing. As bad as it
was, doctors told him that an
inch either way and he could
have lost the sight in both eyes
or been killed.
When he started playing

again, his friends gave him a
free drop when his ball ended
up behind a tree. “That doesn’t
happen anymore, trust me,” he
said. “Not with money on the
line.”
He wears protective glasses

when he plays and punches out
sideways more often than not.
He struggles with his lack of
depth perception in bunkers,
from bad lies and from 60-70
yards. “Range finders don’t help
you with feel shots,” he said.
He has a prosthetic that’s so

good people swear they can’t
tell which is is real eye, but the
topic still comes up on occasion.
“Someone will say, ‘Hey, aren’t
you the guy who ...’ Yep.”

SARAH (HUARTE) GLYNN, 35
2009: The St. Francis High
School graduate and 2004

NCAA Division I
individual cham-
pion while playing
for Cal stepped
away from playing
professionally to
take the job as the
women’s golf

coach at USF.
Now: She resigned in May and
moved to Folsom with her hus-

band, Sean, a club pro at Came-
ron Park, and two daughters,
ages 3 and 6.
She enjoyed college coaching,

which continued to feed her
competitive side. “If I could
have brought my job with me, I
would have.”
With sister Laura Meagher, a

former track and field athlete at
Notre Dame, she’s co-founded
Next Level Coaching and Con-
sulting, which offers private
coaching and recruiting guid-
ance for college-bound athletes.

LARRY SEELIG, 55
2009: The Penn Valley resident
posted 407 rounds, mostly at
Lake Wildwood and Nevada
County Country Club, wearing

shorts during
every one.
Now: He averages
“only about 200”
rounds a year. He
didn’t even keep a
specific count last
year.
“I’ve cut back

quite a bit. I could still do it
again, though,” with an air of
confidence.
He’s gotten into hot rods and

spends Saturdays that used to
be reserved for golf in Grass
Valley showing off his 1933 Ford
pickup and 1974 Corvette while
talking cars.
The quality of his golf hasn’t

suffered. His handicap index,
7.2 at the end of 2009, is 3.3.

AARON HEINZ, 45
2009: After being selected as
Sacramento’s Most Embarrass-
ing Golfer for a Bee project
while shooting between 120 and

140, he spent
eight months
working with
teaching pro Brett
Taylor and then
shot a respectable
104 in his “final
exam” at Empire

Ranch. He had not broken 100.
Now: He shoots in the 90s reg-
ularly and had his best round
ever last month, a 91 at Dia-
mond Oaks. His handicap index
is a 26.1.
“I actually have a consistent

draw,” he said. “My putting has
come along. If there’s a weak-
ness, and it’s a glaring one, the
wedge game suffers when you
don’t play a lot.”
He’s still golfs with Steve

Coppedge, the friend who nomi-
nated him for the most embar-
rassing “honor.” The distinction

still comes up on occasion, he
said. “It’s usually when I’m
playing with someone I don’t
know, we’re having a nice day
and they think I’m an OK gol-
fer, I’ll tell them who they’re
really playing with.”

TIM GOODELL, 50
2010: After seven years as Nick
Watney’s caddie, including the
first two of Watney’s five PGA
Tour wins, the Folsom resident

was let go.
Now: He has
worked for sever-
al years at Schaff-
er’s Mill in Truck-
ee, the last few as
the gate house
greeter. He con-

tinues to be the guy with the
easy laugh and big smile on his
face.
He looped for Chesson Ha-

dley, then a 23-year-old tour
hopeful, soon after parting with
Watney but opted to carry for
Jason Gore in 2011. Hadley has
become a solid player and PGA
Tour winner. “I made the call to
go with Gore,” he said. “No
regrets. You pick your horse and
ride that horse until you get
bucked off.” He also carried for
Andrew Svoboda. His last gig
was for Nathan Green at Pebble
Beach in 2014, ending a 26-year
caddie career.
“I miss my caddie buddies;

the guys I traveled with for 20
years are like my brothers,” he
said. “I miss the camaraderie,
but I don’t miss the caddying. I
got that out of my system.”
He stays in touch with Wat-

ney. “I love Nick. I always root
for Nick and vice versa. The
love’s always there between
us.”

MIKE NEMEE, 47
2012: The owner/builder/de-
signer of Trinitas, the breathtak-
ing course forged out of a Ca-

laveras County
olive orchard and
shrouded in mys-
tery and contro-
versy, announced
that the course
was closing after
five years because

of legal and financial issues.
Now: He’s moved from the
course-abutting property, where
some of his family and in-laws
still live, to Stockton, where he
works as an industrial flooring
contractor, a job he held while
building and operating the
course.

“Life out of the public eye is
all roses and unicorns,” he said.
With a golf bag and shirts that

sport the Trinitas logo, he said
he is often asked, “Did you play
that golf course? I heard it was
special. I just say, ‘Yes, I played
it a few times.’ I hear other
people to this day who try to
communicate to future gener-
ations what that place meant
and how special it was.”
Cattle now graze on the prop-

erty. Driving past, if you didn’t
know a golf course had been
there, you would not know by
the way it looks now, he said.

ISAAC SANCHEZ, 38
2012: On the eve of his intro-
duction to American golf fans
via his debut on “Big Break
Greenbrier,” the Golf Channel

reality series, the
Folsom pro es-
poused an un-
conventional
prove-yourself-
locally plan for his
golf career. In-
stead of chasing
lightning-in-a-

bottle results at things such the
PGA Tour qualifying tourna-
ment, he planned to first prove
he could make a living in gam-
bling games, pro-ams and state
opens.
Now: He began his first 9-to-5
job late in 2016, trading in life
on the mini tours to accept a
position with American River
Ag, providers of organic dairy
feed.
“I had a dream of playing on

the PGA Tour. I got there and it
was the greatest thing,” he said.
“Life has pointed me in another
direction.”
Sanchez was a “Big Break

Greenbrier” semifinalist. In
2013, he won “Big Break NFL
Puerto Rico” to earn a spot in
the 2014 FedEx St. Jude Classic
on the PGA Tour. He now plays
golf for business, charity and
enjoyment, “Not to make a
dollar off it,” he said. His con-
tinued participation in “Dri-
ven,” a Comcast SportsNet
show he does alongside 2012
world long-drive champion
Ryan Winther of Sacramento, is
mostly for fun.
The personable man called

“Sasquatch” because of his
6-foot-6, 300-pound stature
said he still gets recognized
when he travels, and almost
always at the golf course, after
his extended Golf Channel
exposure. “It’s overwhelming

and completely flattering to this
day,” he said. “People still
check in on me. People are still
rooting for me. It makes me
emotional just thinking about it.
I hope I helped other people see
that they can chase their
dreams a little bit, too.”

MARTY BOYER, 68
2013: Responding to a story
about a dozen men who trav-
eled to play golf at Oregon’s

Bandon Dunes,
she lamented that
the all-female golf
travel group was
only a dream.
Now: She’s found
a promising group
that calls Wild-

horse home, but she hasn’t
found that group of women who
are willing to pick up their sticks
and get on a plane.
She hasn’t let that keep her

grounded. Since 2013, she’s
been to Sawgrass, Sea Island,
Sahalee, Chambers Bay (36
holes walking in a day) and
Whistling Straits in America,
and Royal Melbourne, Kingston
Heath and the National in Aus-
tralia by herself.
“I continue to knock off won-

derful dream courses, having a
blast even when alone,” she
said. “But the prospects for
more women traveling partners
seems brighter. Bring on 2018!”

TOM JOHNSON, 36
2015: Eight years after his last
PGA Tour start, the Del Campo
High School graduate finished

51st at the Sony
Open, then
opened up about
his longtime ad-
diction to drugs
and alcohol that
included smoking
marijuana before

each of the 70-plus PGA Tour
rounds he played in 2007.
Now: He has been drug- and
alcohol-free since July 5, 2013.
After a spiritually satisfying

and personal-growth promoting
last fling as a touring profes-
sional on the Asian Develop-
mental Tour in 2015-16, he
landed the job as the lead in-
structor at Golden Gate Park
Golf Course, a par-3 course with
ocean views operated by the
First Tee of San Francisco.
“I thought I would wind up at

some country club booking tee
times and folding sweaters,” he
said. “I get to 100 percent teach
golf. Beginners, juniors, it feels
great. It’s fulfilling, gratifying
work. It’s sharing and not just
seeing what I can get out of the
game anymore.”

HIRAM JOHNSON HIGH
SCHOOL GOLF TEAMS
2016: After Hiram Johnson golf
coach Chris Latino shared the
challenges he faced introducing
the game to his student-athletes

at a school where
economics dictat-
ed that the team
practice in a field
on the grounds
and use deficient
clubs and other
equipment such
as a makeshift
club carrier craft-
ed from plastic

buckets, there was an outpour-
ing of support from the commu-
nity.
Now: After a room full of clubs
and thousands of dollars poured
in in the story’s aftermath, all
kinds of good things have hap-
pened. A simulator was pur-
chased, as was a swing trainer
tube and nets and mats to allow
for indoor practice during in-
clement weather. More practice
rounds are possible. Team
shirts, shorts and shoes were
purchased. Every player gets his
or her own set of clubs and a
bag for the season. Every senior
who exhibits a desire to contin-
ue playing after graduation is
given a set of used clubs.
It all has led to improved play

and, even better, more interest.
After a two-year hiatus, there
again is a girls team. The boys
team had nine members last
season after failing to field a full
six-man team in previous years.
A few particularly generous

donors continue to support the
program, funding events such as
post-season banquets that foster
team unity.
“A lot has changed,” said

Latino, 43, who has coached
golf at the school for eight
years.
“I don’t know how long it’s

going to last, but I just keep my
fingers crossed that we’re going
to keep doing it.”

Steve Pajak: (916) 326-5526

ANDREW SENG Sacramento Bee file

A makeshift golf club carrier is used Feb. 9, 2016, to supplement the lack of equipment for Hiram
Johnson’s boys golf team. The photo representing the team’s plight had a lot to do with generating an
outpouring of community support that brought money and equipment to the high school’s golf program.

FROM PAGE 1C

GOLF

RANDY PENCH Sacramento Bee file

Marty Boyer takes a break at Wildhorse on April, 9, 2013. Since then, she’s been to Sawgrass, Sea Island,
Sahalee, Chambers Bay andWhistling Straits in America, and Royal Melbourne, Kingston Heath and the
National in Australia by herself. “The prospects for more women traveling partners seems brighter,” she said.

Chris
Latino
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launched into a desperate
dive as Matt Ryan’s high
pass deflected off the
hands of receiver Marvin
Hall and fell on Lattimore
as he lay face down. Latti-
more curled his leg up on
the ball to try to prevent it
from touching the ground,
then reached back with his
right hand to swipe it from
players from both teams
who grasped at it.
“I felt the ball on the

back of my leg. I knew it
didn’t touch the ground
because everybody was
trying to fight for it,” Latti-
more said. “I just went
back and reached for it and
got it.”
Mark Ingram used a

sharp cutback to break
loose for a 26-yard touch-
down for NewOrleans
(11-4), which kept its ten-
uous hold on the NFC
South lead. The Saints visit
Tampa Bay next Sunday in
the regular-season finale.
While the loss eliminated

the Falcons (9-6) from the
division race, they will
clinch a wild-card berth by
beating visiting Carolina

NEWORLEANS
Rookie Marshon Latti-

more corralled an unusual,
momentum-turning in-
terception off his back,
NewOrleans made two
defensive stands from
inside its 2-yard line, and
Drew Brees reached a
milestone as the Saints
clinched their first playoff
berth since 2013, beating
the Atlanta Falcons 23-13
on Sunday.
Brees completed 21 of

28 passes for 239 yards
and one touchdown and
became only the third NFL
quarterback to eclipse
70,000 career passing
yards. With 70,200, Brees
trails PeytonManning
(71,940) and Brett Favre
(71,838).
Ted Ginn caught a 54-

yard Brees pass for a
touchdown with 14 sec-
onds left in the first half,
just a few plays after Latti-
more’s interception.
Lattimore had been

beaten on the play and

next Sunday.
The Falcons entered

Sunday’s game with a
second consecutive divi-
sion crown in their grasp,
but they squandered their
chance.
Atlanta trailed just 6-0

when Lattimore’s intercep-
tion set up Ginn’s scoring
catch.
Early in the third quar-

ter, Falcons linebacker
Deion Jones intercepted a
Brees pass that deflected
off Ginn’s hands and re-
turned it 41 yards to the
NewOrleans 2. But De-
vonta Freeman fumbled on
a hit by Tyeler Davison
two plays later, and line-
backer Manti Teo reco-
vered the ball.
The Falcons were denied

again early in the fourth
quarter, when Freeman
was stopped short on
fourth and goal from the 1,
preserving a 20-3 Saints
lead. One play earlier, Julio
Jones caught a third-down
pass with his feet in the
end zone, but he couldn’t
pull the ball across the goal
line after reaching back to
make the catch and being
quickly driven down. At-
lanta challenged the spot,
but the call on the field
was upheld.
“That’s kind of the tale of

the day,”Ryan said after
going 22 of 36 for 288 yards
and being sacked five times.
“We can’t do that in these
type of games and we
missed toomany opportuni-
ties.”

BUTCH DILL AP

A pass intended for the Falcons’ Marvin Hill (17) lands
on the Saints’ Marshon Lattimore (23), who intercepted.

FALCONS AT SAINTS

New Orleans ends
playoff drought
Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, MASS.
Tom Brady passed for

two touchdowns, and the
New England Patriots
stayed on track to claim
home-field advantage
throughout the AFC play-
offs with a 37-16 win over
the Buffalo Bills on Sun-
day.
The Patriots’ Dion

Lewis caught a touch-
down pass and rushed 24
times for a career-high
129 yards and a 4-yard
score. It was just his sec-
ond-career 100-yard
game. Mike Gillislee,
active for the first time in
six games, added a 1-yard
rushing touchdown for
the Patriots (12-3), who
have won at least 12
games in eight consec-
utive seasons – an NFL
record.
New England locked up

a first-round bye when
Jacksonville lost to San
Francisco later Sunday. If
Pittsburgh falls to Hous-
ton on Monday, the Patri-
ots will secure home-field
advantage throughout the
postseason.
Despite the loss, the

Bills (8-7) remained in
contention to break their
17-year playoff drought,

the longest active post-
season streak in North
America’s four major
professional sports. It
also is the NFL’s longest
postseason absence since
the merger with the AFL
in 1970.
Buffalo stayed close

throughout and went into
halftime tied 13-13. But
the Bills managed just
three points in the final
30 minutes after a touch-
down at the end of the
first half was disallowed.
Trailing 13-10, Buffalo

was in position to take
the lead, but an apparent
4-yard touchdown pass
from Tyrod Taylor to
Kelvin Benjamin in the
corner of the end zone
was overturned after an
official review.
Benjamin said he

thought it was a catch.
“I mean, definitely,” he

said. “But ref made the
call and you’ve got to live
with that.”

NFL vice president of
officiating Al Riveron
said in a Twitter post
Benjamin was juggling
the ball and got only one
foot down before com-
pleting the catch.
“When Kelvin Benja-

min gains control, his left
foot is off the ground,”
Riveron wrote. “The
receiver only has one foot
down in bounds with
control. Therefore, it is
an incomplete pass.”
Referee Craig Wrolstad

echoed Riveron’s stance.
“It was clear and obvi-

ous that he did not have
control of the ball until
he brought it all the way
down into his chest,”
Wrolstad said in a pool
report.
The Bills settled for

Steven Hauschka’s 23-
yard field goal as the half
expired.
The play elicited imme-

diate reaction on social
media.

“Regarding the Buffalo
no touchdown, nothing
more irritating to an offi-
cial than to make a great
call and then someone in
a suit in an office in New
York incorrectly reverses
it,” Mike Pereira, the
league’s former vice pres-
ident of officiating, wrote
on Twitter.
The score was 3-3 in

the second quarter when
Taylor was sacked on a
fourth-and-2 run by Mar-
quis Flowers. But the
Bills’ Jordan Poyer then
intercepted a Brady pass
intended for Kenny Britt
and returned it 19 yards
for a touchdown.
It was Brady’s eighth

interception of the sea-
son. He threw just two
interceptions in the first
10 weeks, but he has six
in his last five games.
The mistake only mo-

mentarily slowed down
New England’s offense.
Brady, who threw for 224
yards, capped a nine-
play, 75-yard drive with a
17-yard pass that Rob
Gronkowski pulled in
with one hand to tie the
score 10-10.
For Gronkowski, it was

his 12th touchdown catch
in 13 games against the
Bills – more than he’s had
against any opponent.
Gronkowski, who grew up
outside Buffalo, also
hasn’t forgotten how his
hometown team didn’t
want him.
“It’s cool when your

hometown team passed
on you twice in that
(2010) draft. And you
kind of remember it
still,” Gronkowski said.
“No lie, I remember it
every single time I play
them.”

CHARLES KRUPA AP

The Bills’ Kelvin Benjamin (13) makes an apparent 4-yard touchdown catch against the Patriots’ Stephon Gilmore late
in the first half. The score was overturned after an official review, and Buffalo settled for a field goal.

BILLS AT PATRIOTS

New England rolls
to win; call costs
Buffalo a touchdown
Associated Press ‘‘BUT REF MADE THE CALL AND YOU’VE

GOT TO LIVE WITH THAT.
Bills wide receiver Kelvin Benjamin, whose scoring
catch was overturned after an official review

RAMS 27, TITANS 23
Jared Goff threw a 14-

yard touchdown pass to
Cooper Kupp with 11:51 to
play, and visiting Los
Angeles (11-4) held off
Tennessee (8-7) to clinch
its first NFC West title
since 2003.
The Rams’ Todd Gurley

bolstered his argument for
league MVP, catching 10
passes for 158 yards and
two touchdowns and rush-
ing for 118 yards. Goff
passed for 301 yards and
four touchdowns, includ-
ing scores of 80 and 3
yards to Gurley.

CHIEFS 29,
DOLPHINS 13
Alex Smith threw for 304

yards and a touchdown,
Kareem Hunt ran for 91
yards and a score, and host
Kansas City (9-6) topped
Miami (6-9) to secure
back-to-back AFCWest
titles for the first time.
Tyreek Hill had six

catches for 109 yards, and
Harrison Butker made five
field goals as the Chiefs
dashed the Dolphins’ faint
postseason hopes.

PANTHERS 22,
BUCCANEERS 19
Cam Newton scored on

a 2-yard run with 35 sec-
onds remaining as host
Carolina (11-4) edged Tam-
pa Bay (4-11) and clinched
an NFC playoff spot.

SEAHAWKS 21,
COWBOYS 12
Justin Coleman returned

an interception 30 yards
for the go-ahead touch-
down in the third quarter
as visiting Seattle (9-6)
stayed in the NFC playoff
hunt and eliminated Dallas
(8-7), which didn’t score a
touchdown despite Ezekiel
Elliott’s return from a six-
game suspension. Elliott
ran for 97 yards.

CHARGERS 14, JETS 7
Philip Rivers threw for

290 yards and one touch-
down, and visiting Los
Angeles (8-7) beat New
York (5-10) to stay alive in
the AFC playoff race.

REDSKINS 27,
BRONCOS 11
Kirk Cousins threw for

299 yards and three
scores as host Washington
(7-8) beat Denver (5-10).

BEARS 20, BROWNS 3
Mitchell Trubisky threw

for 193 yards and ran for a
touchdown to help host
Chicago (5-10) push
Cleveland (0-15) to the
brink of a winless season.

BENGALS 26, LIONS 17
Giovani Bernard ran for

116 yards and a clinching
12-yard touchdown as
host Cincinnati (6-9) elim-
inated Detroit (8-7) from
the playoff picture.

49ERS 44, JAGUARS 33
Jimmy Garoppolo threw

for two touchdowns and
ran for another as host
San Francisco (5-10) beat
Jacksonville (10-5), which
still clinched the AFC
South title when Ten-
nessee lost to the Rams.

CARDINALS 23,
GIANTS 0
Drew Stanton passed for

209 yards and two touch-
downs, and Larry Fitz-
gerald had nine catches for
119 yards and a score as
host Arizona (7-8) blanked
New York (2-13).

PATRIOTS 37, BILLS 16
Tom Brady passed for

224 yards and two touch-
downs, and host New Eng-
land (12-3) beat Buffalo
(8-7).

SAINTS 23, FALCONS 13
Drew Brees threw for

239 yards and a touch-
down as host New Or-
leans (11-4) defeated At-
lanta (9-6).
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NFL ROUNDUP

MARK ZALESKI AP

The Rams’
Todd Gurley is
congratulated
by coach Sean
McVay after
scoring on an
80-yard
reception.

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC DIV

y-New England 12 3 0 .800 432 290 5-2-0 7-1-0 9-2-0 3-1-0 4-1-0
Buffalo 8 7 0 .533 280 343 6-2-0 2-5-0 6-5-0 2-2-0 2-3-0
Miami 6 9 0 .400 265 371 4-3-0 2-6-0 5-6-0 1-3-0 2-3-0
N.Y. Jets 5 10 0 .333 292 356 4-4-0 1-6-0 5-6-0 0-4-0 2-3-0
South W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC DIV

y-Jacksonville 10 5 0 .667 407 253 6-2-0 4-3-0 9-2-0 1-3-0 4-1-0
Tennessee 8 7 0 .533 319 346 5-2-0 3-5-0 7-4-0 1-3-0 4-1-0
Houston 4 10 0 .286 319 380 3-4-0 1-6-0 3-7-0 1-3-0 1-4-0
Indianapolis 3 12 0 .200 241 391 2-5-0 1-7-0 2-9-0 1-3-0 1-4-0
North W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC DIV

y-Pittsburgh 11 3 0 .786 344 278 5-2-0 6-1-0 8-2-0 3-1-0 5-0-0
Baltimore 9 6 0 .600 368 272 5-2-0 4-4-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 3-2-0
Cincinnati 6 9 0 .400 259 322 4-4-0 2-5-0 5-6-0 1-3-0 2-3-0
Cleveland 0 15 0 .000 210 382 0-8-0 0-7-0 0-11-0 0-4-0 0-5-0
West W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC DIV

y-Kansas City 9 6 0 .600 388 315 6-2-0 3-4-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 4-1-0
L.A. Chargers 8 7 0 .533 325 262 4-3-0 4-4-0 5-6-0 3-1-0 2-3-0
Oakland 6 8 0 .429 281 324 4-4-0 2-4-0 5-6-0 1-2-0 2-3-0
Denver 5 10 0 .333 265 355 4-3-0 1-7-0 4-7-0 1-3-0 2-3-0

THIS WEEK
SATURDAY’S GAMES
Baltimore 23 ......................Indianapolis 16
Minnesota 16 ..........................Green Bay 0
SUNDAY’S GAMES
Chicago 20 ...............................Cleveland 3
New England 37.........................Buffalo 16
L.A. Chargers 14 ........................N.Y. Jets 7
Washington 27...........................Denver 11
Carolina 22...........................Tampa Bay 19
Cincinnati 26..............................Detroit 17
Kansas City 29 .............................Miami 13
L.A. Rams 27.........................Tennessee 23
New Orleans 23 .........................Atlanta 13
Seattle 21....................................Dallas 12
Arizona 23..............................N.Y. Giants 0
S.F. 44 ................................Jacksonville 33
MONDAY’S GAMES
Pittsburgh at Houston................ 1:30 p.m.
Oakland at Philadelphia.............. 5:30 p.m.

NEXT WEEK
SUNDAY, DEC. 31
Washington at N.Y. Giants ............. 10 a.m.
N.Y. Jets at New England............... 10 a.m.
Carolina at Atlanta ........................ 10 a.m.
Houston at Indianapolis ................ 10 a.m.
Cleveland at Pittsburgh ................. 10 a.m.
Green Bay at Detroit...................... 10 a.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia .................... 10 a.m.
Chicago at Minnesota .................... 10 a.m.
Buffalo at Miami............................ 10 a.m.
Jacksonville at Tennessee .............. 10 a.m.
Cincinnati at Baltimore.................. 10 a.m.
New Orleans at Tampa Bay ............ 10 a.m.
Oakland at L.A. Chargers............ 1:25 p.m.
S.F. at L.A. Rams........................ 1:25 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle....................... 1:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Denver................. 1:25 p.m.
END OF REGULAR SEASON
y-clinched division; x-clinched playoff berth

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC DIV

y-Philadelphia 12 2 0 .857 438 279 6-0-0 6-2-0 10-1-0 2-1-0 5-0-0
Dallas 8 7 0 .533 348 332 3-5-0 5-2-0 6-5-0 2-2-0 4-1-0
Washington 7 8 0 .467 332 370 5-3-0 2-5-0 5-6-0 2-2-0 1-4-0
N.Y. Giants 2 13 0 .133 228 378 1-6-0 1-7-0 0-11-0 2-2-0 0-5-0
South W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC DIV

x-New Orleans 11 4 0 .733 424 295 7-1-0 4-3-0 8-3-0 3-1-0 4-1-0
x-Carolina 11 4 0 .733 353 305 6-2-0 5-2-0 7-4-0 4-0-0 3-2-0
Atlanta 9 6 0 .600 331 305 4-3-0 5-3-0 8-3-0 1-3-0 3-2-0
Tampa Bay 4 11 0 .267 304 358 3-4-0 1-7-0 2-9-0 2-2-0 0-5-0
North W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC DIV

y-Minnesota 12 3 0 .800 359 242 6-1-0 6-2-0 9-2-0 3-1-0 4-1-0
Detroit 8 7 0 .533 375 365 3-4-0 5-3-0 7-4-0 1-3-0 4-1-0
Green Bay 7 8 0 .467 309 349 4-4-0 3-4-0 5-6-0 2-2-0 2-3-0
Chicago 5 10 0 .333 254 297 3-5-0 2-5-0 1-10-0 4-0-0 0-5-0
West W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC DIV

y-L.A. Rams 11 4 0 .733 465 295 4-3-0 7-1-0 7-4-0 4-0-0 4-1-0
Seattle 9 6 0 .600 342 306 4-3-0 5-3-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 4-1-0
Arizona 7 8 0 .467 269 337 5-3-0 2-5-0 4-7-0 3-1-0 2-3-0
San Francisco 5 10 0 .333 297 370 3-5-0 2-5-0 2-9-0 3-1-0 0-5-0

NFL STANDINGS AND SCHEDULE
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BEARS 20, BROWNS 3
Cleveland 0 3 0 0 — 3
Chicago 6 0 14 0 — 20
First Quarter
Chi—Howard 2 run (kick blocked), 1:20.

Second Quarter
Cle—FG Gonzalez 48, :01.

Third Quarter
Chi—Howard 16 run (Nugent kick),

12:23.
Chi—Trubisky 4 run (Nugent kick), 3:27.
A—58,796.

Cle Chi
First downs 12 16
Total Net Yards 253 258
Rushes-yards 20-75 31-97
Passing 178 161
Punt Returns 4-27 3-27
Kickoff Returns 2-26 2-35
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-21
Comp-Att-Int 18-36-2 14-23-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-4 5-32
Punts 7-47.7 8-45.1
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 8-60 4-25
Time of Possession 26:46 33:14
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Cleveland, Crowell 12-44,

Johnson 4-20, Kizer 3-8, Dayes 1-3.
Chicago, Trubisky 7-44, Howard 22-44,
Cohen 2-9.
PASSING—Cleveland, Kizer 18-36-2-

182. Chicago, Trubisky 14-23-0-193.
RECEIVING—Cleveland, Johnson 7-81,

DeValve 3-12, Higgins 2-20, Gordon 2-19,
Louis 1-35, Njoku 1-13, C.Coleman 1-3,
Crowell 1-(minus 1). Chicago, Wright 4-27,
Bellamy 3-49, Cunningham 2-62, Inman
2-19, Cohen 2-12, Sims 1-24.

SAINTS 23, FALCONS 13
Atlanta 0 0 3 10 — 13
New Orleans 3 10 7 3 — 23
First Quarter
NO—FG Lutz 40, 7:31.

Second Quarter
NO—FG Lutz 29, 1:19.
NO—Ginn 54 pass from Brees (Lutz

kick), :14.
Third Quarter
Atl—FG Bryant 37, 9:34.
NO—Ingram 26 run (Lutz kick), 2:52.

Fourth Quarter
Atl—FG Bryant 48, 10:18.
NO—FG Lutz 45, 3:38.
Atl—T.Coleman 14 pass from Ryan

(Bryant kick), 2:40.
A—73,188.

Atl NO
First downs 15 15
Total Net Yards 331 315
Rushes-yards 20-67 31-86
Passing 264 229
Punt Returns 3-29 4-43
Kickoff Returns 2-45 2-72
Interceptions Ret. 1-41 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-36-1 21-28-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-24 1-10
Punts 5-46.8 6-44.7
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 10-91 3-30
Time of Possession 26:12 33:48
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Atlanta, Freeman 11-36,

Gabriel 1-12, T.Coleman 6-12, Ryan 2-7.
New Orleans, Ingram 13-44, Kamara
12-32, Ginn 2-14, Brees 4-(minus 4).
PASSING—Atlanta, Ryan 22-36-1-288.

New Orleans, Brees 21-28-1-239.
RECEIVING—Atlanta, J.Jones 7-149,

T.Coleman 4-40, Sanu 4-31, Hooper 3-18,
Freeman 2-20, Gabriel 1-20, Hardy 1-10.
New Orleans, Kamara 7-58, Ginn 4-76,
Thomas 4-66, Ingram 3-22, J.Hill 2-11,
Snead 1-6.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

REDSKINS 27, BRONCOS 11
Denver 3 0 0 8 — 11
Washington 0 10 3 14 — 27
First Quarter
Den—FG McManus 31, 2:06.

Second Quarter
Was—FG Hopkins 26, 6:15.
Was—Crowder 15 pass from Cousins

(Hopkins kick), 2:07.
Third Quarter
Was—FG Hopkins 29, 3:30.

Fourth Quarter
Was—Doctson 48 pass from Cousins

(Hopkins kick), 12:07.
Was—V.Davis 31 pass from Cousins

(Hopkins kick), 4:21.
Den—C.Anderson 5 run (C.Anderson

pass from Osweiler), 1:18.
A—72,889.

Den Was
First downs 18 19
Total Net Yards 330 386
Rushes-yards 29-159 29-87
Passing 171 299
Punt Returns 3-18 1-3
Kickoff Returns 2-26 2-29
Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-38-1 19-37-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-22 0-0
Punts 6-41.2 5-49.4
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 2-1
Penalties-Yards 3-30 6-35
Time of Possession 30:27 29:33
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Denver, C.Anderson 16-88,

Booker 8-47, Osweiler 4-27, Henderson
1-(minus 3). Washington, Perine 17-53,
Bibbs 7-26, Cousins 5-8.
PASSING—Denver, Osweiler 22-38-1-

193. Washington, Cousins 19-37-1-299.
RECEIVING—Denver, C.Anderson 7-45,

Booker 5-24, De.Thomas 4-52, Janovich
2-21, Taylor 1-22, Traylor 1-14, McKenzie
1-8, Henderson 1-7. Washington, Grant
4-85, Crowder 4-47, Perine 3-21, Doctson
2-61, V.Davis 2-42, Bibbs 2-28, Quick 1-9,
Sprinkle 1-6.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—None.

PANTHERS 22,
BUCCANEERS 19
Tampa Bay 3 6 7 3 — 19
Carolina 3 9 3 7 — 22
First Quarter
Car—FG Gano 25, 8:13.
TB—FG Murray 31, 2:24.

Second Quarter
Car—FG Gano 28, 8:38.
TB—FG Murray 41, 2:58.
Car—D.Byrd 103 kickoff return (kick

blocked), 2:43.
TB—FG Murray 21, :02.

Third Quarter
TB—Wilson 18 pass from Winston

(Murray kick), 10:27.
Car—FG Gano 30, 4:49.

Fourth Quarter
TB—FG Murray 26, 14:57.
Car—Newton 2 run (Gano kick), :35.
A—71,463.

TB Car
First downs 20 20
Total Net Yards 392 255
Rushes-yards 24-66 31-115
Passing 326 140
Punt Returns 0-0 1-3
Kickoff Returns 1-13 6-178
Interceptions Ret. 1-28 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 21-27-0 16-26-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 6-41 2-20
Punts 1-50.0 3-39.7
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 1-0
Penalties-Yards 12-72 6-50
Time of Possession 29:30 30:30
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Tampa Bay, Barber 13-51,

Martin 6-7, Winston 3-6, Rodgers 1-2,
Sims 1-0. Carolina, Newton 14-52,
McCaffrey 9-39, Stewart 7-19, Whittaker
1-5.
PASSING—Tampa Bay, Winston 21-27-0-

367. Carolina, Newton 16-25-1-160,
Anderson 0-1-0-0.
RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, Evans 6-107,

Godwin 3-98, Humphries 3-51, Brate
3-13, Martino 2-57, Barber 2-4, Sims
1-19, Wilson 1-18. Carolina, Bersin 3-45,
Olsen 3-27, Funchess 3-11, Clay 2-24,
McCaffrey 2-19, D.Byrd 1-31, Whittaker
1-4, Stewart 1-(minus 1).
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Tampa Bay,

Murray 51.

CHIEFS 29, DOLPHINS 13
Miami 3 10 0 0 — 13
Kansas City 3 17 3 6 — 29
First Quarter
KC—FG Butker 31, 9:41.
Mia—FG Parkey 44, 3:29.

Second Quarter
KC—Kelce 9 pass from A.Smith (Butker

kick), 13:00.
Mia—FG Parkey 28, 8:11.
KC—K.Hunt 1 run (Butker kick), 3:37.
Mia—Grant 65 pass from Cutler (Parkey

kick), 3:22.
KC—FG Butker 32, :07.

Third Quarter
KC—FG Butker 21, 10:24.

Fourth Quarter
KC—FG Butker 29, 12:16.
KC—FG Butker 49, 3:41.
A—65,325.

Mia KC
First downs 15 23
Total Net Yards 345 404
Rushes-yards 16-59 34-103
Passing 286 301
Punt Returns 0-0 1-1
Kickoff Returns 3-40 3-76
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 19-38-0 25-39-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-3
Punts 2-29.5 1-49.0
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 0-0
Penalties-Yards 11-75 5-40
Time of Possession 22:07 37:53
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Miami, Drake 13-57, Grant

1-3, Cutler 2-(minus 1). Kansas City,
K.Hunt 29-91, A.Smith 4-13, Hill 1-(minus
1).
PASSING—Miami, Cutler 19-38-0-286.

Kansas City, A.Smith 25-39-0-304.
RECEIVING—Miami, D.Parker 5-63,

Landry 5-51, Grant 4-107, Stills 4-54,
Derby 1-11. Kansas City, Hill 6-109, Kelce
4-47, D.Harris 4-34, K.Hunt 4-15,
A.Wilson 3-36, West 3-28, Charles 1-35.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Miami, Parkey

48. Kansas City, Butker 46.

RAMS 27, TITANS 23
L.A. Rams 6 7 7 7 — 27
Tennessee 3 10 7 3 — 23
First Quarter
LA—Gurley 3 pass from Goff (kick

failed), 8:54.
Ten—FG Succop 25, 1:13.

Second Quarter
Ten—Woodyard 4 fumble return (Succop

kick), 5:20.
LA—Gurley 80 pass from Goff (Ficken

kick), 4:24.
Ten—FG Succop 37, :19.

Third Quarter
LA—Watkins 3 pass from Goff (Ficken

kick), 6:40.
Ten—Murray 6 run (Succop kick), 4:23.

Fourth Quarter
Ten—FG Succop 27, 14:46.
LA—Kupp 14 pass from Goff (Ficken

kick), 11:51.
A—60,097.

LA Ten
First downs 20 19
Total Net Yards 402 366
Rushes-yards 26-116 26-97
Passing 286 269
Punt Returns 1-3 2-12
Kickoff Returns 4-85 3-109
Interceptions Ret. 1-2 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-39-0 22-39-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-15 1-6
Punts 4-50.0 4-36.3
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 5-44 5-54
Time of Possession 30:04 29:56
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Los Angeles, Gurley 22-118,

M.Brown 1-4, Goff 3-(minus 6). Ten-
nessee, Murray 15-48, Henry 8-25,
Mariota 3-24.
PASSING—Los Angeles, Goff 22-38-0-

301, Hekker 0-1-0-0. Tennessee, Mariota
22-39-1-275.
RECEIVING—Los Angeles, Gurley

10-158, Kupp 4-65, Woods 3-33, Watkins
3-30, Higbee 2-15. Tennessee, C.Davis
6-91, Decker 6-73, D.Walker 3-33, Murray
3-11, Matthews 2-48, J.Smith 1-13, Henry
1-6.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Los Angeles,

Ficken 36. Tennessee, Succop 45.

CHARGERS 14, JETS 7
L.A. Chargers 0 7 7 0 — 14
New York 0 0 7 0 — 7
Second Quarter
LAC—Gates 3 pass from Rivers (Rose

kick), 8:55.
Third Quarter
NYJ—Powell 57 run (Catanzaro kick),

10:00.
LAC—Gordon 1 run (Rose kick), 4:57.
A—77,562.

LAC NYJ
First downs 21 13
Total Net Yards 379 295
Rushes-yards 30-89 30-197
Passing 290 98
Punt Returns 3-29 7-30
Kickoff Returns 0-0 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 1-32 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 22-40-0 15-28-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 3-21
Punts 9-46.2 9-46.8
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-2
Penalties-Yards 8-80 5-34
Time of Possession 32:58 27:02
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Los Angeles, Gordon 19-81,

Oliver 8-9, Watt 1-3, Rivers 1-0, Benjamin
1-(minus 4). New York, Powell 19-145,
Petty 3-33, Forte 8-19.
PASSING—Los Angeles, Rivers 22-40-0-

290. New York, Petty 15-28-1-119.
RECEIVING—Los Angeles, Gates 6-81,

Allen 5-63, Ty.Williams 5-50, Gordon 3-47,
McGrath 2-26, Watt 1-23. New York,
Anderson 5-51, Kearse 5-42, Seferian-
Jenkins 4-21, Forte 1-7.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Los Angeles,

Rose 47.

BENGALS 26, LIONS 17
Detroit 7 0 3 7 — 17
Cincinnati 0 6 7 13 — 26
First Quarter
Det—Ebron 33 pass from Stafford

(Prater kick), 4:54.
Second Quarter
Cin—FG Bullock 29, 7:35.
Cin—FG Bullock 27, :00.

Third Quarter
Det—FG Prater 23, 9:26.
Cin—Uzomah 1 pass from Dalton

(Bullock kick), 5:52.
Fourth Quarter
Cin—FG Bullock 35, 14:13.
Det—T.Green 5 run (Prater kick), 9:49.
Cin—FG Bullock 51, 4:42.
Cin—Bernard 12 run (Bullock kick),

1:54.
A—47,732.

Det Cin
First downs 15 28
Total Net Yards 276 364
Rushes-yards 22-87 34-142
Passing 189 222
Punt Returns 0-0 1-3
Kickoff Returns 5-114 2-27
Interceptions Ret. 1-16 1-12
Comp-Att-Int 19-35-1 27-41-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 3-16
Punts 5-40.4 4-38.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 9-74 5-60
Time of Possession 27:31 32:29
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Detroit, T.Green 7-43,

Abdullah 6-21, Riddick 8-16, Stafford 1-7.
Cincinnati, Bernard 23-116, Hill 4-17,
Mixon 3-12, Dalton 3-(minus 1), Malone
1-(minus 2).
PASSING—Detroit, Stafford 19-35-1-

203. Cincinnati, Dalton 27-41-1-238.
RECEIVING—Detroit, Ebron 5-83,

Golladay 4-28, M.Jones 3-50, Riddick
3-23, Tate 3-14, Abdullah 1-5. Cincinnati,
Bernard 7-52, A.Green 6-81, Boyd 5-39,
LaFell 4-8, Mixon 2-20, Hill 1-34, Kroft
1-3, Uzomah 1-1.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Detroit, Prater

50.

PATRIOTS 37, BILLS 16
Buffalo 3 10 3 0 — 16
New England 0 13 10 14 — 37
First Quarter
Buf—FG Hauschka 41, 5:30.

Second Quarter
NE—FG Gostkowski 21, 14:14.
Buf—Poyer 19 interception return

(Hauschka kick), 10:28.
NE—Gronkowski 17 pass from Brady

(Gostkowski kick), 7:06.
NE—FG Gostkowski 40, 1:55.
Buf—FG Hauschka 23, :00.

Third Quarter
Buf—FG Hauschka 30, 10:21.
NE—FG Gostkowski 34, 5:08.
NE—Gillislee 1 run (Gostkowski kick),

:55.
Fourth Quarter
NE—Lewis 12 pass from Brady (Gost-

kowski kick), 9:27.
NE—Lewis 4 run (Gostkowski kick), 3:58.
A—65,878.

Buf NE
First downs 17 28
Total Net Yards 326 411
Rushes-yards 24-84 38-193
Passing 242 218
Punt Returns 0-0 2-19
Kickoff Returns 2-32 2-43
Interceptions Ret. 1-19 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 21-38-0 21-28-1
Sacked-Yards Lost 6-39 2-6
Punts 3-48.0 1-44.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 4-83 2-10
Time of Possession 28:16 31:44
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Buffalo, McCoy 17-71, Taylor

3-16, Cadet 1-0, Tolbert 3-(minus 3). New
England, Lewis 24-129, Gillislee 6-28,
Bolden 2-20, Cooks 1-6, Brady 2-6,
Hollister 1-5, Hoyer 2-(minus 1).
PASSING—Buffalo, Taylor 21-38-0-281.

New England, Brady 21-28-1-224.
RECEIVING—Buffalo, McCoy 5-76,

Benjamin 5-70, Thompson 4-91, Clay
4-37, Tolbert 1-11, Tate 1-4, DiMarco
1-(minus 8). New England, Gronkowski
5-67, Lewis 5-24, Amendola 3-28, D.Allen
2-26, Cooks 2-19, Dorsett 1-24, Britt
1-16, Gillislee 1-15, Hollister 1-5.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Buffalo,

Hauschka 50.

CARDINALS 23, GIANTS 0
New York 0 0 0 0 — 0
Arizona 3 7 6 7 — 23
First Quarter
Ari—FG Dawson 21, 5:29.

Second Quarter
Ari—Fitzgerald 13 pass from Stanton

(Dawson kick), 1:01.
Third Quarter
Ari—Jo.Brown 15 pass from Stanton

(kick failed), 9:25.
Fourth Quarter
Ari—Nkemdiche 21 fumble return

(Dawson kick), 14:50.
A—63,850.

NYG Ari
First downs 12 19
Total Net Yards 293 289
Rushes-yards 20-43 27-74
Passing 250 215
Punt Returns 3-19 1-9
Kickoff Returns 2-43 0-0
Interceptions Ret. 2-1 2-14
Comp-Att-Int 27-45-2 21-35-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-13 2-15
Punts 6-43.8 7-47.0
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 10-101 6-45
Time of Possession 26:47 33:13
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—New York, Gallman 10-18,

Perkins 3-10, Darkwa 6-10, Manning 1-5.
Arizona, K.Williams 16-51, Penny 8-24,
Stanton 2-1, Hill 1-(minus 2).
PASSING—New York, Manning 27-45-2-

263. Arizona, Stanton 20-34-2-209,
Fitzgerald 1-1-0-21.
RECEIVING—New York, Gallman 6-44,

Shepard 5-45, Ellison 4-60, Lewis 4-40,
J.Adams 4-31, Sharp 2-25, Engram 1-12,
Rudolph 1-6. Arizona, Fitzgerald 9-119,
Foster 3-24, Jo.Brown 2-28, Ja.Brown
2-27, K.Williams 2-14, Penny 2-14,
Gresham 1-4.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—New York, Rosas

33.

SEAHAWKS 21, COWBOYS 12
Seattle 0 7 7 7 — 21
Dallas 0 9 3 0 — 12
Second Quarter
Dal—FG Bailey 34, 14:11.
Dal—FG Bailey 51, 5:48.
Sea—Graham 3 pass from R.Wilson

(Walsh kick), 1:38.
Dal—FG Bailey 51, :03.

Third Quarter
Sea—Coleman 30 interception return

(Walsh kick), 11:19.
Dal—FG Bailey 39, 8:36.

Fourth Quarter
Sea—Baldwin 6 pass from R.Wilson

(Walsh kick), 11:59.
A—92,150.

Sea Dal
First downs 15 21
Total Net Yards 136 283
Rushes-yards 30-76 30-128
Passing 60 155
Punt Returns 1-9 5-32
Kickoff Returns 0-0 2-45
Interceptions Ret. 2-31 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 14-21-0 21-34-2
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-33 4-27
Punts 7-46.1 2-50.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards 11-142 7-75
Time of Possession 27:10 32:50
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Seattle, R.Wilson 9-29,

M.Davis 15-25, Rawls 5-20, Lockett 1-2.
Dallas, Elliott 24-97, Prescott 4-21,
R.Smith 2-10.
PASSING—Seattle, R.Wilson 14-21-0-

93. Dallas, Prescott 21-34-2-182.
RECEIVING—Seattle, Baldwin 4-35,

M.Davis 4-18, P.Richardson 2-21, Willson
2-9, Lockett 1-7, Graham 1-3. Dallas,
Witten 5-39, Williams 4-43, Elliott 4-21,
Bryant 3-44, R.Smith 3-23, Beasley 2-12.
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Dallas, Bailey

34, Bailey 48.

NFL CALENDAR
Dec. 31 — Regular season ends.
Jan. 6-7 — Wild-card playoffs.
Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs.
Jan. 21 — Conference championships.
Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis.
Feb. 20 — First day for clubs to desig-

nate franchise or transition players.
Feb. 27-March 5 — NFL combine in

Indianapolis.
March 6 — Deadline for clubs to

designate franchise or transition players.
March 14 — 2018 league calendar

begins, free agency opens, trades allowed.
March 25-28 — Annual league meeting,

Orlando.
April 2 — Clubs that hired a new head

coach after the end of the 2017 regular
season may begin offseason workouts.
April 16 — Clubs with returning head

coaches may begin offseason workout
programs.

NFL SUMMARIES

Monday’s Raiders game
Opponent: at Eagles
Time: 5:15 p.m.
Line: Eagles by 9
Records: Raiders 6-8, Eagles 12-2
TV/radio: ESPN, 1140

Three things to watch
FILLING IN
The Raiders will be missing a key piece on the offensive line after
Pro Bowl left tackle Donald Penn underwent surgery on his injured
right foot. Penn had started 170 straight regular-season games
before the injury, but did miss Oakland’s playoff game a year ago
with a knee problem. The Raiders haven’t decided whether they will
replace Penn with rookie David Sharpe or by moving right tackle
Marshall Newhouse to the left side and inserting Vadal Alexander.
Sharpe has played three snaps on offense all year and struggled in
that brief time earlier this month against the Giants when Penn went
down.

LACK OF URGENCY
The Eagles haven’t missed a beat on offense since Carson Wentz
tore his ACL against the Rams on Dec. 10. But the defense has
allowed 36 points in five quarters. Defensive coordinator Jim
Schwartz blamed it on a lack of urgency. “We needed to come out
with more fire,” Schwartz said about the defense giving up three
consecutive TD drives to start the game in last week’s 34-29 win at
the Giants.
IMPROVED ‘D’
The Raiders’ defense has shown major signs of improvement since
firing defensive coordinator Ken Norton Jr. last month and replac-
ing him as play caller with John Pagano. The change has been
dramatic as Oakland has as many sacks the past four games (14) as
in the first 10, and has all four interceptions this season since the
change. The passer rating against the Raiders has dropped from
113.3 to 75.9.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Injury report
RAIDERS
Out: DE Mario Edwards (ankle), DT Treyvon Hester (ankle).
Questionable: DE Denico Autry (hand), WR Amari Cooper (ankle),
C Rodney Hudson (ankle), LB Bruce Irvin (concussion), CB Dexter
McDonald (knee), S Keith McGill (knee).

EAGLES
Questionable: LB Marvin Kendricks (foot), CB Jalen Mills (ankle),
G Stefen Wisniewski (ankle).

Schedule
Date Opponent Outcome
Sept. 10 at Tennessee W, 26-16
Sept. 17 vs. N.Y. Jets W, 45-20
Sept. 24 at Washington L, 27-10
Oct. 1 at Denver L, 16-10
Oct. 8 vs. Baltimore L, 30-17
Oct. 15 vs. L.A. Chargers L, 17-16
Oct. 19 vs. Kansas City W, 31-30
Oct. 29 at Buffalo L, 34-14
Nov. 5 at Miami W, 27-24
Nov. 19 vs. New England L, 33-8
Nov. 26 vs. Denver W, 21-14
Dec. 3 vs. N.Y. Giants W, 24-17
Dec. 10 at Kansas City L, 26-15
Dec. 17 vs. Dallas L, 20-17
Date Opponent Time
Monday at Philadelphia 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 31 at L.A. Chargers 1:25 p.m.

PHILADELPHIA

T he Raiders need-
ed three teams to
win Sunday to
stay in playoff

contention before their
game Monday night at
Philadelphia.
New England needed to

beat Buffalo, the Los An-
geles Rams had to defeat
Tennessee and Miami had
to beat Kansas City.
The Patriots and Rams

won, but the Chiefs de-
feated Miami, officially
ending Oakland’s faint
postseason hopes.
Even though the Raid-

ers (6-8) mathematically
clung onto their playoff
chances entering Sunday,
they didn’t take much
solace in that while pre-
paring to face arguably
the NFL’s best team.
“We’re not hanging

onto that,” coach Jack Del
Rio said Wednesday. “We
just want to play good
football.”
Christmas Eve also

haunted the Raiders last
year, when quarterback
Derek Carr broke his leg
against Indianapolis.
After going 12-4 last

season and making the
playoffs for the first time
since 2002, the Raiders
were expected to contend
for a Super Bowl appear-
ance. But since Carr’s
injury against the Colts,
they are 6-10.
Through four seasons,

Carr still hasn’t played in
a playoff game.
“If we were out or if

we’re still in, it’s not going
to change how I prepare,”
Carr said. “It’s not going
to change who I am. I owe
it to my teammates, this
organization, my coaches,
everybody, the fans, to
give my all, all the time.”
The Eagles (12-2),

meanwhile, need just one
more win to ensure they
stay home in January.
A victory over Oakland

secures the NFC’s No. 1
playoff seed for Philadel-
phia and gives coach
Doug Pederson an oppor-
tunity to rest his starters
in next week’s regular-
season finale against Dal-
las.
First, the Eagles have to

beat the Raiders.
“If we’re in that posi-

tion, if we’re fortunate
enough to be in that posi-
tion, to rest, I’ll make a
decision at that time,”
Pederson said.
“But I think it’s impor-

tant here in these next
couple of games that we
continue to play. I think
it’s important to maintain
the edge, maintain the
aggressiveness. If it’s one
play, one series, one quar-
ter, I’ll make that decision
at that time.”
Eagles players and

coaches will have an un-
usual game day because
it’s Christmas. Pederson is
allowing the guys to spend
the morning with their
families before they report
for work.
“I think it’s important

that they spend time with
their families Christmas
morning, so I’m giving
them an opportunity,”
Pederson said. “I pushed
the schedule back just a
little bit. We don’t play
obviously till 8 (Eastern).
“Listen, you don’t get

these times back. You
don’t get them back. It’s
too important to me, my
family. I want to make
sure these players with
young kids, coaches with
young kids, they get a
chance to spend Christ-
mas morning together.”
Pederson, a former

backup quarterback, is a
players’ coach. He gets it.
So after the Eagles re-
turned to practice after
three consecutive road
games, including a long
trip to the West Coast, he
cut back on their work-
load.
The extra day to pre-

pare for Oakland gave
Pederson a chance to rest
some banged-up players
earlier in the week.
“I just make sure I com-

municate with the players
and see how they feel, see
where they’re at, and then
just monitor some of the
GPS stuff that we’re doing
(with sports science),
tracking data that’s out
there that we have and
then just overall injuries,
too,” Pederson said.
“The health of the foot-

ball team overall. Listening
to players and things of
that nature, giving them
that extra rest, staying off
their feet, more up-tempo
walkthrough practices this
week. It’s been good. Guys
are feeling good. We’ve

just got to keep guys fresh
and healthy.”
Resting players is a

priority because the Ea-
gles have suffered a slew
of injuries to key players.
Quarterback Carson
Wentz was having an
MVP-caliber season when
he tore his ACL in Week
14, and Nick Foles has
replaced him.
Nine-time Pro Bowl left

tackle Jason Peters, mid-
dle linebacker Jordan
Hicks, return specialist
Darren Sproles and spe-
cial-teams ace Chris Ma-
ragos also have sustained
season-ending injuries.

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Raiders ousted from
playoff contention
East Bay Times

MATT ROURKE AP

Nick Foles will make his second start as the Eagles’
quarterback for the injured Carson Wentz on Monday.
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Offense: Quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo shook
off a first-half, end-zone
interception to throw two
touchdowns in the sec-
ond half. A 49ers team
that had been leaning
heavily on field goals
scored touchdowns on
three of their first four
possessions of the sec-
ond half and scored 37
points against the NFL’s
top defense. Grade: A-.
Defense: The 49ers had
their first three-intercep-
tion game since 2014 and
held rookie running back
Leonard Fournette to 48
rushing yards. Jackson-
ville entered with the
NFL’s best rushing attack
but finished with only 92
yards Sunday, the fifth
consecutive 49ers oppo-

nent held under the 100-
yard mark. Grade: B.
Special teams: Robbie
Gould struck his 37th
field goal of the season,
but a second-quarter
extra point was blocked
and returned for two
points. That’s the second
extra point the 49ers
have missed this season.
The 49ers also failed to
recover an onside kick.
Grade: C.
Overall: This is not a
mirage. The 49ers on
Sunday won 44-33 over a
big, physical Jacksonville
team that is heading for
the playoffs. If the 49ers
still were playing in Jan-
uary, no one would want
to face them. Grade: A.

—MATT BARROWS

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP

Jimmy Garoppolo helped the 49ers’ offense score
37 points against the Jaguars’ top-ranked defense.

49ERS REPORT CARD

49ERS 44, JAGUARS 33
Jacksonville 0 16 3 14 — 33
49ers 10 6 7 21 — 44
First Quarter
SF—Garoppolo 1 run (Gould kick),

10:18. Drive: 10 plays, 79 yards, 4:42.
Key Plays: Garoppolo 13 pass to Kittle on
3rd-and-2; Garoppolo 24 pass to Goodwin
on 3rd-and-7; Garoppolo 12 pass to
A.Robinson; Garoppolo 17 pass to Juszc-
zyk. 49ers 7, Jacksonville 0.
SF—FG Gould 27, 5:42. Drive: 9 plays,

54 yards, 3:44. Key Plays: Hyde 1 run on
3rd-and-1; Garoppolo 17 pass to Murphy;
Garoppolo 21 pass to Kittle. 49ers 10,
Jacksonville 0.
Second Quarter
SF—Johnson 50 interception return (kick

blocked), 11:03. 49ers 16, Jacksonville 2.
Jac—Fournette 1 run (Lambo kick),

5:10. Drive: 11 plays, 75 yards, 5:53. Key
Plays: D.Johnson 23-yard defensive pass
interference penalty on 3rd-and-12; Yeldon
6 run on 3rd-and-6; Bortles 19 pass to
Westbrook. 49ers 16, Jacksonville 9.
Jac—Strong 5 pass from Bortles (Lambo

kick), :10. Drive: 8 plays, 80 yards, 1:30.
Key Plays: D.Westbrook 10-yard offensive
pass interference penalty; Bortles 15 pass
to Cole; Yeldon 4 run on 3rd-and-1; Bortles
24 pass to Cole; Bortles 20 pass to Yeldon;
Bortles 10 pass to O’Shaughnessy.
Jacksonville 16, 49ers 16.
Third Quarter
Jac—FG Lambo 45, 10:57. Drive: 8

plays, 48 yards, 4:03. Key Plays: Bortles
32 pass to Cole; K.Cole 10-yard offensive
pass interference penalty; Bortles 10 pass
to Lewis. Jacksonville 19, 49ers 16.
SF—Kittle 8 pass from Garoppolo (Gould

kick), 6:46. Drive: 5 plays, 26 yards, 1:55.
Key Play: K.Williams 27 interception return
to Jacksonville 26. 49ers 23, Jacksonville
19.
Fourth Quarter
SF—Taylor 5 pass from Garoppolo (Gould

kick), 10:39. Drive: 13 plays, 86 yards,
6:27. Key Plays: M.Jack 15-yard taunting
penalty; Garoppolo 10 pass to Hyde;
Y.Ngakoue 15-yard unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty; Hyde 10 run; D.Fowler
4-yard defensive holding penalty on
3rd-and-2; Garoppolo 3 run on 3rd-and-2.
49ers 30, Jacksonville 19.
SF—Hyde 6 run (Gould kick), 8:59.

Drive: 3 plays, 18 yards, 1:24. Key Play:
Witherspoon 23 interception return to
Jacksonville 18. 49ers 37, Jacksonville 19.
Jac—Yeldon 1 run (Koyack pass from

Bortles), 2:17. Drive: 16 plays, 85 yards,
4:14. Key Plays: Bortles 23 pass to
Westbrook on 3rd-and-5; Bortles 12 pass
to Yeldon; Bortles 14 pass to Strong on
3rd-and-5; Bortles 10 pass to Yeldon on
3rd-and-9; Bortles 8 pass to O’Shaugh-
nessy on 4th-and-4. 49ers 37, Jacksonville
27.
Jac—O’Shaughnessy 11 pass from

Bortles (kick failed), 1:50. Drive: 3 plays,
46 yards, 00:27. Key Plays: Bortles 19
pass to Strong; Bortles 11 run. 49ers 37,
Jacksonville 33.
SF—Breida 30 run (Gould kick), 1:24.

Drive: 4 plays, 51 yards, 00:26. Key Play:
M.Jackson 15-yard unnecessary roughness
penalty. 49ers 44, Jacksonville 33.
A—70,133.

Jac SF
FIRST DOWNS 32 26
Rushing 7 7
Passing 20 15
Penalty 5 4
THIRD DOWN EFF 5-13 10-15
FOURTH DOWN EFF 2-2 0-0
TOTAL NET YARDS 472 369
Total Plays 79 66
Avg Gain 6.0 5.6
NET YARDS RUSHING 92 131
Rushes 28 35
Avg per rush 3.3 3.7
NET YARDS PASSING 380 238
Sacked-Yds lost 1-2 1-4
Gross-Yds passing 382 242
Completed-Att. 32-50 21-30
Had Intercepted 3 1
Yards-Pass Play 7.5 7.7
KICKOFFS-EndZone-
TB 6-2-2 8-6-5
PUNTS-Avg. 4-39.0 3-43.7
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-1
TOTAL RETURN
YARDAGE 64 142
Punt Returns 0-0 2-16
Kickoff Returns 3-64 2-26
Interceptions 1-0 3-100
PENALTIES-Yds 12-99 8-68
FUMBLES-Lost 1-0 0-0
TIME OF POSSES-
SION 30:49 29:11

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING—Jacksonville, Fournette

18-48, Bortles 5-31, Yeldon 5-13. 49ers,
Breida 11-74, Hyde 21-54, Garoppolo 3-3.
PASSING—Jacksonville, Bortles 32-50-3-

382. 49ers, Garoppolo 21-30-1-242.
RECEIVING—Jacksonville, Yeldon 7-64,

Cole 6-108, O’Shaughnessy 5-39, West-
brook 4-74, Strong 3-38, Fournette 3-22,
Koyack 2-10, Lewis 1-22, Mickens 1-5.
49ers, Juszczyk 5-76, Kittle 3-42,
Goodwin 3-37, Hyde 3-19, Taylor 3-19,
Murphy 1-17, Bourne 1-12, Robinson
1-12, Breida 1-8.
PUNT RETURNS—Jacksonville, None.

49ers, Taylor 2-16.
KICKOFF RETURNS—Jacksonville, Grant

2-46, Myrick 1-18. 49ers, Breida 1-18,
Taylor 1-8.
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Jacksonville,

Posluszny 6-3-0, Campbell 5-3-0, Smith
4-3-0, Ramsey 4-3-0, Church 4-1-0,
Gipson 4-1-0, Colvin 3-0-0, Bouye 3-0-0,
Jack 3-0-0, Jackson 3-0-0, Jones 2-0-0,
Smoot 1-1-0, Ngakoue 1-0-1, Fowler
1-0-0, Dareus 1-0-0. 49ers, Colbert 6-0-0,
Thomas 5-1-1, Johnson 5-1-0, Hall 5-0-0,
Reid 5-0-0, Foster 5-0-0, Coyle 4-4-0,
Carradine 4-0-0, Williams 3-2-0, Powell
2-1-0, Buckner 2-1-0, Witherspoon 2-1-0,
Day 1-1-0, Harold 1-0-0, Marsh 1-0-0,
Mitchell 1-0-0, Blair 0-2-0, Dumervil
0-1-0.
INTERCEPTIONS—Jacksonville, Church

1-0. 49ers, Johnson 1-50, Williams 1-27,
Witherspoon 1-23.
OFFICIALS—Referee Jeff Triplette, Ump

Ruben Fowler, HL Derick Bowers, LJ Danny
Short, FJ Greg Gautreaux, SJ James
Coleman, BJ Steve Freeman, Replay Mike
Chase.

49ERS SUMMARY

sure. “Hopefully they can
take a lesson going into
the playoffs from this
game that they need to fix
that. It definitely helped
us win today, so we appre-
ciate it.”
Among the highlights

on Sunday:
AEntering the game,

the Jaguars pass defense
was especially renown and
was holding quarterbacks
to a 55.9 percent comple-
tion rate and 65.2 passer
rating, both the best in the
league. Garoppolo’s rating
for the game was 102.4.

A Jacksonville also had
the NFL’s top rushing
offense heading into
Week 16, one that aver-
aged nearly 150 yards a
game. The 49ers held the
Jaguars to 92 rushing
yards.

AThe 49ers and Jaguars
both had a league-best,

three-game winning
streak going into the
game. San Francisco now
has the NFL’s longest
current win streak and
hasn’t lost since Garoppo-
lo took over as the starter
on Dec. 3.
Coach Kyle Shanahan

said he was particularly
happy that the Jaguars
went into halftime with
momentum but the 49ers
wrestled the lead back.
After Jacksonville had

taken its first lead of the
day with a field goal in the
third quarter that made the
score 19-16, nickel corner-
back K’WaunWilliams
dropped back into the
middle of the defense and
with one hand knocked
down a Blake Bortles throw
and returned it to the Jag-
uars’ 26-yard line.
Five snaps later, Garop-

polo squeezed a pass to
tight end George Kittle at
the goal line for Kittle’s
first NFL touchdown.
The quarterback’s best

pass of the day, perhaps

the season, came on the
49ers’ next drive.
On third down at the

Jacksonville goal line,
Garoppolo took the snap
and looked to his right.
With no one open and the
Jaguars defense bearing
down on him, he took off

to his left and then, across
his body, threw a sidearm
pass to Taylor. Garoppolo
looked like a shortstop on
the play and the delivery
was so quick – and right in
front of a Jaguars defend-
er – that even Taylor said
he didn’t see the ball
leave the quarterback’s
hands.
“The guy was in front of

me so I had to throw it
around him,” the quarter-
back said. “Playing base-
ball paid off I guess to-
day.”

Asked about the touch-
down, a relaxed Shanahan
quipped that he showed
Garoppolo how to make
that particular throw.
“No, his body’s differ-

ent, the way he can
throw,” he said. “ I joke
with him, say he’s like a
Jugs machine. Sitting
there ready to throw at
any time.”

Matt Barrows:
@mattbarrows, read more
about the team at
sacbee.com/sf49ers.

FROM PAGE 1C

49ERS

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP

49ers outside linebacker Eli Harold celebrates during the second half.

SANTA CLARA

T he 49ers’ strategy
of playing rookies
in September is
paying dividends

in December.
Of San Francisco’s six

touchdowns Sunday, half
were scored by rookies
while one of the defense’s
three interceptions was
turned in by cornerback
Ahkello Witherspoon, a
third-round draft pick.
“That’s kind of what I

mean by ‘everyone has
gotten better’ – especially
those guys,” coach Kyle
Shanahan said after the
game about his rookie
class. “We put a lot of
pressure on those guys
early in the year, playing
them sometimes a little bit
more than they were totally
ready for. And we had to
be patient with them in
that aspect. But those guys
haven’t wavered.”
At least 10 rookies have

played in every game since
the 49ers’ bye week. On
Sunday, two fifth-round
picks – tight end George
Kittle and receiver Trent
Taylor – caught touchdown
passes while undrafted
rookie Matt Breida had a
30-yard touchdown around
left tackle late in the fourth
quarter that sealed the win.
Another rookie, line-

backer Elijah Lee, seemed
to have another score late
in the game when he
scooped up a fumble and
ran into the end zone, but
the officials ruled that the
pass play was incomplete.
“Each week is just a

new experience, you get
new routes,”Witherspoon
said. “It just seems each
week we’re improving and
the only way you can do
that is through trial. We
come back into the film

room on Mondays and we
try to get better and fix
our mistakes. That’s what
I love about this group:
everyone comes to work
every single day.”
Mixed afternoon – The
49ers had been one of a
handful of teams this
season without a touch-
down on defense or spe-
cial teams.
That changed early in

the second quarter, when
cornerback Dontae John-
son gathered in a tipped
pass and ran 51 yards for a
touchdown. Johnson also
had an interception and
score as a rookie in 2014.
The next series, howev-

er, was a rough one for the
cornerback. He commit-
ted two penalties and gave
up a 19-yard pass to the
San Francisco 1-yard line

that led to the Jaguars’
first touchdown.
Johnson, who was brief-

ly benched two weeks ago
in Houston, again was
pulled following his un-
fortunate series, this time
in favor of Tyvis Powell.
Johnson is scheduled to

be a free agent in March
and cornerback promises
to be atop the 49ers’ off-
season wish list

Nose for backfield –
Nose tackle Earl Mitchell
made his debut at fullback
on the 49ers’ first goal-
line opportunity Sunday.
The team’s usual full-

back, Kyle Juszczyk, had
caught a 17-yard pass be-
fore being crunched at the
1-yard line on the previous
play. He left for the side-
line and Mitchell entered.
It turns out the 49ers

didn’t need his 310-pound
frame. Jimmy Garoppolo
sneaked the ball in for the
first touchdown of the
game and the first rushing
touchdown of his career.
Juszczyk, who is going

to the Pro Bowl for the
second year in a row, led
the 49ers with 76 receiv-
ing yards, a career high.
Most valuable … kicker?
– During the second half,
a lively Levi’s Stadium
crowd started chanting,
“MVP! MVP!,”most likely
with Garoppolo in mind.
The 49ers’ kicker, how-

ever, noted that the sub-
ject was open for debate.
“Robbie (Gould) told

me it was for him,” Sha-
nahan said. “But I did
hear (the chant). It was
cool.”
Et cetera – Shanahan said
linebacker Reuben Foster
suffered another shoulder
stinger before halftime
and was replaced by Lee
at the end of the game. He
said Foster, who went to
the sideline with the same
injury last week, should be
fine to play in the finale
against the Los Angeles
Rams.
Receiver Marquise

Goodwin finished the
game with 37 receiving
yards and needs 66 more
for 1,000 yards this year.
His previous season high
was 431 yards.

AThe 49ers have three
quarterbacks this season
with more than 1,000
passing yards. Brian
Hoyer (six starts) had
1,245 yards for San Fran-
cisco, rookie C.J. Beathard
(five starts) has 1,430
while Garoppolo (four
starts) has 1,268 yards.

Matt Barrows:
@mattbarrows, read more
about the team at
sacbee.com/sf49ers.

49ERS NOTES

Rookies shine – and score –
in victory over Jacksonville

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AP

San Francisco rookie cornerback Ahkello Witherspoon returns an interception during
the second half of Sunday’s victory over Jacksonville.

BYMATT BARROWS
mbarrows@sacbee.com
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Home team in CAPS

NFL
Favorite Today O/U Underdog
Pittsburgh 9 (451⁄2) HOUSTON
PHILA. 9 (461⁄2) Raiders
Sunday, Dec. 31
BALTIMORE 11 (OFF) Cincinnati
DETROIT 7 (OFF) Green Bay
Buffalo 21⁄2 (OFF) MIAMI
ATLANTA 3 (OFF) Carolina
New Orleans 81⁄2 (OFF) TAMPA BAY
TENNESSEE OFF (OFF) Jacksonville
NEW ENGLAND 17 (OFF) NY Jets
INDIANAPOLIS 1 (OFF) Houston
PITTSBURGH 16 (OFF) Cleveland
Washington 3 (OFF) NY GIANTS
MINNESOTA 12 (OFF) Chicago
Dallas 3 (OFF) PHILA.
LA CHARGERS 7 (OFF) Oakland
SEATTLE 7 (OFF) Arizona
DENVER 4 (OFF) Kansas City
LA RAMS 6 (OFF) 49ers

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Tuesday Bowls
Favorite Today O/U Underdog
Utah 61⁄2 (56) West Virginia
Duke 51⁄2 (47) N Illinois
Kansas St 61⁄2 (591⁄2) UCLA

NBA
Favorite Line O/U Underdog
NEW YORK 21⁄2 (210) Phila.
GOLDEN STATE 5 (218) Cleveland
BOSTON 41⁄2 (206) Washington
Houston 3 (2161⁄2) OKLA. CITY
Minnesota 4 (216) LA LAKERS

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Favorite Line Underdog
Davidson 91⁄2 Akron
Princeton 1 HAWAII
USC 41⁄2 New Mexico St
Miami 6 Middle Tennessee

TRANSACTIONS
HOCKEY
NHL
LOS ANGELES — Assigned D Kevin Gravel
and G Jack Campbell to Ontario (AHL).

COLLEGES
ARIZONA ST. — Named Danny Gonzales
defensive coordinator.

BOXING
SCHEDULE
Saturday
At Yokohama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs.

Yoan Boyeaux, 12, for Inoue’s WBO junior
bantamweight title;Ken Shiro vs. Gilberto
Pedroza, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior
flyweight title;Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipino
Edward Mancito, 12, featherweight-
s;Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10,
bantamweights.
Sunday
At Tokyo, Milan Melindo vs. Ryoichi

Taguchi, 12, Melindo’s IBF and Taguchi’s
WBA World junior flyweight titles;Hiroto
Kyoguchi vs. Carlos Buitrago, 12, for
Kyoguchi’s IBF strawweight title;Sho
Kimura vs. Toshiyuki Igarashi, 12, for
Kimura’s WBO flyweight title.
Jan. 6, 2018
At Accra, Ghana, Cesar Juarez vs. Isaac

Dogboe, 12, for the vacant interim WBO
junior featherweight title.
Jan. 12
At Turning Stone Resort & Casino,

Verona, N.Y. (SHO), Jesse Hernandez vs.
Ernesto Garza, 10, junior featherweights.

BASEBALL
MLB CALENDAR
Jan. 12, 2018 — Salary arbitration

figures exchanged.
Jan. 24 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting

announced.
Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration

hearings, Phoenix.
Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings,

Beverly Hills, Calif.
Feb 15 — Voluntary reporting date for

pitchers, catchers and injured players.
Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for

other players.
Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date.
March 29 — Opening Day. Active rosters

reduced to 25 players.
April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota

at San Juan, Puerto Rico.
June 4 — Amateur draft starts.
June 15 — International amater signing

period closes.
July 2 — International amateur signing

period opens.
July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur

draft picks subject to deadline.
July 10 — All-Star Game, Washington.
July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions,

Cooperstown, N.Y
July 31 — Last day to trade a player

without securing waivers.
Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games.

GOLF
WORLD RANKING
Through Dec. 17
1. Dustin Johnson USA 10.80
2. Jordan Spieth USA 9.55
3. Justin Thomas USA 8.60
4. Jon Rahm ESP 8.26
5. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 8.22
6. Justin Rose ENG 8.00
7. Rickie Fowler USA 7.01
8. Brooks Koepka USA 6.52
9. Henrik Stenson SWE 6.15
10. Rory McIlroy NIR 5.92
11. Sergio Garcia ESP 5.87
12. Jason Day AUS 5.31
13. Marc Leishman AUS 5.25
14. Paul Casey ENG 5.06
15. Matt Kuchar USA 4.91
16. Tyrrell Hatton ENG 4.75
17. Tommy Fleetwood ENG 4.67
18. Alex Noren SWE 4.67
19. Pat Perez USA 4.36
20. Rafael Cabrera Bello ESP 4.01
21. Francesco Molinari ITA 3.97
22. Louis Oosthuizen SAF 3.90
23. Charley Hoffman USA 3.90
24. Patrick Reed USA 3.82
25. Xander Schauffele USA 3.53
26. Kevin Kisner USA 3.45
27. Brian Harman USA 3.42
28. Daniel Berger USA 3.32
29. Matthew Fitzpatrick ENG 3.26
30. Branden Grace SAF 3.31
31. Adam Scott AUS 3.16
32. Charl Schwartzel SAF 3.04
33. Ross Fisher ENG 3.03
34. Kevin Chappell USA 3.02
35. Thomas Pieters BEL 2.80
36. Phil Mickelson USA 2.80
37. Yuta Ikeda JPN 2.78
38. Bernd Wiesberger AUT 2.69
39. Jason Dufner USA 2.68
40. Patrick Cantlay USA 2.66
41. Tony Finau USA 2.66
42. Siwoo Kim KOR 2.65
43. Webb Simpson USA 2.61
44. Jhonattan Vegas VEN 2.59
45. Brendan Steele USA 2.57
46. Russell Henley USA 2.50
47. Zach Johnson USA 2.48
48. Kyle Stanley USA 2.42
49. Satoshi Kodaira JPN 2.39
50. Peter Uihlein USA 2.39

LATEST LINE

SCOREBOARD

NHL
Eastern Conference
Atlantic GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 35 26 7 2 54 133 87
Toronto 37 22 14 1 45 122 104
Boston 34 19 10 5 43 101 89
Montreal 36 16 16 4 36 98 114
Florida 36 15 16 5 35 103 119
Detroit 35 13 15 7 33 96 113
Ottawa 34 11 15 8 30 92 114
Buffalo 36 9 20 7 25 78 120
Metropolitan GP W L OT Pts GF GA
New Jersey 35 21 9 5 47 113 103
Washington 37 22 13 2 46 114 107
Columbus 37 22 13 2 46 105 99
N.Y. Islanders 36 19 13 4 42 130 127
N.Y. Rangers 36 19 13 4 42 117 104
Carolina 35 16 12 7 39 99 109
Pittsburgh 37 18 16 3 39 104 118
Philadelphia 36 15 13 8 38 99 103
Western Conference
Central GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 38 23 13 2 48 113 94
Nashville 35 21 9 5 47 116 99
Winnipeg 37 20 11 6 46 121 105
Dallas 37 20 14 3 43 110 106
Chicago 35 17 13 5 39 103 94
Minnesota 36 18 15 3 39 102 106
Colorado 35 17 15 3 37 112 113
Pacific GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 34 23 9 2 48 119 100
Los Angeles 37 22 11 4 48 109 85
San Jose 34 19 11 4 42 95 84
Anaheim 37 16 13 8 40 101 108
Calgary 36 18 15 3 39 101 106
Edmonton 36 17 17 2 36 108 113
Vancouver 37 15 17 5 35 98 121
Arizona 38 8 25 5 21 85 133
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each
division and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.
Saturday’s results
Boston 3, Detroit 1
N.Y. Islanders 5, Winnipeg 2
Edmonton 4, Montreal 1
Anaheim 4, Pittsburgh 0
New Jersey 4, Chicago 1
Tampa Bay 3, Minnesota 0
Florida 1, Ottawa 0
Carolina 4, Buffalo 2
Columbus 2, Philadelphia 1 (SO)
Toronto 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Colorado 6, Arizona 2
Dallas 4, Nashville 3 (SO)
Vegas 3, Washington 0
San Jose 2, Los Angeles 0
St. Louis 3, Vancouver 1
Sunday
No games scheduled
Today
No games scheduled
Tuesday
No games scheduled
Wednesday’s games
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders, 4 p.m.
Montreal at Carolina, 4 p.m.
Ottawa at Boston, 4 p.m.
Columbus at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m.
Detroit at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
Nashville at St. Louis, 5 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Rangers, 5 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
Edmonton at Winnipeg, 5 p.m.
Arizona at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Vegas at Anaheim, 7 p.m.

CALENDAR
Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Buffalo at New

York Rangers, at Citi Field.
Jan. 27-28 — All-Star weekend, Tampa,

Fla.
Feb. 26 — Trade deadline.
March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at

Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy,
Annapolis, Md.
April 7 — Last day regular season.
April 11 — Playoffs begin.
June 22-23 — NHL draft, Dallas.

LEADERS
GOAL SCORING
Name, Team GP G
Nikita Kucherov, T.B. 35 24
Alex Ovechkin, Wash. 37 23
Anders Lee N.Y.I. 36 22
John Tavares N.Y.I. 36 21
Brock Boeser, Van. 34 20
Patrik Laine Winnipeg 37 18
Nikolaj Ehlers Winnipeg 37 17
Michael Grabner N.Y.R. 36 17
Anze Kopitar, L.A. 37 17
Sean Monahan, Cal. 36 17
ASSISTS
Name, Team GP A
Josh Bailey N.Y.I. 36 36
Jakub Voracek, Phila. 36 36
Steven Stamkos, T.B. 35 32
Blake Wheeler Winnipeg 37 32
Claude Giroux, Phila. 36 29
Connor McDavid, Edm. 36 29
Johnny Gaudreau, Cal. 36 28
John Klingberg, Dal. 37 27
Nikita Kucherov, T.B. 35 27
Evgeny Kuznetsov, Wash. 37 26

HOCKEY
FOOTBALL
BOWL GLANCE
DEC. 16
Celebration Bowl in Atlanta
NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14
New Orleans Bowl
Troy 50, North Texas 30
Cure Bowl in Orlando, Fla.
Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17
Las Vegas Bowl
Boise State 38, Oregon 28
New Mexico Bowl in Albuquerquee
Marshall 31, Colorado State 28
Camellia Bowl in Montgomery, Ala.
Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30
DEC. 19
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl
FAU 50, Akron 3
DEC. 20
Frisco (Texas) Bowl
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10
DEC. 21
Gasparilla Bowl in St. Petersburg, Fla.
Temple 28, FIU 3
DEC. 22
Bahamas Bowl in Nassau
Ohio 41, UAB 6
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl in Boise
Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14
SATURDAY’S RESULTS
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34
Armed Forces Bowl in Fort Worth, Texas
Army WP 42, San Diego St. 35
Dollar General Bowl in Mobile, Ala.
Appalachian St. 34, Toledo 0
SUNDAY’S RESULT
Hawaii Bowl in Honolulu
Fresno St. vs. Houston, late
TUESDAY
Heart of Dallas Bowl
West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6),

10:30 a.m. (ESPN)
Quick Lane Bowl in Detroit
Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6),

2:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Cactus Bowl in Phoenix
Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6), 6

p.m. (ESPN)
WEDNESDAY
Independence Bowl in Shreveport, La.
Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida

State (6-6), 10:30 a.m. (ESPN)
Pinstripe Bowl in Bronx, N.Y.
Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5),

2:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Foster Farms Bowl in Santa Clara
Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6), 5:30

p.m. (FOX)
Texas Bowl in Houston
Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5), 6 p.m.

(ESPN)
THURSDAY
Military Bowl in Annapolis, Md.
Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-5), 10:30 a.m.

(ESPN)
Camping World Bowl in Orlando, Fla.
Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech

(9-3), 2:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Alamo Bowl in San Antonio
Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3), 6 p.m.

(ESPN)
Holiday Bowl in San Diego
Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan

State (9-3), 6 p.m. (FOX)
FRIDAY
Belk Bowl in Charlotte, N.C.
Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5),

10 a.m. (ESPN)
Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas
NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5),

Noon (CBS)
Music City Bowl in Nashville, Tenn.
Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3),

1:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Arizona Bowl in Tucson, Ariz.
New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State

(6-6), 2:30 p.m. (CBSSN)
Cotton Bowl Classic in Arlington, Texas
USC (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2), 5:30

p.m. (ESPN)
SATURDAY
TaxSlayer Bowl in Jacksonville, Fla.
Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State

(8-4), 9 a.m. (ESPN)
Liberty Bowl in Memphis, Tenn.
Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2),

9:30 a.m. (ABC)
Fiesta Bowl in Glendale, Ariz.
Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State

(10-2), 1 p.m. (ESPN)
Orange Bowl in Miami Gardens, Fla.
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2), 5

p.m. (ESPN)
MONDAY, JAN. 1, 2018
Outback Bowl in Tampa, Fla.
Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4),

9 a.m. (ESPN2)
Peach Bowl in Atlanta
UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3), 9:30

a.m. (ESPN)
Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Fla.
Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3), 10 a.m.

(ABC)
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) in Pasadena
Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1),

2:10 p.m. (ESPN)

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) in New Orleans
Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1),

5:45 p.m. (ESPN)
MONDAY, JAN. 8
College Football Championship in Atlanta
Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl

winner, 5 p.m. (ESPN)
SATURDAY, JAN. 20
East-West Shrine Classic
East vs. West, Noon (NFLN)
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl
American vs. National, TBA (FS1)
SATURDAY, JAN. 27
Senior Bowl in Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South, 11:30 a.m. (NFLN)

BASKETBALL
This Week’s Top 25 Fared
MEN
1. Villanova (12-0) beat Hofstra 95-71.
2. Michigan State (12-1) beat Houston

Baptist 107-62; beat Long Beach State
102-60.
3. Arizona State (12-0) beat Longwood

95-61; beat Pacific 104-65.
4. Duke (12-1) beat Evansville 104-40.
5. North Carolina (11-2) lost to Wofford

79-75; beat Ohio State 86-72.
6. Miami (10-1) beat Hawaii 75-57; lost

to New Mexico State 63-54.
7. Kentucky (9-2) lost to UCLA 83-75.
8. Texas A&M (11-1) beat Northern

Kentucky 64-58; beat Buffalo 89-73.
9. Xavier (12-1) beat Marshall 81-77;

beat Northern Iowa 77-67.
10. West Virginia (11-1) beat Coppin

State 77-38; beat Fordham 86-69.
11. Wichita State (10-2) beat Arkansas

State 89-80; beat Florida Gulf Coast
75-65.
12. Gonzaga (10-3) beat IUPUI 101-71;

lost to San Diego State 72-70.
13. Virginia (11-1) beat Savannah State

78-47; beat Hampton 82-48.
14. Kansas (10-2) beat Omaha 109-64;

beat Stanford 75-54.
15. TCU (12-0) beat Texas Southern

91-72; beat William & Mary 86-75.
16. Purdue (12-2) beat Tennessee State

97-48.
17. Oklahoma (10-1) beat Northwestern

State 105-68; beat Northwestern 104-78.
18. Arizona (10-3) beat North Dakota

State 83-53; beat UConn 73-58.
18. Baylor (10-2) beat Southern

University 80-61.
20. Cincinnati (11-2) beat Arkansas-Pine

Bluff 77-49; beat Cleveland State 81-62.
21. Tennessee (9-2) beat Furman

66-61; beat Wake Forest 79-60.
21. Texas Tech (11-1) beat FAU 90-54;

beat Abilene Christian 74-47.
23. Seton Hall (11-2) beat Wagner

89-68; beat Manhattan 74-62.
24. Florida State (11-1) beat Charleston

Southern 69-58; beat Southern Miss.
98-45.
25. Creighton (10-2) beat Texas-

Arlington 90-81; beat SC Upstate 116-62.
WOMEN
1. UConn (10-0) beat Oklahoma 88-64;

beat Duquesne 104-52.
2. Notre Dame (11-1) beat Marquette

91-85, OT.
3. Louisville (14-0) beat Air Force

62-50.
4. South Carolina (11-1) beat Temple

87-60.
5. Mississippi State (13-0) beat UNLV

103-63. beat Syracuse 76-65.
6. Baylor (10-1) beat Nicholls State

85-43.
7. Tennessee (12-0) beat No. 18

Stanford 83-71.
8. Texas (9-1) did not play.
9. West Virginia (12-0) beat Morgan

State 84-41; beat Morehead State 66-56.
10. Oregon (10-2) beat No. 19 Texas

A&M 84-62; beat Hawaii 85-44.
11. UCLA (9-2) beat Fordham 67-30.
12. Ohio State (11-2) did not play.
13. Florida State (11-1) beat Creighton

92-82.
14. Duke (10-2) beat Maine 69-39;beat

Wyoming 63-40.
15. Maryland (11-2) beat Coppin State

113-48.
16. Missouri (12-1) beat Xavier 74-

48;beat Illinois 72-55.
17. Oregon State (9-2) beat UC Davis

61-47
18. Stanford (6-6) lost to Western

Illinois 71-64; lost to No. 7 Tennessee
83-71.
19. Texas A&M (10-3) beat Hawaii

103-59; lost to No. 10 Oregon 84-62.
20. Villanova (10-0) beat La Salle

76-49.
21. Green Bay (10-1) beat Northwestern

63-57.
22. South Florida (10-3) beat Dayton

93-87, OT; lost to Michigan State 83-73.
23. Michigan (11-2) beat Delaware

State 105-36.
24. Cal (9-2) beat Kentucky 62-52.
25. Iowa (12-1) beat Drake 79-66.

TODAY’S TOP 25 GAME
No. 6 Miami vs. Mid. Tenn., 5:30 p.m.

COLLEGE

ABU DHABI,
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

S erena Williams is
returning to com-
petition with an
exhibition match

Saturday in Abu Dhabi
against French Open
champion Jelena Osta-
penko.
Williams hasn’t compet-

ed since winning the Aus-
tralian Open last January
while she was pregnant.
She’ll face Latvia’s Osta-
penko at the Mubadala
World Tennis Champion-
ship in the first year wo-
men will be participating,
tournament organizers
announced Sunday.
“I am delighted to be

returning to the court in
Abu Dhabi for the first
time since the birth of my
daughter in September,”
Williams, 36, said in a
statement. “The Mubada-
la World Tennis Cham-
pionship has long marked
the beginning of the
men’s global tennis sea-
son and I am excited and
honored to be making my
comeback as part of the
first women to participate
in the event.”
Williams has 23 Grand

Slam singles titles, a re-
cord for the professional
era. She’s expected to
compete for her 24th at
the Australian Open, be-
ginning Jan. 15.
Williams gave birth to

Alexis Olympia Ohanian
Jr. on Sept. 1. She married
Reddit co-founder Alexis
Ohanian in November.

AA continuing custody
dispute is preventing two-
time Australian Open
champion Victoria Aza-
renka from resuming her
career at the ASB Classic
on Jan. 1 in Auckland,
New Zealand. Azarenka
notified tournament orga-
nizers Sunday she will be
unable to play because of
“personal reasons.” The
former world No. 1 hasn’t
played since Wimbledon
in July. She can’t leave
California until a dispute
with her former partner
over the custody of their
son, Leo, is resolved.

ICHIRO STILL LOOKING
FOR HOME IN MLB
Ichiro Suzuki, who be-

came a free agent in No-
vember when the Miami
Marlins declined their
option to sign him for the
2018 season, still hasn’t
given up hope of remain-
ing in Major League Base-
ball.
He was quoted by Kyo-

do news agency Saturday
as saying: “I feel like a big
dog at a pet shop that
hasn’t been sold. Of
course, I want to play
baseball next year.”
Ichiro, who has 3,080

hits in MLB, was in his
hometown of Toyoyama
to attend the closing cere-
mony of the Ichiro Cup
youth baseball tourna-
ment.
Ichiro, who turned 44

on Oct. 22, has said he
wants to play until he’s
50.
He totaled 1,278 hits in

nine seasons with the Orix
Blue Wave in the Nippon
Professional Baseball
league in Japan before
moving to the U.S. to play
12 years with the Seattle
Mariners. Ichiro also
played with the New York
Yankees before joining the
Marlins in 2015.

FA SUSPENDS PLAYER
FOR KICKING GOALIE
Southampton forward

Charlie Austin will miss
three games after accept-
ing a Football Association
charge for kicking Hud-
dersfield goalkeeper Jonas
Lossl, who sustained a
bloodied face and suspect-
ed broken nose in a 1-1
Premier League draw.

NEWS & NOTES

Serena
to return
with
exhibition
Associated Press

Western Conference
Pacific W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Golden State 26 7 .788 — 9-1 L-1 12-4 14-3 14-5
L.A. Clippers 13 19 .406121⁄2 5-5 L-1 7-7 6-12 9-11
L.A. Lakers 11 20 .355 14 3-7 L-2 6-9 5-11 5-13
Kings 11 21 .344141⁄2 4-6 L-1 5-8 6-13 7-9
Phoenix 12 23 .343 15 3-7 L-1 5-13 7-10 7-13
Southwest W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Houston 25 6 .806 — 8-2 L-2 13-5 12-1 14-4
San Antonio 23 11 .676 31⁄2 7-3 W-1 15-2 8-9 13-7
New Orleans 17 16 .515 9 5-5 W-2 8-7 9-9 9-12
Memphis 10 23 .303 16 2-8 W-1 7-12 3-11 9-12
Dallas 9 25 .265171⁄2 2-8 L-2 7-11 2-14 6-16
Northwest W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Minnesota 20 13 .606 — 7-3 W-3 11-6 9-7 17-6
Okla. City 18 15 .545 2 7-3 W-4 12-4 6-11 10-9
Denver 18 15 .545 2 5-5 W-2 11-3 7-12 9-10
Portland 17 16 .515 3 4-6 W-1 7-10 10-6 9-10
Utah 15 19 .441 51⁄2 2-8 L-1 12-6 3-13 9-10

Eastern Conference
Atlantic W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Boston 27 9 .750 — 5-5 W-1 14-4 13-5 17-7
Toronto 23 8 .742 11⁄2 9-1 W-6 12-1 11-7 12-4
New York 17 15 .531 8 6-4 L-1 15-5 2-10 9-11
Philadelphia 14 18 .438 11 1-9 L-5 7-9 7-9 6-9
Brooklyn 12 20 .375 13 4-6 L-1 7-10 5-10 6-11
Southeast W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Washington 18 15 .545 — 6-4 W-1 10-6 8-9 8-8
Miami 17 16 .515 1 6-4 L-1 7-8 10-8 10-8
Charlotte 12 21 .364 6 3-7 W-1 10-9 2-12 7-13
Orlando 11 23 .324 71⁄2 1-9 L-8 6-9 5-14 6-13
Atlanta 8 25 .242 10 3-7 W-1 5-11 3-14 5-18
Central W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf
Cleveland 24 9 .727 — 8-2 W-1 14-4 10-5 18-7
Indiana 19 14 .576 5 7-3 W-2 11-7 8-7 14-8
Detroit 18 14 .563 51⁄2 4-6 W-1 10-5 8-9 11-9
Milwaukee 17 14 .548 6 5-5 L-1 11-5 6-9 7-9
Chicago 10 22 .313131⁄2 7-3 L-2 7-8 3-14 9-10

NBA

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
San Antonio 108, Kings 99
Toronto 102, Philadelphia 86
Charlotte 111, Milwaukee 106
Indiana 123, Brooklyn 119 (OT)
Washington 130, Orlando 103
Atlanta 112, Dallas 107
Boston 117, Chicago 92
New Orleans 109, Miami 94
Memphis 115, L.A. Clippers 112
Oklahoma City 103, Utah 89
Denver 96, Golden State 81
Minnesota 115, Phoenix 106
Portland 95, L.A. Lakers 92
SUNDAY
No games scheduled

TODAY’S GAMES
Philadelphia at New York, 9 a.m.
Cleveland at Golden State, Noon
Washington at Boston, 2:30 p.m.
Houston at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY’S GAMES
Kings at L.A. Clippers, 7:30 p.m.
Indiana at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Toronto at Dallas, 4 p.m.
Orlando at Miami, 4:30 p.m.
Chicago at Milwaukee, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.
Utah at Denver, 6 p.m.
Memphis at Phoenix, 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES

Cleveland at Kings, 7 p.m.
Boston at Charlotte, 4 p.m.
Dallas at Indiana, 4 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.
New York at Chicago, 5 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 5 p.m.
Brooklyn at New Orleans, 5 p.m.
Toronto at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.
Utah at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY’S GAMES
Detroit at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Houston at Boston, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Milwaukee, 5 p.m.
New York at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Portland, 7:30 p.m.

Through Saturday
Scoring G FG FT PTS AVG
Harden, HOU 31 303 2701009 32.5
Anttknmp, MIL 29 313 218 858 29.6
James, CLE 33 357 153 936 28.4
Durant, GOL 28 267 134 736 26.3
Cousins, NOR 33 293 197 855 25.9
Oladipo, IND 32 289 142 808 25.2
Lillard, POR 31 251 193 782 25.2
Davis, NOR 28 257 173 704 25.1
Irving, BOS 34 309 137 846 24.9
DeRozan, TOR 31 268 205 771 24.9
Porzingis, NYK 26 230 131 641 24.7
Booker, PHX 25 213 120 608 24.3
Embiid, PHL 24 197 158 569 23.7
Westbrook, OKC 33 280 166 780 23.6
Beal, WAS 33 273 137 759 23.0
Aldridge, SAN 33 286 140 731 22.2
Walker, CHA 31 221 152 666 21.5

Middleton, MIL 31 237 109 646 20.8
Williams, LAC 31 209 144 643 20.7
McCollum, POR 32 253 82 663 20.7
FG Percentage FG FGA PCT
Capela, HOU 170 245 .694
Jordan, LAC 150 231 .649
Adams, OKC 161 255 .631
Collins, ATL 133 215 .619
Kanter, NYK 169 279 .606
Scott, WAS 124 211 .588
James, CLE 357 626 .570
Davis, NOR 257 452 .569
Favors, UTA 159 288 .552
Randle, LAL 150 273 .549
Rebounds G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Jordan, LAC 32 150 338 488 15.2
Drmmnd, DET 32 157 317 474 14.8
Howard, CHA 33 117 286 403 12.2

Cousins, NOR 33 68 330 398 12.1
Towns, MIN 33 97 288 385 11.7
Capela, HOU 28 90 226 316 11.3
Embiid, PHL 24 54 207 261 10.9
Anttknmp, MIL 29 64 240 304 10.5
Davis, NOR 28 67 225 292 10.4
Jokic, DEN 26 66 201 267 10.3
Assists G AST AVG
Westbrook, OKC 33 326 9.9
James, CLE 33 305 9.2
Harden, HOU 31 279 9.0
Simmons, PHL 31 240 7.7
Green, GOL 27 196 7.3
Ball, LAL 31 220 7.1
Teague, MIN 29 205 7.1
Lowry, TOR 31 219 7.1
Schroder, ATL 30 201 6.7
Dinwiddie, Bro 31 202 6.5

NBA LEADERS

MIAMI
For seven consecutive

seasons, until last year,
Christmas was about
basketball for the Miami
Heat.
For the second consec-

utive year, amid the re-
build from the Dwyane
Wade and Big Three eras,
it will be about something
else. And this year, some-
thing unique.
Coach Erik Spoelstra is

an expectant father.
Guard Wayne Ellington

now has a son to dote upon
on Christmas morning.
Guard Dion Waiters has

time away from the court
with his newborn daugh-
ter.
And center Bam Ade-

bayo has the resources to
make up for the hardships
of Christmases past.
“I really love seeing this

young team grow and
start to develop young
families within the Heat
organization, and it is fun,
it is different,” Spoelstra
said, making sure to carve
out family time for his
players during his team’s
two-day break. “And it
seems like every time you
turn around, somebody in
our organization is expect-
ing a baby.”
Ellington’s first child,

Wayne Robert Ellington
III, was born March 22.
“Ah, man, it changes

the whole Christmas ex-
perience,” the 3-point
specialist said with a
smile. “I’m used to being
the kid on Christmas. It
makes you look at Christ-
mas different. For me,
now, I’ve got my own
family.”
Before, it was about his

fiancee, nieces and a
nephew.
“Now that I’ve got my

own little man, I can put
all my attention on him,”
he said. “He’ll be up way
earlier than me. I’m sure
he’ll be waking me up. It’s
his first Christmas.”
Waiters’ daughter, Dior

Raina Waiters, was born
Nov. 5. He said having the
time with family makes
any time special.
“That’s the best thing

ever, being around your
family; you don’t have to
worry about nothing,” he
said. “Just you’re happy.
Whatever you got going
on, everything stops, espe-
cially when I see my kids
and my family.”
For Spoelstra, father-

hood will arrive soon
enough, already with
plenty to take stock upon,
from his marriage to his
professional success.
“It’s fun,” he said.

“There’s been a lot of
changes in my life in just
the last three years. And
then, since there’s been a
lot of talk the last 10 years
of coaching, you realize
time flies and a lot of
changes that happen in
that short period of time.”
The change for Ade-

bayo, raised by a working
mother amid financial
struggles, is a Christmas
without financial concern.
“My mommade ends

meet. She provided for me.
I didn’t really ask for noth-
ing for Christmas. I didn’t
want no big deal,” he said
of what had been. “So this
Christmas I can get her
something special.”
Adebayo said it’s com-

forting to meet the needs
of those he cares most
about.
“Pretty much I can get

my family members any-
thing they want. That’s a
blessing,” he said. “At the
end of the day, just having
that opportunity to just
give and make somebody
else happy for Christmas
is the only thing I could
ask for.”

NBA

Oh, baby!
The Heat
family is
growing
BY IRAWINDERMAN
Sun Sentinel
(Fort Lauderdale, Fla.)
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SPORTS STATS

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div

y-New England 12 3 0 .800 432 290 5-2-0 7-1-0 9-2-0 3-1-0 4-1-0

Buffalo 8 7 0 .533 280 343 6-2-0 2-5-0 6-5-0 2-2-0 2-3-0

Miami 6 9 0 .400 265 371 4-3-0 2-6-0 5-6-0 1-3-0 2-3-0

N.Y. Jets 5 10 0 .333 292 356 4-4-0 1-6-0 5-6-0 0-4-0 2-3-0

South W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div

y-Jacksonville 10 4 0 .714 374 209 6-2-0 4-2-0 9-2-0 1-2-0 4-1-0

Tennessee 8 7 0 .533 319 346 5-2-0 3-5-0 7-4-0 1-3-0 4-1-0

Houston 4 10 0 .286 319 380 3-4-0 1-6-0 3-7-0 1-3-0 1-4-0

Indianapolis 3 12 0 .200 241 391 2-5-0 1-7-0 2-9-0 1-3-0 1-4-0

North W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div

y-Pittsburgh 11 3 0 .786 344 278 5-2-0 6-1-0 8-2-0 3-1-0 5-0-0

Baltimore 9 6 0 .600 368 272 5-2-0 4-4-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 3-2-0

Cincinnati 6 9 0 .400 259 322 4-4-0 2-5-0 5-6-0 1-3-0 2-3-0

Cleveland 0 15 0 .000 210 382 0-8-0 0-7-0 0-11-0 0-4-0 0-5-0

West W L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div

y-Kansas City 9 6 0 .600 388 315 6-2-0 3-4-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 4-1-0

L.A. Chargers 8 7 0 .533 325 262 4-3-0 4-4-0 5-6-0 3-1-0 2-3-0

Oakland 6 8 0 .429 281 324 4-4-0 2-4-0 5-6-0 1-2-0 2-3-0

Denver 5 10 0 .333 265 355 4-3-0 1-7-0 4-7-0 1-3-0 2-3-0

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div

y-Philadelphia 12 2 0 .857 438 279 6-0-0 6-2-0 10-1-0 2-1-0 5-0-0

Dallas 8 7 0 .533 348 332 3-5-0 5-2-0 6-5-0 2-2-0 4-1-0

Washington 7 8 0 .467 332 370 5-3-0 2-5-0 5-6-0 2-2-0 1-4-0

N.Y. Giants 2 12 0 .143 228 355 1-6-0 1-6-0 0-10-0 2-2-0 0-5-0

South W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div

x-New Orleans 11 4 0 .733 424 295 7-1-0 4-3-0 8-3-0 3-1-0 4-1-0

x-Carolina 11 4 0 .733 353 305 6-2-0 5-2-0 7-4-0 4-0-0 3-2-0

Atlanta 9 6 0 .600 331 305 4-3-0 5-3-0 8-3-0 1-3-0 3-2-0

Tampa Bay 4 11 0 .267 304 358 3-4-0 1-7-0 2-9-0 2-2-0 0-5-0

North W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div

y-Minnesota 12 3 0 .800 359 242 6-1-0 6-2-0 9-2-0 3-1-0 4-1-0

Detroit 8 7 0 .533 375 365 3-4-0 5-3-0 7-4-0 1-3-0 4-1-0

Green Bay 7 8 0 .467 309 349 4-4-0 3-4-0 5-6-0 2-2-0 2-3-0

Chicago 5 10 0 .333 254 297 3-5-0 2-5-0 1-10-0 4-0-0 0-5-0

West W L T Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div

y-L.A. Rams 11 4 0 .733 465 295 4-3-0 7-1-0 7-4-0 4-0-0 4-1-0

Seattle 9 6 0 .600 342 306 4-3-0 5-3-0 7-4-0 2-2-0 4-1-0

Arizona 6 8 0 .429 246 337 4-3-0 2-5-0 3-7-0 3-1-0 2-3-0

San Francisco 4 10 0 .286 253 337 2-5-0 2-5-0 2-9-0 2-1-0 0-5-0

NFL FOOTBALL

y-clinched division

SATURDAY’S GAMES

Baltimore 23, Indianapolis 16

Minnesota 16, Green Bay 0

SUNDAY’S GAMES

Chicago 20, Cleveland 3

New England 37, Buffalo 16

L.A. Chargers 14, N.Y. Jets 7

Washington 27, Denver 11

Carolina 22, Tampa Bay 19

Cincinnati 26, Detroit 17

Kansas City 29, Miami 13

L.A. Rams 27, Tennessee 23

New Orleans 23, Atlanta 13

Seattle 21, Dallas 12

Arizona 23, N.Y. Giants 0

S.F. 44, Jacksonville 33

MONDAY’S GAMES

Pittsburgh at Houston, 1:30 p.m.

Oakland at Philadelphia, 5:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 31

Washington at N.Y. Giants, 10 a.m.

N.Y. Jets at New England, 10 a.m.

Carolina at Atlanta, 10 a.m.

Houston at Indianapolis, 10 a.m.

Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 10 a.m.

Green Bay at Detroit, 10 a.m.

Dallas at Philadelphia, 10 a.m.

Chicago at Minnesota, 10 a.m.

Buffalo at Miami, 10 a.m.

Jacksonville at Tennessee, 10 a.m.

Cincinnati at Baltimore, 10 a.m.

New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 10 a.m.

Oakland at L.A. Chargers, 1:25 p.m.

S.F. at L.A. Rams, 1:25 p.m.

Arizona at Seattle, 1:25 p.m.

Kansas City at Denver, 1:25 p.m.

49ERS 44, JAGUARS 33 

Jacksonville 0 16 3 14 — 33
San Francisco 10 6 7 21 — 44

First Quarter
SF—Garoppolo 1 run (Gould kick), 10:18. Drive: 10 plays, 79

yards, 4:42. Key Plays: Garoppolo 13 pass to Kittle on 3rd-and-2;
Garoppolo 24 pass to Goodwin on 3rd-and-7; Garoppolo 12 pass
to A.Robinson; Garoppolo 17 pass to Juszczyk. San Francisco 7,
Jacksonville 0.

SF—FG Gould 27, 5:42. Drive: 9 plays, 54 yards, 3:44. Key
Plays: Hyde 1 run on 3rd-and-1; Garoppolo 17 pass to Murphy;
Garoppolo 21 pass to Kittle. San Francisco 10, Jacksonville 0.
Second Quarter

SF—Johnson 50 interception return (kick blocked), 11:03. San
Francisco 16, Jacksonville 2.

Jac—Fournette 1 run (Lambo kick), 5:10. Drive: 11 plays, 75
yards, 5:53. Key Plays: D.Johnson 23-yard defensive pass interfer-
ence penalty on 3rd-and-12; Yeldon 6 run on 3rd-and-6; Bortles
19 pass to Westbrook. San Francisco 16, Jacksonville 9.

Jac—Strong 5 pass from Bortles (Lambo kick), :10. Drive: 8
plays, 80 yards, 1:30. Key Plays: D.Westbrook 10-yard offensive
pass interference penalty; Bortles 15 pass to Cole; Yeldon 4 run on
3rd-and-1; Bortles 24 pass to Cole; Bortles 20 pass to Yeldon;
Bortles 10 pass to O’Shaughnessy. Jacksonville 16, San Francisco
16.
Third Quarter

Jac—FG Lambo 45, 10:57. Drive: 8 plays, 48 yards, 4:03. Key
Plays: Bortles 32 pass to Cole; K.Cole 10-yard offensive pass
interference penalty; Bortles 10 pass to Lewis. Jacksonville 19,
San Francisco 16.

SF—Kittle 8 pass from Garoppolo (Gould kick), 6:46. Drive: 5
plays, 26 yards, 1:55. Key Play: K.Williams 27 interception return
to Jacksonville 26. San Francisco 23, Jacksonville 19.
Fourth Quarter

SF—Taylor 5 pass from Garoppolo (Gould kick), 10:39. Drive: 13
plays, 86 yards, 6:27. Key Plays: M.Jack 15-yard taunting penalty;
Garoppolo 10 pass to Hyde; Y.Ngakoue 15-yard unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty; Hyde 10 run; D.Fowler 4-yard defensive holding
penalty on 3rd-and-2; Garoppolo 3 run on 3rd-and-2. San Francis-
co 30, Jacksonville 19.

SF—Hyde 6 run (Gould kick), 8:59. Drive: 3 plays, 18 yards,
1:24. Key Play: Witherspoon 23 interception return to Jacksonville
18. San Francisco 37, Jacksonville 19.

Jac—Yeldon 1 run (Koyack pass from Bortles), 2:17. Drive: 16
plays, 85 yards, 4:14. Key Plays: Bortles 23 pass to Westbrook on
3rd-and-5; Bortles 12 pass to Yeldon; Bortles 14 pass to Strong on
3rd-and-5; Bortles 10 pass to Yeldon on 3rd-and-9; Bortles 8 pass
to O’Shaughnessy on 4th-and-4. San Francisco 37, Jacksonville 27.

Jac—O’Shaughnessy 11 pass from Bortles (kick failed), 1:50.
Drive: 3 plays, 46 yards, 00:27. Key Plays: Bortles 19 pass to
Strong; Bortles 11 run. San Francisco 37, Jacksonville 33.

SF—Breida 30 run (Gould kick), 1:24. Drive: 4 plays, 51 yards,
00:26. Key Play: M.Jackson 15-yard unnecessary roughness
penalty. San Francisco 44, Jacksonville 33.

A—70,133. 
Jac SF

FIRST DOWNS 32 26
Rushing 7 7
Passing 20 15
Penalty 5 4
THIRD DOWN EFF 5-13 10-15
FOURTH DOWN EFF 2-2 0-0
TOTAL NET YARDS 472 369
Total Plays 79 66
Avg Gain 6.0 5.6
NET YARDS RUSHING 92 131
Rushes 28 35
Avg per rush 3.3 3.7
NET YARDS PASSING 380 238
Sacked-Yds lost 1-2 1-4
Gross-Yds passing 382 242
Completed-Att. 32-50 21-30
Had Intercepted 3 1
Yards-Pass Play 7.5 7.7
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 6-2-2 8-6-5
PUNTS-Avg. 4-39.0 3-43.7
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-1
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 64 142
Punt Returns 0-0 2-16
Kickoff Returns 3-64 2-26
Interceptions 1-0 3-100
PENALTIES-Yds 12-99 8-68
FUMBLES-Lost 1-0 0-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 30:49 29:11
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Jacksonville, Fournette 18-48, Bortles 5-31, Yeldon
5-13. San Francisco, Breida 11-74, Hyde 21-54, Garoppolo 3-3. 

PASSING—Jacksonville, Bortles 32-50-3-382. San Francisco,
Garoppolo 21-30-1-242. 

RECEIVING—Jacksonville, Yeldon 7-64, Cole 6-108, O’Shaugh-
nessy 5-39, Westbrook 4-74, Strong 3-38, Fournette 3-22, Koyack
2-10, Lewis 1-22, Mickens 1-5. San Francisco, Juszczyk 5-76,
Kittle 3-42, Goodwin 3-37, Hyde 3-19, Taylor 3-19, Murphy 1-17,
Bourne 1-12, Robinson 1-12, Breida 1-8. 

PUNT RETURNS—Jacksonville, None. San Francisco, Taylor 2-16. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Jacksonville, Grant 2-46, Myrick 1-18. San

Francisco, Breida 1-18, Taylor 1-8. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Jacksonville, Posluszny 6-3-0,

Campbell 5-3-0, Smith 4-3-0, Ramsey 4-3-0, Church 4-1-0,
Gipson 4-1-0, Colvin 3-0-0, Bouye 3-0-0, Jack 3-0-0, Jackson
3-0-0, Jones 2-0-0, Smoot 1-1-0, Ngakoue 1-0-1, Fowler 1-0-0,
Dareus 1-0-0. San Francisco, Colbert 6-0-0, Thomas 5-1-1,
Johnson 5-1-0, Hall 5-0-0, Reid 5-0-0, Foster 5-0-0, Coyle 4-4-0,
Carradine 4-0-0, Williams 3-2-0, Powell 2-1-0, Buckner 2-1-0,
Witherspoon 2-1-0, Day 1-1-0, Harold 1-0-0, Marsh 1-0-0,
Mitchell 1-0-0, Blair 0-2-0, Dumervil 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Jacksonville, Church 1-0. San Francisco,
Johnson 1-50, Williams 1-27, Witherspoon 1-23. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Jeff Triplette, Ump Ruben Fowler, HL

Derick Bowers, LJ Danny Short, FJ Greg Gautreaux, SJ James
Coleman, BJ Steve Freeman, Replay Mike Chase. 

BEARS 20, BROWNS 3 

Cleveland 0 3 0 0 — 3
Chicago 6 0 14 0 — 20

First Quarter
Chi—Howard 2 run (kick blocked), 1:20. Drive: 9 plays, 57

yards, 5:11. Key Plays: Trubisky 24 pass to Sims; Trubisky 11 run
on 3rd-and-6. Chicago 6, Cleveland 0.

Second Quarter
Cle—FG Gonzalez 48, :01. Drive: 4 plays, 48 yards, 00:30. Key

Plays: Kizer 13 pass to Johnson; Kizer 35 pass to Louis. Chicago 6,
Cleveland 3.
Third Quarter

Chi—Howard 16 run (Nugent kick), 12:23. Drive: 4 plays, 60
yards, 2:37. Key Play: Trubisky 40 pass to Cunningham on
3rd-and-6. Chicago 13, Cleveland 3.

Chi—Trubisky 4 run (Nugent kick), 3:27. Drive: 12 plays, 66
yards, 7:30. Key Plays: Trubisky 22 pass to Cunningham on
3rd-and-3; Trubisky 11 pass to Wright on 3rd-and-8; Trubisky 13
pass to Cohen; Howard 8 run on 4th-and-1. Chicago 20, Cleveland
3.

A—58,796. 
Cle Chi

FIRST DOWNS 12 16
Rushing 4 7
Passing 8 7
Penalty 0 2
THIRD DOWN EFF 4-13 7-16
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-1 1-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 253 258
Total Plays 57 59
Avg Gain 4.4 4.4
NET YARDS RUSHING 75 97
Rushes 20 31
Avg per rush 3.8 3.1
NET YARDS PASSING 178 161
Sacked-Yds lost 1-4 5-32
Gross-Yds passing 182 193
Completed-Att. 18-36 14-23
Had Intercepted 2 0
Yards-Pass Play 4.8 5.8
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 2-0-0 4-2-2
PUNTS-Avg. 7-47.7 8-45.1
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-1
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 53 83
Punt Returns 4-27 3-27
Kickoff Returns 2-26 2-35
Interceptions 0-0 2-21
PENALTIES-Yds 8-60 4-25
FUMBLES-Lost 2-1 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 26:46 33:14
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Cleveland, Crowell 12-44, Johnson 4-20, Kizer 3-8,
Dayes 1-3. Chicago, Trubisky 7-44, Howard 22-44, Cohen 2-9. 

PASSING—Cleveland, Kizer 18-36-2-182. Chicago, Trubisky
14-23-0-193. 

RECEIVING—Cleveland, Johnson 7-81, DeValve 3-12, Higgins
2-20, Gordon 2-19, Louis 1-35, Njoku 1-13, Coleman 1-3, Crowell
1-(minus 1). Chicago, Wright 4-27, Bellamy 3-49, Cunningham
2-62, Inman 2-19, Cohen 2-12, Sims 1-24. 

PUNT RETURNS—Cleveland, Peppers 4-27. Chicago, Cohen
3-27. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Cleveland, Dayes 1-18, Orchard 1-8.
Chicago, Cunningham 1-28, Robertson-Harris 1-7. 

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Cleveland, Burgess 7-2-1, Kirksey
7-2-0, Schobert 3-2-.5, Ogunjobi 3-1-1, McCourty 3-0-0, Shelton
3-0-0, Peppers 3-0-0, Currie 2-1-1, Nacua 2-0-0, Taylor 1-1-.5,
Garrett 1-0-1, Orchard 1-0-0, Brantley 1-0-0, Nassib 1-0-0, Coley
1-0-0, Edwards 0-1-0. Chicago, Kwiatkoski 5-2-0, Trevathan
5-2-0, Acho 3-1-.5, Jackson 3-1-0, Callahan 3-0-0, Goldman
2-2-0, Amukamara 2-0-0, Amos 2-0-0, Bullard 2-0-0, Hicks
1-2-.5, Jenkins 1-1-0, Fuller 1-0-0, Jones 1-0-0, Timu 1-0-0,
Robertson-Harris 0-1-0, Houston 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Cleveland, None. Chicago, Callahan 1-21,
Fuller 1-0. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Terry McAulay, Ump Steve Woods, HL Jeff

Bergman, LJ Carl Johnson, FJ Michael Banks, SJ Jonah Monroe, BJ
Rich Martinez, Replay Earnie Frantz. 

BENGALS 26, LIONS 17 

Detroit 7 0 3 7 — 17
Cincinnati 0 6 7 13 — 26

First Quarter
Det—Ebron 33 pass from Stafford (Prater kick), 4:54. Drive: 4

plays, 52 yards, 00:54. Key Play: Stafford 14 pass to Tate. Detroit
7, Cincinnati 0.
Second Quarter

Cin—FG Bullock 29, 7:35. Drive: 12 plays, 68 yards, 4:48. Key
Plays: Bernard 25 run; Dalton 10 pass to Boyd on 3rd-and-10; Hill
11 run; Dalton 15 pass to Bernard. Detroit 7, Cincinnati 3.

Cin—FG Bullock 27, :00. Drive: 8 plays, 44 yards, 1:01. Key
Plays: Dalton 18 pass to A.Green; Dalton 11 pass to Bernard;
A.Zettel 5-yard defensive offside penalty on 3rd-and-3. Detroit 7,
Cincinnati 6.
Third Quarter

Det—FG Prater 23, 9:26. Drive: 11 plays, 61 yards, 5:34. Key
Plays: Abdullah 2 run on 3rd-and-1; Stafford 3 pass to Tate on
3rd-and-2; Stafford 31 pass to M.Jones. Detroit 10, Cincinnati 6.

Cin—Uzomah 1 pass from Dalton (Bullock kick), 5:52. Drive: 7
plays, 75 yards, 3:34. Key Plays: N.Lawson 25-yard defensive pass
interference penalty; Dalton 34 pass to Hill. Cincinnati 13, Detroit
10.
Fourth Quarter

Cin—FG Bullock 35, 14:13. Drive: 11 plays, 43 yards, 4:33. Key
Plays: Dalton 17 pass to A.Green; Dalton 14 pass to A.Green on
3rd-and-3. Cincinnati 16, Detroit 10.

Det—T.Green 5 run (Prater kick), 9:49. Drive: 10 plays, 75
yards, 4:24. Key Plays: T.Green 11 run on 3rd-and-1; Stafford 9
pass to Ebron on 3rd-and-10; J.Willis 5-yard running into the
kicker penalty on 4th-and-6; T.Green 12 run on 4th-and-1;
Stafford 29 pass to Ebron. Detroit 17, Cincinnati 16.

Cin—FG Bullock 51, 4:42. Drive: 11 plays, 53 yards, 5:07. Key
Plays: Bernard 10 run; Dalton 6 pass to A.Green on 3rd-and-3;
Q.Diggs 5-yard defensive holding penalty on 3rd-and-12; Bernard
11 run; Bernard 10 run. Cincinnati 19, Detroit 17.

Cin—Bernard 12 run (Bullock kick), 1:54. Drive: 6 plays, 40
yards, 1:48. Key Play: Dalton 13 pass to A.Green. Cincinnati 26,
Detroit 17.

A—47,732. 
Det Cin

FIRST DOWNS 15 28
Rushing 5 8
Passing 9 16
Penalty 1 4
THIRD DOWN EFF 6-15 7-14
FOURTH DOWN EFF 1-2 0-0
TOTAL NET YARDS 276 364
Total Plays 59 78

Avg Gain 4.7 4.7
NET YARDS RUSHING 87 142
Rushes 22 34
Avg per rush 4.0 4.2
NET YARDS PASSING 189 222
Sacked-Yds lost 2-14 3-16
Gross-Yds passing 203 238
Completed-Att. 19-35 27-41
Had Intercepted 1 1
Yards-Pass Play 5.1 5.0
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 4-2-2 6-1-1
PUNTS-Avg. 5-40.4 4-38.0
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 130 42
Punt Returns 0-0 1-3
Kickoff Returns 5-114 2-27
Interceptions 1-16 1-12
PENALTIES-Yds 9-74 5-60
FUMBLES-Lost 0-0 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 27:31 32:29
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Detroit, Green 7-43, Abdullah 6-21, Riddick 8-16,
Stafford 1-7. Cincinnati, Bernard 23-116, Hill 4-17, Mixon 3-12,
Dalton 3-(minus 1), Malone 1-(minus 2). 

PASSING—Detroit, Stafford 19-35-1-203. Cincinnati, Dalton
27-41-1-238. 

RECEIVING—Detroit, Ebron 5-83, Golladay 4-28, Jones 3-50,
Riddick 3-23, Tate 3-14, Abdullah 1-5. Cincinnati, Bernard 7-52,
Green 6-81, Boyd 5-39, LaFell 4-8, Mixon 2-20, Hill 1-34, Kroft
1-3, Uzomah 1-1. 

PUNT RETURNS—Detroit, None. Cincinnati, Erickson 1-3. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Detroit, Abdullah 5-114. Cincinnati,

Erickson 2-27. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Detroit, Slay 6-0-0, Quin 5-4-0,

Ansah 5-2-3, Tabor 4-1-0, Whitehead 3-6-0, Spence 3-5-0, Diggs
3-2-0, Davis 2-3-0, Lawson 2-0-0, Reeves-Maybin 2-0-0, Robinson
1-6-0, Washington 1-2-0, Ringo 1-0-0, Hayden 1-0-0, Worrilow
0-3-0, Zettel 0-2-0, Ledbetter 0-1-0. Cincinnati, Dennard 5-2-0,
Iloka 5-1-0, Williams 5-1-0, Johnson 4-1-0, Dunlap 2-2-1, Burfict
2-1-0, Kirkpatrick 2-1-0, Lawson 1-2-1, Fejedelem 1-2-0, Nick-
erson 1-2-0, Jackson 1-0-0, Shaw 1-0-0, Evans 1-0-0, Rey 0-2-0,
Smith 0-1-0, Bell 0-1-0, Willis 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Detroit, Diggs 1-16. Cincinnati, Rey 1-12. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Detroit, Prater 50. 
OFFICIALS—. 

CARDINALS 23, GIANTS 0 

N.Y. Giants 0 0 0 0 — 0
Arizona 3 7 6 7 — 23

First Quarter
Ari—FG Dawson 21, 5:29. Drive: 9 plays, 46 yards, 5:16. Key

Plays: Stanton 8 pass to Foster on 3rd-and-6; Stanton 19 pass to
Fitzgerald; R.Seals-Jones 10-yard offensive holding penalty;
Stanton 20 pass to Fitzgerald. Arizona 3, N.Y. Giants 0.
Second Quarter

Ari—Fitzgerald 13 pass from Stanton (Dawson kick), 1:01.
Drive: 9 plays, 79 yards, 2:04. Key Plays: Stanton 11 pass to
K.Williams; Stanton 23 pass to Fitzgerald on 3rd-and-5; Stanton
11 pass to Foster; O.Vernon 15-yard roughing the passer penalty
on 3rd-and-3. Arizona 10, N.Y. Giants 0.
Third Quarter

Ari—Jo.Brown 15 pass from Stanton (kick failed), 9:25. Drive:
11 plays, 75 yards, 5:35. Key Plays: Stanton 15 pass to Fitzgerald;
Penny 2 run on 3rd-and-1; K.Williams 21 run. Arizona 16, N.Y.
Giants 0.
Fourth Quarter

Ari—Nkemdiche 21 fumble return (Dawson kick), 14:50. Arizona
23, N.Y. Giants 0.

A—63,850. 
NYG Ari

FIRST DOWNS 12 19
Rushing 0 4
Passing 12 13
Penalty 0 2
THIRD DOWN EFF 1-14 5-14
FOURTH DOWN EFF 1-4 0-0
TOTAL NET YARDS 293 289
Total Plays 67 64
Avg Gain 4.4 4.5
NET YARDS RUSHING 43 74
Rushes 20 27
Avg per rush 2.2 2.7
NET YARDS PASSING 250 215
Sacked-Yds lost 2-13 2-15
Gross-Yds passing 263 230
Completed-Att. 27-45 21-35
Had Intercepted 2 2
Yards-Pass Play 5.3 5.8
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 1-1-1 5-4-3
PUNTS-Avg. 6-43.8 7-47.0
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 63 23
Punt Returns 3-19 1-9
Kickoff Returns 2-43 0-0
Interceptions 2-1 2-14
PENALTIES-Yds 10-101 6-45
FUMBLES-Lost 2-1 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 26:47 33:13
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—N.Y. Giants, Gallman 10-18, Perkins 3-10, Darkwa
6-10, Manning 1-5. Arizona, Williams 16-51, Penny 8-24, Stanton
2-1, Hill 1-(minus 2). 

PASSING—N.Y. Giants, Manning 27-45-2-263. Arizona, Stanton
20-34-2-209, Fitzgerald 1-1-0-21. 

RECEIVING—N.Y. Giants, Gallman 6-44, Shepard 5-45, Ellison
4-60, Lewis 4-40, Adams 4-31, Sharp 2-25, Engram 1-12,
Rudolph 1-6. Arizona, Fitzgerald 9-119, Foster 3-24, Brown 2-28,
Brown 2-27, Williams 2-14, Penny 2-14, Gresham 1-4. 

PUNT RETURNS—N.Y. Giants, Sharp 3-19. Arizona, Peterson
1-9. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—N.Y. Giants, Vereen 1-24, Sharp 1-19.
Arizona, None. 

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—N.Y. Giants, Sheppard 9-0-0, Harrison
5-0-0, Adams 5-0-0, Pierre-Paul 4-0-1, Thompson 4-0-0, Dixon
3-2-0, Tomlinson 3-0-0, Munson 3-0-0, Vernon 2-1-1, Armstrong
2-1-0, Bromley 2-0-0, Cockrell 1-1-0, Rodgers-Cromartie 1-0-0,
Collins 1-0-0, Morris 0-1-0. Arizona, Baker 7-5-0, Dansby 7-3-0,
Mathieu 5-2-0, Bucannon 4-4-1, Williams 4-1-0, Bethea 3-0-0,
Gunter 2-0-0, Jones 2-0-0, Martin 1-2-1, Mauro 1-1-0, Rucker
1-0-0, Peterson 1-0-0, Bethel 1-0-0, Pierre 0-2-0, Peters 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—N.Y. Giants, Cockrell 2-1. Arizona, Bethea
2-14. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—N.Y. Giants, Rosas 33. 
OFFICIALS—Referee John Parry, Ump Mark Pellis, HL Mike

Spanier, LJ Jeff Seeman, FJ Dave Meslow, SJ Keith Washington, BJ
Perry Paganelli, Replay James Oldham. 

CHARGERS 14, JETS 7 

L.A. Chargers 0 7 7 0 — 14
N.Y. Jets 0 0 7 0 — 7

Second Quarter
LAC—Gates 3 pass from Rivers (Rose kick), 8:55. Drive: 12

plays, 71 yards, 5:46. Key Plays: Rivers 16 pass to Ty.Williams on
3rd-and-9; Gordon 9 run on 3rd-and-1; Rivers 27 pass to Gates;
B.Skrine 4-yard defensive pass interference penalty on 3rd-and-2.
L.A. Chargers 7, N.Y. Jets 0.
Third Quarter

NYJ—Powell 57 run (Catanzaro kick), 10:00. Drive: 3 plays, 63
yards, 1:22. Key Play: C.McCain 15-yard unnecessary roughness
penalty. L.A. Chargers 7, N.Y. Jets 7.

LAC—Gordon 1 run (Rose kick), 4:57. Drive: 8 plays, 75 yards,
5:03. Key Plays: Gordon 19 run; Rivers 12 pass to Allen; Rivers 15
pass to Gates; Rivers 23 pass to McGrath. L.A. Chargers 14, N.Y.
Jets 7.

A—77,562. 
LAC NYJ

FIRST DOWNS 21 13
Rushing 6 7
Passing 14 5
Penalty 1 1
THIRD DOWN EFF 5-15 3-14
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-0 0-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 379 295
Total Plays 70 61
Avg Gain 5.4 4.8
NET YARDS RUSHING 89 197
Rushes 30 30
Avg per rush 3.0 6.6
NET YARDS PASSING 290 98
Sacked-Yds lost 0-0 3-21
Gross-Yds passing 290 119
Completed-Att. 22-40 15-28
Had Intercepted 0 1
Yards-Pass Play 7.3 3.2
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 3-3-3 2-1-1
PUNTS-Avg. 9-46.2 9-46.8
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 61 30
Punt Returns 3-29 7-30
Kickoff Returns 0-0 0-0
Interceptions 1-32 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 8-80 5-34
FUMBLES-Lost 1-0 2-2
TIME OF POSSESSION 32:58 27:02
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—L.A. Chargers, Gordon 19-81, Oliver 8-9, Watt 1-3,
Rivers 1-0, Benjamin 1-(minus 4). N.Y. Jets, Powell 19-145, Petty
3-33, Forte 8-19. 

PASSING—L.A. Chargers, Rivers 22-40-0-290. N.Y. Jets, Petty
15-28-1-119. 

RECEIVING—L.A. Chargers, Gates 6-81, Allen 5-63, Williams
5-50, Gordon 3-47, McGrath 2-26, Watt 1-23. N.Y. Jets, Anderson
5-51, Kearse 5-42, Seferian-Jenkins 4-21, Forte 1-7. 

PUNT RETURNS—L.A. Chargers, Benjamin 3-29. N.Y. Jets,
Natson 7-30. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—L.A. Chargers, None. N.Y. Jets, None. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—L.A. Chargers, Toomer 5-2-1, Addae

5-2-.5, Pullard 4-4-0, Boston 4-0-0, King 3-2-0, Bosa 3-1-0,
Mebane 2-1-0, Rochell 2-0-1, Hayward 2-0-0, Brown 2-0-0,
Williams 2-0-0, Ingram 1-1-0, McCain 1-0-0, Philon 1-0-0,
Emanuel 0-1-.5. N.Y. Jets, Adams 7-0-0, Maye 5-1-0, Davis 5-1-0,
Lee 4-4-0, Jenkins 4-2-0, Pennel 4-1-0, Martin 3-1-0, McLendon
2-2-0, Skrine 2-1-0, Burris 2-0-0, Claiborne 2-0-0, Cooper 1-1-0,
Bass 1-0-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—L.A. Chargers, Allen 1-32. N.Y. Jets, None. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—L.A. Chargers, Rose 47. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Clete Blakeman, Ump Ramon George, HL

Hugo Cruz, LJ Dana McKenzie, FJ Joe Larrew, SJ Dyrol Prioleau, BJ
Steve Patrick, Replay Carl Madsen. 

CHIEFS 29, DOLPHINS 13 

Miami 3 10 0 0 — 13
Kansas City 3 17 3 6 — 29

First Quarter
KC—FG Butker 31, 9:41. Drive: 7 plays, 42 yards, 3:23. Key

Plays: A.Smith 11 pass to A.Wilson; A.Smith 13 pass to A.Wilson;
K.Hunt 11 run. Kansas City 3, Miami 0.

Mia—FG Parkey 44, 3:29. Drive: 12 plays, 49 yards, 6:12. Key
Plays: Cutler 15 pass to Stills; Cutler 10 pass to D.Parker; Cutler
10 pass to Grant; S.Young 10-yard offensive holding penalty;
Drake 12 run; Cutler 11 pass to Landry. Miami 3, Kansas City 3.
Second Quarter

KC—Kelce 9 pass from A.Smith (Butker kick), 13:00. Drive: 9
plays, 75 yards, 5:29. Key Plays: A.Smith 14 pass to Kelce on
3rd-and-9; M.Schwartz 10-yard offensive holding penalty on
3rd-and-5; A.Smith 6 pass to A.Wilson on 3rd-and-5; A.Smith 52
pass to Hill. Kansas City 10, Miami 3.

Mia—FG Parkey 28, 8:11. Drive: 9 plays, 65 yards, 4:49. Key
Plays: Cutler 26 pass to Grant; Drake 18 run. Kansas City 10,
Miami 6.

KC—K.Hunt 1 run (Butker kick), 3:37. Drive: 9 plays, 68 yards,
4:34. Key Plays: X.Howard 5-yard defensive holding penalty on
3rd-and-8; A.Smith 10 run on 3rd-and-8; K.Hunt 11 run; K.Hunt
24 run. Kansas City 17, Miami 6.

Mia—Grant 65 pass from Cutler (Parkey kick), 3:22. Drive: 1
plays, 65 yards, 00:15. Kansas City 17, Miami 13.

KC—FG Butker 32, :07. Drive: 8 plays, 41 yards, 00:42. Key
Plays: C.Wake 5-yard defensive holding penalty on 3rd-and-10;
A.Smith 33 pass to Hill; A.Smith 6 pass to West. Kansas City 20,
Miami 13.
Third Quarter

KC—FG Butker 21, 10:24. Drive: 8 plays, 61 yards, 4:36. Key
Plays: T.McDonald 5-yard defensive holding penalty on 3rd-and-2;
A.Smith 35 pass to Charles. Kansas City 23, Miami 13.
Fourth Quarter

KC—FG Butker 29, 12:16. Drive: 11 plays, 43 yards, 4:47. Key
Plays: A.Smith 25 pass to West on 3rd-and-8; Z.Fulton 10-yard
offensive holding penalty. Kansas City 26, Miami 13.

KC—FG Butker 49, 3:41. Drive: 10 plays, 31 yards, 6:18. Key
Plays: A.Smith 6 pass to D.Harris on 3rd-and-3; A.Smith 12 pass
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to A.Wilson on 3rd-and-8; A.Smith 3 pass to Hill on 3rd-and-9.
Kansas City 29, Miami 13.

A—65,325. 
Mia KC

FIRST DOWNS 15 23
Rushing 4 7
Passing 11 12
Penalty 0 4
THIRD DOWN EFF 0-8 8-16
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-2 0-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 345 404
Total Plays 54 74
Avg Gain 6.4 5.5
NET YARDS RUSHING 59 103
Rushes 16 34
Avg per rush 3.7 3.0
NET YARDS PASSING 286 301
Sacked-Yds lost 0-0 1-3
Gross-Yds passing 286 304
Completed-Att. 19-38 25-39
Had Intercepted 0 0
Yards-Pass Play 7.5 7.5
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 4-2-1 8-5-5
PUNTS-Avg. 2-29.5 1-49.0
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 40 77
Punt Returns 0-0 1-1
Kickoff Returns 3-40 3-76
Interceptions 0-0 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 11-75 5-40
FUMBLES-Lost 3-2 0-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 22:07 37:53
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Miami, Drake 13-57, Grant 1-3, Cutler 2-(minus 1).
Kansas City, Hunt 29-91, Smith 4-13, Hill 1-(minus 1). 

PASSING—Miami, Cutler 19-38-0-286. Kansas City, Smith
25-39-0-304. 

RECEIVING—Miami, Parker 5-63, Landry 5-51, Grant 4-107,
Stills 4-54, Derby 1-11. Kansas City, Hill 6-109, Kelce 4-47, Harris
4-34, Hunt 4-15, Wilson 3-36, West 3-28, Charles 1-35. 

PUNT RETURNS—Miami, None. Kansas City, Hill 1-1. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Miami, Grant 1-26, Derby 1-11, Perry 1-3.

Kansas City, Hunt 3-76. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Miami, Jones 12-3-0, Alonso 8-3-0,

McCain 7-1-0, McDonald 3-0-0, Wake 2-1-0, Harris 2-0-1,
Malveaux 2-0-0, Howard 2-0-0, Godchaux 2-0-0, Fede 2-0-0,
Phillips 2-0-0, Timmons 1-1-0, Anthony 1-0-0, Allen 1-0-0, Verner
1-0-0, McTyer 1-0-0, Branch 0-1-0. Kansas City, Ragland 4-1-0,
Sorensen 4-0-0, Nelson 3-2-0, Parker 3-1-0, Murray 2-1-0, Jones
2-0-0, Bailey 2-0-0, Johnson 2-0-0, Peters 2-0-0, Logan 2-0-0,
Houston 1-1-0, Revis 1-0-0, Nunez-Roches 1-0-0, Zombo 1-0-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Miami, None. Kansas City, None. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Miami, Parkey 48. Kansas City, Butker

46. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Brad Allen, Ump Fred Bryan, HL Jim Mello,

LJ Brian Bolinger, FJ Tom Hill, SJ Jabir Walker, BJ Shawn Hochuli,
Replay Jim Lapetina. 

PANTHERS 22, BUCCANEERS 19 

Tampa Bay 3 6 7 3 — 19
Carolina 3 9 3 7 — 22

First Quarter
Car—FG Gano 25, 8:13. Drive: 7 plays, 26 yards, 3:55. Key

Plays: Newton 1 run on 3rd-and-1; C.Conte 12-yard face mask
penalty; Newton 1 run on 3rd-and-7. Carolina 3, Tampa Bay 0.

TB—FG Murray 31, 2:24. Drive: 11 plays, 63 yards, 5:49. Key
Plays: Winston 9 pass to Humphries on 3rd-and-7; Barber 34 run.
Tampa Bay 3, Carolina 3.
Second Quarter

Car—FG Gano 28, 8:38. Drive: 10 plays, 71 yards, 4:58. Key
Plays: R.McClain 4-yard defensive pass interference penalty on
3rd-and-4; Newton 11 pass to Olsen; Newton 31 pass to D.Byrd.
Carolina 6, Tampa Bay 3.

TB—FG Murray 41, 2:58. Drive: 6 plays, 61 yards, 2:18. Key
Play: Winston 70 pass to Godwin. Tampa Bay 6, Carolina 6.

Car—D.Byrd 103 kick return (kick blocked), 2:43. Drive: 0 plays,
0 yards, 00:15. Carolina 12, Tampa Bay 6.

TB—FG Murray 21, :02. Drive: 9 plays, 72 yards, 2:41. Key
Plays: Winston 16 pass to Evans on 3rd-and-7; V.Butler 15-yard
face mask penalty; Winston 36 pass to Humphries; M.Adams
3-yard defensive holding penalty on 3rd-and-6. Carolina 12,
Tampa Bay 9.
Third Quarter

TB—Wilson 18 pass from Winston (Murray kick), 10:27. Drive: 3
plays, 49 yards, 1:01. Key Plays: Alexander 28 interception return
to Carolina 49; Winston 28 pass to Evans. Tampa Bay 16, Carolina
12.

Car—FG Gano 30, 4:49. Drive: 12 plays, 68 yards, 5:38. Key
Plays: Newton 12 pass to McCaffrey; McCaffrey 10 run; J.Robin-
son 10-yard defensive pass interference penalty on 4th-and-8;
Newton 17 run on 3rd-and-1. Tampa Bay 16, Carolina 15.
Fourth Quarter

TB—FG Murray 26, 14:57. Drive: 10 plays, 67 yards, 4:52. Key
Plays: Winston 39 pass to Martino on 3rd-and-8; Winston 19 pass
to Sims on 3rd-and-3; Winston 18 pass to Martino. Tampa Bay 19,
Carolina 15.

Car—Newton 2 run (Gano kick), :35. Drive: 10 plays, 59 yards,
2:25. Key Plays: Newton 23 pass to Bersin; Newton 13 pass to
Clay; Newton 11 pass to Clay on 3rd-and-10; Newton 5 pass to
Olsen on 3rd-and-8; Stewart 1 run on 4th-and-1. Carolina 22,
Tampa Bay 19.

A—71,463. 
TB Car

FIRST DOWNS 20 20
Rushing 3 8
Passing 12 9
Penalty 5 3
THIRD DOWN EFF 6-11 4-13
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-0 1-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 392 255
Total Plays 57 59
Avg Gain 6.9 4.3
NET YARDS RUSHING 66 115
Rushes 24 31
Avg per rush 2.8 3.7
NET YARDS PASSING 326 140
Sacked-Yds lost 6-41 2-20
Gross-Yds passing 367 160
Completed-Att. 21-27 16-26
Had Intercepted 0 1
Yards-Pass Play 9.9 5.0
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 6-3-0 6-5-5
PUNTS-Avg. 1-50.0 3-39.7
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-1
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 41 181
Punt Returns 0-0 1-3
Kickoff Returns 1-13 6-178
Interceptions 1-28 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 12-72 6-50
FUMBLES-Lost 3-3 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 29:30 30:30
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Tampa Bay, Barber 13-51, Martin 6-7, Winston 3-6,
Rodgers 1-2, Sims 1-0. Carolina, Newton 14-52, McCaffrey 9-39,
Stewart 7-19, Whittaker 1-5. 

PASSING—Tampa Bay, Winston 21-27-0-367. Carolina, Newton
16-25-1-160, Anderson 0-1-0-0. 

RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, Evans 6-107, Godwin 3-98, Humphries
3-51, Brate 3-13, Martino 2-57, Barber 2-4, Sims 1-19, Wilson
1-18. Carolina, Bersin 3-45, Olsen 3-27, Funchess 3-11, Clay
2-24, McCaffrey 2-19, Byrd 1-31, Whittaker 1-4, Stewart
1-(minus 1). 

PUNT RETURNS—Tampa Bay, None. Carolina, Clay 1-3. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Tampa Bay, Sims 1-13. Carolina, Byrd

3-146, Whittaker 2-19, Cox 1-13. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Tampa Bay, Conte 8-1-0, Ward 5-4-0,

Alexander 4-4-0, David 3-8-0, Beckwith 2-3-0, McCoy 2-2-1,
McClain 2-1-0, Baker 1-2-0, Russell 1-1-1, Elliott 1-0-0, Grimes
1-0-0, McDonald 0-5-0, Clarke 0-1-0, Siliga 0-1-0, Gholston
0-1-0. Carolina, Coleman 8-2-0, Bradberry 6-1-0, Worley 4-1-1,
Kuechly 3-5-0, Adams 2-4-0, Short 1-4-1.5, Thompson 1-4-0,
Peppers 1-2-1, Addison 1-2-.5, Horton 1-1-1.5, Love 1-1-0, Jones
1-1-0, Butler 1-0-0, Seymour 1-0-0, Mayo 1-0-0, Lotulelei 0-2-.5,
Munnerlyn 0-1-0, Cox 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Tampa Bay, Alexander 1-28. Carolina, None. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Tampa Bay, Murray 51. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Jerome Boger, Ump Richard Hall, HL Ed

Camp, LJ Mike Carr, FJ Eugene Hall, SJ Walt Coleman IV, BJ Tony
Steratore, Replay John McGrath. 

PATRIOTS 37, BILLS 16 

Buffalo 3 10 3 0 — 16
New England 0 13 10 14 — 37

First Quarter
Buf—FG Hauschka 41, 5:30. Drive: 16 plays, 47 yards, 8:04.

Key Plays: McCoy 9 run on 3rd-and-1; Taylor 3 pass to Benjamin
on 3rd-and-2; Taylor 6 run on 3rd-and-4; McCoy 5 run on 3rd-
and-4. Buffalo 3, New England 0.
Second Quarter

NE—FG Gostkowski 21, 14:14. Drive: 13 plays, 79 yards, 6:16.
Key Plays: Brady 13 pass to Amendola on 3rd-and-6; Lewis 13 run;
Brady 24 pass to Dorsett. Buffalo 3, New England 3.

Buf—Poyer 19 interception return (Hauschka kick), 10:28.
Buffalo 10, New England 3.

NE—Gronkowski 17 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick), 7:06.
Drive: 9 plays, 75 yards, 3:22. Key Plays: Brady 16 pass to Britt;
Brady 15 pass to Gillislee; Brady 4 run on 3rd-and-1; Lewis 10
run. Buffalo 10, New England 10.

NE—FG Gostkowski 40, 1:55. Drive: 7 plays, 66 yards, 3:00. Key
Plays: Lewis 6 run on 3rd-and-3; M.Hyde 44-yard defensive pass
interference penalty; Lewis 1 run on 3rd-and-2. New England 13,
Buffalo 10.

Buf—FG Hauschka 23, :00. Drive: 13 plays, 71 yards, 1:55. Key
Plays: Taylor 15 pass to Benjamin on 3rd-and-10; Taylor 2 pass to
McCoy on 3rd-and-2; Taylor 33 pass to Thompson on 3rd-and-2.
Buffalo 13, New England 13.
Third Quarter

Buf—FG Hauschka 30, 10:21. Drive: 10 plays, 63 yards, 4:39.
Key Plays: Taylor 15 pass to Clay; D.Thompson 10-yard offensive
holding penalty; McCoy 18 run; McCoy 2 run on 3rd-and-1; Taylor
39 pass to McCoy; Taylor 6 run. Buffalo 16, New England 13.

NE—FG Gostkowski 34, 5:08. Drive: 13 plays, 59 yards, 5:13.
Key Plays: Brady 18 pass to Gronkowski; Brady 14 pass to Cooks;
Lewis 3 run on 3rd-and-4; Lewis 1 run on 4th-and-1; Brady 10
pass to Amendola. Buffalo 16, New England 16.

NE—Gillislee 1 run (Gostkowski kick), :55. Drive: 4 plays, 65
yards, 1:59. Key Plays: Gillislee 12 run; Brady 16 pass to Gronkow-
ski; T.Elston 29-yard defensive pass interference penalty. New
England 23, Buffalo 16.
Fourth Quarter

NE—Lewis 12 pass from Brady (Gostkowski kick), 9:27. Drive: 7
plays, 60 yards, 3:41. Key Plays: Brady 22 pass to D.Allen; Lewis
16 run. New England 30, Buffalo 16.

NE—Lewis 4 run (Gostkowski kick), 3:58. Drive: 8 plays, 54
yards, 3:25. Key Plays: Lewis 16 run; Brady 2 run on 3rd-and-1;
Lewis 14 run. New England 37, Buffalo 16.

A—65,878. 
Buf NE

FIRST DOWNS 17 28
Rushing 4 13
Passing 12 13
Penalty 1 2
THIRD DOWN EFF 8-17 5-11
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-2 1-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 326 411
Total Plays 68 68
Avg Gain 4.8 6.0
NET YARDS RUSHING 84 193
Rushes 24 38
Avg per rush 3.5 5.1
NET YARDS PASSING 242 218
Sacked-Yds lost 6-39 2-6
Gross-Yds passing 281 224
Completed-Att. 21-38 21-28
Had Intercepted 0 1
Yards-Pass Play 5.5 7.3
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 4-4-2 8-6-6
PUNTS-Avg. 3-48.0 1-44.0
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 51 62
Punt Returns 0-0 2-19
Kickoff Returns 2-32 2-43
Interceptions 1-19 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 4-83 2-10
FUMBLES-Lost 1-0 0-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 28:16 31:44
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Buffalo, McCoy 17-71, Taylor 3-16, Cadet 1-0,
Tolbert 3-(minus 3). New England, Lewis 24-129, Gillislee 6-28,
Bolden 2-20, Cooks 1-6, Brady 2-6, Hollister 1-5, Hoyer 2-(minus
1). 

PASSING—Buffalo, Taylor 21-38-0-281. New England, Brady
21-28-1-224. 

RECEIVING—Buffalo, McCoy 5-76, Benjamin 5-70, Thompson
4-91, Clay 4-37, Tolbert 1-11, Tate 1-4, DiMarco 1-(minus 8).
New England, Gronkowski 5-67, Lewis 5-24, Amendola 3-28, Allen
2-26, Cooks 2-19, Dorsett 1-24, Britt 1-16, Gillislee 1-15,
Hollister 1-5. 

PUNT RETURNS—Buffalo, None. New England, Amendola 2-19. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Buffalo, Tate 2-32. New England, Lewis

2-43. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Buffalo, Brown 9-5-0, Wright 7-2-0,

Humber 3-3-0, White 3-2-0, Hyde 2-4-0, Poyer 2-4-0, Williams
2-2-1, Johnson 2-1-0, Alexander 2-1-0, Milano 1-4-0, Washington
1-1-0, Thornton 1-1-0, Hughes 1-0-1, Coleman 1-0-0, Davis
1-0-0, Yarbrough 0-1-0, Capi 0-1-0. New England, Flowers 7-1-0,
Flowers 5-5-2.5, McCourty 5-1-0, Gilmore 5-0-0, Chung 4-2-0,
Brown 3-3-1, Butler 3-0-1, Roberts 2-4-0, Wise 1-1-1.5, Harmon
1-1-0, Guy 1-0-0, Richards 1-0-0, Lee 0-3-0, Jean Francois 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Buffalo, Poyer 1-19. New England, None. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—Buffalo, Hauschka 50. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Craig Wrolstad, Ump Barry Anderson, HL

Mark Hittner, LJ Julian Mapp, FJ Steve Zimmer, SJ Jeff Lamberth,
BJ Lee Dyer, Replay Larry Nemmers. 

RAMS 27, TITANS 23 

L.A. Rams 6 7 7 7 — 27
Tennessee 3 10 7 3 — 23

First Quarter
La—Gurley 3 pass from Goff (kick failed), 8:54. Drive: 4 plays,

53 yards, 2:07. Key Plays: Goff 11 pass to Gurley; Goff 34 pass to
Kupp. L.A. Rams 6, Tennessee 0.

Ten—FG Succop 25, 1:13. Drive: 14 plays, 62 yards, 7:41. Key
Plays: Mariota 18 pass to C.Davis on 3rd-and-6; Mariota 13 pass
to J.Smith; Mariota 13 pass to Decker; R.Quinn 0-yard defensive
holding penalty on 3rd-and-1. L.A. Rams 6, Tennessee 3.
Second Quarter

Ten—Woodyard 4 fumble return (Succop kick), 5:20. Tennessee
10, L.A. Rams 6.

La—Gurley 80 pass from Goff (Ficken kick), 4:24. Drive: 2 plays,
79 yards, 00:56. L.A. Rams 13, Tennessee 10.

Ten—FG Succop 37, :19. Drive: 11 plays, 56 yards, 4:05. Key
Plays: Henry 10 run; Mariota 14 run; Mariota 11 pass to C.Davis;
Mariota 15 pass to D.Walker. L.A. Rams 13, Tennessee 13.
Third Quarter

La—Watkins 3 pass from Goff (Ficken kick), 6:40. Drive: 7 plays,
65 yards, 2:57. Key Plays: Gurley 34 run; Goff 2 run on 3rd-and-3;
Gurley 10 run on 4th-and-1. L.A. Rams 20, Tennessee 13.

Ten—Murray 6 run (Succop kick), 4:23. Drive: 5 plays, 44 yards,
2:17. Key Plays: Jackson 57 kickoff return to L.A. Rams 44;
Mariota 25 pass to Matthews on 3rd-and-6. L.A. Rams 20,
Tennessee 20.
Fourth Quarter

Ten—FG Succop 27, 14:46. Drive: 9 plays, 64 yards, 3:40. Key
Plays: Mariota 25 pass to Decker; Mariota 23 pass to Matthews on
3rd-and-3. Tennessee 23, L.A. Rams 20.

La—Kupp 14 pass from Goff (Ficken kick), 11:51. Drive: 6 plays,
68 yards, 2:55. Key Play: B.McCain 31-yard defensive pass
interference penalty. L.A. Rams 27, Tennessee 23.

A—60,097. 
La Ten

FIRST DOWNS 20 19
Rushing 5 5
Passing 14 12
Penalty 1 2
THIRD DOWN EFF 6-14 3-12
FOURTH DOWN EFF 1-2 0-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 402 366
Total Plays 66 66
Avg Gain 6.1 5.5
NET YARDS RUSHING 116 97
Rushes 26 26
Avg per rush 4.5 3.7
NET YARDS PASSING 286 269
Sacked-Yds lost 1-15 1-6
Gross-Yds passing 301 275
Completed-Att. 22-39 22-39
Had Intercepted 0 1
Yards-Pass Play 7.2 6.7
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 5-4-2 6-5-2
PUNTS-Avg. 4-50.0 4-36.3
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 90 121
Punt Returns 1-3 2-12
Kickoff Returns 4-85 3-109
Interceptions 1-2 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 5-44 5-54
FUMBLES-Lost 2-1 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 30:04 29:56
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—L.A. Rams, Gurley 22-118, Brown 1-4, Goff 3-
(minus 6). Tennessee, Murray 15-48, Henry 8-25, Mariota 3-24. 

PASSING—L.A. Rams, Goff 22-38-0-301, Hekker 0-1-0-0.
Tennessee, Mariota 22-39-1-275. 

RECEIVING—L.A. Rams, Gurley 10-158, Kupp 4-65, Woods
3-33, Watkins 3-30, Higbee 2-15. Tennessee, Davis 6-91, Decker
6-73, Walker 3-33, Murray 3-11, Matthews 2-48, Smith 1-13,
Henry 1-6. 

PUNT RETURNS—L.A. Rams, Cooper 1-3. Tennessee, Jackson
2-12. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—L.A. Rams, Cooper 4-85. Tennessee,
Jackson 3-109. 

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—L.A. Rams, Hill 9-0-0, Joyner 6-0-0,
Johnson 5-2-0, Johnson 4-1-0, Littleton 3-4-1, Barwin 2-2-0,
Donald 2-0-0, Robey 2-0-0, Walker 2-0-0, Brockers 1-3-0,
Thompson 1-0-0, Ogletree 0-5-0, Quinn 0-1-0, Westbrooks 0-1-0,
Christian 0-1-0. Tennessee, Smith 6-1-0, Orakpo 5-1-0, Byard
4-1-0, Williamson 4-1-0, Casey 3-3-0, Brown 3-2-0, Woodyard
3-0-0, Williams 2-2-0, Walden 2-1-0, Cyprien 1-2-0, McCain
0-1-0, Johnson 0-1-0, Morgan 0-1-0, Dodd 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—L.A. Rams, Littleton 1-2. Tennessee, None. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS—L.A. Rams, Ficken 36. Tennessee,

Succop 45. 
OFFICIALS—Referee Walt Anderson, Ump Carl Paganelli, HL

Jerod Phillips, LJ Byron Boston, FJ John Jenkins, SJ Laird Hayes, BJ
Greg Wilson, Replay Billy Smith. 

REDSKINS 27, BRONCOS 11 

Denver 3 0 0 8 — 11
Washington 0 10 3 14 — 27

First Quarter
Den—FG McManus 31, 2:06. Drive: 10 plays, 33 yards, 5:55.

Key Plays: Booker 4 run on 3rd-and-2; Booker 5 run on 3rd-and-2;
Osweiler 2 pass to Booker on 3rd-and-4. Denver 3, Washington 0.
Second Quarter

Was—FG Hopkins 26, 6:15. Drive: 11 plays, 83 yards, 5:17. Key
Plays: Cousins 13 pass to Grant; Cousins 32 pass to Grant; Cousins
11 pass to V.Davis on 3rd-and-3. Denver 3, Washington 3.

Was—Crowder 15 pass from Cousins (Hopkins kick), 2:07. Drive:
5 plays, 38 yards, 2:26. Key Play: Bibbs 13 run. Washington 10,
Denver 3.
Third Quarter

Was—FG Hopkins 29, 3:30. Drive: 9 plays, 55 yards, 4:26. Key
Plays: Cousins 21 pass to Bibbs; Cousins 13 pass to Doctson;
Cousins 12 pass to Crowder. Washington 13, Denver 3.
Fourth Quarter

Was—Doctson 48 pass from Cousins (Hopkins kick), 12:07.
Drive: 5 plays, 77 yards, 2:41. Key Play: Perine 11 run. Washing-
ton 20, Denver 3.

Was—V.Davis 31 pass from Cousins (Hopkins kick), 4:21. Drive:
3 plays, 35 yards, 00:20. Washington 27, Denver 3.

Den—C.Anderson 5 run (C.Anderson pass from Osweiler), 1:18.
Drive: 11 plays, 75 yards, 3:03. Key Plays: Osweiler 8 pass to
De.Thomas; Osweiler 18 run on 4th-and-5; Booker 11 run;
Osweiler 14 pass to C.Anderson on 3rd-and-10; Osweiler 14 pass
to Traylor. Washington 27, Denver 11.

A—72,889. 
Den Was

FIRST DOWNS 18 19
Rushing 9 7
Passing 7 12
Penalty 2 0
THIRD DOWN EFF 5-17 5-13
FOURTH DOWN EFF 1-2 0-0
TOTAL NET YARDS 330 386
Total Plays 71 66
Avg Gain 4.6 5.8
NET YARDS RUSHING 159 87
Rushes 29 29
Avg per rush 5.5 3.0
NET YARDS PASSING 171 299
Sacked-Yds lost 4-22 0-0
Gross-Yds passing 193 299
Completed-Att. 22-38 19-37
Had Intercepted 1 1
Yards-Pass Play 4.1 8.1
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 3-2-1 6-5-4
PUNTS-Avg. 6-41.2 5-49.4
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 44 32
Punt Returns 3-18 1-3
Kickoff Returns 2-26 2-29
Interceptions 1-0 1-0
PENALTIES-Yds 3-30 6-35
FUMBLES-Lost 3-2 2-1
TIME OF POSSESSION 30:27 29:33
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Denver, Anderson 16-88, Booker 8-47, Osweiler
4-27, Henderson 1-(minus 3). Washington, Perine 17-53, Bibbs
7-26, Cousins 5-8. 

PASSING—Denver, Osweiler 22-38-1-193. Washington, Cousins
19-37-1-299. 

RECEIVING—Denver, Anderson 7-45, Booker 5-24, Thomas
4-52, Janovich 2-21, Taylor 1-22, Traylor 1-14, McKenzie 1-8,
Henderson 1-7. Washington, Grant 4-85, Crowder 4-47, Perine
3-21, Doctson 2-61, Davis 2-42, Bibbs 2-28, Quick 1-9, Sprinkle
1-6. 

PUNT RETURNS—Denver, Taylor 2-12, Fowler 1-6. Washington,
Crowder 1-3. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Denver, Booker 2-26. Washington, Paul
2-29. 

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Denver, Marshall 6-3-0, Davis 6-2-0,
Stewart 5-1-0, Barrett 4-1-0, Talib 3-2-0, Miller 3-1-0, Roby
2-1-0, Kerr 1-2-0, Parks 1-1-0, Carter 1-1-0, Peko 1-1-0, Harris
1-0-0, Harris 1-0-0, Mount 1-0-0, Thomas 0-2-0, Peko 0-1-0.
Washington, Vigil 12-2-0, Spaight 5-3-0, Smith 5-0-2, Norman
4-1-0, Kerrigan 3-1-2, Swearinger 3-1-0, Breeland 2-2-0, Harvey-
Clemons 2-2-0, Galette 2-1-0, Fuller 2-0-0, McGee 2-0-0, Francis
1-2-0, Everett 1-1-0, Robertson 1-0-0, Dunbar 1-0-0, Moreau
1-0-0, Hood 0-1-0, Ioannidis 0-1-0, Lanier 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Denver, Parks 1-0. Washington, Swearinger
1-0. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None. 
OFFICIALS—. 

SAINTS 23, FALCONS 13, OT 

Atlanta 0 0 3 10 0 — 13
New Orleans 3 10 7 3 0 — 23

First Quarter
NO—FG Lutz 40, 7:31. Drive: 8 plays, 40 yards, 4:04. Key Play:

Brees 25 pass to Kamara. New Orleans 3, Atlanta 0.
Second Quarter

NO—FG Lutz 29, 1:19. Drive: 16 plays, 68 yards, 8:21. Key
Plays: Kamara 15 run; Ginn 15 run; Brees 8 pass to Ginn on
3rd-and-6; Brees 7 pass to Ginn on 3rd-and-8; Ingram 1 run on
4th-and-1. New Orleans 6, Atlanta 0.

NO—Ginn 54 pass from Brees (Lutz kick), :14. Drive: 3 plays, 64
yards, 00:36. Key Play: Brees 10 pass to Kamara. New Orleans 13,
Atlanta 0.
Third Quarter

Atl—FG Bryant 37, 9:34. Drive: 7 plays, 29 yards, 2:23. Key
Plays: Ryan 10 pass to Hooper; Freeman 15 run on 3rd-and-1.
New Orleans 13, Atlanta 3.

NO—Ingram 26 run (Lutz kick), 2:52. Drive: 4 plays, 54 yards,
2:01. Key Play: Brees 24 pass to Thomas. New Orleans 20, Atlanta
3.
Fourth Quarter

Atl—FG Bryant 48, 10:18. Drive: 5 plays, 18 yards, 1:06. Key
Play: Ryan 15 pass to T.Coleman. New Orleans 20, Atlanta 6.

NO—FG Lutz 45, 3:38. Drive: 4 plays, 6 yards, 00:22. Key Plays:
A.Peat 10-yard offensive holding penalty; Brees 10 pass to
Thomas; Kamara 3 run on 3rd-and-7. New Orleans 23, Atlanta 6.

Atl—T.Coleman 14 pass from Ryan (Bryant kick), 2:40. Drive: 8
plays, 75 yards, 00:58. Key Plays: Ryan 37 pass to J.Jones on
4th-and-3; Ryan 10 pass to Hardy. New Orleans 23, Atlanta 13.

A—73,188. 
Atl NO

FIRST DOWNS 15 15
Rushing 4 5
Passing 11 9
Penalty 0 1
THIRD DOWN EFF 2-13 3-13
FOURTH DOWN EFF 1-2 1-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 331 315
Total Plays 61 60
Avg Gain 5.4 5.3
NET YARDS RUSHING 67 86
Rushes 20 31
Avg per rush 3.4 2.8
NET YARDS PASSING 264 229
Sacked-Yds lost 5-24 1-10
Gross-Yds passing 288 239
Completed-Att. 22-36 21-28
Had Intercepted 1 1
Yards-Pass Play 6.4 7.9
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 4-3-1 6-6-4
PUNTS-Avg. 5-46.8 6-44.7
Punts blocked. 0 0

FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 115 115
Punt Returns 3-29 4-43
Kickoff Returns 2-45 2-72
Interceptions 1-41 1-0
PENALTIES-Yds 10-91 3-30
FUMBLES-Lost 1-1 1-0
TIME OF POSSESSION 26:12 33:48
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Atlanta, Freeman 11-36, Gabriel 1-12, Coleman
6-12, Ryan 2-7. New Orleans, Ingram 13-44, Kamara 12-32, Ginn
2-14, Brees 4-(minus 4). 

PASSING—Atlanta, Ryan 22-36-1-288. New Orleans, Brees
21-28-1-239. 

RECEIVING—Atlanta, Jones 7-149, Coleman 4-40, Sanu 4-31,
Hooper 3-18, Freeman 2-20, Gabriel 1-20, Hardy 1-10. New
Orleans, Kamara 7-58, Ginn 4-76, Thomas 4-66, Ingram 3-22, Hill
2-11, Snead 1-6. 

PUNT RETURNS—Atlanta, Roberts 3-29. New Orleans, Lewis
4-43. 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Atlanta, Roberts 2-45. New Orleans,
Kamara 2-72. 

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Atlanta, Neal 8-2-0, Jones 8-2-0,
Poole 7-0-0, Jarrett 4-2-0, Trufant 3-0-0, Reed 2-2-0, Beasley
2-0-0, Alford 2-0-0, Campbell 1-2-0, Riley 1-1-0, Poe 1-1-0,
Upshaw 1-0-1, Allen 1-0-0, Clayborn 0-1-0, Ishmael 0-1-0. New
Orleans, Robertson 7-3-0, Lattimore 5-1-0, Williams 4-1-0,
Crawley 4-1-0, Te’o 3-1-0, Jordan 3-0-2, Rankins 2-2-1, Onyemata
2-1-.5, Davison 2-1-0, Bell 1-2-0, Johnson 1-1-1.5, Williams
1-0-0, Bush 1-0-0, Kikaha 0-2-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Atlanta, Jones 1-41. New Orleans, Lattimore
1-0. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—None. 
OFFICIALS—. 

SEAHAWKS 21, COWBOYS 12 

Seattle 0 7 7 7 — 21
Dallas 0 9 3 0 — 12

Second Quarter
Dal—FG Bailey 34, 14:11. Drive: 11 plays, 42 yards, 5:50. Key

Play: Elliott 4 run on 3rd-and-1. Dallas 3, Seattle 0.
Dal—FG Bailey 51, 5:48. Drive: 8 plays, 30 yards, 5:24. Key

Plays: G.Swaim 15-yard illegal crackback penalty on 3rd-and-2;
Prescott 1 run on 3rd-and-2; Prescott 8 pass to R.Smith. Dallas 6,
Seattle 0.

Sea—Graham 3 pass from R.Wilson (Walsh kick), 1:38. Drive: 5
plays, 43 yards, 2:24. Key Plays: R.Wilson 12 pass to M.Davis;
R.Wilson 14 run; J.Lewis 10-yard defensive pass interference
penalty. Seattle 7, Dallas 6.

Dal—FG Bailey 51, :03. Drive: 8 plays, 49 yards, 1:35. Key
Plays: Prescott 13 run; Prescott 17 pass to Williams. Dallas 9,
Seattle 7.
Third Quarter

Sea—Coleman 30 interception return (Walsh kick), 11:19.
Seattle 14, Dallas 9.

Dal—FG Bailey 39, 8:36. Drive: 5 plays, 44 yards, 2:43. Key
Play: J.Coleman 43-yard defensive pass interference penalty.
Seattle 14, Dallas 12.
Fourth Quarter

Sea—Baldwin 6 pass from R.Wilson (Walsh kick), 11:59. Drive:
13 plays, 79 yards, 6:25. Key Plays: R.Wilson 10 run on 3rd-
and-9; R.Wilson 20 pass to Baldwin on 3rd-and-7; Rawls 15 run;
C.Awuzie 10-yard face mask penalty. Seattle 21, Dallas 12.

A—92,150. 
Sea Dal

FIRST DOWNS 15 21
Rushing 5 7
Passing 7 10
Penalty 3 4
THIRD DOWN EFF 4-11 6-13
FOURTH DOWN EFF 0-0 1-1
TOTAL NET YARDS 136 283
Total Plays 54 68
Avg Gain 2.5 4.2
NET YARDS RUSHING 76 128
Rushes 30 30
Avg per rush 2.5 4.3
NET YARDS PASSING 60 155
Sacked-Yds lost 3-33 4-27
Gross-Yds passing 93 182
Completed-Att. 14-21 21-34
Had Intercepted 0 2
Yards-Pass Play 2.5 4.1
KICKOFFS-EndZone-TB 4-3-2 5-5-5
PUNTS-Avg. 7-46.1 2-50.0
Punts blocked. 0 0
FGs-PATs blocked 0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE 40 77
Punt Returns 1-9 5-32
Kickoff Returns 0-0 2-45
Interceptions 2-31 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds 11-142 7-75
FUMBLES-Lost 1-0 1-1
TIME OF POSSESSION 27:10 32:50
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Seattle, Wilson 9-29, Davis 15-25, Rawls 5-20,
Lockett 1-2. Dallas, Elliott 24-97, Prescott 4-21, Smith 2-10. 

PASSING—Seattle, Wilson 14-21-0-93. Dallas, Prescott
21-34-2-182. 

RECEIVING—Seattle, Baldwin 4-35, Davis 4-18, Richardson
2-21, Willson 2-9, Lockett 1-7, Graham 1-3. Dallas, Witten 5-39,
Williams 4-43, Elliott 4-21, Bryant 3-44, Smith 3-23, Beasley
2-12. 

PUNT RETURNS—Seattle, Lockett 1-9. Dallas, Switzer 5-32. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Seattle, None. Dallas, Switzer 2-45. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS—Seattle, Thomas 5-6-0, Wagner

5-3-0, Maxwell 5-0-0, Wright 4-2-0, Griffin 4-1-1, McDougald
4-1-0, Bennett 3-1-1, Jordan 3-0-1, Clark 2-2-1, Richardson
2-2-0, Coleman 2-1-0, Smith 2-0-0, Reed 1-1-0, Jackson 1-0-0,
Smith 0-1-0, Wilhoite 0-1-0. Dallas, Lee 7-7-0, Heath 3-0-0,
Awuzie 2-3-0, Hitchens 2-2-0, Crawford 2-1-0, Mayowa 2-0-1,
Lawrence 2-0-1, Charlton 2-0-1, Lewis 2-0-0, Wilson 1-2-0,
Collins 1-2-0, Jones 1-2-0, Jones 1-1-0, Woods 1-1-0, Ross 1-1-0,
Smith 0-1-0, Brown 0-1-0. 

INTERCEPTIONS—Seattle, Coleman 1-30, Wright 1-1. Dallas,
None. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Dallas, Bailey 34, Bailey 48. 
OFFICIALS—Referee John Hussey, Ump Tony Michalek, HL Jerry

Bergman, LJ Ron Marinucci, FJ Jimmy Buchanan, SJ Allen Baynes,
BJ Keith Ferguson, Replay Mike Wimmer. 

NFL Injury Report

Monday
PITTSBURGH STEELERS at HOUSTON TEXANS — STEELERS: DNP:
WR Antonio Brown (calf), LB James Harrison (illness). LIMITED: G
Ramon Foster (concussion), CB Coty Sensabaugh (shoulder). FULL:
CB Joe Haden (fibula), LB Tyler Matakevich (shoulder), TE Vance
McDonald (shoulder). TEXANS: DNP: G Jeff Allen (concussion), T
Kendall Lamm (concussion), LB LaTroy Lewis (shoulder), QB Tom
Savage (concussion). LIMITED: LB Jadeveon Clowney (knee, neck),
DE Joel Heath (knee), WR DeAndre Hopkins (toe), LB Jelani Jenkins
(concussion), LB Brian Peters (illness), G Xavier Su’a-Filo (groin).
FULL: T Julien Davenport (shoulder), S Kurtis Drummond (ankle), G
Greg Mancz (knee), WR Braxton Miller (concussion), DE Carlos
Watkins (knee), QB T.J. Yates (knee). 
OAKLAND RAIDERS at PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — RAIDERS:
Practice Not Complete. EAGLES: (Philadelphia conducted a
walk-through on Friday. The Friday practice report is an estima-
tion.) LIMITED: DE Derek Barnett (groin), CB Jalen Mills (ankle), G
Stefen Wisniewski (ankle). FULL: LB Mychal Kendricks (foot), CB
Patrick Robinson (concussion), G Chance Warmack hamstring) 
NFL Calendar
Dec. 31 — Regular season ends. 
Jan. 6-7 — Wild-card playoffs. 
Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs. 
Jan. 21 — Conference championships. 
Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis. 
Feb. 20 — First day for clubs to designate franchise or transition
players. 
Feb. 27-March 5 — NFL comine in Indianapolis. 
March 6 — Deadline for clubs to designate franchise or transition
players. 
March 14 — 2018 league calendar begins, free agency opens,
trades allowed. 
March 25-28 — Annual league meeting, Orlando. 
April 2 — Clubs that hired a new head coach after the end of the
2017 regular season may begin offseason workouts. 
April 16 — Clubs with returning head coaches may begin offseason
workout programs. 

NFL FOOTBALL
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SPORTS STATS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Boston 27 9 .750 — 5-5 W-1 14-4 13-5 17-7

Toronto 23 8 .742 11⁄2 9-1 W-6 12-1 11-7 12-4

New York 17 15 .531 8 6-4 L-1 15-5 2-10 9-11

Philadelphia 14 18 .438 11 1-9 L-5 7-9 7-9 6-9

Brooklyn 12 20 .375 13 4-6 L-1 7-10 5-10 6-11

Southeast W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Washington 18 15 .545 — 6-4 W-1 10-6 8-9 8-8

Miami 17 16 .515 1 6-4 L-1 7-8 10-8 10-8

Charlotte 12 21 .364 6 3-7 W-1 10-9 2-12 7-13

Orlando 11 23 .324 71⁄2 1-9 L-8 6-9 5-14 6-13

Atlanta 8 25 .242 10 3-7 W-1 5-11 3-14 5-18

Central W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Cleveland 24 9 .727 — 8-2 W-1 14-4 10-5 18-7

Indiana 19 14 .576 5 7-3 W-2 11-7 8-7 14-8

Detroit 18 14 .563 51⁄2 4-6 W-1 10-5 8-9 11-9

Milwaukee 17 14 .548 6 5-5 L-1 11-5 6-9 7-9

Chicago 10 22 .313 131⁄2 7-3 L-2 7-8 3-14 9-10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Houston 25 6 .806 — 8-2 L-2 13-5 12-1 14-4

San Antonio 23 11 .676 31⁄2 7-3 W-1 15-2 8-9 13-7

New Orleans 17 16 .515 9 5-5 W-2 8-7 9-9 9-12

Memphis 10 23 .303 16 2-8 W-1 7-12 3-11 9-12

Dallas 9 25 .265 171⁄2 2-8 L-2 7-11 2-14 6-16

Northwest W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Minnesota 20 13 .606 — 7-3 W-3 11-6 9-7 17-6

Oklahoma City 18 15 .545 2 7-3 W-4 12-4 6-11 10-9

Denver 18 15 .545 2 5-5 W-2 11-3 7-12 9-10

Portland 17 16 .515 3 4-6 W-1 7-10 10-6 9-10

Utah 15 19 .441 51⁄2 2-8 L-1 12-6 3-13 9-10

Pacific W L Pct GB L10 Str Home Away Conf

Golden State 26 7 .788 — 9-1 L-1 12-4 14-3 14-5

L.A. Clippers 13 19 .406 121⁄2 5-5 L-1 7-7 6-12 9-11

L.A. Lakers 11 20 .355 14 3-7 L-2 6-9 5-11 5-13

Sacramento 11 21 .344 141⁄2 4-6 L-1 5-8 6-13 7-9

Phoenix 12 23 .343 15 3-7 L-1 5-13 7-10 7-13

NBA BASKETBALL

FRIDAY’S GAMES

Detroit 104, New York 101

New Orleans 111, Orlando 97

Brooklyn 119, Washington 84

L.A. Clippers 128, Houston 118

Miami 113, Dallas 101

Milwaukee 109, Charlotte 104

Oklahoma City 120, Atlanta 117

Denver 102, Portland 85

Golden State 113, L.A. Lakers 106

SATURDAY’S GAMES

Toronto 102, Philadelphia 86

Charlotte 111, Milwaukee 106

Indiana 123, Brooklyn 119 (OT)

Washington 130, Orlando 103

Atlanta 112, Dallas 107

Boston 117, Chicago 92

Memphis 115, L.A. Clippers 112

New Orleans 109, Miami 94

Oklahoma City 103, Utah 89

Denver 96, Golden State 81

Minnesota 115, Phoenix 106

Portland 95, L.A. Lakers 92

San Antonio 108, Sacramento 99

SUNDAY

No games scheduled

MONDAY’S GAMES

Philadelphia at New York, 9 a.m.

Cleveland at Golden State, noon

Washington at Boston, 2:30 p.m.

Houston at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.

Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY’S GAMES

Indiana at Detroit, 4 p.m.

Toronto at Dallas, 4 p.m.

Orlando at Miami, 4:30 p.m.

Chicago at Milwaukee, 5 p.m.

Brooklyn at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.

Memphis at Phoenix, 6 p.m.

Utah at Denver, 6 p.m.

Sacramento at L.A. Clippers, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES

Boston at Charlotte, 4 p.m.

Dallas at Indiana, 4 p.m.

Washington at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.

Brooklyn at New Orleans, 5 p.m.

Denver at Minnesota, 5 p.m.

New York at Chicago, 5 p.m.

Toronto at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m.

Cleveland at Sacramento, 7 p.m.

Memphis at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m.

Utah at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.

DEC. 25

1956 — Corky Devlin of Fort Wayne
goes 0-for-15 from the field against the
Minneapolis Lakers to tie an NBA record.

1971 — Garo Yepremian’s 37-yard field
goal at 7:40 of the second overtime gives
the Miami Dolphins a 27-24 victory over
the Kansas City Chiefs in the first round of
the AFC playoffs. At 82:40, it’s the longest
game in NFL history.

1984 — Bernard King of the New York
Knicks scores 60 points in a 120-114 loss

to the New Jersey Nets.
1995 — Emmitt Smith of the Dallas

Cowboys scores his 25th touchdown of the
season in a 37-13 win over Arizona,
breaking the record for most TDs in a
season. Smith passes John Riggins of
Washington, who scored 24 in 1983.

1999 — Hawaii beats Oregon 23-17 in
the Oahu Bowl to cap a remarkable
turnaround for the Rainbow Warriors.
Hawaii improves from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4
— the greatest single-season improvement

in NCAA history.
2002 — Katie Hnida becomes the first

woman to play in a Division I football
game when she attempts an extra point
following a New Mexico touchdown in the
Las Vegas Bowl. Hnida, a walk-on junior,
has her kick blocked in the 27-13 loss to
UCLA.

2008 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat
Boston to end the Celtics’ franchise-record
winning streak at 19 games. Kobe Bryant
scores 27 points and grabs nine rebounds

to lead Los Angeles in the 92-83 win.
Lakers coach Phil Jackson reaches 1,000
victories. Jackson, the sixth coach to reach
1,000, has a career record of 1,000-423
with Chicago and the Lakers.

2008 — New Orleans guard Chris Paul
has his NBA-record steals streak end at
108 games in the Hornets’ 88-68 loss to
Orlando.

2012 — The Los Angeles Clippers extend
their franchise-record winning streak to 14
games with a 112-100 win over the

Denver Nuggets. The Clippers claim the
NBA’s best record at 22-6 in the finale of a
Christmas Day doubleheader at Staples
Center. In the first game, Kobe Bryant
scores 34 points in his NBA-record 15th
Christmas Day game to lead the Lakers to
a 100-94 win over the New York Knicks
100-94.

2016 — Ben Roethlisberger shakes off a
pair of interceptions to throw two late
touchdowns, including a 4-yard strike to
Antonio Brown with 9 seconds remaining

to lift the Steelers to a 31-27 victory over
the Baltimore Ravens. Brown catches
Roethlisberger’s pass just short of the goal
line and stretches the ball into the end
zone with his left hand to cap a wild fourth
quarter and give Pittsburgh the AFC North
title. The win is the 600th regular-season
victory in franchise history. Roethlisberger
also becomes the 10th player in NFL
history to throw for at least 300 career
touchdowns.

THIS DAY IN SPORTS HISTORY

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic GP W L OT Pts GF GA Home Away Div

Tampa Bay 35 26 7 2 54 133 87 15-2-1 11-5-1 6-2-0

Toronto 37 22 14 1 45 122 104 11-5-0 11-9-1 5-2-1

Boston 34 19 10 5 43 101 89 12-5-3 7-5-2 4-1-2

Montreal 36 16 16 4 36 98 114 9-7-3 7-9-1 8-2-1

Florida 36 15 16 5 35 103 119 8-6-3 7-10-2 5-3-1

Detroit 35 13 15 7 33 96 113 6-6-6 7-9-1 4-8-2

Ottawa 34 11 15 8 30 92 114 6-6-5 5-9-3 3-4-2

Buffalo 36 9 20 7 25 78 120 5-10-2 4-10-5 3-5-2

Metropolitan GP W L OT Pts GF GA Home Away Div

New Jersey 35 21 9 5 47 113 103 11-5-2 10-4-3 3-3-0

Columbus 37 22 13 2 46 105 99 14-6-0 8-7-2 8-5-1

Washington 37 22 13 2 46 114 107 14-5-0 8-8-2 5-3-0

N.Y. Rangers 36 19 13 4 42 117 104 14-6-3 5-7-1 5-4-3

N.Y. Islanders 36 19 13 4 42 130 127 11-3-3 8-10-1 5-4-1

Carolina 35 16 12 7 39 99 109 8-4-3 8-8-4 3-3-2

Pittsburgh 37 18 16 3 39 104 118 11-6-1 7-10-2 5-2-0

Philadelphia 36 15 13 8 38 99 103 8-7-4 7-6-4 1-0-4

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central GP W L OT Pts GF GA Home Away Div

St. Louis 38 23 13 2 48 113 94 12-7-0 11-6-2 6-2-1

Nashville 35 21 9 5 47 116 99 11-4-2 10-5-3 8-2-2

Winnipeg 37 20 11 6 46 121 105 12-3-1 8-8-5 7-3-1

Dallas 37 20 14 3 43 110 106 12-4-1 8-10-2 6-8-0

Chicago 35 17 13 5 39 103 94 10-5-2 7-8-3 4-6-2

Minnesota 36 18 15 3 39 102 106 10-4-2 8-11-1 4-6-0

Colorado 35 17 15 3 37 112 113 10-6-1 7-9-2 4-5-1

Pacific GP W L OT Pts GF GA Home Away Div

Vegas 34 23 9 2 48 119 100 15-2-1 8-7-1 9-1-0

Los Angeles 37 22 11 4 48 109 85 11-5-2 11-6-2 3-4-2

San Jose 34 19 11 4 42 95 84 11-6-2 8-5-2 7-2-3

Anaheim 37 16 13 8 40 101 108 8-7-3 8-6-5 3-2-4

Calgary 36 18 15 3 39 101 106 9-11-0 9-4-3 6-4-0

Edmonton 36 17 17 2 36 108 113 8-10-0 9-7-2 5-1-0

Vancouver 37 15 17 5 35 98 121 6-10-3 9-7-2 4-6-1

Arizona 38 8 25 5 21 85 133 4-12-1 4-13-4 1-5-3

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. 

NHL HOCKEY

FRIDAY’S GAMES

Buffalo 4, Philadelphia 2

Florida 4, Minnesota 2

Montreal 3, Calgary 2

Arizona 3, Washington 2 (OT)

SATURDAY’S GAMES

Boston 3, Detroit 1

N.Y. Islanders 5, Winnipeg 2

Edmonton 4, Montreal 1

Anaheim 4, Pittsburgh 0

New Jersey 4, Chicago 1

Tampa Bay 3, Minnesota 0

Florida 1, Ottawa 0

Carolina 4, Buffalo 2

Columbus 2, Philadelphia 1, SO

Toronto 3, N.Y. Rangers 2

Colorado 6, Arizona 2

Dallas 4, Nashville 3, SO

Vegas 3, Washington 0

San Jose 2, Los Angeles 0

St. Louis 3, Vancouver 1

SUNDAY-TUESDAY

No games scheduled

FREE AGENTS
SIGNINGS
The 26 free agents who have signed, with
name, position, former club if different,
and contract. The contract information
was obtained by The Associated Press from
player and management sources. For
players with minor league contracts, letter
agreements for major league contracts are
in parentheses: 
AMERICAN LEAGUE

BOSTON (1) — Re-signed Mitch More-
land, 1b, to a $13 million, two-year
contract.

CHICAGO (1) — Signed Welington
Castillo, c, Baltimore, to a $15 million,
two-year contract.

HOUSTON (1) — Signed Joe Smith, rhp,
Cleveland, to a $15 million, two-year
contract.

LOS ANGELES (1) — Signed Zack Cozart,
inf, Cincinnati, to a $38 million, three-year
contract.

MINNESOTA (2) — Signed Michael
Pineda, rhp, New York Yankees, to a $10
million, two-year contract; signed Fernan-

do Rodney, rhp, Arizona, to a $4.5 million,
one-year contract.

OAKLAND (1) — Signed Yusmeiro Petit,
rhp, Los Angeles Angels, to a $10 million,
two-year contract.

SEATTLE (2) — Re-signed Hisashi
Iwakuma, rhp, to a minor league contract
($2.5 million); signed Juan Nicasio, rhp, St.
Louis, to a $17 million, two-year contract.

TEXAS (3) — Signed Doug Fister, rhp,
Boston, to a $4 million, one-year contract;
re-signed Tony Barnette, rhp, to a $1.5
million, one-year contract; signed Mike
Minor, lhp, Kansas City, to a $28 million,
three-year contract.
NATIONAL LEAGUE

CHICAGO (3) — Signed Tyler Chatwood,
rhp, Colorado, to a $38 million, three-year
contract; signed Brandon Morrow, rhp, Los
Angeles Dodgers, to a $21 million,
two-year contract; signed Steve Cishek,
rhp, Tampa Bay, to a $13 million, two-year
contract.

COLORADO (3) — Signed Chris Iannetta,
c, Arizona, to an $8.5 million, two-year
contract; re-signed Jake McGee, lhp, to a
$27 million, three-year contract; signed
Bryan Shaw, rhp, Cleveland, to a $27
million, three-year contract.

NEW YORK (2) — Signed Jose Lobaton,

c, Washington, to a minor league contract
($1.25 million); signed Anthony Swarzak,
rhp, Milwaukee, to a $14 million, two-year
contract.

PHILADELPHIA (3) — Signed Tommy
Hunter, rhp, Tampa Bay, to an $18 million,
two-year contract; signed Pat Neshek, rhp,
Colorado, to a $16.25 million, two-year
contract; signed Carlos Santana, 1b,
Cleveland, to a $60 million, three-year
contract.

ST. LOUIS (1) — Signed Luke Gregerson,
rhp, Houston, to an $11 million, two-year
contract.

SAN DIEGO (1) — Re-signed Jordan
Lyles, rhp, to a $1 million, one-year
contract.

SAN FRANCISCO (1) — Re-signed Nick
Hundley, c, to a $2.5 million, one-year
contract.

REMAINING FREE AGENTS

The 140 remaining free agents (q-rejected
qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE

BALTIMORE (9) — Pedro Alvarez; dh-1b;
Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; J.J.
Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ubaldo
Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, lhp; Seth Smith,

of; Chris Tillman, rhp.
BOSTON (6) — Fernando Abad, lhp;

Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Eduardo
Nunez, inf; Addison Reed, rhp; Chris
Young, of.

CHICAGO (2) — Mike Pelfrey, rhp;
Geovany Soto c.

CLEVELAND (4) — Craig Breslow, lhp;
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of; Boone
Logan, lhp.

DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp.
HOUSTON (4) — Carlos Beltran, dh; Tyler

Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, lhp;
Cameron Maybin, of.

KANSAS CITY (8) — Melky Cabrera, of;
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of;
Alcides Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, 1b;
q-Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp;
Jason Vargas, lhp.

LOS ANGELES (10) — Andrew Bailey,
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 3b;
Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; Cliff
Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 2b; Ben
Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; Huston
Street, rhp.

MINNESOTA (5) — Matt Belisle, rhp;
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen
Perkins, lhp; Hector Santiago, lhp.

NEW YORK (4) — Todd Frazier, 3b; Jaime
Garcia, lhp; Matt Holliday, dh; CC Sabathia,

lhp.
OAKLAND (0)
SEATTLE (6) — Yonder Alonso, 1b;

Gordon Beckham, inf; Jarrod Dyson, of;
Yovani Gallardo, rhp; Carlos Ruiz, c; Danny
Valencia, 1b-3b.

TAMPA BAY (7) — Peter Bourjos, of;
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, 1b; Logan
Morrison, 1b; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp.

TEXAS (5) — Andrew Cashner, rhp;
Carlos Gomez, of; Miguel Gonzalez, rhp;
Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike Napoli, 1b.

TORONTO (5) — Brett Anderson, lhp;
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of;
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, of.
NATIONAL LEAGUE

ARIZONA (5) — Gregor Blanco, of; Jorge
De La Rosa, lhp; David Hernandez, rhp; J.D.
Martinez of; Adam Rosales, inf.

ATLANTA (2) — R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason
Motte, rhp.

CHICAGO (8) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; Alex
Avila, c; q-Wade Davis, rhp; Brian Duens-
ing, lhp; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp;
Rene Rivera, c; Koji Uehara, rhp.

CINCINNATI (3) — Bronson Arroyo, rhp;
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp.

COLORADO (6) — Alexi Amarista, inf;
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c;

q-Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c;
Mark Reynolds, 1b.

LOS ANGELES (6) — Yu Darvish, rhp;
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of;
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b;
Tony Watson, lhp.

MIAMI (4) — Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis,
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, of.

MILWAUKEE (2) — Matt Garza, rhp; Neil
Walker, 2b.

NEW YORK (1) — Jose Reyes, inf.
PHILADELPHIA (4) — Andres Blanco,

inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, of;
Daniel Nava, of.

PITTSBURGH (3) — Joaquin Benoit, rhp;
John Jaso, 1b; Chris Stewart, c.

ST. LOUIS (3) — Zach Duke, lhp; q-Lance
Lynn, rhp; Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp.

SAN DIEGO (3) — Erick Aybar, ss;
Jhoulys Chacin, rhp; Craig Stammen, rhp.

SAN FRANCISCO (3) — Matt Cain, rhp;
Jae-Gynn Hwang, 1b-3b; Michael Morse,
ib-of.

WASHINGTON (11) — Matt Albers, rhp;
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of;
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp;
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Brandon Kintzler,
rhp; Adam Lind, 1b; Oliver Perez, lhp; Ryan
Raburn, of; Jayson Werth of.

BASEBALL

HOCKEY

National Hockey League
LOS ANGELES KINGS — Assigned D Kevin
Gravel and G Jack Campbell to Ontario
(AHL). 

COLLEGE

ARIZONA STATE — Named Danny Gonzales
defensive coordinator. 

TRANSACTIONS
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SPORTS STATS

FBS (DIVISION I)
SATURDAY, DEC. 16
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta
NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14
New Orleans Bowl
Troy 50, North Texas 30
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla.
Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17
Las Vegas Bowl
Boise State 38, Oregon 28
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque
Marshall 31, Colorado State 28
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala.
Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30
TUESDAY’S RESULT
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl
FAU 50, Akron 3
WEDNESDAY’S RESULT
Frisco (Texas) Bowl
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10
THURSDAY’S RESULTS
Gasparilla Bowl, St. Petersburg, Fla.
Temple 28, Florida International 3
FRIDAY’S RESULTS
Bahamas Bowl, Nassau
Ohio 41, UAB 6

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl, Boise
Wyoming 37, Cent. Michigan 14
SATURDAY’S RESULTS
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas
Army 42, San Diego State 35
Dollar General Bowl, Mobile, Ala.
Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0
SUNDAY’S RESULT
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu
Fresno State 33, Houston 27
TUESDAY’S GAMES
Heart of Dallas Bowl
West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6), 10:30
a.m. (ESPN)
Quick Lane Bowl, Detroit
Northern Illinois (8-4) vs. Duke (6-6), 2:15
p.m. (ESPN)
Cactus Bowl, Phoenix
Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6), 6 p.m.
(ESPN)
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La.
Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida State
(6-6), 10:30 a.m. (ESPN)
Pinstripe Bowl, Bronx, N.Y.
Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5), 2:15
p.m. (ESPN)

Foster Farms Bowl, Santa Clara, Calif.
Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6), 5:30 p.m.
(FOX)
Texas Bowl, Houston
Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5), 6 p.m.
(ESPN)
THURSDAY, DEC. 28
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md.
Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-5), 10:30 a.m.
(ESPN)
Camping World Bowl, Orlando, Fla.
Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech
(9-3), 2:15 p.m. (ESPN)
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio
Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3), 6 p.m.
(ESPN)
Holiday Bowl, San Diego
Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan State
(9-3), 6 p.m. (FOX)
FRIDAY, DEC. 29
Belk Bowl, Charlotte, N.C.
Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5), 10
a.m. (ESPN)
Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas
NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5), 12
p.m. (CBS)
Music City Bowl, Nashville, Tenn.
Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3),
1:30 p.m. (ESPN)

Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz.
New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State
(6-6), 2:30 p.m. (CBSSN)
Cotton Bowl Classic, Arlington, Texas
Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2),
5:30 p.m. (ESPN)
SATURDAY, DEC. 30
TaxSlayer Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla.
Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4),
9 a.m. (ESPN)
Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn.
Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2),
9:30 a.m. (ABC)
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz.
Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2),
1 p.m. (ESPN)
Orange Bowl, Miami Gardens, Fla.
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2), 5 p.m.
(ESPN)
MONDAY, JAN. 1
Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla.
Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4),
9 a.m. (ESPN2)
Peach Bowl, Atlanta
UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3), 9:30 a.m.
(ESPN)
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla.
Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3), 10 a.m.
(ABC)

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal), Pasadena
Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1), 2:10
p.m. (ESPN)
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal), New Orleans
Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1), 5:45
p.m. (ESPN)
MONDAY, JAN. 8
College Football Championship, Atlanta
Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner, 5
p.m. (ESPN)
SATURDAY, JAN. 20
East-West Shrine Classic, St. Petersburg
East vs. West, 12 p.m. (NFLN)
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl, Carson, Calif.
American vs. National, 1 p.m. (FS1)
SATURDAY, JAN. 27
Senior Bowl, Mobile, Ala.
North vs. South, 11:30 a.m. (NFLN)

FCS (I-AA) PLAYOFFS
FIRST ROUND
Saturday, Nov. 25
Furman 28, Elon 27
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31

Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10
SECOND ROUND
Saturday, Dec. 2
James Madison 26, Stony Brook 7
Kennesaw State 17, Jacksonville State 7
Wofford 28, Furman 10
S. Dakota St. 37, N. Iowa 22
New Hampshire 21, Central Arkansas 15
Sam Houston St. 54, South Dakota 42
N. Dakota St. 38, San Diego 3
Weber State 30, Southern Utah 13
QUARTERFINALS
Friday’s results
James Madison 31, Weber State 28
Saturday’s results
North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10
South Dakota State 56, New Hampshire 14
Sam Houston St. 34, Kennesaw St. 27
SEMIFINALS
Friday’s game
North Dakota State 55, Sam Houston State
13
Saturday’s game
James Madison 51, South Dakota State 16
CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday, Jan. 6
At Toyota Stadium, Frisco, Texas
North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James
Madison (14-0), 9 a.m.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
TOP 25
No. 5 North Carolina 86, Ohio St. 72
New Mexico St. 63, No. 6 Miami (Fla.) 54
UCLA 83, No. 7 Kentucky 75
No. 10 West Virginia 86, Fordham 69
No. 21 Tennessee 79, Wake Forest 60
No. 23 Seton Hall 74, Manhattan 62
EAST
Boston College 78, Richmond 73 (OT) 
CCSU 76, Mass.-Lowell 73 
George Washington 58, Harvard 48 
Georgetown 89, Alabama A&M 49 
Niagara 89, Cornell 86 
Seton Hall 74, Manhattan 62 
St. Peter’s 71, St. Francis Brooklyn 68 
West Virginia 86, Fordham 69
MIDWEST
Dayton 79, Wagner 67
Illinois 70, Missouri 64
Illinois St. 72, Evansville 66
Minnesota 95, FAU 60
Toledo 77, Cleveland St. 62
UIC 84, Trinity Christian 45
Wisconsin 81, Green Bay 60
FAR WEST
BYU 73, Texas Southern 52 
Colorado St. 68, Long Beach St. 66 

Hawaii 79, Davidson 71 
Idaho St. 67, CS Northridge 55 
NC A&T 74, Lamar 70 
New Mexico St. 63, Miami 54 
Princeton 64, Akron 62 
Radford 72, UC Davis 62 
S. Illinois 74, Duquesne 64 
S.F. 66, Nevada 64 
Seattle 95, Nicholls 89 
Southern Cal 89, Middle Tennessee 84 
UC Santa Barbara 82, Sacramento St. 72 

SUNDAY
No games scheduled

MONDAY
No games scheduled

TUESDAY
No games scheduled

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
EAST
Butler at Georgetown, 3:30 p.m.
E. Michigan at Syracuse, 4 p.m.
Delaware St. at Penn, 4 p.m.
Florida Gulf Coast at Rhode Island, 4 p.m.
SOUTH
Limestone at South Carolina, noon
Coppin St. at Georgia Tech, 4:30 p.m.
MIDWEST
Villanova at DePaul, 4:30 p.m.
Xavier at Marquette, 5:30 p.m.
Chicago St. at Wisconsin, 6 p.m.
SOUTHWEST
CS Bakersfield at Arkansas, 5 p.m.
UCF at SMU, 6 p.m.
FAR WEST
Morgan St. vs. Grand Canyon at Las Vegas,
Nev., 5 p.m.
San Diego St. at Wyoming, 6 p.m.
San Jose St. at Utah St., 6 p.m.
Air Force at New Mexico, 6 p.m.
Colorado St. at Boise St., 6:30 p.m.
San Diego Christian at CS Northridge, 7
p.m.
Nevada at Fresno St., 7 p.m.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

FRIDAY’S RESULTS
TOP 25
No. 1 UConn 104, Duquesne 52
No. 10 Oregon 85, Hawaii 44
No. 16 Missouri 72, Illinois 55
EAST
Brown 92, Boston U. 68 
Delaware 71, Loyola (Md.) 38 
George Washington 59, Monmouth (NJ)
45 
Niagara 81, Colgate 44 
Penn 84, Rhode Island 66 
UConn 104, Duquesne 52 
MIDWEST
Gustavus 79, Coe 45 
Loyola of Chicago 57, UIC 55 
Minnesota 101, UC Riverside 75 
Missouri 72, Illinois 55 
Northwestern 74, E. Illinois 40 
Olivet 80, Calumet 74 
Siena Heights 80, Alma 56 
Washington St. 73, Nebraska 61 
Xavier 70, Florida A&M 52 
SOUTH
Brescia 105, St. Mary of the Woods 90 
High Point 75, W. Carolina 69 
Michigan St. 83, MVSU 64 
N. Kentucky 57, ETSU 45 

Samford 82, Troy 76 
Tulane 67, UTEP 56 
SOUTHWEST
SMU 65, McNeese St. 59 
Tulsa 68, Arkansas St. 58 
FAR WEST
Abilene Christian 74, Old Dominion 60 
BYU 75, Montana St. 54 
Oakland 69, Ark.-Pine Bluff 37 
Oregon 85, Hawaii 44 
Radford 69, Towson 66 
Syracuse 69, UNLV 55 
UC Irvine 84, Seattle 79 
UC Santa Barbara 77, San Diego St. 64 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
St. Francis (Ind.) 91, Indiana-East 82
Cal St.-Fullerton 73, Utah Valley 36

SUNDAY
No games scheduled

MONDAY
No games scheduled

TUESDAY
No games scheduled

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
SOUTH
Delaware St. at Florida, 11 a.m.
Sam Houston St. at LSU, 4:30 p.m.

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

HAWAII BOWL

FRESNO ST. 33, HOUSTON
27 

Fresno St. 0 13 7 13 — 33
Houston 7 3 10 7 — 27

First Quarter
HOU—E.Oliver 1 run (Novikoff kick),

11:35
Second Quarter

FRE—McMaryion 1 run (Camacho kick),
14:13

FRE—FG Camacho 27, 9:45
HOU—FG Novikoff 31, 7:17
FRE—FG Camacho 38, :00

Third Quarter
HOU—FG Novikoff 31, 7:17
FRE—McMaryion 6 run (Camacho kick),

4:21
HOU— (Novikoff kick)

Fourth Quarter
FRE—FG Camacho 26, 13:56
FRE—FG Camacho 33, 6:00
FRE—Bryant 44 interception return

(Camacho kick), 3:49
HOU—Bonner 2 pass from King (Novi-

koff kick), :45
FRE HOU

First downs 26 17

Rushes-yards 39-131 30-72
Passing 342 269
Comp-Att-Int 33-49-1 23-43-1
Return Yards 85 46
Punts-Avg. 3-45.66 5-43.2
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 7-52 6-44
Time of Possession 33:16 26:44
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Fresno St., Hokit 11-64,
McMaryion 9-50, Mims 8-18, Rivers 6-7,
Scott 1-2, O’Neal 1-(minus 3), (Team)
3-(minus 7). Houston, King 9-38, Car
7-16, Catalon 11-16, Leday 1-3, E.Oliver
1-1, Bonner 1-(minus 2).

PASSING—Fresno St., Hokit 0-1-0-0,
McMaryion 33-48-1-342. Houston, King
23-43-1-269.

RECEIVING—Fresno St., K.Johnson
8-95, Ja.Rice 6-84, Jordan 6-80, Scott
4-23, Mims 3-24, Riddering 2-10, Rivers
2-8, Grim 1-9, Hokit 1-9. Houston, Dunbar
10-197, Bonner 7-39, Lark 4-30, Car 1-4,
Catalon 1-(minus 1).

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Fresno St.,
Camacho 56, Camacho 24. Houston,
Novikoff 45.

PAST WINNERS

Dec. 24, 2017 — Fresno State 33,
Houston 27
Dec. 24, 2016 — Hawaii 52, Middle
Tennessee 35

Dec. 24, 2015 — San Diego St. 42,
Cincinnati 7
Dec. 24, 2014 — Rice 30, Fresno St. 6
Dec. 24, 2013 — Oregon St. 38, Boise St.
23
Dec. 24, 2012 — SMU 43, Fresno St. 10
Dec. 24, 2011 — Southern Miss. 24,
Nevada 17
Dec. 24, 2010 — Tulsa 62, Hawaii 35
Dec. 24, 2009 — SMU 45, Nevada 10
Dec. 24, 2008 — Notre Dame 49, Hawaii
21
Dec. 23, 2007 — East Carolina 41, Boise
St. 38
Dec. 24, 2006 — Hawaii 41, Arizona St.
24
Dec. 24, 2005 — Nevada 49, UCF 48, OT
Dec. 25, 2004 — Hawaii 59, UAB 40
Dec. 25, 2003 — Hawaii 54, Houston 48,
3OT
Dec. 25, 2002 — Tulane 36, Hawaii 28

FRESNO STATE BOWL
HISTORY

Record: 11-13
Dec. 24, 2017 Hawaii Bowl — Fresno State
33, Houston 27
Dec. 24, 2014 Hawaii Bowl—Rice 30,
Fresno State 6
Dec. 21, 2013 Las Vegas Bowl—Southern
Cal 45, Fresno St. 20
Dec. 24, 2012 Hawaii Bowl—SMU 43,
Fresno St. 10

Dec. 18, 2010 Humanitarian Bowl—
Northern Illinois 40, Fresno St. 17
Dec. 19, 2009 New Mexico Bowl—
Wyoming 35, Fresno St. 28, 2OT
Dec. 20, 2008 New Mexico Bowl—
Colorado St. 40, Fresno St. 35
Dec. 31, 2007 Humanitarian Bowl—Fresno
St. 40, Georgia Tech 28
Dec. 31, 2005 Liberty Bowl—Tulsa 31,
Fresno St. 24
Dec. 27, 2004 MPC Computers Bowl—
Fresno St. 37, Virginia 34, OT
Dec. 30, 2003 Silicon Valley Classic—
Fresno St. 17, UCLA 9
Dec. 31, 2002 Silicon Valley Classic—
Fresno St. 30, Georgia Tech 21
Dec. 31, 2001 Silicon Valley Classic—
Michigan St. 44, Fresno St. 35
Dec. 31, 2000 Silicon Valley Classic—Air
Force 37, Fresno St. 34
Dec. 18, 1999 Las Vegas Bowl—Utah 17,
Fresno St. 16
Dec. 25, 1993 Aloha Bowl—Colorado 41,
Fresno St. 30
Dec. 29, 1992 Freedom Bowl—Fresno St.
24, Southern Cal 7
Dec. 14, 1991 California Bowl—Bowling
Green 28, Fresno St. 21
Dec. 9, 1989 California Bowl—Fresno St.
27, Ball St. 6
Dec. 10, 1988 California Bowl—Fresno St.
35, Western Michigan 30
Dec. 14, 1985 California Bowl—Fresno St.
51, Bowling Green 7

Dec. 18, 1982 California Bowl—Fresno St.
29, Bowling Green 28
Nov. 23, 1961 Mercy Bowl—Fresno St. 26,
Bowling Green 6
Jan. 1, 1946 Raisin Bowl—Drake 13,
Fresno St. 12

HOUSTON BOWL
HISTORY

Record: 11-14-1
Dec. 24, 2017 Hawaii Bowl — Fresno State
33, Houston 27
Dec. 17, 2016 Las Vegas Bowl — San
Diego St. 34, Houston 10
Dec. 31, 2015 Peach Bowl — Houston 38,
Florida St. 24
Jan. 2, 2015 Armed Forces Bowl —
Houston 35, Pittsburgh 34
Jan. 4, 2014 BBVA Compass Bowl —
Vanderbilt 41, Houston 24
Jan. 2, 2012 TicketCity Bowl — Houston
30, Penn St. 14
Dec. 31, 2009 Armed Forces Bowl — Air
Force 47, Houston 20
Dec. 31, 2008 Armed Forces Bowl —
Houston 34, Air Force 28
Dec. 28, 2007 Texas Bowl — TCU 20,
Houston 13
Dec. 29, 2006 Liberty Bowl — South
Carolina 44, Houston 36
Dec. 23, 2005 Forth Worth Bowl — Kansas
42, Houston 13
Dec. 25, 2003 Hawaii Bowl — Hawaii 54,

Houston 48, 3OT
Dec. 27, 1996 Liberty Bowl — Syracuse
30, Houston 17
Dec. 25, 1988 Aloha Bowl — Washington
St. 24, Houston 22
Jan. 1, 1985 Cotton Bowl — Boston
College 45, Houston 28
Dec. 26, 1981 Sun Bowl — Oklahoma 40,
Houston 14
Dec. 14, 1980 Garden State Bowl —
Houston 35, Navy 0
Jan. 1, 1980 Cotton Bowl — Houston 17,
Nebraska 14
Jan. 1, 1979 Cotton Bowl — Notre Dame
35, Houston 34
Jan. 1, 1977 Cotton Bowl — Houston 30,
Maryland 21
Dec. 23, 1974 Bluebonnet Bowl —
Houston 31, N.C. State 31, tie
Dec. 29, 1973 Bluebonnet Bowl —
Houston 47, Tulane 7
Dec. 31, 1971 Bluebonnet Bowl —
Colorado 29, Houston 17
Dec. 31, 1969 Bluebonnet Bowl —
Houston 36, Auburn 7
Dec. 22, 1962 Tangerine Bowl — Houston
49, Miami (Ohio) 21
Jan. 1, 1952 Salad Bowl — Houston 26,
Dayton 21

PREGAME.COM LINE

NBA

Favorite Line Underdog
NEW YORK 1 Phila.
GOLDEN ST OFF Cleveland
BOSTON 5 Washington
Houston 4 at OKLA CITY
Minnesota 31⁄2 at LA LAKERS

Cotton Bowl
Ohio State 71⁄2 SOUTHERN CAL
Taxslayer Bowl
Louisville 61⁄2 Mississippi St
Liberty Bowl
MEMPHIS 4 Iowa St
Fiesta Bowl
Penn St 11⁄2 Washington
Orange Bowl
Wisconsin 51⁄2 at MIAMI
Outback Bowl
Michigan 71⁄2 South Carolina

Peach Bowl
Auburn 91⁄2 UCF
Citrus Bowl
LSU 31⁄2 Notre Dame

CFP Semifinals (Jan. 1) 
Rose Bowl
Georgia 2 Oklahoma
Sugar Bowl
Alabama 3 Clemson

NFL

Pittsburgh 9 at HOUSTON
PHILA. 9 Oakland

Alamo Bowl
TCU 21⁄2 Stanford
Holiday Bowl
Michigan St 1 Washington St
Belk Bowl
Wake Forest 3 Texas A&M
Sun Bowl
NC State 61⁄2 Arizona St
Music City Bowl
N’western 71⁄2 Kentucky
Arizona Bowl
Utah St 4 New Mexico St

Independence Bowl
Florida St 17 Southern Miss
Pinstripe Bowl
Iowa 21⁄2 Boston College
Texas Bowl
Missouri 21⁄2 Texas
Foster Farms Bowl
Arizona 31⁄2 Purdue
Military Bowl
NAVY 11⁄2 Virginia
Camping World
Bowl
Okla. St 4 Virginia Tech

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Bowls
Favorite Line Underdog
Heart of Dallas
Bowl
Utah 61⁄2 West Virginia
Quick Lane Bowl
Duke 51⁄2 N Illinois
Cactus Bowl
Kansas St 61⁄2 UCLA

NATIONAL SCOREBOARD
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SPORTS STATS

JANUARY
27-Jan. 7 — Figure Skating, U.S.

Championships, San Jose, Calif.
30-Jan. 1 — Cross-country skiing,

Stage World Cup, Lenzerheide,
Switzerland.

31 — Pro football, NFL regular
season ends.

31-Jan. 1 — Ski jumping, Men’s
World Cup, Garmisch-Par-
tenkirchen, Germany.

31-Jan. 7 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
Brisbane (Australia) Internation-
al.

1 — College football, Outback Bowl,
Tampa, Fla.

1 — College football, Peach Bowl,
Atlanta.

1 — College football, Citrus Bowl,
Orlando, Fla.

1 — College football, CFP Semifinal
at Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif.

1 — College football, CFP Semifinal
at Sugar Bowl, New Orleans.

1 — Men’s and women’s skiing, city
event, Oslo, Norway.

1 — Ice hockey, NHL Winter Classic,
Buffalo at New York Rangers, at
Citi Field.

1-6 — Tennis, WTA, ASB Classic,
Auckland, New Zealand.

1-7 — Tennis, Tennis, WTA,
Shenzhen (China) Open.

1-7 — Tennis, ATP, Qatar Ex-
xonMobil Open, Doha.

1-7 — Tennis, ATP, Maharashtra
Open, Pune, India.

2-7 — Speedskating, U.S. Olympic
Long Track Team Trials, Mil-
waukee.

3 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, slalom, Zagreb, Croatia.

3-4 — Cross-country skiing, Stage
World Cup, Oberstdorf, Germany.

4 — Men’s skiing, World Cup alpine,
slalom, Zagreb, Croatia.

4 — Ski jumping, Men’s World Cup,
Innsbruck, Austria.

4-7 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Oberhof, Germany.

4-7 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Sentry
Tournament of Champions,
Kapalua, Hawaii

5 — Pro Basketball, NBA 10-day
contracts can be signed.

5-6 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel giant slalom, team
parallel giant slalom, Otscher-
Lackenhof, Austria.

5-7 — Speedskating, European
Championships, Kolomna, Russia.

6 — College football, NCAA Division
FCS championship game, Frisco,
Texas.

6 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Anaheim, Calif.

6 — Ski jumping, Men’s World Cup,
Bischofshofen, Austria.

6 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
aerials, Moscow.

6 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
moguls, Calgary, Alberta.

6-7 — Pro football, NFL Wild Card
playoffs.

6-7 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, giant slalom, slalom,
Maribor, Slovenia.

6-7 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, giant slalom and slalom,
Adelboden, Switzerland.

6-7 — Luge, World Cup, Koenigssee,
Germany.

6-7 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Otepaa,
Estonia.

6-7 — Ski jumping, Women’s World
Cup, Rasnov, Romania.

6-7 — Cross-country skiing, Stage
World Cup, Val di Fiemme, Italy.

7 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Roar Before The Rolex 24 At
Daytona, Daytona Beach, Fla.

7-13 — Tennis, ATP, Apia In-
ternational, Sydney.

7-13 — Tennis, WTA, Hobart
(Australia) International.

8 — College football, College
Football Championship, Atlanta.

8-13 — Tennis, ATP, ASB Classic,
Auckland, New Zealand.

9 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, slalom, Flachau, Austria.

10 — Pro Basketball, NBA contracts
guaranteed for rest of season.

10-12 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, moguls, aerials, Deer Valley,
Utah.

10-14 — Freeski/Snowboard, U.S.
Olympic Trials, Aspen (Colo.)
Grand Prix.

10-14 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Ruhpolding, Germany.

11-14 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Sony Open, Honolulu.

11-14 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
South African Open, Gauteng.

12 — Major League Baseball, Salary
arbitration figures exchanged.

12-13 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
slopestyle, halfpipe, Snowmass
Village, Colo.

12-13 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel slalom, team parallel
slalom, Bad Gastein, Austria.

12-13 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, halfpipe, slopestyle,
Snowmass Village, Colo.

12-14 — Men’s golf, WCG Diamond
Resorts Invitational, Orlando, Fla.

12-14 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Val di Fiemme,
Italy.

12-14 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, combined, downhill,
slalom, Wengen, Switzerland.

12-14 — Short Track Speedskating,
European Championships,
Dresden, Germany.

12-14 — Bobsleigh and Skeleton,
World Cup, St. Moritz, Swit-
zerland.

12-14 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
EURASIA Cup, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

13 — Speedskating, U.S. Long Track
Time Trials, Kearns, Utah.

13 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Houston.

13-14 — Luge, World Cup, Oberhof,
Germany.

13-14 — Women’s skiing, World
Cup alpine, downhill, Super G,
Bad Kleinkirchheim, Austria.

13-14 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, ski cross, Idre Fjall, Sweden.

13-14 — Cross-country skiing,
World Cup, Dresden, Germany.

13-14 — Ski jumping, Women’s
World Cup, Sapporo, Japan.

13-14 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Tauplitz/ Bad Mitterndorf,
Austria.

13-14 — Pro football, NFL Division-
al playoffs.

13-16 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
The Bahamas Great Exuma
Classic, Great Exuma, Bahamas.

15 — Pro Basketball, Last day to
sign NBA two-way contracts.

15-21 — Figure Skating, European
Championships, Moscow.

15-28 — Tennis, ATP, Australian

Open, Melbourne.
16-21 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,

Australia.
17-20 — NCAA Convention,

Indianapolis.
17-21 — Freeski/Snowboard, U.S.

Olympic Trials, Mammoth (Calif.)
Grand Prix.

18-20 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Mitsubishi Electric
Championship, Ka’upulehu-Kona,
Hawaii.

18-21 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Abu Dhabi (UAE) Championship.

18-21 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
CareerBuilder Challenge, La
Quinta, Calif.

18-21 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Antholz-Anterselva, Italy.

19-20 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
slopestyle, halfpipe, Laax,
Switzerland.

19-20 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, halfpipe, slopestyle,
Mammoth Lakes, Calif.

19-20 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, aerials, Lake Placid, N.Y.

19-21 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, Super G, combined,
downhill, slalom, Kitzbuehel,
Austria.

19-21 — Ski jumping, Women’s
World Cup, Zao, Japan.

19-21 — Speedskating, World Cup,
Erfurt, Germany.

19-21 — Bobsleigh and Skeleton,
World Cup, Koenigssee, Germany.

20 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
ski cross, Nakiska, Alberta.

20 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
moguls, Tremblant, Quebec.

20 — College football, East-West
Shrine Classic, St. Petersburg,
Fla.

20 — College football, NFLPA
Collegiate Bowl, Pasadena, Calif.

20 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Anaheim, Calif.

20-21 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
snowboardcross, snowboardcross
team, Erzurum, Turkey.

20-21 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel giant slalom, Rogla,
Slovenia.

20-21 — Cross-country skiing,
World Cup, Planica, Slovenia.

20-21 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Chaux-Neuve,
France.

20-21 — Women’s skiing, World
Cup alpine, downhill, Super G,
Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.

20-21 — Luge, World Cup, Lille-
hammer, Norway.

21 — Pro football, NFL Conference
Championships.

21-24 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
The Bahamas Great Abaco
Classic, Great Abaco, Bahamas.

22-27 — Figure Skating, Four
Continents, Taipei City, Taiwan.

23 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, slalom, Schladming,
Austria.

24 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, giant slalom, Kronplatz,
Italy.

24 — Baseball, Hall of Fame,
BBWAA voting announced.

25-28 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Dubai (UAE) Desert Classic.

25-28 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Farmers Insurance Open, San
Diego

25-28 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Women’s golf, LPGA Tour, Pure
Silk-Bahamas LPGA Classic,
Paradise Island.

26-28 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel slalom, snowboardcross,
parallel giant slalom, Bansko,
Bulgaria.

26-28 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Seefeld,
Austria.

26-28 — Bowling, PBA, Japan
Invitational, Tokyo

27 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Glendale, Ariz.

27 — College football, Senior Bowl,
Mobile, Ala.

27 — Ice hockey, NHL All-Star Skills
Competition, Tampa, Fla.

27-28 — Auto racing, IMSA
SportsCar, Rolex 24 at Daytona,
Daytona Beach, Fla.

27-28 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, downhill, giant slalom,
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germa-
ny.

27-28 — Women’s skiing, World
Cup alpine, giant slalom, slalom,
Lenzerheide, Switzerland.

27-28 — Cross-country skiing,
World Cup, Seefeld, Austria.

27-28 — Ski jumping, Women’s
World Cup, Ljubno, Slovenia.

27-28 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Zakopane, Poland.

27-28 — Luge, World Cup, Sigulda,
Latvia.

28 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, Cadel
Evans Great Ocean Road Race,
Australia.

28 — Ice hockey, NHL All-Star
Game, Tampa, Fla.

28 — Pro football, NFL Pro Bowl,
Orlando, Fla.

29-Feb. 4 — Tennis, WTA, St.
Petersburg (Russia) Ladies
Trophy.

29-Feb. 4 — Tennis, WTA, Taiwan
Open, Taipei City.

29-Feb. 16 — Major League
Baseball, Salary arbitration
hearings.

30 — Men’s and women’s skiing,
World Cup alpine, city event,
Stockholm.

FEBRUARY
1-4 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Waste

Management Phoenix Open,
Scottsdale, Ariz.

1-4 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Panama Championship, Panama
City.

1-4 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Maybank Championship, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

2-4 — Tennis, ATP, Davis Cup first
round, various sites.

3 — Pro football, Hall of Fame
elections announced, Minneapo-
lis.

3 — Running, U.S. Cross Country
Championships, Tallahassee, Fla.

3 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Oakland, Calif.

3 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor,
Karlsruhe, Germany.

3-4 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Hakuba, Japan.

3-4 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
snowboardcross, Feldberg,
Germany.

3-4 — Ski jumping, Women’s World
Cup, Hinzenbach, Germany.

3-4 — Ski jumping, World Cup,
Willingen, Germany.

3-4 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, downhill (2), Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, Germany.
4 — Pro football, NFL Super Bowl,

Minneapolis.
5-11 — Tennis, ATP, Open Sud de

France, Montpellier.
5-11 — Tennis, ATP, Garanti Koza

Sofia (Bulgaria) Open.
5-11 — Bowling, PBA, Tournament

of Champions, Fairlawn, Ohio
5-11 — Tennis, ATP, Ecuador Open,

Quito.
6 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor, PSD

Bank Meeting, Dusseldorf,
Germany.

8 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor, Madrid,
Spain.

8 — Pro Basketball, NBA Trade
deadline, 3 p.m. EST.

8-11 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
ISPS Handa World Super 6,
Perth, Australia.

8-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Colombia Championship, Bogata.

8-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, AT&T
Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Pebble
Beach, Calif.

8-11 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Winternationals, Pomona, Calif.

9-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Boca Raton (Fla.) Cham-
pionship.

9-25 — Winter Olympics, Pyeong-
Chang, South Korea.

10 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor, New
Balance Indoor Grand Prix,
Boston.

10 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
San Diego.

10-11 — Tennis, WTA, Fed Cup first
round, various sites.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Advance Auto Parts
Clash, Daytona Beach, Fla.

12-18 — Tennis, WTA, Qatar Total
Open, Doha.

12-18 — Tennis, ATP, ABN AMRO
World Tournament, Rotterdam,
Netherlands.

12-18 — Tennis, ATP, Argentina
Open, Buenos Aires.

12-18 — Tennis, ATP, New York
Open, Uniondale.

13-18 — Bowling, PBA, PBA 60th
Anniversary Classic, Indianapolis.

14-19 — Archery, FITA World
Indoor Championships, Yankton,
S.D.

15 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor,
Copernicus Cup, Torun, Poland.

15 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Can-Am Duel, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

15 — Major League Baseball,
Voluntary spring training
reporting date for pitchers,
catchers and injured players.

15-18 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
NBO Oman Golf Classic, Muscat,
Oman.

15-18 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
ISPS Handa Women’s Australian
Open, Adelaide, South Australia.

15-18 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Genesis Open, Los Angeles

16 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Nextera
Energy Resources 250, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

16-18 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Chubb Classic,
Naples, Fla.

16-18 — Athletics, U.S. Indoor
Championships, Albuquerque,
N.M.

17 — Pro Basketball, NBA 3-Point
and Slam Dunk contests, Los
Angeles.

17 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, POWERSHARES QQQ
300, Daytona Beach, Fla.

17 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Arlington, Texas.

18 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Daytona 500, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

18 — Pro Basketball, NBA All-Star
game, Los Angeles.

18-24 — Tennis, WTA, Dubai (UAE)
Duty Free Championship.

19 — Major League Baseball,
Voluntary spring training
reporting date for position
players.

19-25 — Tennis, ATP, Rio Open, Rio
de Janeiro.

19-25 — Tennis, ATP, Open 13
Provence, Marseille, France.

19-25 — Tennis, ATP, Delray Beach
(Fla.) Open.

19-25 — Tennis, WTA, Hungarian
Ladies Open, Budapest.

19-25 — Bowling, PBA, Players
Championship, Columbus, Ohio.

19-25 — Bowling, PBA, Mark
Roth/Marshall Holman PBA
Doubles Championship, Colum-
bus, Ohio.

21-25 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Abu Dhabi (UAE) Tour.

22-25 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Honda LPGA Thailand, Chonburi.

22-25 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Qatar Masters, Doha.

22-25 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Honda Classic, Palm Beach
Gardens, Fla.

23-25 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
Rostock, Germany.

23-25 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Arizona Nationals, Phoenix.

24 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Active
Pest Control 200, Hampton Ga.

24 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Tampa, Fla.

24 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Omloop Het Nieuwsblad,
Belgium.

24 — Major League Baseball,
Mandatory spring training
reporting date.

24 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Rinnai 500, Hampton,
Ga.

25 — Athletics, IAAF Indoor, Muller
Indoor Grand Prix, Glasgow,
Scotland.

25 — Running, Tokyo Marathon.
25 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster

Energy, Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500, Hampton, Ga.

26 — Ice hockey, NHL trade
deadline, 3 p.m., EST.

26-March 3 — Tennis, ATP, Dubai
(UAE) Duty Free Championships.

26-March 4 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
Abierto Mexicano Telcel, Acapul-
co.

26-March 4 — Tennis, ATP, Brasil
Open, Sao Paulo.

27-March 5 — Pro football, NFL
scouting combine, Indianapolis.

28-March 3 — Men’s and women’s
college swimming and diving,
NAIA Championships, Columbus,
Ga.

28-March 4 — Cycling, UCI World
Indoor Track Championships,
Apledoom, Netherlands.

MARCH
1-3 — Men’s and women’s track

and field, NAIA Indoor Cham-
pionships, Pittsburg, Kan.

1-4 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Puerto
Rico Open, Rio Grande, Puerto
Rico

1-4 — Men’s golf, WGC-Mexico
Championship, Mexico City.

1-4 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Tshwane Open, Waterkloof, South
Africa.

1-4 — Athletics, IAAF, World
Indoor, Championships, Birming-
ham, England.

1-4 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
HSBC Women’s Champions,
Singapore.

2 — Auto racing, NASCAR Camping
World Truck, Las Vegas.

2 — Gymnastics, Nastia Liukin Cup,
Hoffman Estates, Ill.

2-3 — College wrestling, NAIA
Championships, Des Moines,
Iowa

2-4 — Athletics, IC4A Indoor,
Boston.

2-4 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Cologuard Classic, Tucson,
Ariz.

3 — Ice hockey, NHL Stadium
Series: Toronto at Washington, at
U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Md.

3 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Boyd Gaming 300, Las Vegas.

3 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Atlanta.

3 — Gymnastics, AT&T American
Cup, Hoffman Estates, Ill.

3 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
slopestyle, Silvaplana, Swit-
zerland.

3 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
snowboardcross, La Molina,
Spain.

3 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel giant slalom, Kayseri,
Turkey.

3 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, Strade
Bianche, Italy.

3-4 — Ski jumping, World Cup,
Lahti, Finland.

3-4 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, Super G, combined, Crans
Montana, Switzerland.

3-4 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, giant slalom, slalom,
Kranjska Gora, Slovenia.

3-4 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
ski cross, Sunny Valley, Russia.

3-4 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
moguls, dual moguls, Tazawako,
Japan.

3-4 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Lahti, Finland.

3-4 — Speedskating, World Sprint
Championships, Changchun,
China.

3-4 — Cross-country skiing, World
Cup, Lahti, Finland.

4 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Penzoil 400, Las Vegas.

4-11 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Paris-Nice, France.

7 — Cross-country skiing, World
Cup, Drammen, Norway.

7-10 — College skiing, men’s and
women’s NCAA championships,
Steamboat Springs, Colo.

7-13 — Men’s college basketball
NAIA Division II Championships,
Sioux Falls, S.D.

7-13 — Women’s college basketball
NAIA Division II Championships,
Sioux City, Iowa.

7-13 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Tirreno-Adriatico, Italy.

7-18 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, BNP
Paribas Open, Indian Wells, Calif.

8-11 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Indian Open, TBA, India.

8-11 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Kontiolahti, Finland

8-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Valspar Championship, Palm
Harbor, Fla.

8-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
El Bosque Mexico Championship,
Guanajuato.

9-10 — Men’s and women’s college
track, NCAA Division I Indoor
championships, College Station,
Texas.

9-10 — Women’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, giant slalom, slalom,
Ofterschwang, Germany.

9-10 — Men’s and women’s college
track, NCAA Division II Indoor
championships, Pittsburg, Kan.

9-10 — Men’s and women’s college
track, NCAA Division III Indoor
championships, Birmingham, Ala.

9-10 — College wrestling, NCAA
Division II championships, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa.

9-10 — College wrestling, NCAA
Division III championships,
Cleveland.

9-10 — College rifle, men’s and
women’s NCAA championships,
Charleston, S.C.

9-10 — Speedskating, World
All-Around Championships,
Amsterdam, Netherlands.

9-11 — Diving, FINA World Series,
Beijing, China.

9-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Toshiba Classic, Newport
Beach, Calif.

10 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Oslo, Norway.

10 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
dual moguls, Airolo, Switzerland.

10 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, DC Solar 200, Avon-
dale, Ariz.

10 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Daytona Beach, Fla.

10 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel giant slalom, Scuol,
Switzerland.

10-11 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
snowboardcross, Moscow.

10-11 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
alpine, downhill, Super G, Kvitjell,
Norway.

10-11 — Cross-country skiing,
World Cup, Oslo, Norway.

10-11 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Oslo, Norway.

11 — Ski jumping, Women’s World
Cup, Oslo, Norway.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Avondale, Ariz.

11 — Auto racing, IndyCar,
Firestone Grand Prix of St.
Petersburg, Fla.

11 — Men’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I tournament and
NIT pairings announced.

12 — Women’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I tournament and
NIT pairings announced.

13 — Men’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I tournament
opening round, Dayton, Ohio.

13 — Men’s college basketball, NIT
opening round, various campus
sites.

13 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Lillehammer, Norway.

13-14 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Trondheim,
Norway.

14 — Pro football, free agency
period begins.

14-17 — Men’s and women’s
college swimming and diving,
NCAA Division II championships,
Greensboro, N.C.

14-17 — Women’s college swim-
ming and diving, NCAA Division I
championships, Columbus, Ohio.

14-18 — Men’s and women’s skiing,
World Cup alpine, downhill, Super
G, team, giant slalom, slalom,
Are, Sweden.

14-18 — Badminton, All England
Championships, Birmingham.

14-20 — Men’s college basketball,
NAIA Division I Championships,
Kansas City, Mo.

14-20 — Women’s college basket-
ball, NAIA Division I Champion-
ships, Billings, Mont.

15 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Trondheim, Norway.

15-17 — College wrestling, NCAA
Division I championships,
Cleveland.

15-17 — Diving, FINA World Series,
Fuji, Japan.

15-18 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Gatornationals, Gainesville, Fla.

15-18 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Oslo-Holmenkollen, Norway.

15-18 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
TBA, Philippines.

15-18 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Bank of Hope Founders Cup,
Phoenix.

15-18 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Arnold Palmer Invitational,
Orlando, Fla.

16 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
slopestyle, Seiser Alm, Italy.

16 — Women’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I basketball
tournament starts, various sites.

16-18 — Short Track Speedskating,
World Championships, Montreal.

16-18 — Cross-country skiing,
World Cup, Falun, Sweden.

17 — Men’s college basketball,
NCAA Division III championship
game, Salem, Va.

17 — Women’s college basketball,
NCAA Division III championship
game, Rochester, Minn.

17 — Women’s college ice hockey,
NCAA Division III championship
game, campus site TBD.

17 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Milan-San Remo, Italy.

17 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
St. Louis.

17 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Twelve Hours of Sebring, Fla.

17 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
slopestyle, Seiser Alm, Italy.

17-18 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
snowboardcross, team snow-
boardcross, Veysonnaz, Swit-
zerland.

17-18 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
parallel slalom, team parallel
slalom, Winterberg, Germany.

17-18 — Speedskating, World Cup
Final, Minsk, Belarus.

17-18 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Klingenthal,
Germany.

17-18 — Freestyle skiing, World
Cup, ski cross, dual moguls,
Megeve, France.

17-18 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Vikersund, Norway.

17-25 — Curling, Women’s World
Championships, North Bay,
Ontario.

18 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Auto Club 400, Fontana,
Calif.

18 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Doha,
Qatar.

18 — Women’s college ice hockey,
NCAA Division I championship
game, Minneapolis.

19-25 — Figure Skating, World
Championships, Milano, Italy.

19-25 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Volta of Catalunya, Spain.

19-April 1 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
Miami Open, Key Biscayne, Fla.

21-24 — Men’s and women’s
college swimming and diving,
NCAA Division III championships,
Indianapolis.

21-24 — Men’s college swimming
and diving, NCAA Division I
championships, Minneapolis.

21-25 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
WGC-Dell Technologies Match
Play, Austin, Texas.

22 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
halfpipe, Tignes, France.

22-25 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Chitimacha Louisiana Open,
Broussard.

22-25 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Kia Classic, Carlsbad, Calif.

22-25 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Corales Puntacana Resort & Club
Championship, Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic.

22-25 — Biathlon, World Cup,
Tyumen, Russia.

22-25 — Men’s and women’s
fencing, NCAA championships,
University Park, Pa.

23 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Harelbeke, Belgium.

23 — Women’s college basketball,
NCAA Division II championship
game, Sioux Falls, S.D.

23-25 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Rapiscan Systems
Classic, Biloxi, Miss.

23-25 — Ski jumping, Men’s World
Cup, Planica, Slovenia.

24 — Freestyle skiing, World Cup,
big air, Quebec City, Canada.

24 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Alpha
Energy Solutions 250, Martins-
ville, Va.

24 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Indianapolis.

24 — Running, IAAF, World Half
Marathon, Championships,
Valencia, Spain.

24 — Snowboarding, World Cup,
big air, Quebec City.

24 — Men’s college basketball,
NCAA Division II championship
game, Sioux Falls, S.D.

24 — Men’s college ice hockey,
NCAA Division III championship
game, Lake Placid, N.Y.

24-25 — Ski jumping, Women’s
World Cup, Oberstdorf, Germany.

24-25 — Men’s skiing, World Cup
nordic combined, Schonach,
Germany.

25 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Fontana, Calif.

25 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, STP 500, Ridgeway, Va.

25 — Auto racing, F1, Australian
Grand Prix, Melbourne.

25 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Gent-Wevelgem, Belgium.

25-28 — Pro football, Annual
League Meeting, Orlando, Fla.

27 — Men’s college basketball, NIT
semifinals, New York.

28 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Dwars Door Vlaanderen, Belgium.

29 — Major League Baseball,
Opening day. Active rosters
reduced to 25 players.

29 — Men’s college basketball, NIT
championship game, New York.

29-31 — Synchronized Swimming,
U.S. Collegiate Championship,
Oro Valley, Ariz.

29-April 1 — Men’s golf, PGA
Web.com, Savannah (Ga.) Golf
Championship.

29-April 1 — Women’s golf, LPGA
Tour, ANA Inspiration, Rancho
Mirage, Calif.

29-April 1 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Houston Open, Humble, Texas.

30 — Women’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I championship
semifinals, Columbus, Ohio.

31 — Horse racing, Dubai World
Cup, Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates.

31 — Men’s college basketball,
NCAA Division I semifinals, San
Antonio.

31-April 1 — Synchronized Swim-
ming, U.S. National Champion-
ships, Oro Valley, Ariz.

31-April 8 — Curling, Men’s World
Championships, Las Vegas.

APRIL
1 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, Tour

of Flanders, Belgium.
1 — Women’s college basketball,

NCAA Division I championship
game, Columbus, Ohio.

2 — Men’s college basketball, NCAA
Division I championship game,
San Antonio.

2-7 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Vuelta al Pais Vasco, Spain.

2-8 — Tennis, WTA, Volvo Car
Open, Charleston, S.C.

2-8 — Tennis, WTA, Abierto
Monterrey (Mexico) Afirme.

5 — Men’s college ice hockey, NCAA
Division I championship semi-
finals, St. Paul, Minn.

5-8 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Masters, Augusta, Ga.

6-7 — Figure Skating, World
Synchronized Championships,
Stockholm, Sweden.

6-8 — Tennis, ATP, Davis Cup
quarterfinals, various sites.

6-8 — Auto racing, NHRA, Denso
Spark Plugs Nationals, Las Vegas.

7 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Seattle.

7 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
My Bariatric Solutions 300, Fort
Worth, Texas.

7 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Phoenix
International Raceway, Avondale,
Ariz.

7 — Ice hockey, Last day of NHL
regular season.

7 — Men’s college ice hockey, NCAA
Division I championship game,
St. Paul, Minn.

8 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Termas de
Rio Hondo, Argentina.

8 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, O’Reilly Auto Parts 500,
Fort Worth, Texas.

8 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Paris-Roubaix, France.

8 — Auto racing, F1, Bahrain Grand
Prix, Sakhir.

8-15 — Bowling, USBC Masters,
Syracuse, N.Y.

9-15 — Tennis, ATP, Grand Prix
Hassan II, Marrakech, Morocco.

9-15 — Tennis, ATP, Fayez Sarofim
& Co. US Men’s Clay Court
Championship, Houston.

9-15 — Tennis, WTA, Claro Open
Colsanitas, Bogota, Colombia.

9-15 — Tennis, WTA, Ladies Open,
Lugano, Switzerland.

10-15 — Equestrian, FEI World Cup
Dressage Final, Paris.

11 — Ice hockey, NHL Stanley Cup
Playoffs begin.

11 — Pro Basketball, NBA regular
season ends.

11-14 — Pro Basketball, Port-
smouth (Va.) Invitational
Tournament.

11-14 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
LOTTE Championship, Kapolei,
Hawaii.

12-14 — Women’s college bowling,
NCAA championships, Clayton,
Mo.

12-15 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, RBC
Heritage, Hilton Head Island, S.C.

12-15 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
TBA.

13-15 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Mitsubishi Electric
Classic, Duluth, Ga.

14 — Pro Basketball, NBA playoffs
begin.

14 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Minneapolis.

14 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Long Beach (Calif.) Grand Prix.

14 — Horse racing, Grand National
Steeplechase, Liverpool, England.

14 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Fitzgerald Glider Kits
300, Bristol, Tenn.

15 — Auto racing, F1, Chinese
Grand Prix, Shanghai.

15 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Toyota
Grand Prix of Long Beach, Calif.

15 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Food City 500, Bristol,
Tenn.

15 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Amstel Gold Race, Netherlands.

16 — Running, Boston Marathon.
16-19 — Bowling, PBA, Xtra Frame

Maine Shootout, Portland, Maine.
16-22 — Tennis, ATP, Monte-Carlo

Rolex Masters.
18 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, La

Fleche Wallonne, Belgium.
19-21 — Athletics, Mt. Sac Relays,

Torrance, Calif.
19-22 — Men’s golf, European PGA,

Hassan II Golf Trophy, Rabat,
Morocco.

19-22 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Valero Texas Open, San Antonio

19-22 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
North Mississippi Classic, Oxford.

19-22 — Bowling, PBA, PBA
League, Portland, Maine.

20 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, ToyotaCare 250,
Richmond, Va.

20-21 — Men’s college gymnastics,
NCAA championships, Chicago.

20-22 — Women’s college gymnas-
tics, NCAA championships, St.
Louis.

20-22 — Auto racing, NHRA, Spring
Nationals, Houston.

20-22 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Bass Pro Shops
Legends of Golf, Ridgedale, Mo.

21 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Foxborough, Mass.

21 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Toyota Owners 400,
Richmond, Va.

21-22 — Tennis, WTA, Fed Cup
semifinals.

22 — Pro Basketball, NBA Draft
early entry eligibility deadline.

22 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Grand
Prix of Alabama, Birmingham,

Ala.
22 — Running, London Marathon.
22 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Austin,

Texas.
22 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,

Liege-Bastogne-Liege, Belgium.
23-29 — Tennis, WTA, Porsche

Grand Prix, Stuttgart, Germany.
23-29 — Tennis, WTA, TEB BNP

Paribas Istanbul Cup.
23-29 — Tennis, ATP, Hungarian

Open, Budapest.
23-29 — Tennis, ATP, Barcelona

Open BancSabadell.
24-29 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,

Tour de Romandie, Switzerland.
25-28 — Athletics, Drake Relays,

Des Moines, Iowa.
26-28 — Pro football, NFL Draft,

Dallas.
26-28 — Athletics, Penn Relays,

Philadelphia.
26-29 — Men’s golf, European PGA,

Volvo China Open, TBA.
26-29 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,

United Leasing & Finance
Championship, Newburgh, Ind.

26-29 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Zurich Classic of New Orleans,
Avondale, La.

26-29 — Equestrian, Rolex Three-
Day Event, Lexington, Ky.

26-May 6 — Table Tennis, World
Championships, Halmstad,
Sweden.

27-29 — Gymnastics, Pacific Rim
Gymnastics Championships,
Medellin, Colombia.

27-29 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Four-Wide Nationals, Concord,
N.C.

27-29 — Diving, FINA World Series,
Montreal.

28 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Salt Lake City.

28 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Sparks Energy 300,
Lincoln, Ala.

28 — Men’s college volleyball,
NCAA Division III championship
game, Kenosha, Wis.

28-May 2 — Women’s golf, USGA,
U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball,
Tarzana, Calif.

29 — Auto racing, F1, Baku
(Azerbaijan) European Grand Prix.

29 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, GEICO 500, Lincoln, Ala.

30-May 6 — Tennis, ATP, TEB BNP
Paribas Istanbul Open.

30-May 6 — Tennis, ATP, Millenni-
um Estoril (Portugal) Open.

30-May 6 — Tennis, ATP, BMW
Open, Munich.

30-May 6 — Tennis, WTA, J&T
Banka Prague Open.

30-May 6 — Tennis, WTA, Grand
Prix SAR La Princesse Lalla
Meryem, Rabat, Morocco.

MAY
1 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,

Eschborn-Frankfurt, Germany.
3-6 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Wells

Fargo Championship, Charlotte,
N.C.

3-6 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Volunteers of America Texas
Shootout, Irving, Texas.

4 — Auto racing, NASCAR Camping
World Truck, Dover, Del.

4 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Qatar Super GP, Doha.

4-6 — Auto racing, NHRA, Southern
Nationals, Commerce, Ga.

4-6 — Diving, FINA World Series,
Kazan, Russia.

4-6 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Insperity Invitational, The
Woodlands, Texas.

4-20 — Ice Hockey, IIHF World
Championships, Copenhagen and
Herning, Denmark.

5 — Motorcycle, AMA Supercross,
Las Vegas.

5 — Horse racing, Kentucky Derby,
Churchill Downs, Louisville, Ky.

5 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
OneMain Financial 200, Dover,
Del.

5 — Running, U.S. Half Marathon
Championships, Pittsburgh.

5 — Men’s college volleyball, NCAA
Division I championship game,
Los Angeles.

5-6 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
GolfSixes, TBA.

5-13 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, Mutua
Madrid Open.

5-27 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Giro d’Italia, Italy.

6 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Jerez,
Spain.

6 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, AAA 400 Drive for
Autism, Dover, Del.

6 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Lexington, Ohio,

6 — Beach volleyball, NCAA
championship game, Gulf Shores,
Ala.

8-11 — Women’s college golf,
NCAA Division III championships,
Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla.

8-12 — Men’s and women’s college
tennis, NCAA Division II cham-
pionships, Surprise, Ariz.

10-13 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
Calgary, Alberta.

10-13 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
The Rocco Forte Open, Agrigento,
Sicily.

10-13 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, The
Players Championship, Ponte
Vedra Beach, Fla.

10-13 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Knoxville (Tenn.) Open.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Kansas
City, Kan.

12 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Kansas City, Kan.

12 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Grand
Prix of Indianapolis

12 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Shanghai (China) Golden
Grand Prix.

12-13 — Athletics, IC4A Outdoor,
Princeton, N.J.

13 — Women’s water polo, NCAA
championship game, Los Angeles.

13 — Auto racing, F1, Spanish
Grand Prix, Barcelona.

13-19 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Tour of California, United States.

14-19 — Boxing, National Golden
Gloves, Omaha, Neb.

14-20 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
Internazionali BNL d’Italia,
Rome.

15 — Pro Basketball, NBA Draft
lottery.

15-18 — Men’s college golf, NCAA
Division III championships,
Greensboro, N.C.

15-18 — Men’s college golf, NAIA
Championships, Silvis, Ill.

15-19 — Men’s and women’s
college tennis, NAIA Champion-
ships, Mobile, Ala.

16-19 — Women’s college golf,
NCAA Division II championships,
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Houston.
17-20 — Men’s golf, European PGA,

Belgian Knockout, Antwerp.
17-20 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-

pions Tour, Regions Tradition,
Birmingham, Ala.

17-20 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Kingsmill Championship, Wil-
liamsburg, Va.

17-20 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
BMW Charity Pro-Am, Greenville,
S.C.

17-20 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
AT&T Byron Nelson, Dallas

17-28 — Men’s and women’s
college tennis, NCAA Division I
championship, Winston-Salem,
N.C.

18 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, North
Carolina Education Lottery 200,
Concord, N.C.

18-20 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
TBA.

18-20 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Kansas Nationals, Topeka.

18-23 — Women’s college golf,
NCAA Division I championships,
Stillwater, Okla.

19 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, NASCAR All-Star Race,
Concord, N.C.

19 — Horse racing, Preakness
Stakes, Pimlico Race Course,
Baltimore.

19 — Athletics, IAAF World
Challenge, Jamaica International
Invitational, Kingston.

19-23 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Amateur Four-Ball, Tequesta, Fla.

20 — Ice Hockey, IIHF World Cup
of Hockey Championship Game,
Copenhagen, Denmark.

20 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Le Mans,
France.

20 — Athletics, IAAF World
Challenge, Golden Grand Prix,
Osaka, Japan.

20 — Women’s college lacrosse,
NCAA Division II championship
game, Tampa, Fla.

20-26 — Tennis, ATP, Banque Eric
Sturdza Geneva Open.

20-26 — Tennis, ATP, Open Parc
Auvergne-Rhone Alpes Lyon
(France).

20-26 — Tennis, WTA, Internatio-
naux de Strasbourg (France).

20-26 — Tennis, WTA, Nuernberger
Versicherungscup, Nuremberg,
Germany.

20-27 — Badminton, Thomas and
Ulber Cup Finals, Bangkok,
Thailand.

21-25 — Men’s college golf, NCAA
Division II championships, Muscle
Shoals, Ala.

21-26 — Men’s and women’s
college tennis, NCAA Division III
championships, Claremont, Calif.

21-28 — Cycling, UCI BMX World
Championships, Baku, Azerbaijan.

22-25 — Women’s college golf,
NAIA Championships, Palm Beach
Gardens, Fla.

24-26 — Men’s and women’s
college track, NCAA Division II
outdoor championships, Char-
lotte, N.C.

24-26 — Men’s and women’s
college track, NCAA Division III
outdoor championships, Lacrosse,
Wis.

24-26 — Men’s and women’s
college track and field, NAIA
Outdoor Championships, Gulf
Shores, Ala.

24-27 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, KitchenAid Senior
PGA Championship, Benton
Harbor, Mich.

24-27 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Nashville (Tenn.) Open.

24-27 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Dean & DeLuca Invitational, Fort
Worth, Texas.

24-27 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
LPGA Volvik Championship, Ann
Arbor, Mich.

24-27 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
TBA.

24-27 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
BMW Championship, Virginia
Water, England.

24-28 — Weightlifting, U.S.
Championships, Overland Park,
Kan.

24-29 — Women’s college softball,
NCAA Division II championships,
Salem, Va.

24-29 — Women’s college softball,
NCAA Division III championships,
Oklahoma City.

25 — Women’s college lacrosse,
NCAA Division I Semifinals, Stony
Brook, N.Y.

25-27 — Women’s college rowing,
NCAA Division I, II & III
championships, Sarasota, Fla.

25-29 — College baseball, NCAA
Division III World Series,
Appleton, Wis.

25-30 — Men’s college golf, NCAA
Division I championships,
Stillwater, Okla.

25-31 — Women’s college softball,
NAIA Championships, Clermont,
Fla.

25-June 1 — Men’s baseball, NAIA
World Series, Lewiston, Idaho.

26 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Prefontaine Classic,
Eugene, Ore.

26 — Men’s college lacrosse, NCAA
Division I Semifinals, Foxbor-
ough, Mass.

26 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Concord, N.C.

26-June 2 — College baseball,
NCAA Division II World Series,
Cay, N.C.

27 — Auto racing, F1, Monaco
Grand Prix, Monte Carlo.

27 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Coca-Cola 600, Concord,
N.C.

27 — Auto racing, IndyCar,
Indianapolis 500

27-June 2 — Ice hockey, NHL
combine, Buffalo, N.Y.

27 — Women’s college lacrosse,
NCAA Division I championship
game, Stony Brook, N.Y.

27 — Women’s college lacrosse,
NCAA Division III championship
game, Salem, Va.

27-June 10 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
Roland Garros, Paris.

28 — Men’s college lacrosse, NCAA
Division I, II & III championship
games, championship game,
Foxborough, Mass.

30-June 3 — Men’s golf, PGA
Web.com, Rex Hospital Open,
Raleigh, N.C.

31 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Golden Gala, Rome.

31 — Pro Basketball, NBA Finals
start date.

31-June 3 — Women’s golf, USGA,
U.S. Open, Shoal Creek, Ala.

31-June 3 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Memorial Tournament, Dublin,
Ohio.

31-June 3 — Men’s golf, European

PGA, Italian Open, TBA.
31-June 3 — Canoe-Kayak, ICF

World Wildwater Championships,
Muotathal, Switzerland.

31-June 3 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Route 66 Nationals, Chicago.

31-June 6 — Women’s college
softball, NCAA Division I cham-
pionships, Oklahoma City.

JUNE
1-4 — College baseball, NCAA

Division I Regionals, sites TBD.
2 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Chevrolet

Indy Duel (Race 1), Belle Isle
Park, Mich.

2 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Belle Isle Grand Prix, Detroit.

2 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Pocono Green 250, Long Pond,
Pa.

2 — Horse racing, English Derby,
Epsom, England.

3 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Chevrolet
Indy Duel (Race 2), Belle Isle
Park, Mich.

3 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Pocono 400, Lond Pond,
Pa.

3 — Athletics, IAAF World Chal-
lenge, Fanny Blankers-Koen
Games, Hengelo, Netherlands.

3 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Mugello,
Italy.

3-10 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Dauphine Libere, France.

4-6 — Major League Baseball,
Amateur Draft, Secaucus, N.J.

6-9 — Men’s and women’s college
track and field, NCAA Division I
outdoor championships, Eugene,
Ore.

7 — Athletics, IAAF World Chal-
lenge, Paavo Nurmi Games,
Turku, Finland.

7 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Bislett Games, Oslo,
Norway.

7-10 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Summernationals, Englishtown,
N.J.

7-10 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, FedEx
St. Jude Classic, Memphis, Tenn.

7-10 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Rust-Oleum Championship,
Mundelein, Ill.

7-10 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Shot Clock Masters, Atzenbrugg,
Austria.

7-10 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
ShopRite LPGA Classic, Galloway,
N.J.

8 — Auto racing, NASCAR Camping
World Truck, Rattlesnake 400,
Fort Worth, Texas.

8-10 — Women’s golf, Curtis Cup,
Scarsdale, N.Y.

8-10 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Principal Charity Classic,
Des Moines, Iowa.

8-11 — College baseball, NCAA
Division I Super Regionals, sites
TBD.

9 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Brooklyn, Mich.

9 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Fort
Worth, Texas

9 — Horse racing, Belmont Stakes,
Belmont Park, Elmont, N.Y.

9-17 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Tour of Switzerland.

10 — Auto racing, F1, Canadian
Grand Prix, Montreal.

10 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Bauhaus-Galan, Stock-
holm, Sweden.

10 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, FireKeepers Casino 400,
Brooklyn, Mich.

11 — Pro Basketball, NBA Draft
early entry withdrawal deadline.

11-17 — Tennis, ATP, MercedesCup,
Stuttgart, Germany.

11-17 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, Ricoh
Open, Den Bosch, Netherlands.

11-17 — Tennis, WTA, Aegon Open
Nottingham (England).

13 — Athletics, IAAF World
Challenge, Golden Spike, Ostrava,
Czech Republic.

14-17 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Open, Southampton, N.Y.

14-17 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Meijer Classic, Grand Rapids,
Mich.

14-17 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, U.S.
Open, Southampton, N.Y.

14-July 15 — Men’s soccer, World
Cup, various sites, Russia.

15-17 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Thunder Valley Nationals, Bristol,
Tenn.

16 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Iowa 200,
Newton, Iowa.

16-17 — Auto racing, Le Mans 24
Hours, Le Mans, France.

16-27 — College baseball, NCAA
Division I World Series, Omaha,
Neb.

17 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Catlu-
nya, Spain.

17 — Pro Basketball, NBA Finals
latest possible date.

17 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, American Ethanol 250,
Newton, Iowa.

18-24 — Tennis, ATP, Aegon
Championships, London.

18-24 — Tennis, ATP, Gerry Weber
Open, Halle, Germany.

18-24 — Tennis, WTA, Aegon
Classic Birmingham (England).

18-24 — Tennis, WTA, Mallorca
(Spain) Open.

20 — Ice hockey, NHL awards, Las
Vegas.

21 — Pro Basketball, NBA Draft,
TBD.

21-24 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Air Capital Classic, Wichita, Kan.

21-24 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Travelers Championship, Crom-
well, Conn.

21-24 — Athletics, U.S. Outdoor
Championships, TBA.

21-24 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Summit Racing Equipment
Nationals, Norwalk, Ohio.

21-24 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
BMW International Open,
Pulheim, Germany.

22-23 — Ice hockey, NHL draft,
Dallas.

22-24 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Walmart NW Arkansas Champion-
ship, Rogers, Ark.

22-24 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, American Family
Insurance Championship,
Madison, Wis.

23 — Athletics, IAAF World
Challenge, Madrid 2018, Spain.

23 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Madison,
Ill.

24 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Toyota/Save Mart 350,
Sonoma, Calif.

24 — Auto racing, F1, French Grand
Prix, Le Castellet, Var, France.

24 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Elkhart

Lake, Wis.
24-30 — Tennis, WTA, Aegon

International Eastbourne
(England).

24-30 — Tennis, ATP, Aegon Open
Nottingham (England).

24-30 — Tennis, ATP, Antalya
(Turkey) Open.

28-July 1 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Senior Open, Colorado Springs.

28-July 1 — Women’s golf, LPGA
Tour, KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship, Olympia Fields,
Ill.

28-July 1 — Men’s golf, European
PGA, Open de France, Paris.

28-July 1 — Men’s golf, PGA
Web.com, Lincoln Land Charity
Championship, Springfield, Ill.

28-July 1 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
The National, TBA

28-July 7 — Fencing, U.S. Cham-
pionships, St. Louis.

29 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Joliet, Ill.

30 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Paris.

30 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Joliet, Ill.

30 — Horse racing, Irish Derby,
Curragh, Ireland.

JULY
1 — Auto racing, F1, Austrian

Grand Prix, Spielberg.
1 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,

Six Hours of The Glen, Watkins
Glen, N.Y.

1 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Assen,
Netherlands.

1 — Ice hockey, NHL free agency
begins.

1 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Joliet, Ill.

2-9 — Taekwondo, U.S. Champion-
ships, Salt Lake City.

2-15 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, The
Championships, London.

3-8 — Gymnastics, U.S. Champion-
ships (Artistic and Rhythmic),
Greensboro, N.C.

4-8 — Rowing, Henley Royal
Regatta, Henley-on-Thames,
England.

5 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Athletissima, Lausanne,
Switzerland.

5-8 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Irish Open, Co. Donegal, Ireland.

5-8 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, The
Greenbrier Classic, White Sulphur
Springs, W.Va.

5-8 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
LECOM Health Challenge, Clymer,
N.Y.

5-8 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Thornberry Creek LPGA Classic,
Oneida, Wis.

6 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Coca-Cola Firecracker 250,
Daytona Beach, Fla.

6-8 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
Bolzano, Italy.

6-8 — Auto racing, NHRA, New
England Nationals, Epping, N.H.

7 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Coke Zero 400, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

7-29 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Tour de France.

8 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Mobil 1 SportsCar Grand Prix,
Bowmanville, Ontario.

8 — Auto racing, F1, British Grand
Prix, Silverstone, England

8 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Newton,
Iowa

8 — Athletics, IAAF World Chal-
lenge, Brazil GP, Sao Paulo.

10 — Major League Baseball,
All-Star game, Washington.

10 — Men’s soccer, World Cup
Semifinal, St. Petersburg, Russia.

11 — Men’s soccer, World Cup
Semifinal, Moscow.

12 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Sparta, Ky.

12-15 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Scottish Open, Gullane, Scotland.

12-15 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Marathon Classic, Sylvania, Ohio.

12-15 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Utah Championship, Farmington.

12-15 — Women’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Senior Open, Wheaton, Ill.

12-15 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Constellation Senior
Players Championship, Highland
Park, Ill.

12-15 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
John Deere Classic, Silvis, Ill.

13 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Mohammed VI, Rabat,
Morocco.

13 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Alsco 300, Sparta, Ky.

13-15 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
Madrid, Spain.

14 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Quaker State 400,
Sparta, Ky.

14 — Men’s soccer, World Cup Third
Place, St. Petersburg, Russia.

15 — Men’s soccer, World Cup
Final, Moscow.

15 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Sach-
senring, Germany.

15 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Honda
Indy Toronto

16-21 — Boys’ golf, USGA, U.S.
Junior Amateur, Springfield, N.J.

16-21 — Girls’ golf, USGA, U.S.
Girls’ Junior Amateur, Pebble
Beach, Calif.

16-22 — Tennis, ATP, Hall of Fame
Championships, Newport, R.I.

16-22 — Tennis, ATP, SkiStar
Swedish Open, Bastad.

16-22 — Tennis, ATP, Konzum
Croatia Open Umag.

16-22 — Tennis, WTA, Ladies
Championship Gstaad (Swit-
zerland).

16-22 — Tennis, WTA, Bucharest
Open.

18 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Eldora Dirt
Derby, Rossburg, Ohio.

19-22 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Pinnacle Bank Championship,
Omaha, Neb.

19-22 — Men’s golf, The Open
Championship, Carnoustie,
Scotland.

19-22 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Barbasol Championship, Auburn,
Ala.

19-27 — Fencing, FIE World
Championships, Wuxi, China.

20 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Herculis, Monte Carlo,
Monaco.

20-22 — Auto racing, NHRA, Mopar
Mile-High Nationals, Denver.

21 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Northeast Grand Prix, Lakeville,
Conn.

21 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Lakes Region 200,
Loudon, N.H.

21-22 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Muller Anniversary

Games, London.
22 — Auto racing, F1, German

Grand Prix, Hockenheim.
22 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster

Energy, New Hampshire 301,
Loudon.

23-29 — Tennis, ATP, German
Championships, Hamburg.

23-29 — Tennis, ATP, BB&T Atlanta
Open.

23-29 — Tennis, ATP, J. Safra
Sarasin Swiss Open Gstaad.

23-29 — Tennis, WTA, Moscow
Open.

23-29 — Tennis, WTA, Jiangxi
Women’s Open, Nanchang, China.

25-29 — Swimming, U.S. National
Championships, Irvine, Calif.

26-29 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Porsche European Open, Ham-
burg, Germany.

26-29 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, RBC
Canadian Open, Oakville, Ontario

26-29 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, The Senior Open
Championship, Fife, Scotland.

26-29 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Price Cutter Charity Champion-
ship, Springfield, Mo.

26-29 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Aberdeen Asset Managment
Ladies Scottish Open, North
Ayrshire, Scotland.

27-29 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Sonoma (Calif.) Nationals.

28 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, U.S. Cellular 250,
Newton, Iowa.

29 — Auto racing, F1, Hungarian
Grand Prix, Budapest.

29 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Honda
Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, Lexington,
Ohio

29 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Overton’s
150, Long Pond, Pa.

29 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Overton’s 400, Long
Pond, Pa.

29 — Major League Baseball, Hall
of Fame inductions, Cooper-
stown, N.Y.

29 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
RideLondon-Surrey Classic,
Britain.

30-Aug. 4 — Tennis, ATP, Generali
Open, Kitzbuehel, Austria.

30-Aug. 4 — Tennis, ATP, Abierto
Mexicano de Mifel, Los Cabos.

30-Aug. 5 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, Citi
Open, Washington.

30-Aug. 5 — Tennis, WTA, Bay Area
Classic, Stanford, Calif.

30-Aug. 5 — Badminton, BWF
World Championships, Nanjing,
China.

30-Aug. 12 — Sailing, ISAF World
Championships, Denmark.

31 — Major League Baseball, Last
day to trade a player without
securing waivers.

AUGUST
2 — Pro football, Hall of Fame

game, Canton, Ohio.
2-5 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,

WGC-Bridgestone Invitational,
Akron, Ohio.

2-5 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Barracuda Championship, Reno,
Nev.

2-5 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Digital Ally Open, Overland Park,
Kan.

3-5— Auto racing, NHRA, North-
west Nationals, Seattle.

3-5 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, 3M Championship, Blaine,
Minn.

4 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Zippo 200, Watkins Glen, N.Y.

4 — Harness racing, Hambletonian
Stakes, East Rutherford, N.J.

4 — Pro football, Hall of Fame
inductions, Canton, Ohio.

4 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, San
Sebastian Classic, Spain.

4-10 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Tour of Poland.

5 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Watkins Glen, N.Y.

5 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Road Race Showcase, Elkhart
Lake, Wis.

5 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Brno,
Czech Republic.

6-12 — Women’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Women’s Amateur, Kingston
Springs, Tenn.

6-12 — Tennis, ATP, Coupe Rogers,
Montreal.

6-12 — Tennis, WTA, Rogers Cup,
Toronto.

8-12 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
European Golf Team Champion-
ships, Perthshire, Scotland.

9-12 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, PGA
Championship, St. Louis.

9-13 — Pro football, NFL first
preseason weekend.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, LTI
Printing 200, Brooklyn, Mich.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Mid-Ohio Challenge,
Lexington, Ohio.

12-19 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, Western
& Southern Open, Mason, Ohio.

13-19 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Amateur, Pebble Beach, Calif.

13-19 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Binck Bank Tour, Netherlands/
Belgium.

14-19 — Beach Volleyball, Men’s &
Women’s World Tour Finals, TBA.

15 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, UNOH
200, Bristol, Tenn.

16-19 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Wyndham Championship,
Greensboro, N.C.

16-19 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Nordea Masters, Gothenburg,
Sweden.

16-19 — Auto racing, NHRA, Lucas
Oil Nationals, Brainerd, Minn.

16-19 — Rowing, U.S. Masters
National Championships, Oak-
land, Calif.

16-19 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Indy Women in Tech, Indi-
anapolis.

16-19 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Portland Open, North Plains, Ore.

17 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Food City 300, Bristol,
Tenn.

17-19 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Dick’s Sporting Goods
Open, Endicott, N.Y.

18 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Muller Grand Prix,
Birmingham.

19 — Auto racing, IndyCar, ABC
Supply 500, Long Pond, Pa.

19 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Cyclassics, Hamburg, Germany.

19-25 — Tennis, ATP, Winston-
Salem (N.C.) Open.

19-25 — Tennis, WTA, Connecticut
Open, New Haven.

23-26 — Canoe-Kayak, ICF World

Sprint Championships, Montemor
o Velho, Portugal.

23-26 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Children’s Hospital Championship,
Columbus, Ohio.

23-26 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Czech Masters, Prague.

23-26 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, The
Northern Trust, Paramus, N.J.

23-26 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
Canadian Pacific Women’s Open,
Ottawa, Ontario.

24-26 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Boeing Classic,
Snoqualmie, Wash.

25 — Auto racing, IndyCar,
Madison, Ill.

25 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Elkhart Lake, Wis.

25-30 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Senior Amateur, Eugene, Ore.

25-Sept. 16 — UCI WorldTour,
Cycling, Vuelta a Espana, Spain.

26 — Auto racing, F1, Belgian
Grand Prix, Spa-Francorchamps.

26 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Bretagne Classic, Quest, France.

26 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Silver-
stone, England.

26 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Chevrolet
Silverado 250, Bowmanville,
Ontario.

27-Sept. 9 — Tennis, ATP-WTA,
U.S. Open, New York.

29-Sept. 1 — Women’s golf, USGA,
Women’s World Amateur Team,
Dublin, Ireland.

29-Sept. 2 — Men’s golf, PGA
Web.com, DAP Championship,
Beachwood, Ohio.

29-Sept. 3 — Auto racing, NHRA,
U.S. Nationals, Indianapolis.

30 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Weltklasse Meet, Zurich,
Switzerland.

30-Sept. 2 — Men’s golf, European
PGA, Made in Denmark, Aarthus.

30-Sept. 2 — Women’s golf, LPGA
Tour, Cambia Portland (Ore.)
Classic.

31 — Athletics, IAAF Diamond
League, Memorial Van Damme,
Brussels, Belgium.

31 — Major League Baseball, Active
rosters expand to 40 players.

31-Sept. 2 — Men’s golf, PGA
Champions Tour, Shaw Charity
Classic, Calgary, Alberta.

31-Sept. 3 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Dell Technologies Championship,
Norton, Mass.

31-Sept. 15 — Shooting, ISSF
Championships, Changwon, South
Korea.

SEPTEMBER
1 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,

Sport Clips Haircuts VFW 200,
Darlington, S.C.

2 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Bojangles’ Southern 500,
Darlington, S.C.

2 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Portland,
Ore.

2 — Auto racing, F1, Italian Grand
Prix, Monza.

2 — Athletics, IAAF World Chal-
lenge, ISTAF Meet, Berlin.

3 — Horse racing, AQHA All-
American Futurity, Ruidoso, N.M.

4 — Athletics, IAAF World Chal-
lenge, Zagreb (Croatia) 2018.

4-9 — Archery, FITA World Field
Championships, Cortina, Italy.

4-9 — Cycling, UCI Mountain Bike
World Championships, Len-
zerheide, Switzerland.

5-8 — Men’s golf, USGA, Men’s
World Amateur Team, Dublin,
Ireland.

6 — Pro football, NFL regular
season begins.

6-9 — Canoe-Kakak, World Mara-
thon Championships, Prado Vila
Verde, Portugal.

6-9 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, BMW
Championship, Newtown Square,
Pa.

6-9 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
European Masters, Crans
Montana, Switzerland.

7 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, GP
Quebec, Canada.

8 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Lilly Diabetes 250, Indianapolis.

8-16 — Modern Pentathlon, UIPM
World Championships, Mexico
City.

9 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, GP
Montreal.

9 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Big Machine Brickyard
400, Indianapolis.

9 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Monterey (Calif.) Grand Prix

9 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Misano,
San Marino.

9 — Triathlon, Ironman World
Championship 70.3, Ruegen,
Germany.

9-16 — Rowing, World Champion-
ships, Plovdiv, Bulgaria.

10-16 — Rhythmic Gymnastics,
World Championships, Sofia,
Bulgaria.

10-16 — Tennis, WTA, Coupe
Banque Nationale, Quebec City.

10-16 — Tennis, WTA, Japan
Women’s Open, Tokyo.

10-30 — Men’s Volleyball, FIVB
World Championships, various
sites, Bulgaria & Italy.

11-23 — Equestrian, FEI World
Games, Tryon, N.C.

13-16 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Keystone Nationals, Reading, Pa.

13-16 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
KLM Open, Spijk, Netherlands.

13-16 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Boise (Idaho) Open.

13-16 — Women’s golf, LPGA Tour,
The Evian Championship, Evian
Les Bains, France.

14-16 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, The Ally Challenge,
Grand Blanc, Mich.

14 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Las Vegas.

14-16 — Tennis, ATP, Davis Cup
semifinals, various sites.

15 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Las Vegas.

16 — Auto Racing, F1, Singapore
Grand Prix.

16 — Auto racing, IndyCar, Grand
Prix of Sonoma, Calif.

16 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Las Vegas.

16 — Running, Berlin Marathon.
17-22 — Tennis, WTA, Guangzhou

(China) International Open.
17-23 — Tennis, ATP, St. Peters-

burg (Russia) Open.
17-23 — Tennis, ATP, Moselle

Open, Metz, France.
17-23 — Tennis, WTA, Toray Pan

Pacific Open, Tokyo.
17-23 — Tennis, WTA, Korea Open,

Seoul.
20 — Harness racing, Little Brown

Jug, Delaware, Ohio.

26-28 — Figure Skating, Grand
Prix, Skate Canada, TBA.

27 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Texas
Roadhouse 200, Martinsville,
Tenn.

28 — Auto racing, F1, Mexican
Grand Prix, Mexico City.

28 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, First Data 500, Ridge-
way, Va.

28 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Phillip
Island, Australia.

29-Nov. 4 — Tennis, ATP, BNP
Paribas Masters, Paris.

NOVEMBER
1-4 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,

Shriners Hospital for Children
Open, Las Vegas.

1-4 — Men’s golf, European PGA
event, Turkish Airlines Open,
Antalya, Turkey.

2 — Auto racing, NASCAR Camping
World Truck, Longhorn 350, Fort
Worth, Texas.

2-3 — Horse racing, Breeders’ Cup,
Louisville, Ky.

2-4 — Figure Skating, Grand Prix,
Cup of China, TBA.

3 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
O’Reilly Auto Parts 300, Fort
Worth, Texas.

4 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Sepang,
Malaysia.

4 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, AAA Texas 500, Fort
Worth.

4 — Running, New York City
Marathon.

6 — Horse racing, Melbourne
(Australia) Cup.

6-11 — Tennis, ATP, Next Gen ATP
Finals, Milan, Italy.

7-10 — Gymnastics, World Trampo-
line & Tumbling Championships,
St. Petersburg, Russia.

8-11 — Auto racing, NHRA, Auto
Club Finals, Pomona, Calif.

8-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, OHL
Classic at Mayakoba, Playa del
Carmen, Mexico.

8-11 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Nedbank Challenge, Sun City,
South Africa.

9 — Auto racing, NASCAR Camping
World Truck, Lucas Oil 150,
Avondale, Ariz.

9-11 — Figure Skating, Grand Prix,
NHK Trophy, TBA, Japan.

9-11 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
TBA.

9-11 — Men’s golf, PGA Champions
Tour, Charles Schwab Cup
Championship, Phoenix.

10 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Ticket Galaxy 200,
Avondale, Ala.

10-11 — Tennis, WTA, Fed Cup
final, TBD.

11 — Auto racing, F1, Brazilian
Grand Prix, Sao Paolo.

11 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Can-Am 500, Avondale,
Ariz.

11-18 — Tennis, ATP, ATP Finals,
London.

15-18 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
DP World Tour Championship,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

15-18 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
TBA.

16 — Men’s and women’s cross-
country, NAIA championships,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

16-18 — Figure Skating, Grand
Prix, Trophee Eric Bompard, TBA,
France.

17 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Ford
Ecoboost 200, Homestead, Fla.

17 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Ford EcoBoost 300,
Homestead, Fla.

18 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Valencia,
Spain.

18 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Ford Ecoboost 400,
Homestead, Fla.

23-25 — Tennis, ATP, Davis Cup
final, TBD.

23-25 — Figure Skating, Grand
Prix, Rostelecom Cup, TBA,
Russia.

23-25 — Diving, FINA Grand Prix,
TBA.

24-Dec. 3 — Weightlifting, World
Championships, Liam, Peru.

25 — Auto racing, F1, Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix, Yas Marina, UAE.

30 — College football, Mid-
American championship, at
Detroit.

30 — College football, Pac-12
championship, at Santa Clara,
Calif.

DECEMBER
1 — College football, ACC cham-

pionship, Charlotte, N.C.
1 — College football, Big Ten

championship, Indianapolis.
1 — College football, Conference

USA, at TBD.
1 — College football, Mountain

West championship, at TBD.
1 — College football, SEC cham-

pionship, Atlanta.
1 — College football, American

Athletic championship, at TBD.
1 — Men’s college soccer, NAIA

championship game, Irvine, Calif.
1 — Women’s college soccer, NAIA

championship game, Orange
Beach, Ala.

1 — Women’s college volleyball,
NAIA championship game, TBA.

2 — Running, U.S. Marathon
Championships, Sacramento,
Calif.

2-8 — Boxing, U.S. Championships,
Salt Lake City.

3-8 — Swimming, FINA World
Short Course Championships,
Hazngzhou, China.

6-9 — Figure Skating, Grand Prix
Final, Vancouver, B.C.

8 — College football, Army vs. Navy
at Philadelphia.

8 — College football, Heisman
Trophy winner announced.

10-13 — Winter meetings, Las
Vegas.

11-16 — Swimming, FINA World
25-Meter Championships,
Hangzhou, China.

13-16 — Men’s golf, PNC Father
Son Challenge, Orlando, Fla.

15 — College football, NCAA
Division II Championship, Kansas
City, Kan.

15 — College football, NCAA
Division III Championship,
Shenandoah, Texas.

15 — College football, NAIA
championship game, Daytona
Beach, Fla. 

20-23 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Portugal Masters, Vilamoura.

20-23 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour, Tour
Championship, Atlanta

20-23 — Men’s golf, PGA Web.com,
Tour Championship, Atlantic
Beach, Fla.

20-27 — Judo, World Champion-
ships, Baku, Azerbaijan.

21 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Richmond, Va.

21-23 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Sanford International,
Sioux Falls, S.D.

21-23 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Midwest Nationals, St. Louis.

22-27 — Men’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Mid-Amateur, Charlotte, N.C.

22-27 — Women’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Women’s Mid-Amateur, Charlotte,
N.C.

23 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Aragon,
Spain.

23-29 — Tennis, WTA, Dongfeng
Motor Wuhan (China) Open.

23-30 — Cycling, UCI World Road
Championships, Innsbruck-Tirol,
Austria.

24-29 — Tennis, WTA, Tashkent
(Uzbekistan) Open.

24-30 — Tennis, ATP, Chengdu
(China) Open.

24-30 — Tennis, ATP, Shenzhen
(China) Open.

26-30 — Canoe-Kayak, ICF World
Slalom Championships, Rio de
Janiero.

28-30 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Ryder Cup, Saint-Quentin-en-
Yvelines, France.

28-30 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Pure Insurance
Championship, Pebble Beach,
Calif.

29 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Concord, N.C.

29-Oct. 7 — Tennis, ATP, China
Open, Beijing.

29-Oct. 20 — Women’s Volleyball,
FIVB World Championships,
various sites, Japan.

30 — Men’s Volleyball, FIVB World
Championship final, Turin, Italy.

30 — Auto Racing, F1, Russian
Grand Prix, Sochi.

30 — Major League Baseball, End
of regular season.

30 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Bank of America 500,
Concord, N.C.

OCTOBER
1-7 — Tennis, ATP, Rakuten Japan

Open, Tokyo.
2 — Major League Baseball,

Playoffs begin.
4-7 — Men’s golf, European PGA,

Alfred Dunhill Links Champion-
ship, St. Andrews, Scotland.

4-7 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,
Safeway Open, Napa, Calif.

4-7 — Auto racing, NHRA, Texas
Fall Nationals, Dallas.

6 — Auto racing, NASCAR XFINITY,
Dover, Del.

6-11 — Women’s golf, USGA, U.S.
Senior Women’s Amateur, Vero
Beach, Fla.

7 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Isan,
Thailand.

7 — Horse racing, Prix de l’Arc de
Triomphe, Paris.

7 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Dover, Del.

7 — Auto racing, F1, Japanese
Grand Prix, Suzuka.

7 — Running, Chicago Marathon.
7-14 — Tennis, ATP, Shanghai Rolex

Masters.
8-14 — Tennis, WTA, Generali

Ladies Linz, Austria.
8-14 — Tennis, WTA, Prudential

Hong Kong Open.
8-14 — Tennis, WTA, Tianjin

(China) Open.
9-14 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,

Tour of Turkey.
11-14 — Men’s golf, PGA Tour,

CIMB Classic, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

11-14 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
British Masters, TBA, England.

12-14 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, SAS Championship,
Cary, N.C.

12-14 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Carolina Nationals, Concords,
N.C.

13 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour, Tour
of Lombardia, Italy.

13 — Auto racing, NASCAR
Camping World Truck, Fred’s 250
Powered by Coca-Cola, Lincoln,
Ala.

13 — Auto racing, IMSA SportsCar,
Petit Le Mans, Braselton, Ga.

13 — Triathlon, Ironman World
Championship, Kailua-Kona,
Hawaii.

14 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Alabama 500, Lincoln,
Ala.

15-20 — Tennis, WTA, BGL BNP
Paribas Luxembourg Open.

15-21 — Tennis, ATP-WTA, VTP
Kremlin Cup, Moscow.

15-21 — Tennis, ATP, If Stockholm
Open.

15-21 — Tennis, ATP, European
Open, Antwerp, Belgium.

16-21 — Cycling, UCI WorldTour,
Gree-Tour of Guangxi, China.

18-21 — Men’s golf, European PGA,
Andalucia Valderrama Masters,
Sotogrande, Spain.

19-21 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Dominion Charity
Classic, Richmond, Va.

19-21 — Figure Skating, Grand
Prix, Skate America, TBA.

20 — Auto racing, NASCAR
XFINITY, Kansas Lottery 300,
Kansas City, Kan.

20 — Women’s Volleyball, FIVB
World Championship final,
Yokohama, Japan.

21 — Auto racing, NASCAR Monster
Energy, Hollywood Casino 400,
Kansas City, Kan.

21 — Auto racing, F1, United
States Grand Prix, Austin, Texas.

21 — Motorcycle, MotoGP, Motegi,
Japan.

21-28 — Tennis, WTA, BNP Paribas
WTA Finals, Singapore.

22-28 — Tennis, ATP, Swiss
Indoors, Basel.

22-28 — Tennis, ATP, Erste Bank
Open, Vienna.

22-28 — Wrestling, World Cham-
pionships, Budapest, Hundgary.

23 — Major League Baseball, World
Series begins.

25-28 — Auto racing, NHRA,
Toyota Nationals, Las Vegas.

25-Nov. 3 — Gymnastics, Artistic
World Championships, Doha,
Qatar.

26-28 — Men’s golf, PGA Cham-
pions Tour, PowerShares QQQ
Championship, Thousand Oaks,
Calif.

2018 SPORTS CALENDAR
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GUTTER , Window, Screen, Cleaning!
Blinds, Pressure Washing, Hauling.

Free est. 916-214-4319 or 736-0676

Keyla Professional House Cleaning
Comml/res for home or office. Free est.
Satisfaction 100% guar. 916-693-9697

CONCRETE

AFFORDABLE Brick & Stone, concrete,
masonry, fence. Bobcat/dump tralr Avl;
Winter Disc. #810329, 916-826-9796

CONCRETE AMERICA, LIC# 992492
Insured & Bond; Free est. Call John

916-579-8162 or office 916-410-8726

ELECTRICAL

A+ BBB , BRANNAN ELECTRIC µ
Small jobs onlyµ Breakers, Outage,Emergency,

Fast!! #832017 Dave 916-505-3025

AFFORDABLE - Electrician 25yrs exp.
Panels, fans, phns, trblsht, recess

lites. Com/Res. C10B #785623. Visa/
MC. ù Member BBB ù 916-568-0600

CHEAP! Small or Large jobs. Quality
work #472024 Rod 916-381-6462

FENCING

916-501-1259 ROY’S GREAT FENCES
Redwd fenc special $18/ft. Lic #749821
û STAR FENCE COMPANY û

If you bought somewhere else, you paid too
much. Wood, chain-link & ornamental iron.
Small jobs ok. #766134 916-399-0203

FLOORING

Afordable Porcelain & Ceramic Tile.
Floors, kitchen, dining rms, bath, etc.
Free est. L#246469 916-952-9234

BEAUTIFUL LAMINATE FLOORS!
Low Cost Labor & Materials!

Home Depot Certified Installer
L# 610607; Call Joseph 916-215-7558
NO Job Too Small! Install/Repairs. Crpt,
laminate, lino. #624556 916-600-6889

HANDYPERSON

AV HANDYMAN SERVICE, Home Repair!
plumbing, elect, fence, unlic 916-599-9203

HANDYMAN 30% SENIOR DISC,
Small Jobs. 32yrs exp. Free est. 7 days.
Plumbing, Elect, Ceiling Fan, Tile, Paint,
Fence, Carpentry. unlic 916-346-2557

yongchong14@yahoo.com
HANDYMAN - Locks install/replace, smk
dtctrs, minor repair. UnlicVic 916-525-5423
HANDYMAN Painting, Plumbing,
Fencing, Flooring; unlic. 916-230-5253
916-218-8836 HANDYM AN . Small
Jobs, Imm srvc, 20yrs exp, unlic; Dave
A Beautiful Job 20yrs. Fence, Siding,
Deck, Carpentry, Patio, Repairs, Roofing

& Concrete, Unlic.r 916-662-7687

IMMEDIATE Handyman Serv. unlic
All small jobs! Call Erik, 916-224-8009

PAINTING

INT/EXT repair, dryrot, wallpaper, siding
texture, stucco, wd flr, tile, cab, deck, conc,
fence, roof, lic# 650100; 916-213-8654
HOUSE PAINT, Kelly Moore; Low rates,
dry rot rpr, lic# 726338; 916-821-0288
A1 Quality Painting 1 of the lowest rates
in town Avg exter $795. Empty inter. Free
est L#600580 Accept CC. 966-6212

PLUMBING

ûPerf ormance Plumbing û Free Est.
By phone 916-862-0555, Lic #858362

ALL RE-PIPE, water heaters, gas lines
#634509, 40 yrs exp. 916-997-6030

ROOFING & DECKS

PRIDE IN ROOFING. We care about
the details. #1000368. 916-369-2516

SPRINKLER SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

A Big Tree Specialist. Dean’s Reliable
Tree Srvc, trim, remvl, stump grinding.
Insured ù 916-920-2141, 568-7033

A SAME DAY SERVICE: Garage, home,
yard, Rental Clean-out. Hauling junk, furni-
ture, appls. Reliableµ Rich: 916-612-8967

C & C REMOVAL SERVICE
916-531-1165

LONG’S Trash Hauling , Eagle Scout,
BBB, credit cards.Jim 916-206-7072, text ok

ELIAS Gardening. Lawn care, sprinklers,
wkly mowing, cleanups. 916-273-0109

GRAVEL , Lawn, Dirt moved. Tall weeds,
blackberrys cut, discing, rototill, trenching,
backhoe; Dave #571637; 916-988-3283

S S GARDENING, complete yrd service
cleanups, hauling, tree service, monthly
service, free estimate 916-616-2896

Cleaning & Janitorial

Home & Business Improvement

Hauling

Landscaping
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Solution on page 5

DIDYOUKNOW?

• On Good Friday in 1930, the BBC
reported, “There is no news.” Instead,
they played piano music.

• The 3 Musketeers bar was
originally split into three pieces

vanilla, chocolate and strawberry.

harder to come by during World
War II, Mars decided to go all
chocolate.

• In the 1980s, Pablo Escobar’s
Medellin Cartel was spending
$2,500 a month on rubber bands just to hold
all their cash.

• Because of the shape of California, Reno,
Nevada is farther west than Los Angeles.

Solution on
page 5
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ACROSS

1. (K) They hold your hands
5. (K) Urge or egg on
9.
12. Bog fuel
13. Capitol Hill helper
14. (K) Scientist’s work room
15. Storage building
16. (K) Messy person
17. Minedmineral
18. Catch in a sting
20. (K) Overturn
22. (K) The color of blood
23. Bit of pond vegetation
25. (K) “See you later!”
27. Demanding performer
29. Cornea neighbor
33. (K) Not imaginary
35. (K) Female pig
36. (K) Farmer’s place,
in song
37.
38. (K) Join together
40. Paper towel layer

41. (K) Winter coaster
43. Misjudge
45. (K) Baby pooch
48. Banded rock
51. Teamwork obstacle
52. Chess ending
55. Software prototype
56. (K) Very highmountain
57. (K) Make preparations
58. (K) Tied, as a score
59. Potassium hydroxide
60. (K) “Take this!”
61. (K) Allows
DOWN

1. Basilica part
2. (K) Horse strap
3. Subject to abuse
4. (K) Mall component
5. (K)Showsurprise
6. (K) Engine’s need
7. Ruckus
8. Clean up, as software
9. Wild plum
10. (K) Deserve

11. Tucked in for the night
19. (K) Opposite of subtract
21. Settled a bill
23. (K) Refrain from
24. (K) Something tomow
25. Part of a two-piece
bathing suit
26. Hankering
28. (K) Castaway’s spot
30. Temporary relief
31. (K) Not feeling well
32. Crafty
34.
39. (K) Barbie’s friend
42. Type of node
44. Revolting one?
45. (K) Bell sound
46. (K) “The ___ Duckling”
47. Roman Catholic leader
48. Heredity factor
49. Mark for retention
50. Without
53. (K) Ginger ___ soda
54. (K) Paving goo

Solution on page 21

The (K) Clues Are for Kids

CELEBRITY CIPHER: Solution on page 5

HINT: N=J
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Solution: Celebrity Cipher, page 4

Solution:Awolfinsheep’sclothing

Solution: 7 Little Words, page 3
1. PICKETS
2. BANTERED
3. PLUNDERED
4. OBJECTING

5. SIGHS
6. PALAVER
7. FIXINGS

Solution on

page 9

Solution: Up & DownWords, page 3

Solution: Celebrity Cipher,
page 12
1. “I was always the kid at
school who thought it was a

alarm.” − James Corden

2. “The bonds we create
in the household are the
most important and lasting.
Savor them; they’re sacred.”
−RainnWilson
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Solution: Sudoku puzzles, page 3

Solution on page 9
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Solution on

page 9

Solution on

page 9

DIDYOU

KNOW?

• Andy’s
evil
neighbor
Sid from
Toy Story
returns

as the
garbage
man in Toy
Story 3.
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CELEBRITY CIPHER: Solutions on page 11

HINT: C=J

HINT: N=Q

HINT: Z=K

1

2

3
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Solution: 7 Little Words, page 6
1. DEVOURS
2. RENTAL
3. ESCORTING
4. BROOMED

5. MOTOWN
6. WORRY
7. COMMUTERS

Solution: Sudoku puzzle, page 7

Solution: Play 4, page 7

Solution: Universal Crossward, page 11

Solution: Play 4, page 5

DIDYOUKNOW?

• In 1999,
Furbies were
banned from the
National Security
Agency’s Maryland
headquarters
because it was
feared the toys
might repeat
national security
secrets.
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ACROSS

1. Scully or Diesel
4. Actress Armstrong
8. Offend
12. “— Road Truckers”
13. Change a manuscript
14. Face-to-face exam
15. Shown, with 38- Across,
Oscar-winning actress
17. “Heartburn”
author Ephron
18. Make changes to
19. “Pitch Perfect”
star Brittany
20. Miley Cyrus series, “—
Montana”
23. Bond movie,
“The World Is
— Enough”
25. Ms. Poehler
26. Fleck and Lugosi
30. Northern Scandinavians
33. Ms. Ryan of “The Beverly
Hillbillies”
34. Crooner Fisher
35. Actress Ortiz
36. 1980s band,
— Speedwagon
38. See 15-Across

41. Actor Eric
44. — Tuck of
“Robin Hood”
46. “Last — to Brooklyn”
47. Featured star’s 2015 movie,
“Mad Max: ——”
51. Mr. Rayburn of “The Match
Game”
52. Sheltered, at sea
53. “Futurama” hero
54. “Poor me!”
55. 2002 sitcom,
“— Than Perfect”
56. “For shame!”

DOWN

1. “Combat!”
star Morrow
2. First person
in Berlin
3. Teacher’s org.
4. “Twilight” heroine
5. Award-winning costume
designer Head
6. 2004 movie, “Super —Me”
7. “Home Alone” star Daniel
8. Featured star’s 2003 movie
9. “— Chef”
10. Casino game

11. Imperfection
16. Hurried
20. “Perry Mason”
star Barbara
21. “Diary of ——Housewife”
22. Dennis Franz series, “— Blue”
24. — -Wan Kenobi
27. “All in the Family” producer
28. — Domini
29. Mr. Astin
31. Captain Hook’s crew
32. Edward R. Murrow’s
“— It Now”
37. Waste material
38. Exhausts
39. “Kevin Can Wait” star Erinn
40. Be mistaken
41. Mambo
musician Lou
42. Jump on the ice
43. Ms. Dobrev of “The Vampire
Diaries”
45. Jane Fonda film, “Georgia
—”
48. “Ferris Bueller’s Day—”
49. Graynor
or Stidham
50. “Touched By an Angel” actor
John

Solution
on

page 18

TV CROSSWORD

DIDYOUKNOW?

• Oscar the Grouch
used to be orange.
Jim Henson decided
to make him green
before the second
season of Sesame
Street. How did
Oscar explain the
color change? He
said he went on
vacation to the
very damp Swamp
Mushy Muddy
and turned green

overnight.
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Solution: Celebrity Cipher 1, page 8
“I really am profoundly grateful just in general in my life. I’ve had an embar-
rassing amount of good fortune.” −Edie Falco

Solution: Celebrity Cipher 2, page 8
“My favorite review described me as a cinematic equivalent of junk mail ... it
sounds like a dig” − SteveBuscemi

Solution: Celebrity Cipher 3, page 8
“My father was an American who could cuss in italian andmake an aria out of
it. It was wonderful to watch” −Dominic Chianese

NOUPSOR

DOWNS

ACROSS

1 Baby zebras

6 Sounds of good
cheer?

10 Daffy Duck has
one

14 Inuit’s domed
home

15 Way off base

16 Ancient Cuzco
citizen

17 Home for a Brit-
ish super, perhaps

20 Smaller sofa

21 Thin decorative
layers

22 Gothenburg
native

25 Like pretentious
museumgoers

26 Zilch in Mexico

30 Sentence part

32 Like many kitch-
en appliances

35 Lawrence’s place

41 Angel’s outfit?

43 Coil

44 Hail Mary

45 Famous canal

47 Allergic outbreak,
sometimes

48 Drink, kitty-style

53 Internet message

56 Growth near the
tonsil

58 Loud summer
bug

63 Factor for players
in big games

66 Bulky gray-
ish-brown eagle

67 Jet type

68 Accept as one’s
own

69 Card of owner-
ship, in Monopoly

70 TV award

71 Poemwith quo-
tations

DOWN

1 Newton’s fruit?

2 Especially cruel
boss

3 Muchmore than
some

4 Lummox

5 Loudness units

6 WWII flying group

7 Shoemaker’s
puncher

8 Dam or president

9 ___ gin fizz

10 One with a run-
on sentence?

11 Place to moor

12 Surgery remind-
ers

13 Easy scapegoat

18 Morningmoisture

19 Genetic letters

23 Good’s opposite

24 Orate passion-
ately

26 Bird bills

27 Gain ___ on (lead
but good)

28 Lucy’s sitcom
partner

29 Dell or Lenovo
rival

31 Cause of ruin

33 Television listings
abbr.

34 Audible, un-
healthy chest sound

36 It’s the crime
center?

37 Where the wise
men came from

38 Said twice, an
island near Tahiti

39 “The Black
Prince” writer
Murdoch

40 Baby’s nurse, in
China

42 Pigmented eye
layer

46 Use, as coupons

48 Secured, as a
sneaker

49 Love to pieces

50 Kind of pasta

51 Starving

52 Polynesian food
staple

54 Winter hazard

55 Purple flower

57 Eric of “Monty
Python”

59 Relinquish, as
land

60 The Bard of ___
(Shakespeare)

61 Accounting or
sales, e.g. (Abbr.)

62 Certain sax

64 ‘60s war site,
informally

65 Let it all out, in
a way

Solution on

page 9
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Solution on page 14

CELEBRITY CIPHER: Solutions on page 5

HINT: H=Y

HINT: S=V

1

2

AMAAN BIRDI
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15 LETTER
WORDS

ACROSS

1 “Martial” follower

5 “Mini” selling places

10 Bald spot coverings

14 Awkward, uncouth
person

15 Midwestern me-
tropolis

17 Europe’s largest
volcano

18 Enjoy, as a chef’s
meal

19 Big-time launcher

20 Honesty, polite-
ness, charm, etc.

23 “Spare the rod, ___
the child”

24 Like bad winters

25 Steer clear of

28 Larger-life link

30 Native of Bangkok

31 Bake eggs in their
shells

33 Young boy

36 Including every-
thing

40 Farm tool

41 Make someone do a
spit take

42 Word with “Dutch”
or “toaster”

43 Quiet sound that
can mean “Look here!”

44 Piece of luggage
carried by hand

46 Alaskan native

49 Alpha’s opposite

51 Employing sym-
pathy

57 Brahman’s promi-
nent feature

58 Divvy up accord-
ingly

59 “Bright” thing from
one’s mind

60 Certain sporting
sword

61 Makers of a big V

62 Kind of year

63 Rectangular paving
stone with a curved
top

64 Did somemath

65 Some football
players

DOWN

1 Waugh or Guinness

2 IRA type

3 Casserole type

4 TV’s Enterprise, e.g.

5 Russian capital

6 Stradivarius’ teacher

7 “Bolero” composer

8 One of the Marvel
superheroes

9 Common garment
of India

10 If you simply bask
for it, you’ll get it

11 Walking ___ (euphor-
ic)

13 Secret supply

21 Beast that imitates

22 Entertainer Lewis,
with a lamb 43-Down

25 Carve into crystal,
e.g.

27 Showed up

28 Fork prong

29 Ruth’s 714 or a
day’s 24

31 Closed

So Fine”

33 Name onmany
jeans’ labels

34 Some British
beverages

35 Bit of force?

37 One associated with
dreadlocks

38 Bad “accidental”
letters?

39 Apt to go into a
rage

43 Marionette relative

-

45 Turkish lord (var.)

46 Pains in the neck

47 It makes gems
appear larger

48 Actor M. ___ Walsh

49 Lubricated

50 Squirrel’s partner,in
cartoons

52 Long, drawn-out
tale

53 It glides across
snow

54 First inhabited
place

55 The periodic table’s
Pb

56 Runs at the mouth

Solution on
page 15

Solution: Crossword, page 15

DIDYOUKNOW?

• Horses are incapable of throwing up.

• In Peanuts in 1968, Snoopy trained to become a champion

thumbs.

• Only one McDonald’s in the world has turquoise arches.

would look bad with the natural red rock of the city.
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Solution:Word Scrimmage, page 12

Solution: Up & Down words,
page 22

START

MAZE

Solution: 7 Little Words, page 17
1. RUSTIEST
2. MISSOURIANS
3. TREATING
4. OVERWORKS

5. ROSS
6. BRETT
7. CONSTABLES

• “Silver Bells” was called
“Tinkle Bells” until co-
composer Jay Livingston’s
wife told him “tinkle” had
another meaning.

*
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Solution: Crossword,
page 13

Still playing the long
game

ACROSS

1 Unit next to a bullet
point

5 Crass or impolite

9 Give a ___ the back
(congratulate)

14 Kind of pad

15 Word with “go bragh!”

16 The Gem State

17 The quarrelsome per-
son next door competes
on “Family ...

20 Performs

“classic”

22 Common, strong
chemical bases

26 Call forth or summon
(arch.)

30 Any hard worker

31 Go ‘round and ‘round

32 Give a terrible review
to

33 Men

34 Con’s knife

35 Boats like Ham’s

36 A Chinese restaurateur

competes on “Wheel of ...

39 Hollywood’s Brad

40 Beatty and Kelly

41 Pitchfork extension

43 Sean Lennon’s mom

44 “Mardi” follower

45 Illinois River port

46 Turned a deaf ear
toward

48 Basking, often

49 “___ the season ...”

50 Stationery hue,
sometimes

51 Terse people compete
on “The Price is ...

59 Like some expecta-
tions or obligations

60 Part of a ratchet wheel

61 Opera song for one

62 A door allows it

63 Wipe out, as a dragon

64 Seaweed type

DOWN

1 Global economic grp.

2 Driver’s peg

3 Aussie source of lean
red meat

4 Like the Who’s appear-

ance, once

5 Legendary French
impressionist

6 Cravings or desires

7 Loud noises

8 In Kentucky, Bowling
Green-to-Ashland dir.

9 Bird that appreciates
statues

10 Improvised

11 Bar bill

12 Palindromic exclama-
tion of surprise

13 Easter can follow it?

18 Least active

19 Within a living organ-
ism, in biology

22 It has cash 24/7

24 Twomillion pounds

25 Focused

26 “Spice” anagram

27 Involving deductive
reasoning

28 Conned

29 Printer’s spaces,
sometimes

31 Tool storage facilities

34 Golf legend Sammy

35 Ohio city

37 What an unruly mob
produces

38 Cops’ shout, some-
times

39 Kauai serving

42 Brief joke

44 Tough and willing to
face danger

45 Exclusively or solely

47 “None of the above”

48 Indicator of a neutral
vowel sound

50 “And others” abbr.

51 Regret

52 Place to stay in
Vermont

53 Primemeridian hrs.

55 Butcher block wood,
often

56 Strong emotion of
anger

57 It’s nothing, really

58 Strike gently

Solution on
page 13

Solution:

Wonderword,
page 17

PINNACLE

DIDYOUKNOW?

• When the computer mouse was
invented, it was called the “X-Y Position
Indicator for a Display System.”

• In his book,
Dick Cheney says
his yellow lab
Dave was banned
from Camp David
for attacking
President Bush’s
dog Barney.

• The Q in
Q-tips stands for
quality.
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Across

5. Reddish-brown

9. 1969 best supporting actor
Young

12. Low voice

13. Hank Williams song, “-- -- the
Light”

14. John Pankow on “Mad About
You”

15. Mr. Cunningham of “Game of
Thrones”

16. Spice Girl Halliwell

17. “America’s -- Talent”

18. Black gunk

19. Shown, he’s Captain Kirk in
3-Down: 2 wds.

21. 1979 movie, “All -- Jazz”

23. Train depot: abbr.

24. Hat for Che Guevara

26. Actress Lucci

30. Bette Davis movie, “What --
Happened to Baby Jane?”

31. 1950s star Turner

32. Reality series, “-- and Afraid”

34. Mike Rowe show “-- Jobs”

35. “The Old Man and the --”

37. Inkling

38. “Notorious” star: 2 wds.

42. Capture

45. Latin 101 word

46. 1960 Olympics site

47. Actress McClurg

48. Comedian Caesar

49. Dubai dignitary

50. Mineral deposit

51. Citrus drink ending

52. 2013 series, “Witches of
-- End”

53. Lose it

Down

1. Cartoonist Kelly

2. Director Kazan

4. Actor Hardy

6. Manipulator

7. Indian garments

8. Turns, distorts

9. Actress Rice

10. “-- Fist”

11. Johnny Deppmovie, “The
Ninth --”

19. Ms. Deeley

20. Tony Sirico on “The Sopra-
nos”

22. Unorthodox opinion

24. Feldman or Foster

25. Ms. Amurri

27. Mother of 25-Down

28. Hill dweller

29. Old negative

33. Academic award

34. Banned pesticide

36. Fragrance

37. Not moving

38. “Mi -- es su ...”

39. Surrounded by

-- Together”

41. French friends

43. Opera set in Egypt

44. Roadrunner comment

47. Golfer Ernie

Solution on
page 18

TV CROSSWORD

DIDYOUKNOW?

• When asked
who owned the
patent on the
polio vaccine,
Jonas Salk
said, “Well,
the people.
There is
no patent.
Could you
patent the
sun?”

• The little BIC
pen logo guy

has a name. It’s
BIC Boy.
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Solution on page 15
DIDYOUKNOW?

• According to NASA’s FAQ page, “There are no plans at this
time to send children into space.”

• The string on boxes of animal crackers was originally
placed there so the container could be hung from a
Christmas tree.

• During a 2004 episode
of Sesame Street, Cookie
Monster said that before
he started eating cookies,
his name was Sid

• The word “PEZ”
comes from the German
word for peppermint—

Solution on page 14
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Solution: TV Crossword, page 10

Solution: TV Crossword, page 16
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Solution on page 22

Solution: Crossword, page 25DIDYOUKNOW?

• Before settling on
the Seven Dwarfs we
know today, Disney
also considered
Chesty, Tubby,
Burpy, Deafy, Hickey,
Wheezy, and Awful.

• Brenda Lee was
only 13 when she
recorded “Rockin’
Around the
Christmas Tree.”
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Solution: TV Crossword, page 24

666161
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Solution: Family Time Crossword, page 4

Solution on page 26HOWTOPLAYKAKURO

Fill in the squares using
any number from 1 to
9, without repeating
any numbers in a run
line (row or column
blocked off by black
boxes). The numbers in
each horizontal run line
must add up to the sum
shown in the black box
to its left (above the
diagonal). The numbers
in each vertical run line
must add up to the sum
shown in the black box
at its top (below the
diagonal).

KAKURO DIDYOUKNOW?

• For a fee, the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and
Printing will sell you a 5-lb bag with $10,000
worth of shredded U.S. currency.

• Australia is the only country that is also a
continent.

• Baskin
Robbins
once made
ketchup
ice cream.
This was the
only vegetable

ice cream
produced.
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Solution:Word Scrimmage, page 19

Solution on page 14

DIDYOUKNOW?

• Grover Cleveland
is the only US
president to have
beenmarried in
the White House.

• James
Buchanan was
the only US
president never
to be married.

• There is
only one Q in a

Scrabble game and
Q is the only letter in

the alphabet that does
not appear in the name
of any state of the United

DIDYOUKNOW?

• Ohio is the only
US state without

pennant.
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Solution on page 17

DIDYOUKNOW?

• Gerald Ford was the
only US president not
to have been elected to

either the presidency or the
vice presidency.

• Franklin D. Roosevelt
was the only US president
elected four times.

• George Washington
is the only man whose

birthday is a legal holiday in
every state of the United
States.

• Richard M. Nixon is the
only US president to

have resigned.
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ACROSS

1. “Back to the
Future” bully

5. Rock band, Fleet-
wood—

“La—Humaine”

12. Bruce Campbell’s
“The—Dead”

13. Fla. neighbor

14. Matinee—

15 “Cagney and
Lacey” star Daly

16. Mr. Morrow

17. 1940s actress Foch

18. “Scandal” star Kerry

24. Actor West

25. Featured star’s
“Laugh-In”
character, — Ann

27. Ahab’s nemesis

32. “This Is Us”
star Ventimiglia

33. Charlie Harper’s
brother

34. Blair or Diamond

36. “Hannah and Her
Sisters” actor Nolan

37. TLC series,
“Too— to Home”

42. Shown, “Grace and
Frankie” star: 2 wds.

47. “StartUp” star Brody

48. “Holy moly!”

49. One of the Os-
bournes

53. Campus military org.

54. Blake Lively movie,
“The— of Adaline”

55. Tom Hanks’
“— to Perdition”

56. On a cruise

57. 40 winks

DOWN

1. The annual — Hip
Hop Awards

2. Drew Barrymore
movie, “Poison—”

3. Half a sawbuck

4. “One—Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest”

5. “Upstairs Downstairs”
star Jean

6. Waikiki welcome

7. Rustic dwelling

8. Crooner Crosby

9. Blue-pencil

10. Up—— good

11. Enthusiasm

19. Role for 12-Across

20. Fox sitcom,
“— Girl”

21. Jewels

22. Ms. Falco

23. “MacGyver”
star Lucas

26. TV host Bergeron

28. Bryan Cranston on
“Malcolm in
the Middle”

29. Burn balm

30. Places

31. Concludes

35. Whoopi Goldberg’s
“Sister —”

36. Another Waikiki
welcome

38. “Law and Order”
detective Mike—

39. Charlton Heston

“The—Man”

40. Humphrey Bogart
mystery, “The
Big—”

42. “— Croft:
Tomb Raider”

43. Wedding vows:
2 wds.

44. “— Night With Seth
Meyers”

45. Village People
hit song

46. Comedian Mac-
Donald

50. Menagerie

51. Electric sound

52. Running back stats

Solution on
page 20

DIDYOUKNOW

• The king of
hearts is the only
king without a
moustache on
a standard
playing card.

• The
number 4 is the
only number
in the English

language that has
the same number of
letters in its name as
its meaning.?
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YOU COMPLETE US
ACROSS

1 Retire from themilitary,
Brit-style
6 Human incubators
11 Place to relax in a
luxury hotel
14 Who has shown up
for all the Detroit Lions’
Super Bowls?
15 Native American pole
16 Pantry item, often
17 Although animated,
you complete me, “Lady ...
19 Halloweenmo.
20 Places of safety
21 Fits involving shaking
and quivering
23 Mourning person?
26 Like February days
27 Word with “Power,”
“Texas” or “park”
28 Sweet baby or angel of
the second order
30 Comics canine in the
military
31 Loud horn noise
32 Start of a kindergarten
song
35 Sign made with two

36 Happy to have an

incomplete sentence
38 Homer Simpson’s
utterance
39 Be incorrect
40 Nullify
41 Taj Mahal’s spot

44 One who is more
than just a child’s friend
46 Vegetable common
in 19-Across
48 Trips involving life
preservers
49 Urge to action
50 Ink spots and wine
splashes, for two
52 Rodent that’s despi-
cable to many
53 Although dangerous,
you complete me,
man ...
58 Word in many titles
59 Thing that Dr. Seuss
liked to do
60 Like a locked bath-
room stall
61 Consumed
62 Some horns
63 Land of the pharaohs
DOWN

1 Kind of modern

2 Longest division of
geological time
3 Old TV squad with
Linc, Julie and Pete
4 Rushing from place
to place
5 Not act up
6 Say something
7 Divided between two
choices
8 Plane-landing
guesses
9 Sleep phase with
busy eyes
10 Mentally or physical-

11 You are proof of good
deeds and you complete
me, boy ...
12 Indiana hoopster
13 Itchy and anxious
18 “Be it ___ so humble
...”
22 Large African
antelope
23 Place of many
oranges
24 Critic, often
25 Angelina Jolie, your

“Girl ...
26 “Where ___ you?”

28 Shut down
29 In great health
31 It comes straight
from a donkey’s mouth
33 Word attached to
“wind” or “air”
34 Casual conversations
36 Small-time vendors
37 Greek god of war
41 Getting out of bed
43 Old conjunction
44 Supercilious one

46 Full circle measure-
ment
47 Mutual of ___ (insur-
ance company)
48 They assist in walking
50 River to the under-
world
51 Thing often checked
on smartphones
54 “Oh, so that’s it!”
55 Any dude or bro
56 Psychic ability
57 Moved to Florida at

Solution on
page 19

DIDYOUKNOW?

• In 1963, baseball pitcher
Gaylord Perry remarked,
“They’ll put a man on
the moon before I

hit a home
run.” On

July 20, 1969, a
few hours after Neil

Armstrong set foot
on the moon, Gaylord

only) home run.

• The airplane Buddy Holly
died in was the “American Pie.”
( thus the name of the Don
McLean song).
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Solution: KAKURO, page 21

DIDYOUKNOW?

•

and numbered the dialog starting with a D. Sound designer
Walter Murch asked George for Reel 2, Dialog 2 by saying “R2D2”.
George liked the way that sounded so much he integrated that
into another project he was working on.
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CHRISTMAS IN INDIA
The holiday is becoming big business 
in India, where it has a cosmopolitan 
appeal to people of many faiths. Page 6DAILY BONUS eEDITION

CONTENT IN TODAY’S EXTRA EXTRA MAY HAVE ALREADY APPEARED IN YOUR DAILY PAPER

WASHINGTON

After a halting start, the Re-
publican-controlled 115th Con-
gress – sometimes in collab-
oration with President Donald
Trump, often despite him – has
enacted surprisingly far-reach-
ing conservative achievements

in its first year, among them a
long-promised rewrite of the tax
code, oil drilling in the Arctic
and a series of lifetime appoint-
ments to the judiciary.

For the new year, Republican
leaders in the House have their
sights on decades-old programs
for the poor that they say are
too easily exploited by those
who do not need them. Trump
is expected to move forward

with a long-promised program
to rebuild roads, bridges and
other infrastructure.

And Sen. Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., the majority leader, is
speaking gamely of bipartisan-
ship, especially on legislation to
protect young unauthorized
immigrants brought to the
country as children, whose
Obama-era protection from
deportation will run out in

March.
On Jan. 20, the latest stopgap

spending measure expires, giv-
ing lawmakers from both parties
another chance to force resolu-
tions on outstanding immigra-
tion and health care measures,
along with efforts to raise caps
on military and domestic spend-
ing. And an $81 billion package
of relief for hurricane and wild-
fire victims that passed the
House last week awaits Senate
action.

“I don’t think most of our
Democratic colleagues want to
do nothing, and there are areas,
I think, where we can get bipar-
tisan agreement,” McConnell

told reporters Friday.
But all of those plans will play

out in an election year that is
shaping up as a referendum on
Trump, whose historically low
approval ratings could deflate
any Republican overtures to
Democrats not anxious to boost
the president.

“Hope springs eternal, but
they’d have to be a real reversal
from the way they’ve operated
now,” said Sen. Chuck Schumer
of New York, the Democratic
leader.

McConnell declared 2017 a
year of “extraordinary accom-

After a chaotic start, Congress 
has made a conservative mark
BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

New York Times

SEE CONGRESS, PAGE 2
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lineup could lead to a turning
point in that mission.

“You want something to at-
tach yourself to during the holi-
days. Football is that for us on
Thanksgiving, and now basket-
ball is the thing on Christmas,”
said Golden State Warriors star
Kevin Durant, whose team
headlines the day in a marquee
NBA Finals rematch against the
Cleveland Cavaliers (3 p.m. ET,
ABC). 

Catching the NFL in the rat-
ings someday soon is still a
massive long shot, but the NBA
has established itself as the
clear No. 2 in the American
sporting landscape. Its current
national television deal pays the
sport $2.66 billion annually,
more than a billion dollars more
than that of Major League Base-

For generations, major pro-
fessional leagues could only
envy the National Football
League’s marriage with Thanks-
giving, the sport synonymous
with the holiday. A decade ago,
the National Basketball Associ-
ation increased its Christmas
slate to five games spread
throughout the day, a showcase
for its best teams and glitziest
stars, making a push toward
Dec. 25 becoming its equivalent
to the NFL’s Thanksgiving.

As the football league battles
sagging viewership amid a host
of on- and off-field issues, the
NBA’s surging global popularity
and star-studded Christmas

ball ($1.55 billion). And its
Christmas strategy - the day is
its biggest ratings performer of
the regular season - is at least
helping threaten to close the
gap on the leader, the NFL,
which last year drew twice as
many fans to its highest-rated
Christmas Day game than the
NBA’s top-rated game.

“From the start, the NFL was
building on a tradition,” said
Richard Crepeau, a retired his-
tory professor from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida who
specializes in American sport
history. “Thanksgiving games
and football go way back into
the very, very early years of
football, back into the late 19th
century. 

“What the NBA is trying to
do, they don’t have quite the

sort of national pull of an audi-
ence behind them. The NFL is
the American obsession. The
NBA is not. It’s the obsession of

some of us, but not on the scale
of the NFL. To me, that’s also a
very, very big difference.”

The NBA officially designated
Christmas the most important
day of its regular season in
2008, when, at the urging of
ESPN, its Christmas Day lineup
expanded to five games instead
of one to three. Nine seasons
later, the NBA enters Monday
with a tail wind that’s the envy
of the sports world, and Com-
missioner Adam Silver said
players have embraced the
prominence the holiday stage
offers.

“As much as many of them
would like to be home with their
families on Christmas, they
recognize they’re in the enter-

BY TIM BONTEMPS

Washington Post

Washington Post illustration

The NBA is in the 10th season of an expanded Christmas Day slate, which it hopes continues to gain traction.

THE NBA’S ULTIMATE 

CHRISTMAS WISH?

IT’S STILL A LONG
SHOT, BUT THE NBA,
SURGING WHILE THE
NFL SLIGHTLY WAVERS,
HOPES ITS CHRISTMAS
DAY SLATE CAN
PERHAPS BECOME THE
BASKETBALL
EQUIVALENT OF
THANKSGIVING
FOOTBALL.

SEE NBA, PAGE 3
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plishment,” a boast that
only weeks ago seemed
impossible. But a year
marred by public spats
between the president and
Republican leaders in
Congress was capped off
with a rewrite of the tax
code that cut corporate
tax rates, favored business
owners and reduced in-
come tax rates, at least
temporarily, for most
families. The same law
opened Alaska’s Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge
to oil exploration, a goal
sought by Republicans for
decades.

It also eliminated tax
penalties in the Affordable
Care Act intended to force
most Americans to have
health care. Ending the
individual mandate was
Republicans’ most direct
blow to President Barack
Obama’s signature do-
mestic achievement after
a year of misses and inef-
fectual attacks.

At least for now, the tax
bill remains highly unpop-
ular, according to opinion
polls. Nevertheless,
Trump trumpeted those
achievements on Twitter
on Sunday. “What an
incredible year we had,”
he added. “Don’t let the
Fake News convince you
otherwise.”

Those achievements
came after the quiet con-
firmation of 12 federal
appeals court judges – the
most in a single year since
the appeals courts were
established in 1891. The

confirmations will remake
the federal judiciary,
stocking it with young and
very conservative judges
who will serve for decades
to come. And those came
along with the confirma-
tion of Neil Gorsuch to the
Supreme Court.

“With the new adminis-
tration coming in, it has
been more chaotic and
more politicized than I
would like to think,” Sen.
Susan Collins, R-Maine,
said. “But we do have
more accomplishments
than I think we’re general-
ly given credit for.”

For Republicans, who
never expected Trump to
win the presidency, get-
ting adjusted to life with a
former reality TV star in
the White House was not
easy.

“I’d say one of the big-
ger challenges we dealt
with this year is just trying
to manage the chaotic
nature of the White
House, the never-ending
tweets, drama and dys-
function,” said Rep. Char-
lie Dent, R-Pa.

But after a photo finish,
Democrats are not calling
the 115th Congress “do-
nothing.” Instead they are
dwelling on what Repub-
licans did.

“If you ask the top 1
percent how Senate Re-
publicans did this year,
they’d give them an A,”
Schumer said. “But if you
ask middle-class Amer-
icans how the Republican
Senate did this year,

they’d give them a big fat
red F.”

McConnell has warned
that 2018 will be difficult.
With the election in Ala-
bama of Doug Jones, a
Democrat, to the Senate,
the Republican majority
next year will be 51-49.
Senate Republicans are
eyeing modest measures
in the coming months: to
protect “Dreamers,”
young unauthorized im-
migrants; to revise the
Obama-era Dodd-Frank
financial regulatory law to
protect small community
banks; and to stabilize
health insurance markets
by temporarily reinstating
insurance subsidies sus-
pended by Trump.

Trump will host
McConnell and Speaker
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin at
Camp David in the first
weekend of January to
align on an agenda for
2018, beginning with
infrastructure, his legisla-
tive director, Marc Short,
said on Fox News Sunday.

“Both Democrats and
Republicans say that in-
frastructure is crumbling
and we need to fix it,” he
said. “But the big question
remains: Will Democrats
put politics aside and
actually work with us?
They need to meet us
halfway.”

Ryan has bigger ambi-
tions of taking on some of
the government’s biggest
programs; Republicans
have singled out food
stamps, welfare and Med-
icaid.

But after a bruising
year, Democrats are leery.
Republicans and Demo-
crats had detailed plans to

lure corporate profits
parked overseas back
home, and use some of
that revenue to finance an
infrastructure push. The
new tax law ignored those
proposals.

“They used it all to
reduce taxes on the
wealthiest corporations,”
Schumer said.

As for House plans to
cut poverty programs,
Sen. Richard J. Durbin of
Illinois, the No. 2 Demo-
crat, scoffed: “It is just
perfect, isn’t it? Tax
breaks for the wealthiest
people who haven’t
punched a time clock in
their lives so that we could
cut back food stamps for
single moms trying to feed
hungry kids. Perfect.”

The truth is, even
McConnell acknowledged
that 2017 was “pretty
partisan.”

The choice to make
repealing the Affordable
Care Act conservatives’
first legislative effort was
generally considered a
misstep, said Sen. Lindsey
Graham, R-S.C. And the
half measure that Repub-
licans achieved may des-
tabilize insurance mar-
kets.

“The good news is we
repealed the individual
mandate,” Graham said.
“The bad news is we now
own health care, for sure.”

By sheer numbers, Con-
gress was less productive
in 2017 than in 2009, the
first year of Obama’s
presidency. In 2009, Oba-
ma signed 125 bills into
law, including a huge
economic stimulus pack-
age, the expansion of the
Children’s Health Insur-

ance Program and legisla-
tion to regulate tobacco.

This year, Trump signed
93 measures into law, but
of those, 15 were “joint
resolutions of disapprov-
al” which rolled back
pending Obama-era reg-
ulations. Under the law
that created such resolu-
tions, they are not tech-
nically laws and cannot be
filibustered in the Senate.

“Other than the tax bill,
this first session of Con-
gress has been a bit of a
bust,” said Steven S.
Smith, a political scientist
at Washington University
in St. Louis. “And that
probably means that this
Congress is a bust, be-
cause first sessions tend to
be a little bit more pro-
ductive than second ses-
sions.”

Beyond the tax bill,
much of what Congress
accomplished came de-
spite Trump, not because
of him. Lawmakers from
both parties forced the
president to accept sweep-
ing sanctions against Rus-
sia, Iran and North Korea
and sharply limited his
ability to suspend or lift
them. The legislation
passed with veto-proof
majorities.

The string of regulatory
rollbacks, passed using a
once little-known law
called the Congressional
Review Act, did reverse
pending rules approved in
the last days of the Oba-
ma administration, in-
cluding one aimed at
protecting internet priva-
cy, one aimed at prevent-
ing coal companies from
dumping waste into
streams, and another

intended to bar people
with mental illnesses from
buying guns.

“This administration
and Congress working
together probably did
more on the deregulatory
front than any Congress in
modern history,” declared
Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla.

But Durbin said that
was hardly something to
boast about.

“If you’d look at what
little we have done this
year in the United States
Senate compared to when
I arrived in this chamber,
you’d wonder how we
could draw a paycheck,”
said Durbin, who has
spent 20 years in the Sen-
ate.

Congress did complete
some little-noticed busi-
ness in bipartisan fashion.
By a vote of 94-1, the
Senate passed legislation
to finance the Food and
Drug Administration,
which reauthorized user
fees to pay for the review
of medical devices, brand-
name drugs and generic
drugs.

Some Republicans ex-
pressed confidence that
even Trump has learned
some lessons from such
experiences.

“The president has
developed a much greater
appreciation for the pro-
cess than he had a year
ago,” said Sen. Roy Blunt,
R-Mo. “I personally devel-
oped a greater sense of
appreciation for the new
fresh set of eyes that he
brings to this. And if we
could put those two things
together effectively, next
year we will have a pretty
good starting point.”

FROM PAGE 1

CONGRESS

SEATTLE

After hearing heart-
breaking stories of refu-
gees who have struggled
to reconnect with their
families and listening to
the plight of others who
strive to leave dangerous
situations, a federal judge
said he would try to issue
a ruling on a motion to
block a Trump adminis-
tration ban on refugees
before Christmas. 

Late on the day before
Christmas Eve, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge James Robart
released a 65-page order
that gave relief to both
groups: He granted a
nationwide injunction that
blocks the administra-
tion’s restrictions on the
process of reuniting refu-
gee families and partially
lifted a ban on refugees
from 11 mostly Muslim
countries. 

Robart limited that part
of the injunction to refu-
gees who have a bona fide
relationship with people
or entities in the U.S., but
said refugees who have
formal agreements with
refugee resettlement
agencies or humanitarian
organizations constitutes
such a relationship. 

“At stake in this deci-
sion is a question partic-
ularly poignant around the
holidays - family reuni-
fication,” said Mary Fan, a
professor at the University
of Washington Law
School. 

President Donald
Trump restarted the refu-
gee program in October
“with enhanced vetting
capabilities.” Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson, Acting
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Elaine Duke and

Director of National In-
telligence Daniel Coats
also wrote a memo that
specified the categories of
the refugees who should
be banned. 

The new executive
order banned entry of
spouses and minor chil-
dren of refugees who have
already settled in the U.S.,
referred to as “follow-to-
join” refugees, and sus-
pended the refugee pro-
gram for people coming
from 11 countries, nine of
which are mostly Muslim. 

About 2,500 refugees in
the U.S. are able to reunite
with their families
through the “follow-to-
join” process, Robart said. 

The American Civil
Liberties Union sued the
administration on behalf

of a Somali man, using the
pseudonym Joseph Doe,
who has spent years trying
to bring his wife and chil-
dren to his new home in
Washington state. The
ACLU case was consoli-
dated with one filed by
Jewish Family Service,
which challenged the
administration’s prohibi-
tion of refugees from
certain countries until the
vetting process could be
reviewed. 

Department of Justice
lawyers argued in a hear-
ing Thursday that the ban
was a temporary and rea-
sonable way for agencies
to deal with gaps in the
screening process. The
restrictions were placed in
the interest of national
security, they said. 

But ACLU and Jewish
Family Service lawyers
said the process for imple-
menting the ban violated
the law. 

“The ACLU’s motion
was focused on how par-
ticularly arbitrary the
follow-to-join provision
was, given that over 70
percent of those refugees
are children under 16,”
said Tana Lin, ACLU of
Washington cooperating
attorney with the firm
Keller Rohrback. “Requir-
ing special memos on
preschool children like
Joseph Doe’s 4- and 5-
year-old sons does not
make our nation safer.” 

Mariko Hirose, a lawyer
on the Jewish Family
Service case and litigation
director for International

Refugee Assistance Pro-
ject, said the Trump ad-
ministration has attacked
refugee resettlement since
the first travel ban, leav-
ing vulnerable refugees in
limbo. 

The plaintiffs named in
both lawsuits face difficult
challenges. 

In addition to Joseph
Doe’s separation from his
family, two Iraqi men who
served as interpreters for
the U.S. Army are in “ex-
treme danger” because of
their work. An Iraqi wom-
an was kidnapped, raped
and threatened with death
for her work with an
American company. And a
transgender woman in
Egypt faces harassment
and persecution. 

They all were in the

process of coming to the
U.S. when the executive
order went into effect. 

In issuing the injunc-
tion, Judge Robart said the
administration violated
federal law by taking
action and banning refu-
gees from certain coun-
tries without going
through the proper pro-
cess. 

He also said the admin-
istration violated the Im-
migration and Nationality
Act, passed by Congress. 

By using language in the
act that mandated certain
action, “Congress created
an entitlement for spouses
and children of principal
refugees to ‘the same
refugee status’ as the
principal refugee–assum-
ing the spouse and chil-
dren are otherwise admis-
sible,” Robart said. “Noth-
ing in the statute autho-
rizes the Secretary to stop,
terminate, or suspend the
ability of otherwise qual-
ified applicants from seek-
ing and obtaining that
entitlement.” 

Robart said he agrees
that the government has a
compelling interest in
national security, but said
the government failed to
“point to any specific
national security threat
that the agency memo
curtails,” while former
national security officials
have said they’re unaware
of any threat that would
justify the ban. 

“In fact, the former
officials detailed concrete-
ly how the agency memo
will harm the United
States’ national security
and foreign policy in-
terests,” Robart said. 

Department of Justice
lawyers are reviewing the
ruling and are evaluating
the next steps, while Jo-
seph Doe goes back to the
process of reuniting with
his loved ones. 

“I am very happy that
the judge recognized my
right to have my family
join me here in the United
States, and I hope that
they can come here as
soon as possible,” he said. 

Judge’s partial lifting of Trump
ban gives refugees hope
BY MARTHA BELLISLE

Associated Press

ELAINE THOMPSON AP

Mariko Hirose, right, a litigation director at the Urban Justice Center, speaks to reporters Thursday accompanied by
Mark Hetfield, president and CEO of HIAS, left, and Rabbi Will Berkowitz, Jewish Family Service of Seattle CEO, in
front of a federal courthouse in Seattle. On Saturday, U.S. District Judge James Robart partially lifted a Trump
administration ban on certain refugees after the American Civil Liberties Union and Jewish Family Service argued that
the policy prevented people from some mostly Muslim countries from reuniting with family living legally in the
United States. 
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tainment industry,” Silver
said. “I think they’ve
come to see it as an impri-
matur of being a marquee
attraction.”

It’s just business as
usual, Durant said.

“Now it just feels like
part of the routine for me
as a player,” he said. “I
know I’m going to have to
get ready for a game, and
then I’m going to come
home and open presents
with my family.”

Paul George, who spent
the first seven years of his
career with the Indiana
Pacers, wishing he was in
the Christmas game, will
get that chance this sea-
son. His new team, the
Oklahoma City Thunder,
takes on the Houston
Rockets (8 p.m. ET, ABC).

“I always wanted to
play on Christmas,” said
George, who grew up in
Southern California,
where watching the Los
Angeles Lakers was his
family’s holiday routine.
“It brought families to-
gether ... it went along
with Christmas. Basket-
ball and Christmas.

“I grew up on it, so to
be part of it is that much
bigger. It’s fulfilling a
dream.”

For the NBA, life has
never been better, and

Christmas Day is a chance
to capitalize on that mo-
mentum. Interest in the
league has been boosted
by an offseason of fren-
zied player movement,
leading to skyrocketing
ratings and never-ending
story lines.

Ratings for the league’s
three national television
platforms - TNT, ESPN
and NBA TV - are up 20
percent from last season,
averaging 1.2 million
viewers, the highest in
four years. ESPN is av-
eraging 1.8 million view-
ers across 30 games this
season - the second-high-
est number through
Christmas Day in the
network’s 16-year part-
nership with the NBA. The
only season that topped
that number was 2010-11,
when LeBron James and
Chris Bosh joined Dwyane
Wade in Miami.

The NBA’s influence,
meanwhile, has spread far
beyond its arenas. A gen-
eration of marketable
stars such as Durant,
James and Stephen Curry
has pushed the NBA’s
cultural recognition into
the mainstream, making
forays into the worlds of
music and fashion. More
than any other pro league,
the NBA embraced social
media to draw new fans
and allowed its players to
speak on social and politi-
cal issues.

“There’s no doubt that

the NFL and other leagues
have to be looking at the
NBA right now and have
to be envious,” said Rich-
ard Deitsch, Sports Il-
lustrated’s media reporter.
“To be up double-digit
viewership in an era of
cord-cutting and cord-
nevers, that’s an amazing
story.

“It’s been a great year
for the NBA. There’s sort
of no other way around
it.”

For the NFL, 2017 has
been a year to forget. The
sport has struggled to
shake controversies off
the field, from President
Donald Trump’s furor
over players kneeling for
the national anthem to
negative headlines about
the league’s ongoing con-
cussion issues. In a partic-
ularly brutal season, some
of the league’s biggest
stars have been sidelined
with devastating injuries,
including Green Bay Pack-
ers quarterback Aaron
Rodgers, Philadelphia
Eagles quarterback Car-
son Wentz and Houston
Texans defensive lineman
J.J. Watt and quarterback
Deshaun Watson.

Commissioner Roger
Goodell, who signed a rich
contract extension this
month, remains unpopular
for everything from the
oversaturization of sea-
son-long Thursday night
games to how he has
doled out punishments.

Dallas Mavericks owner
Mark Cuban, long out-
spoken about the NFL’s
greed, predicted in 2014
that the league was “10
years away from an implo-
sion.” This week, when
asked if he had an interest
in purchasing the Carolina
Panthers after its owner,
Jerry Richardson, an-
nounced he was selling
the team amid sexual
harassment allegations,
Cuban made clear that his
feelings haven’t changed.

“Why would I buy an
NFL team if I think the
league is in decline?” he
told the Dallas Morning
News.

On Monday, the two
leagues will test their
mettle head-to-head for
the second straight year.
While the NBA often has
the holiday to itself, two
NFL games will again be
played this Christmas,
competing directly with
the NBA’s five-game of-
ferin. Last year, when
Christmas fell on a Sun-
day, the NFL moved most
of its games to Saturday
but left two on Sunday.
The NHL, the other major
league that’s in season in
December, last played a
Christmas game in 1971.

And while the NBA had
a strong Christmas Day
2016 showing, with Cava-
liers-Warriors getting 10.1
million viewers, both NFL
games that day had signif-
icantly higher viewership.

The Kansas City Chiefs
beating the Denver Bron-
cos on NBC had 21.4
million people tune in,
while the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers defeating the Balti-
more Ravens earned 14.8
million viewers, even
while being shown exclu-
sively on the NFL Net-
work, a cable channel,
compared to the Cavaliers
and Warriors on ABC.

Those results under-
score the reality that de-
spite the NBA’s strides in
the ratings and all the
negative attention sur-
rounding the NFL, there
remains a massive gulf
between the football
league and its compet-
itors. The Dec. 17 game
between the New England
Patriots and Pittsburgh
Steelers generated a 15.2
rating and 26.8 million
viewers - numbers the
NBA can’t sniff outside of
the NBA Finals.

That Patriots-Steelers
game was the NFL’s high-
est-rated game so far this
season, but two of the
next three - Los Angeles
Chargers-Dallas Cowboys
and Minnesota Vikings-
Detroit Lions - were
Thanksgiving games,
displaying the importance
of the holiday.

“This is a long, long
trail that they’ve been
on,” Crepeau said. “So
you get all of those sort of
things with the tradition
tied in there, and it be-

comes a kind of personal
sort of memory and nos-
talgia as people grow
older of part of their
memory of being at home,
with children, with family. 

“The fabric of that is
pretty thick, and I think
the NBA has an uphill
fight to try to match that,
though it’s certainly worth
trying.”

Still, analysts said fail-
ing to match the NFL - the
undisputed ruler of Amer-
ican sports for at least a
generation - doesn’t equa-
te to failure for the NBA.
Instead, they lauded the
league for its ability to
generate interest at a time
when all parts of the
media landscape are des-
perately looking to do the
same.

Heading into the flag-
ship day of its regular
season, the league can
only hope its momentum
continues to chip away at
the NFL’s supremacy,
while perhaps further
embedding a new national
holiday tradition.

“It’s pretty cool that I
get to do my favorite
thing, the thing I love the
most, on a special day.
That makes me happy,”
Durant said.

“The NFL has got
Thanksgiving ... Now,
Thanksgiving Day is like
Christmas Day in the
NBA.”
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he had decided to move
the embassy after speak-
ing with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel.

“We spoke of the excel-
lent relations we have had
since Guatemala support-
ed the creation of the
state of Israel,” Morales
wrote. “One of the most
important issues was the
return of the Guatemalan
Embassy to Jerusalem.”

No other country has its
embassy for Israel in Jeru-
salem, although the Czech
Republic and Romania are
said to be contemplating
such a move.

MEXICO CITY

Guatemala will move its
embassy in Israel to Jeru-
salem from Tel Aviv, its
president announced
Sunday, becoming the
first nation to follow Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
lead in ordering the
change, which has been
widely criticized around
the world.

President Jimmy Moral-
es announced the decision
in a post on his official
Facebook account, saying

Trump upended dec-
ades of U.S. policy with
his decision on Jerusalem,
aggravating an emotional
issue that has festered
since the 1967 Arab-Israeli
war, when the Israelis
occupied the entire city.

The consensus of in-
ternational law is that
Jerusalem’s status is unre-
solved, that claims of
sovereignty by Israel are
invalid and that the issue
must be settled in negotia-
tions between the Israelis
and the Palestinians.

Trump insisted that he
was merely recognizing
reality and not prejudging

negotiations on the future
borders of the city, but
Palestinians saw the move
as siding with Israel on
the most delicate issue in
the Israel-Palestinian
conflict.

Last week, the U.N.
General Assembly adopt-
ed a resolution condemn-
ing Trump’s decision by a
vote of 128-9, with 35
countries abstaining and
21 countries absent.

Trump had threatened
to cut off aid to countries
that did not take the side
of the United States, but
he has not yet done so,
and experts say it would

be difficult to do. Many
Muslim-majority countries
that voted for the resolu-
tion, like Pakistan, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and
the United Arab Emirates,
are strategic partners of
the United States in the
region.

Guatemala was one of
seven countries to join the
United States and Israel in
voting against the resolu-
tion, along with Hondu-
ras, Togo, the Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Palau and
the Federated States of
Micronesia – mostly tiny
countries heavily depend-
ent on U.S. aid.

Guatemala was one of
the first nations to recog-
nize the state of Israel
upon its establishment in
1948.

Morales’ decision was
immediately seen as an
effort to curry favor with
Trump and, perhaps, to
distract attention from his
political problems at
home. His brother and his
son are under investiga-
tion by an anti-corruption
commission that has been
strongly backed by the
United States and the
United Nations.

Morales has clashed
with the commission and
even tried to expel its
chief in August before he
was stopped by the coun-
try’s highest court.

The commission relies
on a close relationship
with Guatemala’s attorney
general to pursue its
cases. Washington will be
watching to see whether a
new attorney general, to
be appointed next year
when the term of Attorney
General Thelma Aldana
expires, will prove as com-
mitted to collaborating
with the commission,
known by its Spanish
initials as the CICIG.

Winning the favor of
the Trump administration
could prove helpful to
Morales if the new at-
torney general he selects
proves less cooperative
with the commission.

Guatemala is also
awaiting the approval of
aid under an Obama ad-
ministration initiative set
up to stem Central Amer-
ican migration to the Unit-
ed States.

Israel claims all of Jeru-
salem as its capital, while
the Palestinians claim
East Jerusalem, which was
captured by Israel in 1967
and is home to sites im-
portant to Jews, Muslims
and Christians. Under
multiple Security Council
decisions, East Jerusalem
and the West Bank are
considered occupied terri-
tory.

Trump’s announcement
set off weeks of clashes
between Palestinian
protesters and Israeli
security forces that have
left 12 Palestinians dead.

Guatemala will move 
its Israel embassy to Jerusalem,
following Trump’s lead

BY ELISABETH MALKIN

New York Times

ARNULFO FRANCO AP

Guatemala’s President Jimmy Morales attends a session of the Central America Integration System summit in Veracruz, Panama, on Dec. 14.
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VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis in Christ-
mas Eve remarks Sunday
likened the journey of
Mary and Joseph to Be-
thlehem to the migrations
of millions of people today
who are forced to leave
homelands for a better
life, or just for survival,
and he expressed hope
that no one will feel
“there is no room for
them on this Earth.” 

Francis celebrated late
evening Christmas vigil
Mass in the splendor of St.
Peter’s Basilica, telling the
faithful that the ‘’simple
story” of Jesus’ birth in a
manger changed “our
history forever. Every-
thing that night became a
source of hope.” 

Noting that Mary and
Joseph arrived in a land
‘'where there was no place
for them,” Francis drew
parallels to contemporary
time. 

“So many other foot-
steps are hidden in the
footsteps of Joseph and
Mary,” he said in his ho-
mily. “We see the tracks
of entire families forced to
set out in our own day.
We see the tracks of mil-
lions of persons who do
not choose to go away but,
driven from their land,
leave behind their dear
ones.” 

“In many cases this
departure is filled with
hope, hope for the future;
yet for many this depar-
ture can only have one
name: survival,” the pope
said. 

Referring to the king of
Judea who was depicted
as a tyrant in the New
Testament, Francis con-
tinued, saying some mi-

grants are “surviving the
Herods of today, who, to
impose their power and
increase their wealth, see
no problem in shedding
innocent blood.” 

Francis has made con-
cern for economic mi-
grants, war refugees and
others on society’s mar-
gins a central plank of his
papacy. He said God is
present in ‘’the unwel-
comed visitor, often un-
recognizable, who walks
through our cities and our
neighborhoods, who trav-
els on our buses and
knocks on our door.” That
perception of God should
develop into ‘'new forms
of relationship, in which
none have to feel that
there is no room for them
on this Earth,” he said. 

“Christmas is a time for
turning the power of fear
into the power of charity,”
Francis said. 

Referring to Jesus as the
Child of Bethlehem, the
pope said that God ‘'in-
vites us to become senti-
nels for all those bowed
down by the despair born
of encountering so many
closed doors.” 

The pope expressed
hope that people see Jesus
in ‘'all those who arrive in
our cities, in our histories,
in our lives.” 

At the start of the serv-
ice, Francis bent over to
kiss a statue of the baby
Jesus in the basilica. 

At mid-day Monday,
tradition calls for Francis
to deliver the Christmas
Day message ‘'urbi et
orbi” – Latin for “to the
city and to the world” –
from the central loggia of
the basilica overlooking
St. Peter’s Square. The
speech often is a review of
the world events and
conflicts. 

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO AP

Pope Francis kisses a statue of Baby Jesus as he
celebrates the Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica
at the Vatican on Sunday.

Pope on Christmas:
Bethlehem trek’s like
today’s migrations

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO

Associated Press

ALESSANDRA TARANTINO AP

Pope Francis holds his pastoral staff as he celebrates the
Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
on Sunday.

JERUSALEM

It was a subdued Christ-
mas Eve in the historic
birthplace of Jesus on
Sunday, with spirits damp-
ened by recent violence
sparked by President
Donald Trump’s recog-
nition of nearby Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital. 

Crowds were thinner
than previous years, with
visitors deterred by clash-
es that have broken out in
recent weeks between
Palestinian protesters and
Israeli forces. Although
there was no violence
Sunday, Palestinian offi-
cials scaled back the cele-
brations in protest. Cool
weather, and a rainy fore-
cast, also weighed on the
holiday cheer. 

Claire Degout, a tourist
from France, said she
would not allow Trump’s
pronouncement, which
has infuriated the Pal-
estinians and drawn wide-
spread international oppo-
sition, affect her decision
to celebrate Christmas in
the Holy Land. 

“The decision of one
man cannot affect all the
Holy Land,” she said.
“Jerusalem belongs to
everybody, you know, and
it will be always like that,
whatever Trump says.” 

Trump abandoned dec-
ades of U.S. policy on Dec.
6 by recognizing Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital and
saying he would move the
American Embassy to the
holy city. 

Trump said the move
merely recognizes the fact
that Jerusalem already
serves as Israel’s capital
and that he was not pre-
judging negotiations on
the city’s final borders.
But Palestinians, who seek
Israeli-annexed east Jeru-
salem as their capital, saw
the declaration as unfairly
siding with Israel. Last
week, the U.N. General
Assembly voted over-
whelmingly to reject
Trump’s decision. 

The announcement
triggered weeks of unrest
in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, including

near-daily clashes in Be-
thlehem, which lies just
south of Jerusalem. 

By midafternoon, hun-
dreds of people had gath-
ered in Manger Square
near the city’s main
Christmas for celebra-
tions, greeted by bagpipe-
playing young Palestinian
marching bands and scout
troops. Accompanying the
decorations was a large
banner protesting
Trump’s Jerusalem decla-
ration. 

Bethlehem’s mayor,
Anton Salman, said cele-
brations were toned down
because of anger over

Trump’s decision. 
“We decided to limit

the Christmas celebra-
tions to the religious ritu-
als as an expression of
rejection and anger and
sympathy with the victims
who fell in the recent
protests,” he said. 

Next to the square was
a poster that read “Man-
ger Square appeal” and
“(hash)handsoffjerusa-
lem.” 

“We want to show the
people that we are people
who deserve life, deserve
our freedom, deserve our
independence, deserve
Jerusalem as our capital,”

he said. 
The Most Rev. Msgr.

Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the
apostolic administrator of
Jerusalem, the top Roman
Catholic cleric in the Holy
Land, crossed through an
Israeli military checkpoint
to enter Bethlehem from
Jerusalem. His black lim-
ousine was escorted by a
group of men on motorcy-
cles, some of them wear-
ing red Santa hats. 

Pizzaballa, who last
week rejected the U.S.
decision, tried to steer
clear of politics. He waved
to the crowd, shook hands
and hugged well-wishers
as he walked to the
Church of the Nativity,
where he was to celebrate
Midnight Mass. 

“I already said the mes-
sage. Now it’s time to
enjoy,” he said. “We as
Christians we will enjoy,
despite all the difficulties
we have. Merry Christ-
mas.” 

James Thorburn, a vis-
itor from London, said he
was determined to enjoy
the holiday and show
solidarity with Bethle-
hem’s residents. 

“I know that a lot of
people did cancel,” he
said. “I felt I should come
to support the Palesti-
nians.” 

NASSER SHIYOUKHI AP

A Palestinian dressed as Santa Claus argues with an Israeli border police officer Saturday during a protest in the West
Bank city of Bethlehem. 

Jerusalem violence puts
damper on Christmas 
in Bethlehem
BY JALAL HASSAN 
AND IMAD ISSEID

Associated Press

MAJDI MOHAMMED AP

Christian worshippers light candles at the Church of the Nativity, built atop the site
where Christians believe Jesus Christ was born, on Christmas Eve in the West Bank city
of Bethlehem. 

MAJDI MOHAMMED AP

Members of a Palestinian marching band parade during
Christmas celebrations Sunday outside the Church of the
Nativity, built atop the site where Christians believe Jesus
Christ was born, in the West Bank city of Bethlehem.
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a $10 tip on a $50 tab.
It was a nice tip, but

nothing out of the ordi-
nary.

He left and she went
about her business, then
noticed him quietly ap-
proaching.

The man slipped her
some cash.

“I just want your family
to have a Merry Christ-
mas,” he told Martinez.

Touched by his kind-
ness, she retreated to the
kitchen, where she count-
ed out $800.

Then she burst into
tears.

“It was a lot of money
for our family,” she said.
“We never had that much
money at one time.”

‘A RANDOM ACT OF
KINDNESS’

The stranger didn’t
leave a name and by the
time Martinez realized
how much money he had
given her, he was gone.

“He was a random act
of kindness that started a
big ripple,” Martinez said.

With the cash, Martinez
and her family were able
to pay the rent for the
house at 5117 Vicki St. in
Haltom City.

But the gift also inspired
the family to give to
others. Martinez said they
remembered how happy

they’d felt when someone
had brought stockings
filled with goodies for
children to the hotel. So
the family used leftover
dollars to bring more
Christmas presents to
other children who lived
at the hotel.

“We prayed over the
presents in the parking
lot,” said Martinez, recall-
ing that moment as they
stood outside the hotel,
before taking the presents
to the manager.

Martinez and her hus-
band are divorced now,
but the Christmas tradi-
tion that started in 2011
continues. Martinez now
oversees a grassroots

FORT WORTH 

Esmeralda Martinez
and her family were losing
the revenue versus ex-
penses game.

It was late 2011 and
Martinez and her now
ex-husband worked at a
seafood restaurant in
north Fort Worth and
their paychecks disap-
peared as fast as they
came.

The previous year they
had moved from an ex-
tended-stay hotel to a
modest home in a work-
ing-class neighborhood in
Haltom City. But they
struggled to pay the $800-
a-month rent on the two-
bedroom house, and they
worried they would be
forced to return to a hotel.

“We worked all the
time,” said Martinez. “We
were determined not to
lose our new home.”

Then one December
day at work, Martinez met
her Christmas angel.

A nice man, 60 years
old or so, was seated in
her section and engaged
Martinez in conversation.
She was hurried, also
tending to a table of 20,
but took time to listen. He
was an oil man, driving
through North Texas on
his way to Houston. She
noticed that he had a club
fist.

He ordered crab, Marti-
nez recalled, and as they
chatted she told him
about her children — 6-
year-old Halie, 4-year-old
William and 1-year-old
Weslie. 

Martinez remembers
mentioning that her fam-
ily had moved out of a
hotel, though she didn’t
dwell on it.

“You don’t have a real
address. It isn’t a real
home,” Martinez said.

He asked how her fam-
ily was doing for Christ-
mas and she politely re-
plied: “We are doing
fine.”

The man finished his
meal and paid up, leaving

program called Giving
Christmas, and the family
partners with Haltom City
and the Birdville school
district to get presents
into the hands of children.

Martinez’s boyfriend,
J.T. Thomas, and her
co-workers at Nordstorm
help with the project.

“This is something in
which God tells you: ‘This
is where you need to be,’ ”
said Thomas, adding that
last year they gave away
153 presents and this year
they increased to 400.
Thomas and Martinez
hope to turn their efforts
into a nonprofit soon.

Julie Orebaugh, com-
munity projects coor-

dinator for Haltom City,
said Giving Christmas is
one of several holiday
outreach efforts in the city
of 44,000. In January
2016, the City Council
issued a proclamation in
support of Giving Christ-
mas.

“It is such a selfless
thing that they take on,”
Orebaugh said.

‘IT’S AN AWESOME
STORY’

Martinez and her chil-
dren now live in north
Fort Worth. They collect
toys year-round. By De-
cember, their house is
filled with dolls, building
blocks, footballs and jump
ropes — presents for chil-
dren at Birdville schools
with a large percentage of
students on free and re-
duced-price lunch pro-
grams.

Volunteers came over
for pizza and a “wrapping
party” in which hundreds
of presents were prepared.

“Who doesn’t like un-
wrapping a present?”
Martinez said.

This year, Giving
Christmas parties were
held on Dec. 13 at West
Birdville Academy and
David E. Smith Elemen-
tary. 

“This is how we do
Christmas,” Martinez
said.

She said they focus on
Birdville schools because
they have ties to the dis-
trict. She attended David
E. Smith Elementary, as
did her oldest two chil-
dren. In fact, the house on
Vicki Street is just blocks
away.

“It’s an awesome sto-
ry,” said Jennifer Martin,
principal.

Martin said the Marti-
nez children — now 12, 10
and 7 — are role models
for other students.

“We get to tell the great
story to our students —
that you don’t have to be
an adult or grown up to
give back,” Martin said.
“They can give back. They
don’t have a lot of money
to give back and make a
difference.”

At this year’s David E.
Smith party, children and
teachers dressed in paja-
mas (it was also pajamas
day) with Christmas mo-
tifs, Pokemon, ninjas and
superheroes. The sound of
young children talking,
giggling and squealing
filled the cafeteria. Min-
utes later, the hum of
happy children was re-
placed with everyone

joining in “Jingle Bells.”
After students made a

Christmas tree craft and
ate pizza, they were hand-
ed two presents. 

Bella Medrano, 6-year-
old first-grade student,
said the party was “awe-
some.”

“It’s the best day of my
life,” she said.

Eight-year-old Lakeynn
Kidd pondered the mean-
ing of Christmas.

“It’s not about our-
selves,” Kidd said. “It’s
about other people. Giv-
ing.”

Tim Drysdale, principal
at West Birdville Acade-
my, said many of his stu-
dents come from chal-
lenging home situations,
including hunger, poverty
and child abuse. He said
the gifts from Martinez’s
family are sometimes the
only gifts some of his
students will receive for
Christmas.

Halie said the parties
are a lot of work, but
worth it.

“It is nice to see all the
kids smile,” she said.

The Giving Christmas
party has been held at
West Birdville Academy
for three years, Drysdale
said. 

“From that act of gene-
rosity, they are just paying
it forward,” Drysdale said.

‘I DON’T KNOW HIS
NAME’

Today, Martinez is
more financially stable.
She is sales manager at
Nordstrom, where she
works with Thomas. The
couple recently bought a
house in north Fort Worth
near Keller.

But she hasn’t forgotten
her family’s struggles —
when they lived in a 575-
square-foot, two-bedroom
extended-stay hotel in
Haltom City. Martinez’s
youngest, Weslie, was a
baby and slept in bassinet
next to her bed. Other
families with children
lived there too, but it was
not a family-friendly envi-
ronment, Martinez said.

“For the most part, we
kept our kids inside,”
Martinez said. “You don’t
really know who you are
living next to.”

She tried to make the
time there as pleasant as
she could. She used to
place a canvas on the
sidewalk near their room
so the children could
paint. She would drape a
blanket over a table so
Halie and William could
pretend they were in a
cave. Sometimes, baby
Weslie would go in the
cave too, Martinez said
with a laugh.

“I don’t think they real-
ize they were in a hotel,”
Martinez said. “They just
thought it was home.”

Martinez shrugged
when asked how she and
her children gained their
giving spirit. She said
when people need help,
you help.

“I think it is just some-
thing we are supposed to
do,” she said.

Martinez and her chil-
dren often stop when they
see a stranger in need.
They have fed homeless
people along Fort Worth’s
Lancaster Avenue and
brought them blankets. 

This time of year espe-
cially, Martinez and her
children still wonder
about the stranger — their
Christmas angel — who
helped turn their lives
around.

“I don’t know his
name,” she said. “I don’t
know anything about him.
Just that he was going
back to Houston. ... I wish
I would have caught his
name so I could thank
him.”

Diane A. Smith:
817-390-7675,
@dianeasmith1

Christmas angel’s generous
tip gave this family hope
and a new purpose

BY DIANE SMITH

dianesmith@star-telegram.com

JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram

After her mom received a generous tip, Halie Patton and others in her family began paying it forward by providing Christmas gifts to students at
two Birdville district schools.

JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram

Gifts were handed out at the Giving Christmas party held at David E. Smith Elementary
in Haltom City on Dec. 13.

JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram

After a stranger gave an unexpected tip to Esmeralda
Martinez, she and her three children have been providing
to others through a project called Giving Christmas.
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NEW DELHI

Tehmina Yadav is a
Muslim woman married
to a Hindu man. The other
night, she was hanging
ornaments on a Christmas
tree.

In India, a country that
is about 80 percent Hin-
du, Christmas is becoming
big business. Airlines play
Christmas music, online
vendors sell holiday gift
baskets, and one especial-
ly enterprising young
man, Kabir Mishra, rents
out a contingent of Hin-
dus dressed as Santa
Claus.

“I can provide as many
Santas as you want,” he
said.

Sitting next to her
Christmas tree at home in
Delhi, Yadav said that in
India, there was nothing
strange about non-Chris-
tians celebrating Christ-
mas. Indians have always
observed a dizzying num-
ber of festivals regardless
of religious affiliation, and
even though Christians
represent only 2.3 percent
of the population, Christ-
mas is recognized as a
government holiday.

But as far-right Hindu
groups have gained trac-
tion, India has changed.
Christmas has now found
itself caught in the cross
hairs.

The authorities recently
detained 32 carolers and
the priests who came to
help them. The wife of a
prominent politician was
excoriated online for en-
dorsing a Christmas char-
ity event, and earlier this
month, a far-right Hindu
group sent letters to
schools warning them that
celebrating Christmas
would be done “at their
own risk.” The group
threatened unspecified
consequences.

“We are afraid of
Christmas this year,” A.C.
Michael, the national
coordinator of the United
Christian Forum, an Indi-
an advocacy group, said in
a statement.

Shortly after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
came to power in 2014,
some officials in his gov-
ernment pushed a short-
lived campaign to change
the official recognition of
Christmas to “Good Go-
vernance Day.”

It is all part of a broader
ideological battle that has
produced countless acts of
violence and harassment
across India based on
religious identity.

While reflecting on
decades of celebrating
Christmas, Yadav ex-
pressed concern that what
used to be just a fun holi-
day had become increas-
ingly policed and inter-
twined with religion.

“Earlier on, you cele-
brated everything,” she
said. “You kind of absorb-
ed everybody’s culture
and tradition without

questioning it. Now, you
don’t. Religion has be-
come a new mantra for
people.”

When British colonizers
came to India, they
brought Christmas with
them. Sanjay Srivastava, a
sociology professor at
Delhi University, said the
global spread of consume-
rism had helped pop-
ularize the holiday, espe-
cially among a moneyed
Hindu elite.

But as Christmas and
other Western holidays
like Halloween have
gained popularity, Indian
cities have also become
more segregated along
religious lines, he said.
Christmas is often cele-
brated by Indians looking
to appear cosmopolitan,
he added, but who do not
necessarily see Christian-
ity as having a “legitimate
role in the cultural life of
the country.”

In some parts of India
this month, tensions over
the holiday erupted into
confrontations.

On Dec. 14, carolers

affiliated with the Roman
Catholic Church were
assaulted by a mob in a
village in the state of
Madhya Pradesh. But
instead of charging mem-
bers of the mob with a
crime, the police arrested
the carolers under a law
against inflaming religious
sentiments.

Eight priests who came
to the police station to
help were also detained.
Outside the station, their
car was set on fire.

“We are pained, and we
are shocked,” said Cardi-
nal Moran Mor Baselios
Cleemis, president of the
Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of India, at a news
conference in New Delhi.
“This incident creates
further anxiety in the
minds and hearts of the
Christian faithful and the
minorities in the country.”

Amruta Fadnavis, the
wife of the chief minister
of Maharashtra state, also
provoked a major contro-
versy by promoting a
Christmas charity event
for poor children in Mum-

bai. Social media ex-
changes became so in-
tense that Fadnavis wrote
a follow-up message on
Twitter affirming that she
was a “proud Hindu.”

Last Monday, the Hindu
Jagran Manch, a far-right
Hindu group, sent letters
to schools in the north
Indian city of Aligarh
warning administrators of
repercussions if they cele-
brated the holiday in
classrooms. The local
police said they would
provide security in all
schools and colleges in
Aligarh on Dec. 25.

A Christmas celebration
in a village in Rajasthan
was also disrupted on
Tuesday, according to
news reports, when a
different Hindu group
descended on a communi-
ty center there, throwing
away hymn books and
accusing participants of
trying to convert locals.

Chetan Rajhans, 34, a
spokesman for the Sana-
tan Sanstha, a right-wing

Hindu organization, said
Christmas promoted a
“Western culture of mate-
rialistic immorality.”

“Christmas is a festival
that is not conducive to
Indian culture or tradition,
and it is in schools that
the first level of conver-
sion begins,” he said by
telephone, referring to
classroom celebrations in
which Santa distributes
presents and children
“begin to get attracted
towards Christianity.”

“We have started copy-
ing European culture in
the garb of celebrating
Western festivals,” he
added.

But despite these con-
tentious questions hang-
ing over the holiday,
Christmas preparations
moved forward in much of
the country, with vendors
reporting brisk sales of
Christmas-themed gift
baskets, stuffed Santas
and miniature Nativity
scenes.

“Every year, it’s just

crazy,” said Radhika
Anand, who helps manage
Christmas events at a big
shopping center in Delhi.
“It doesn’t matter if
you’re not a Christian.
Indians believe in cele-
brating.”

Sifting through cos-
tumes of the Virgin Mary
for her 5-year-old daugh-
ter at a middle-class mar-
ket across town, Priyanka
Haldunia, 32, said that
though she is Hindu, she
thought of Christmas as a
teaching opportunity.

“We visit a gurdwara as
often as a mosque,” she
said, referring to a place
of worship for Sikhs. “This
is a form of national in-
tegration that I want to
instill in my daughter. It is
very important.”

Surabhi Sukriti, 37, from
Mumbai, said Christmas
was so widely celebrated
in her housing complex
that visitors were shocked
to learn how few Chris-
tians actually lived there.
She and her family cele-
brate the holiday by bak-
ing pastries and recruiting
Sukriti’s brother to dress
up as Santa Claus to deliv-
er presents to her 8-year-
old son.

At Tehmina Yadav’s
home, Reyhaan, 13, her
son, has submitted his
Christmas list (a typewrit-
er and a camera), and
earlier this month, Yadav
started planning the food
menu: a leg of ham,
quiche and a cheese
board. Other families said
that they ate typical Indi-
an sweets like gulab ja-
mun, a ball of dough
dipped in liquid sugar, on
the holiday.

Yadav acknowledged
that she came from a
position of privilege. She
lives in a cosmopolitan
neighborhood where ob-
serving three religions in
one household does not
provoke the same ire that
it might in some Indian
villages.

But she noted that the
same gusto for celebrating
Christmas did not neces-
sarily extend to other
holidays in her social
circle.

“If you were to ask me
how many of my Hindu
friends even want to cele-
brate Eid, it would prob-
ably be zero,” she said,
referring to Eid al-Adha, a
major Muslim religious
observance.

Minhazz Majumdar, 48,
Yadav’s sister, said the
growing emphasis on
identity politics in India
meant religion, caste and
holiday celebrations were
becoming increasingly
used to polarize communi-
ties.

“The India we grew up
in was definitely more
inclusive,” she said. “It
has not descended into
madness totally, because
there are still people who
are trying to show the
universality of our cultural
experiences, but it’s like a
pot that is on the boil.”

REBECCA CONWAY NYT

A shop worker arranges Christmas trees at the Kriti Creations store in New Delhi on Dec. 20.

In India, cultural divide
stifles spirit of Christmas

BY KAI SCHULTZ 
AND SUHASINI RAJ

New York Times

REBECCA CONWAY NYT

Shop workers arrange Christmas decorations at the Kriti
Creations store in New Delhi on Dec. 20.

REBECCA CONWAY NYT

Tehmina Yadav, a Muslim woman; her husband Narinder
Yadav, a Hindu man; and their son Reyhaan Yadav, 13,
decorate a Christmas tree at their home in New Delhi, on
Dec. 20.

REBECCA CONWAY NYT

Shoppers pose for photographs beneath a Christmas tree at the Select Citywalk mall in
New Delhi on Dec. 20.

REBECCA CONWAY NYT

Christmas decorations displayed at the Select Citywalk mall in New Delhi on Dec. 20.
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sentiment on the cam-
paign trail when he prom-
ised that if he was elected
president, everyone would
say “Merry Christmas”
again - never mind that
most Americans never
stopped. 

Trump’s “Merry Christ-
mas” promise was about
much more than the utter-
ance of those two words in
December - and he didn’t
limit this discussion to the
Christmas season. Just
like his pledge to “make
America great again,”
Trump’s Christmas prom-
ise meant different things
to different voters.

Trump usually brings up
Christmas whenever ad-
dressing large groups of
evangelical voters or dur-
ing rallies in deeply reli-
gious rural areas. On the
night that he won the
Indiana primary in May
2016, Trump said, “The
evangelical vote was for
Trump. ... And we’re going
to work together for many,
many years. We’re going
to make it so good. We’re
going to be saying ‘Merry
Christmas’ again.”

During the general
election, about 80 percent
of evangelicals voted for
Trump, even though he
rarely attends church and
is a cursing, thrice-mar-
ried former reality televi-
sion star from Manhattan
who has been publicly
accused by 13 women of
kissing or groping them
without their consent.
Here in Tennessee’s Perry

County, where Trump
won 76 percent of the
vote, many locals said
they don’t consider the
president one of them but
that they are glad he’s
speaking up for them.

Roger Barber, a 60-
year-old salesman who
lives in the next town over
and voted for Trump, said
he doesn’t think the presi-
dent can fully stop the
erosion of the rights of
Christians in the country,
but he hopes the president
tries “to put the brakes on
it.”

“The government, I
think, is trying to oppress
Christianity with some of
the policies that they
come up with. They’re
trying to oppress it, force
people out of what they
believe in,” Barber said as
he finished up lunch at
Hens and Hogs BBQ on
Squirrel Hollow Drive.
“Like, the cake issue
that’s before the Supreme
Court right now. The
Supreme Court having to
decide whether a Chris-
tian can bake a cake or
not, or has the right to
refuse to bake the cake.”

During the presidential
campaign, the promise of
“Merry Christmas” re-
minded some voters
across the country of the
false conspiracy theories
that then-President Ba-
rack Obama was born in
another country or that he
was secretly Muslim. Oba-
ma, who is Christian,
repeatedly said “Merry

LINDEN, TENN.

In this rural Trump-
supporting town, home to
barely 1,000 people and
at least 10 Christian
churches, the word “holi-
day” doesn’t seem to
exist. 

Outside the county
courthouse there’s an
evergreen tree covered
with colored lights and
ornaments made by local
students, along with a sign
that reads: “Welcome to
our Christmas tree.” Light
poles along Main Street
are decorated with ban-
ners featuring Santa Claus
and a greeting of “MERRY
CHRISTMAS.” The beau-
ty shop window has a sign
reading, “Jesus is the
reason for the season,”
while the martial arts
studio set up a nativity
scene. 

The town’s annual
“Christmas parade” earli-
er this month featured
marching bands, all-ter-
rain vehicles, a riding
lawn mower decorated
with twinkling lights and
floats, including one from
a local Baptist church with
a sign that read: “Rudolph
saved Christmas, Jesus
saved me.” As the parade
traveled about four blocks
along Main Street, chil-
dren scurried to scoop up
candy and adults shouted
to one another: “Merry
Christmas!”

“We’ve always said
‘Merry Christmas,’” said
Melissa Cobb, 48, a local
hairstylist wearing dan-
gling cross earrings, who
voted for President Don-
ald Trump and gathered
before the parade with
fellow church members
and clients in the beauty
salon where she works.
She added that no one in
the town has ever been
offended by her saying the
phrase. 

“It offends me,” she
continued, “to see at the
stores, where they just do
‘Happy Holidays’ or ‘Sea-
sons Greetings.’ It should
be ‘Merry Christmas.’ Put
Christ back into Christ-
mas. That’s what it’s sup-
posed to be. ... I just wish
we would all get on the
same page.” 

Trump tapped into this

Christmas” in tweets,
video addresses and pub-
lic speeches throughout
his presidency.

It also resonated with
those who believe the
country has become too
“politically correct” and
who are tired of corpora-
tions trying to be inclusive
of all religions, including
Judaism and Islam.
(Trump’s own hotels typ-
ically greet customers
with “Happy Holidays,”
and last week one of the
president’s sons tweeted:
“Happy Holidays from
TrumpWinery.com!”) 

“We can’t say ‘Christ-
mas,’ because there’s too
many Muslims and Budd-
hists and Hindus, and it
offends them,” said Nao-
mi DePriest, a property
manager in her mid-50s
whose husband farms,
over a lunch of fried cat-
fish and ribs at Hens and
Hogs. “I think they should
keep Christ in Christmas,
which is what they said
originally, and to heck
with anybody that don’t
like it. Anybody that’s
Muslim or Hindu or Budd-
hist, let them do what they
want to do, but don’t crit-
icize those that want to
keep Christ in Christmas.” 

Such perceived political
correctness exists even
here in Linden, where the
glass front door of City
Hall features a painted
wreath and the greeting,
“Happy Holidays!” The
same greeting is written
on a chalkboard in the

window of a photography
studio and at Perry Coun-
ty High School. 

Dawn Taylor, the
school’s carpentry teach-
er, said she recently took
some of her students on a
field trip and they stopped
for a meal together. At
home, many students pray
before they eat, but she
couldn’t ask them to do
the same on a public
school trip. 

“I say to them: ‘I’m
thankful for all of you, and
I want to take a moment
and thank whoever you
thank, whether it’s the
tree over there, the uni-
verse, the good Lord or
what,’ “ said Taylor, 54.
“And we take a moment
and do that, but we’re not
allowed to pray. I’m very
grateful - and from my
point of view, our school
has not backed down from
being grateful.”

Taylor said she has
always said “Merry
Christmas” - and added
that here in the South, the
shorthand of “Xmas” is
strictly frowned upon as it
replaces “Christ” with a
negative symbol. She
remembers Trump talking
about Christmas on the
campaign trail and was
thrilled. 

“I personally like that
he’s a no-nonsense sort of
person. Do I wish he
would use his words in a
better way sometimes?
Absolutely. But it takes a
person with strength and
gumption to not care
sometimes about what
they say or how they say
it,” Taylor said. “But the
‘Merry Christmas’ part, I
think, is amazing and
should have been done a
long time ago.”

It’s difficult to tell if the
president’s campaign for
Christmas has changed
the national culture; here
in Linden, everyone has
always said “Merry
Christmas.” But Taylor
said she has seen a subtle
change in the elaborate
holiday card that she and
her husband receive each
year from a law firm in
Jackson, Tennessee. 

“It’s always the most
beautiful card, with gold
in the envelope,” she said.
“So I get it out, and I’m
thinking, ‘This is going to
be a ‘Happy Holidays’
card. Right on the front, it

said: ‘Merry Christmas.’”
Taylor led her shop

students this year in an
ambitious Christmas pro-
ject: They cut more than
400 ornaments out of
wood - teddy bears, bells,
stockings, snowmen, ever-
green trees and doves -
and then took them to
county elementary schools
so local students could
decorate them for the
town’s Christmas tree in
front of the county court-
house. 

Earlier this month, the
town held its formal
Christmas tree lighting
ceremony on a bitterly
cold Thursday evening.
The local Chamber of
Commerce served free hot
chocolate and volunteers
passed out free books to
children.

“Go ahead and light her
up,” Linden Mayor Wess
Ward said, as local radio
personalities then lead a
countdown: “5 ... 4 ... 3 ...
2 ... 1!”

Suddenly, the tree lit up
with multicolored lights,
illuminating the orna-
ments that Taylor’s stu-
dents had created. 

Then came the town
Christmas parade: A fi-
retruck decorated in white
lights and topped with an
inflated cartoon character;
local county government
and law enforcement
vehicles. A World War II
vehicle, part of the city’s
annual re-enactment,
filled with locals in period
garb. A marching band
wearing Santa hats and
another with lights on
their instruments; a multi-
colored school bus filled
with Shriners clowns. Cub
Scouts and Girl Scouts. A
bail bonding company
with a small float featur-
ing Santa and his elves in
the county jail. The local
girl’s basketball team in a
bus decorated with home-
made signs reading: “Mer-
ry Christmas!” Santa in a
sled pulled by a pickup
truck. 

As each float passed,
Jennifer Yarbrough waved
to people she knew and
yelled out: “Merry Christ-
mas! Merry Christmas!”

Yarbrough said she is
overwhelmed by all of the
sin in the world these
days, and that many peo-
ple aren’t being paid as
much as they need to be.
Depression and drugs
have long been a problem
in the area.

She has three children -
ages 9, 15 and 18, with a
grandchild on the way -
and works two jobs, at a
local factory during the
week and then cleaning a
business on Sundays,
making it difficult for her
to get to church. 

“Everybody’s strug-
gling,” she said. “This
town does need money,
but we’re OK. We have a
lot of faith in this town.
Christmas here is what
makes it fun here. Look at
the streets. Look at the
lights. We just love Christ-
mas here.”

Yarbrough is a Demo-
crat and voted for Hillary
Clinton. She considers
Trump an “evil” man and
said he used religion to
win votes, saying things
that she doesn’t think he
genuinely means. 

Then she stopped her-
self: “I try not to get into
the politics, because that’s
the wrong thing to do in a
small town. So I just don’t
get into it.” 

The parade ended with
a procession of horses,
including one pulling a
cart with a dog sitting in
the back. The crowd - clad
in hunting camouflage,
Carhartt jackets, snow-
suits and fleece blankets -
fled to their warm cars.

“I hope you didn’t get
too cold,” the parade
announcer said, “but it is
Christmastime.” 

In this Tennessee town, they never
stopped saying ‘Merry Christmas’
BY JENNA JOHNSON

Washington Post

ANDREA MORALES For The Washington Post

Melissa Cobb, center, a hairstylist at Cut-N-Up salon in Linden, Tenn., works at her station. The sign displayed at the store window reads “Jesus is
the reason for the season.”

ANDREA MORALES For The Washington Post

Linden’s City Hall had a lit up sign wishing a “Merry Christmas” while the front door had
a hand drawn “Happy Holidays” decorating it. 
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CARACAS, VENEZUELA

Marilyn Pitre recalls
taking her family on eve-
ning strolls at Christmas
time through Altamira
Plaza in Venezuela’s cap-
ital, soaking up the daz-
zling lights and giant tree
made of light bulbs in a
display that once drew
comparisons to New York
City’s Rockefeller Center. 

That was before crisis
struck Venezuela. Now
the 40-year-old mother of
two wouldn’t dare set foot
in the plaza after dark,
fearing robbers. And this
season, for the first time
in years, no festive lights
will bring it to life. 

It’s a sight that many
say mirrors the mood in
the once-prosperous oil
nation. Middle class resi-
dents have cut back on
gifts and struggle to afford
basic ingredients needed
to cook traditional Christ-
mas dishes. 

The poor have been hit
hardest, some scavenging
trash piles year-round to
fill their stomachs. 

Pitre, pausing in Altami-
ra Plaza on a bright after-
noon after leaving work,
said she tries to look be-
yond the shortages and
political strife to the deep-
er meaning of Christmas. 

“As Catholics, we cele-
brate the birth of Jesus,”
she said. “But it’s not the
same as before.” 

Venezuela, a country of
30 million people, sits
atop the world’s largest oil
reserves, but global crude
prices crashed three years
ago, sending the economy

into free fall and sparking
social unrest. 

Residents endure short-
ages of cash, soaring in-
flation and a lack of med-
icine. 

Earlier this year,
protesters upset with Pres-
ident Nicolas Maduro’s
government clashed daily
with riot police for four
months in Altamira Plaza
and in streets across the
country. More than 120
protesters were killed and
thousands injured. 

Inflation is expected to
hit 2,400 percent by the
year’s end, said Henkel
Garcia, director of the
Caracas-based consulting
firm Econometrica, add-

ing that minimum wage
workers today have a fifth
of the purchasing power
than nearly two decades
ago, when the late Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez
launched Venezuela’s
socialist revolution. 

“This is the darkest
Christmas we’ve ever
had,” said Guianfranco
Perozo, 23, who holds two
jobs just to get by. 

Searching an open-air
market in Caracas for
cooking oil, Perozo shrugs
when asked if he’s bought
any Christmas gifts. Any
money left after groceries
will go to diapers for his
8-month-old daughter, he
said. 

“There’s nothing to
celebrate,” he said. “Too
many people are hungry.
Too many people are
eating garbage.” 

Unrest simmered across
Venezuela in the days
before Christmas. Gaso-
line shortages in two
states left long lines at
filling stations, and resi-
dents in a community on
the outskirts of Caracas
protested food shortages
one night, setting piles of
garbage on fire, according
to Twitter accounts. 

Water rationing is com-
mon, and a midday black-
out lasting five hours
struck millions in Caracas
and two neighboring
states a week before
Christmas. 

Millions of others des-
perate for work have fled
Venezuela. Antonieta
Lopez, 35, will celebrate
this Christmas for the first
time without her husband,
forced to find a job in
Chile nearly a year ago
when work dried up at
home. 

Still, money is tight, and
Lopez said she could only
afford to buy her son,
Matias, two items from his
wish list – a Captain
American action figure
and a pair of Star Wars
masks. 

Sitting next to her on
the steps of a quiet plaza,
her mother, Evelyn Avel-
laneda, 70, said she’s not
able to buy things she’d
normally put on the din-
ner table for Christmas.
That includes a bottle of
red wine. 

Plenty of people are out
walking past shops, but
few buy things, Avellane-
da said, adding that when
they do find affordable
items, there are long
waits. 

“There are lines at the
banks. There are lines in
the stores,” she said.
“There are lines every-
where.” 

Dimming Christmas lights reflect
Venezuela’s grim crisis
BY SCOTT SMITH

Associated Press

FERNANDO LLANO AP

A Catholic volunteer group plays Christmas carols Friday in downtown Caracas, Venezuela. Inflation is expected to hit
2,400 percent by the year’s end, said Henkel Garcia, director of the Caracas-based consulting firm Econometrica,
adding that minimum-wage workers today have a fifth of the purchasing power than nearly two decades ago, when
the late President Hugo Chavez launched Venezuela’s socialist revolution. 

FERNANDO LLANO AP

Local residents line up outside a mall to buy discounted
toys and shoes Friday in Caracas, Venezuela. Water
rationing is common, and a midday blackout lasting five
hours struck millions in Caracas and two neighboring
states one week before Christmas. 

On a frosty, starlit
night, a miracle took
place. In 1914, a melody
drifted over the darkness
of No Man’s Land. First
“O, Holy Night,” then
“God Save the King.”

Peeking over their
trenches for what must
have been the first time in
weeks, British soldiers
were surprised to see
Christmas trees lit with
candles on the parapets of
the enemy’s trenches. 

Then a shout: “You no
shoot, we no shoot!” 

The Christmas Truce
was a brief, spontaneous
cease-fire that spread up
and down the western
front of World War I. It’s
also a symbol of the peace
on Earth and goodwill
toward humans so often
lacking not just on the
battlefront but in our
everyday lives. 

In that spirit, the Na-
tional World War I Mu-
seum and Memorial in
Kansas City has published
an online gallery of hun-
dreds of accounts of such
Christmas truces – letters
home from soldiers that
were published in British
papers. 

Here, a sampling of
these letters shows the
variety and wonder of the
Christmas Truce:

“This has been the most

wonderful Christmas I
have ever struck. We were
in the trenches on Christ-
mas Eve, and about 8.30
the firing was almost at a
stand still. Then the Ger-
mans started shouting
across to us, ‘a happy
Christmas’ and com-
menced putting up lots of
Christmas trees with hun-
dreds of candles on the
parapets of their trench-
es.” - Cpl. Leon Harris,
13th (Kensington) Battal-
ion London Regiment 

“At 2 am on Christmas
morning a German band
played a couple of Ger-
man tunes and then
‘Home, Sweet Home’ very
touchingly which made
some fellows think a bit.
After they played ‘God
Save The King’ and we all
cheered.” - Pvt. H. Dixon,
Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment 

“We would sing a song
or a carol first and then
they would sing one and I
tell you they can harmo-
nise all right.” - Pvt. G.
Layton, A Company, 1st
Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment of the British Expe-
ditionary Force 

“Half-way they were
met by four Germans,
who said they would not
shoot on Christmas Day if
we did not. They gave our
fellows cigars and a bottle
of wine and were given a
cake and cigarettes. When
they came back I went out
with some more of our

fellows and we were met
by about 30 Germans,
who seemed to be very
nice fellows. I got one of
them to write his name
and address on a postcard
as a souvenir. All through
the night we sang carols to
them and they sang to us
and one played ‘God Save
the King’ on a mouth
organ.” - Rifleman C.H.
Brazier, Queen’s West-
minsters of Bishops Stort-
ford 

“We soon came up to
them. About 30 could
speak English. One fellow
wanted a letter posted to
his sweetheart in Lon-
don.” - Gunner Masterton

“Between the trenches
there were a lot of dead
Germans whom we

helped to bury. In one
place where the trenches
are only 25 yards apart we
could see dead Germans
half-buried, their legs and
gloved hands sticking out
of the ground. The trench-
es in this position are so
close that they are called
‘The Death Trap’, as hun-
dreds have been killed
there.” - A junior officer

“On Christmas Day we
were out of the trenches
along with the Germans,
some of whom had a song
and dance, while two of
our platoons had a game
of football. It was surpris-
ing to see the German
soldiers - some appeared
old, others were boys, and
others wore glasses ... A
number of our fellows

have got addresses from
the Germans and are
going to try and meet one
another after the war.” -
Pvt. Farnden, Rifle Bri-
gade 

“On our right was a
regiment of Prussian
Guards and on our left
was a Saxon regiment. On
Christmas morning some
of our fellows shouted
across to them saying that
if they would not fire our
chaps would meet them
half-way between the
trenches and spend
Christmas as friends.
They consented to do so.
Our chaps at once went
out and when in the open
Prussians fired on our
men killing two and
wounding several more.
The Saxons, who behaved
like gentlemen, threat-
ened the Prussians if they
did the same trick again.
Well, during Christmas
Day our fellows and the
Saxons fixed up a table
between the two trenches
and they spent a happy
time together, and ex-
changed souvenirs and
presented one another
with little keepsakes.” - A
British soldier

“One of our men was
given a bottle of wine in
which to drink the King’s
health. The regiment
actually had a football
match with the Germans
who beat them 3-2.” - A
British officer

“You said I should prob-
ably hardly know it was
Christmas Day, but far
from it; we had a most
extraordinary day and
quite different from others
... Lots of English and
Germans met between the
two lines and had talks ...
there were bicycle races
on bikes without tyres
found in the ruins of the

house.” - A British officer
“A hundred yards or so

in the rear of our trenches
there were houses that
had been shelled. These
were explored with some
of the regulars and we
found old bicycles, top-
hats, straw hats, umbrellas
etc. We dressed ourselves
up in these and went over
to the Germans. It seemed
so comical to see fellows
walking about in top-hats
and with umbrellas up.
Some rode the bicycles
backwards. We had some
fine sport and made the
Germans laugh.” - Brazier 

“I daresay you will be
surprised at me writing a
letter on such paper as
this, but you will be more
surprised when I tell you
that it contained cake
given to one of our men
by a German officer on
Christmas Day, and that I
was given some of it ... We
were able to bury our
dead, some of whom had
been lying there for six
weeks or more. We are
still on speaking terms
with them, so that we
have not fired a shot at
them up to now (Dec. 29),
neither have they, so that
the snipers on each side
have had a rest.” - Pvt.
Alfred Smith, 1st Battalion
Royal Warwickshire Regi-
ment 

“Really you would hard-
ly have thought we were
at war. Here we were,
enemy talking to enemy.
They like ourselves with
mothers, with sweet-
hearts, with wives waiting
to welcome us home
again. And to think within
a few hours we shall be
firing at each other
again.” - Masterson 

Soldiers’ letters
show the wonder 
of short-lived WWI
Christmas Truce

BY GILLIAN BROCKELL

Washington Post

TURNER R W AP

In this image provided by the Imperial War Museum,
World War I German and British soldiers stand together
on the battlefield near Ploegsteert, Belgium, in December
1914. Soldiers who had been killing each other by the tens
of thousands for months climbed out of their soggy
trenches to seek a shred of humanity amid the horrors of
World War I. Hands reached out across the divide and in
Flanders Fields more than a century ago, a spontaneous
Christmas cease-fire ever so briefly lifted the human
spirit. 
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A federal judge ruled
Saturday that the U.S.
military must provide
legal counsel to an Amer-
ican citizen who was
picked up months ago on
the Syrian battlefield and
accused of fighting with
Islamic State militants. 

The unidentified Amer-
ican, who has not been
charged, surrendered to
U.S.-backed fighters in
Syria around Sept. 12 and
is currently being held in
Iraq as an unlawful enemy
combatant. 

The American Civil
Liberties Union filed a
court petition challenging
his detention and asking
to act on his behalf to
provide him access to
legal counsel. 

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lawyer ordered
for citizen held 
as combatant

A small plane headed to
Key West for the Christ-
mas holiday crashed Sun-
day at the end of a runway
at a Florida airport, killing
five people, authorities
said. 

The twin-engine Cessna
340 crashed shortly after
takeoff at Bartow Mun-
icipal Airport, immediately
killing the 70-year-old
pilot and his four adult
passengers, according to a
statement from Polk
County Sheriff’s Office
spokeswoman Carrie
Horstman. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear what caused
the crash. 

The sheriff’s office iden-
tified the pilot as Lakeland
attorney John Shannon. He
had filed a flight plan to fly
Sunday from Bartow to
Key West, Horstman said. 

Shannon’s passengers
included his two daugh-
ters, his son-in-law and a
family friend. They were
identified as: 24-year-old
Southeastern University
student Olivia Shannon,
26-year-old Baltimore
teacher Victoria Shannon
Worthington, 27-year-old
University of Maryland law
student Peter Worthington
Jr. and 32-year-old Lake-
land teacher Krista Clay-
ton. 

The Worthingtons had
arrived in Florida on Sat-
urday for the Christmas
holiday, Horstman said. 

“This is a tragedy at any
time, but it is so much
worse because it happened
on Christmas Eve,” Sheriff
Grady Judd said. 

The plane was engulfed
in flames by the time fire
rescue crews arrived.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

5 dead after
plane crashes 
at Fla. airport

On Jan. 1, New York will
join California, New Jersey
and Rhode Island in requir-
ing employers to give
workers paid leave to bond
with a baby, care for a
close relative with a serious
illness or help loved ones
during a family member’s
military deployment.

The new benefits, which
apply to 6.4 million private-
sector workers, will phase
in over four years.

In 2018, employees can
take up to eight weeks of
paid leave and receive 50
percent of their average
wage, up to a cap weekly
cap of $652. When the
phase-in is complete in
2021, they’ll be able to
take up to 12 weeks at
two-thirds of their average
weekly wage.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York to join
states requiring
paid family leave

cussed the limitations of
wheelchair living.

Then his parents, Bran-
don and Tina Pickard, left
the decision up to their
son: Would he have sur-
gery? Would he adapt to
the wheelchair instead?

Zach chose surgery. The
operation was Sept. 20 at

Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital. The Pickards
called the seven hours
excruciating. Occasionally
someone in the operating
room would call the wait-
ing room to let them know
how Zach was doing, but
the rest of the time, his
parents sat with their

Zach Pickard has had a
rough, sometimes phys-
ically painful, year.

But because he is Zach,
a tiny person with an out-
size personality, a quick
wit and the unflagging
devotion of a new dog
who is bigger than he is,
you wouldn’t know it.

Some people enjoy bits
and pieces of this world.
Zach loves everything, all
the time: magnets, mak-
ing “slime,” Nintendo,
“Impractical Jokers” on
TV, YouTube and KFC,
with which his mother
says he is obsessed. His
tiny voice, like that of a
doll, is most often roiling
with laughter as he de-
lights in the latest verbal
or practical joke he has
engineered. 

At 10 (he’ll be 11 in
January), Zach is one of
only 144 children in the
world with the rapid aging
disease progeria. He re-
cently chose to have a
seven-hour surgery to
repair his damaged hip
socket. He had been un-
able to walk for months,
and he was restricted to a
wheelchair.

For a child who has had
to adjust to a slew of limi-
tations in his life — tiny
stature, stiff joints, bald-
ness and prominent veins
— being in a wheelchair
all the time was too much.

Zach’s parents knew
that two other children
with progeria had gone
through the surgery pro-
posed for Zach. It’s called
VDRO, for varus derota-
tion osteotomy. It tips the
ball of the femur into the
hip socket, where it is
stabilized with plates and
screws to hold the bone in
the proper position. 

Before the surgery,
Zach’s mom introduced
him to a friend of hers
who was in a wheelchair.
The friend and Zach dis-

fears: What if the sur-
geons didn’t have enough
skin to stitch up? Because
they are so tiny and lack
reserves of body fat, chil-
dren with progeria don’t
have as much skin surface
as other children, making
grafting a near impossibil-
ity.

“We were really think-
ing he was going to be a
grumpy patient, but he
turned out great,” Tina
Pickard said.

While in a brace post-
surgery, Zach gained a
much-needed pound and
a half. He is 41 inches tall
and 32 pounds now. The
Pickards hope that in
2018, Zach will be able to
resume participation in a
progeria drug trial in Bos-
ton that is exploring drugs
that can add months to
the lives of progeria pa-
tients.

One in four to eight
million newborns have the
gene mutation that causes
progeria. The mutated
gene causes a collection of
symptoms that resemble
premature aging. The
average life expectancy is
13 years. The Pickards

have invested in beating
that number, becoming
active fundraisers for the
Progeria Research
Foundation.

Just after Zach’s sur-
gery, Carmen the dog
arrived. She joins Zach’s
guinea pig, K.C. Pickard.
Carmen barks at strangers
but is a friendly, mellow
animal, rubbing her face
against Zach to ask for
head pats. 

Zach rolls on the floor
to be closer to Carmen,
who weighs about as
much as he does. In the
manner of the best child-
pet friends, Carmen is
fascinated by everything
Zach does.

Zach has been out of
school and instructed at
home so he doesn’t fall
behind in his last year of
elementary school before
moving on to sixth grade
and middle school. To
return to school, he has to
be able to independently
go to the restroom. He has
“land” therapy and
“aqua” therapy weekly. 

The Pickards have one
word for their son’s deci-
sion to have surgery,
which they repeat to Zach:
Brave.

For Zach, it’s a joke.
What does “brave” mean?

“It means being brave,”
he says, breaking into
peals of giggles.

Asked whether the
string of magnets he’s
working on is a collar for
Carmen, he grimaces.

He casts the side-eye of
a soon-to-be middle
school student, then
glances at his big dog and
the relatively short band
of magnets: “She’s not a
Pomeranian, you know.”

Here’s how much
strength resides in that
tiny body: Zach walks
across the Pickard family
room aided by a metal
walker. He pauses, flexes
his arms on the walker
and lifts his feet from the
floor. 

His parents murmur:
This is huge, they say.

And suddenly it feels
like Christmas, even
though it’s only Dec. 18.

Cheryl Truman:
859-231-3202,
@CherylTruman

He had a tough year, but this
boy is learning to walk again.
And he has a new best friend.

BY CHERYL TRUMAN

ctruman@herald-leader.com

CHARLES BERTRAM cbertram@herald-leader.com

Zach Pickard, 10, with his new dog, Carmen, in his home. Zach, who has the rapid aging disease progeria, had been unable to walk because of a
faulty hip. He underwent surgery in September at the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and is now in physical therapy. 

CHARLES BERTRAM cbertram@herald-leader.com

Zach Pickard posed in front of the family Christmas tree. He’s one of 144 children in the
world diagnosed with progeria.

CHARLES BERTRAM cbertram@herald-leader.com

Zach Pickard played with his new dog, Carmen, in his
home in Lexington.
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BILOXI

Extra Christmas stock-
ings hung on the chimney
at a Biloxi home this year
show how the heart ex-
pands to include love for
adopted and foster chil-
dren.

Andrea and Marcus
Watson are celebrating
Christmas with a full
house — five children ages
7 and younger and two of
their three young adult
children.

The couple recently
adopted their third foster
child and have two 19-
month-old foster children,
a boy and a girl from dif-
ferent families.

How do they do it?
“Organization,” Andrea

said.
“It’s controlled chaos.

We have a lot of help from
family and friends. This is
what God wants us to do,
so we rely on our faith to
get us through day by
day.”

She anticipates Christ-
mas morning would be
more chaotic than usual,
but full of family fun.

Andrea’s a college stu-
dent, taking classes online
when she can, and works
part-time for Waitr, deliv-
ering local food to restau-
rant customers’ doorsteps.

The Vancleave native
had worked as a phleboto-
mist at the former Biloxi
Regional Medical Center
until she decided to attend
college. She wants to pur-
sue a master’s degree in
social work.

“I want to help chil-
dren,” she said.

Marcus is from La Mar-

que, Texas, between
Houston and Galveston.
He is a welder at Ingalls.
His shift work allows him
to meet Andrea at home
so they can go together to
pick up their three young-
est children from daycare
on school days.

The loss of two children
in 1992 and 2009 prompt-
ed the couple to think
about becoming foster
parents as their own chil-
dren became teenagers
and young adults.

The experience of be-
coming a foster parent,
and realizing foster kids
come with nothing but
what they’re wearing, led
Andrea to start a clothes
closet to help other foster
parents immediately outfit
the children they’ve taken
in.

The Watsons have had
at least 12 foster children
in their home.

The biracial couple were
told they were a good fit
for many children because
some foster parents only
want children of the same
race.

“God doesn’t see col-
or,” Andrea said. “So we
don’t see color.”

ONE CHILD AFTER
OTHER

It took just a few hours
after the Watsons signed
the paperwork to become
foster parents six years
ago to receive their first
call.

They took in a 1-year-
old girl they called Leigha.

“She just dropped into
our laps,” Andrea said.
“That was our sign that
this is what God wants us
to do.”

The Watsons adopted
Leigha, now 7, two years

ago after a judge terminat-
ed her parents’ rights.

“The ultimate goal of
foster care is reunifica-
tion,” Andrea said.

“It doesn’t always hap-
pen. Foster care gives
parents a chance to fix
things they need to fix
while foster parents love
and care for their chil-
dren. There’s teenage
parents, parents on drugs,
parents with all kinds of
problems. Sometimes
they’re able to get back on
track. But not always.”

Four years ago, the
Watsons picked up a 4-
day-old baby boy at a
hospital. His mother had
named him Jaxon before
leaving him at the hospi-
tal. The couple had an
hour’s notice to pick him
up. All he had was the
diaper he was wearing and
a hospital gown and cap.
They scurried about to
buy what he needed.

Jaxon was 19 months
old when the Watsons
adopted him.

He became best friends
with Leigha, like they
were born siblings. They
sing together, play togeth-
er and often hug each
other, showing a love that
thrills their parents.

Olivya joined the Wat-
son home as a foster child
when she was 4 months
old. She was 3 1/2 when
the couple adopted her a
few months ago. 

Then came Baby E and
Baby O in the past couple
of years. Because they’re
foster children, their
names and faces can’t be
made public.

Baby E was placed in
the home at 2 months old.

Baby O joined the fam-
ily at 10 months old.

Both are now 19 months.
So there are four chil-

dren under age 4 in their
home. How do the parents
cope?

Andrea’s college-age
daughter, Bethanie
Stokes, is a big help.

Andrea’s young adult
son Joshua Stokes often
steps in to help and at-
tends church with the
family every Sunday. Her
other adult son, T.J., visits
when he can.

It takes teamwork.
Marcus does the fam-

ily’s laundry. Andrea folds
seven sets of clothes,
socks and underwear
included, for each of the
children and stacks them
up so they’re ready to grab
and go.

Marcus is at work by the
time Andrea gets the kids
up for daycare and school.
She either feeds the kids
breakfast, gets Bethanie’s
help, or the kids eat at
school or daycare.

Andrea fits in classes
and schoolwork during the
day and lets Waitr know
the hours she’s available.

Once the family’s all
home, dinner and bath
time occupy most of the
evening. Weekends give
extra time to spend with
the kids, whether it’s pull-
ing out the Play-Doh,

coloring, watching movies
or making arts and crafts.

The home is filled with
laughter, the usual child-
hood bickering and daily
reminders that each child
is loved for who they are.

“We are not extrava-
gant people, but we have a
lot of love and we do
things together as a fam-
ily,” Andrea said.

ELIJAH’S CLOSET
The Watsons had talked

about becoming foster
parents after the death of
their son Elijah in 2009.
He was 3 months old
when he died from com-
plications from a genetic
disorder.

Andrea also lost a daugh-
ter, Raven, in 1992. Raven
was nearly 2 years old. She
rarely talks about Raven.

A couple of years ago,
Andrea and Marcus decid-
ed there was a way to
honor Elijah’s memory by
collecting clothing, diap-
ers, even bicycles and
other items to help new
foster parents.

Elijah’s Closet was
born. Donations are avail-
able at any time a new
foster parent picks up a
child.

“Social workers give
people my number,” An-
drea said. “Some people

hear about us through
word of mouth.”

Andrea is trying to get
nonprofit status for Eli-
jah’s Closet, and hopes to
one day have a store front.

For now, she occasion-
ally organizes what she
calls a Diaper Drop, a
collection point for diap-
ers, baby wipes and such.
And she doesn’t turn away
gently used clothes in all
sizes or used toys. 

Elijah’s Closet, which
has a Facebook page, is
holding a Diaper Drop in
Gulfport from 1 to 6 p.m.
Jan. 20. The collection
point will be in front of the
former Winn-Dixie build-
ing off Pass Road at Cowan
Road.

Does Andrea ever get
tired of all her responsib-
ilities? She may get tired,
but not of the children.

“I have every bit of the
love in the world for chil-
dren,” she said. “I believe
we’re doing what God
wants us to do. It makes
everything worthwhile.
God is where we get our
strength and he has blessed
us with beautiful children,
some to keep, some to just
love on for a time.”

Robin Fitzgerald:
228-896-2307,
@robincrimenews

Foster parents feel
call to adopt: ‘What
God wants us to do’

BY ROBIN FITZGERALD

rfitzgerald@sunherald.com

JOHN FITZHUGH jcfitzhugh@sunherald.com

Marcus Watson plays with his adopted son, Jaxon, 4, at their Biloxi home recently.
Jaxon is one of three children the Watsons have adopted in the past six years.

LEONIA, N.J.

It is bumper to bumper
as far as the eye can see,
the kind of soul-sucking
traffic jam that afflicts
highways the way bad
food afflicts rest stops.

Suddenly, a path to
hope presents itself: An
alternate route, your
smartphone suggests, can
save time. Next thing you
know, you’re headed
down an exit ramp, blithe-
ly following directions
into the residential streets
of some unsuspecting
town, along with a slew of
other frustrated motorists.

Scenes like this are
playing out across the
country, not just in traffic-
choked regions of the
Northeast. But one town
has had enough.

With services like Goo-
gle Maps, Waze and Apple
Maps suggesting shortcuts
for commuters through
the narrow, hilly streets of
Leonia, New Jersey, the
borough has decided to
fight back against conges-
tion that its leaders say
has reached crisis propor-
tions.

In mid-January, the
borough’s police force will

close 60 streets to all
drivers aside from resi-
dents and people em-
ployed in the borough
during the morning and
afternoon rush periods,
effectively taking most of
the town out of circulation
for the popular traffic apps
– and for everyone else,
for that matter.

“Without question, the
game changer has been
the navigation apps,” said
Tom Rowe, Leonia’s po-
lice chief. “In the morn-
ing, if I sign onto my
Waze account, I find there
are 250,000 ‘Wazers’ in
the area. When the pri-
mary roads become con-
gested, it directs vehicles
into Leonia and pushes
them onto secondary and
tertiary roads. We have
had days when people
can’t get out of their
driveways.”

Even before the prolif-
eration of navigation apps,
Leonia was no stranger to
traffic. Ringed by Inter-
state 95, and in the shad-
ow of the George Wash-
ington Bridge, Leonia sits
next to some of the most
congested roadways in the
country.

But Leonia is not alone.
From Medford, Mas-
sachusetts to Fremont,
California, communities

are grappling with the
local gridlock caused by
well-intentioned traffic
apps like Waze, which was
purchased by Google in
2013 for $1.15 billion.

Since Waze uses crowd
sourcing to update its
information, some people
– frustrated at the influx of
outside traffic – have tak-
en to fabricating reports of
traffic accidents in their
communities to try to
deter the app from send-
ing motorists their way.
One suburb of Tel Aviv
has even sued Waze,
which was developed by
an Israeli company.

Waze defends its prac-
tice of rerouting motorists
from congested highways
through residential streets
in nearby communities.
And the company says it
shares free traffic data
with municipal planners
nationwide who might, for
instance, want to monitor
the effectiveness of a new
time sequence for a traffic
signal.

Terry Wei, a spokeswo-
man for Waze, said the
app benefited from a com-
munity of local volunteer
editors who insure that
the maps stay up-to-date
and reflect the local law.
“If a road is legally reclas-
sified into a private road,”
she said, “our map editors
will make that change. It
is our goal to work holi-
stically with our commu-
nity of drivers, map edi-
tors and city contacts to
improve the driving expe-
rience for all.”

While a number of com-
munities have devised
strategies like turn re-

strictions and speed
humps that affect all mo-
torists, Leonia’s move
may be the most extreme
response.

Leonia plans to issue
residents yellow tags to
hang in their cars, and
nonresidents who use the
streets in the morning and
afternoon will face $200
fines. Its Police Depart-
ment has already alerted
the major traffic and navi-
gation apps to the im-
pending changes, which
will take effect on Jan. 22
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.,
and from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.,
seven days a week.

Rowe said the borough
had tried closing only a
handful of streets in the
past, posting temporary
signs and alerting the
navigation apps, but with
little success. Traffic ei-
ther got pushed onto near-
by streets or drivers sim-
ply disregarded the signs.

“It’s basically all or
nothing,” Rowe said. “It’s
a very extreme measure
for very extreme traffic.
Would I prefer not to do
this? Of course. But I
would rather try some-
thing and fail than not try
anything.”

Borough officials say
their measure is legal,
although it may yet get
tested in court. Some
traffic engineers and
elected officials elsewhere
say the move may set a
precedent that could en-
courage towns to summa-
rily restrict public access
to outsiders.

“It’s a slippery slope,”
said Samuel I. Schwartz,
the former traffic engineer

for New York City known
as Gridlock Sam, and the
author of the early 1990s
book “Shadow Traffic’s
New York Shortcuts and
Traffic Tips.” “Waze and
other services are upset-
ting the apple cart in a lot
of communities. But these
are public streets, so
where do you draw the
line?”

Leonia’s council, which
voted unanimously this
month in favor of the new
ordinance, was careful to
keep open three major
roadways that are con-
trolled by either the coun-
ty or state.

Some residents outside
Leonia have chafed at the
impending street closings,
posting variously snarky
and incredulous com-
ments on news sites like
NJ.com: “Terrible, short-
sighted idea. How about
the rest of N.J. fines Leo-
nia residents for using all
the other roads in the
state?”

Schwartz pointed out
that the state has ultimate
authority over local roads.
“I’d rather they put up
temporary barriers,” he
said. “To give people
summonses who might be
lost or might be frantic
trying to get to an appoint-
ment on time – I do worry
about this type of strategy.
Every town can decide
that we don’t want certain
people to come through
our community.”

There is also concern
from neighboring commu-
nities like Fort Lee, whose
place in traffic lore has
been cemented by the
so-called Bridgegate scan-

dal, where members of
Gov. Chris Christie’s ad-
ministration deliberately
worsened traffic by the
George Washington
Bridge, famously saying,
“Time for some traffic
problems in Fort Lee.”

Fort Lee’s mayor, Mark
Sokolich, warned Leonia
that its traffic-fighting
strategy better not make
things worse in his town.
“If their initiative visits
gridlock upon Fort Lee
and, in particular, creates
problems with our emer-
gency service vehicles
getting to and from where
they need to go, they will
hear from us,” he said.

But for residents like
Melissa Soesman, a 44-
year-old native of Leonia,
the change cannot happen
soon enough. The slender
road she lives on, Irving
Street, becomes a parking
lot at least two or three
times a week during the
morning rush. On Tues-
day, her son was a half-
hour late to his college
class because his car,
which was parked on the
street, was hemmed in by
traffic.

Some mornings, Soes-
man has to plead with
drivers to make room for
her to pull out of her
driveway onto Irving
Street. “It’s horrific, and
it’s all the time,” she said.
“They will see that you
are trying to get out, but
they won’t let you. People
are cranky; it’s the morn-
ing. By the time they are
up here, who knows how
long they have been sit-
ting in traffic.”

Navigation apps 
are turning quiet
neighborhoods into
traffic nightmares

BY LISA W. FODERARO

New York Times
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PHILADELPHIA

It was a bloody day in
Philadelphia: five people
shot or stabbed dead. One
of the shooting victims
was Trina Singleton’s
24-year-old son, Darryl. 

In this city of 1.6 million
people that tallied 269
homicides last year, Dar-
ryl’s death on Sept. 13,
2016, earned him a few
lines near the end of a
newspaper story, his loss
overshadowed by the
death of a 21-year-old
cousin of rap star Meek
Mill. 

“He was totally over-
looked,” Trina Singleton
said. “There were so

many people shot that
day, he was a number.” 

Now a new website is
working to show that
Darryl and victims like
him are more than statis-
tics. Since the Philadel-
phia Obituary Project
went live in June, it has
posted more than 30 in-
depth obituaries of city
homicide victims from the
past 18 months. 

“We want to talk about
the lives of the people, not
their deaths. To dignify
them. To humanize
them,” said Cletus Ly-
man, a city lawyer who
has spent more than
$10,000 to fund the pro-
ject. “We want to com-
plete the picture and show
the community that we’re
losing real people.” 

Lyman grew up in a
small Pennsylvania town
reading obituaries, every-
one’s obituaries, because
in a town that size, every
citizen was considered
worthy of coverage. As an
adult, he found himself
frustrated by the way the
deaths, especially of those
who met violent ends,
were covered. 

Lyman found Albert
Stumm, a former Associ-
ated Press editor who is
now a freelancer based in
Spain, to manage the
site’s content. 

“This is an unapol-
ogetically positive effort
because there’s a lot of
victim-blaming that goes
around,” Stumm said.
“Yes, many victims have
gotten into trouble before

they got killed. But how
they got there is less im-
portant to us than who
they were.” 

The obituaries will in-
clude information about a
victim’s criminal past if
the family chooses to talk
about it, Stumm said. In
instances where a known
violent offender is killed,
the website won’t seek
further details, he said,
noting a founder of the
Junior Black Mafia, which
terrorized the city for
decades, was not profiled
after his murder in De-
cember 2016. 

Stumm said he didn’t
know of any other simi-
larly broad private efforts,
though he pointed out that
some news organizations
have tried to write about
all homicide victims in a
given time period. 

Obituaries are part of
the ritual of grieving, said
Frank Farley, an educa-
tional psychology profes-

sor at Philadelphia’s Tem-
ple University. 

“We memorialize be-
cause we ourselves hope
to be memorialized,”
Farley said. “For many,
the fear of disappearing
from life with no notation,
nothing noted, is a very
grim thing.” 

With newspapers having
less space and fewer staff,
it’s more likely that hom-
icide victims won’t receive
the due they had been
given in years past, al-
though grieving loved
ones can always pay to put
a death notice in the
newspaper. Typically,
newspapers write articles
about the deaths of only
well-known locals and
other public figures. 

When the Philadelphia
Obituary Project’s report-
ers began contacting the
families of homicide vic-
tims last year, some were
hesitant. Then the effort
began to get traction. 

The tribute to Darryl
Singleton in the Philadel-
phia Obituary Project
notes he attended crime-
scene investigation camp
in Baltimore one summer
and was taking classes to
be an emergency medical
technician. It shares his
paternal grandmother’s
remembrance of the sum-
mers he and his brother
spent at her home in
Georgia and the trips they
made to local nursing
homes, where Darryl
would sing songs like “I
Believe I Can Fly.” 

These good memories,
Trina Singleton said, have
helped the family mourn. 

“We’re talking about
what he accomplished, so
his life isn’t summed up
by some gunshots,” she
said. “That’s important
for us as we go forward.” 

Obituary project makes homicide
victims more than just statistics

BY NATALIE POMPILIO

Associated Press

Estrada has become an
even harsher critic during
the president’s first
months in office as deten-
tions of migrants away
from the border have
soared. Arrests by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, whose offi-
cers pick up people for
deportation, surged 40
percent from the same
period a year earlier. 

As a lawman, Estrada
said he opposes illegal
immigration and has long
ensured his deputies turn
over to federal authorities
those people they find to
be in the country illegally.
At the Santa Cruz County
Jail he runs, immigrants
who have been charged
with or convicted of

NOGALES, ARIZ.

Sheriff Tony Estrada is
a different kind of Arizona
lawman. 

Born in Nogales, Mex-
ico, Marco Antonio Estra-
da was raised just north of
the U.S. border, giving
him a unique perspective
on issues related to it and
strong opinions about
treatment of immigrants. 

Pointedly, the white-
haired, 74-year-old Span-
ish-speaker has said he’s
“not a fan” of President
Donald Trump, his pro-
posed border wall or his
hardline immigration
policies. 

crimes are regularly held
overnight or over the
weekend for federal agen-
cies. 

But Estrada said the
Obama administration
treated immigrants more
humanely than the cur-
rent one by largely ignor-
ing people whose vio-
lations were limited to
illegal entry or re-entry
into the United States,
and focusing on deporting
people who committed
serious crimes. 

“There are ways to
enforce the law with more
compassion,” he insisted.
“And they really need to
focus on the truly bad
guys, more on illegal
drugs.” 

First elected in 1992,

Estrada is in his seventh
term and says he probably
won’t run again. He marks
50 years in law enforce-
ment on New Year’s Eve –
half of that time with the
Nogales, Arizona, Police
Department, the other
half as county sheriff. 

Estrada was a toddler in
1944 when his mother
brought him and three
brothers across the border
to Arizona to join their
father, who had received
approval to bring them
into America. In sub-
sequent decades, he said,
he witnessed many other
families torn apart by U.S.
immigration policies. 

“The cruelest thing a
government can do is
separate families – chil-

dren from parents, wives
from husbands,” Estrada
said. He said it makes
more sense to monitor
immigrants who are living
productive lives in the
U.S., rather than deport
them and split up rela-
tives. 

Estrada is unapologet-
ically liberal in a state
where lawmen are often
known for being politi-
cally conservative, a Dem-
ocrat who proudly dis-
plays in his office a pho-
tograph of presidential
candidate Bernie Sanders’
March 2016 border visit.
Metro Phoenix Sheriff
Paul Penzone, who defeat-
ed longtime incumbent
Joe Arpaio in 2016, is a
Democrat, but most of
Arizona’s other sheriffs
are Republicans. 

Fellow Arizona border
Sheriff Leon N. Wilmot of
Yuma County said Estrada
is simply responding to his
constituency, which in
Santa Cruz County is
more than 80 percent
Hispanic. 

“Every sheriff has to
tailor their enforcement
and policies to their com-
munity,” said Wilmot,

who described Estrada as
gracious and professional.
“He’s an iconic border
sheriff and will leave a big
legacy.” 

Arpaio gained national
attention with his anti-
immigrant policies before
he lost his re-election bid
in Maricopa County. “As
sheriffs, we got along,
even though I disagreed a
lot with his policies,”
Estrada said of Arpaio. 

Arpaio, who became
sheriff the same year
Estrada did, said that
despite their differences,
he always respected his
Santa Cruz County col-
league as a “real gentle-
man.” 

“He has a right to his
opinion, and he really
does know the border,”
the 85-year-old Arpaio
said. “Still, as a law en-
forcement guy, he should
be thanking the president.
Since Trump took office,
there are a lot fewer peo-
ple crossing over.” 

Estrada acknowledged
his views are unpopular
among some, “but I only
answer to my voters.” 

At the international line
one recent morning, Es-
trada greeted a Border
Patrol agent then peered
through the metal bars at
his hometown in Mexico,
noting he hadn’t traveled
there in years. 

He criticized Trump’s
border wall idea as a
waste of money, calling it
“impossible” to build an
effective structure with
complicated geography
that includes canyons and
other hard-to-get-to pla-
ces, and insisting “desper-
ate people will still find a
way to get across.” 

“There are pockets of
poverty in our own nation,
and we’re thinking about
building a ‘big, beautiful
wall,’ ” Estrada said, shak-
ing his head. “Our pri-
orities are all screwed up.” 

Sheriff Tony Estrada,
another kind 
of Arizona lawman 
BY ANITA SNOW 

Associated Press

ANITA SNOW AP

Santa Cruz County Sheriff Tony Estrada in Nogales, Ariz., on Dec. 5 on the U.S. side of the international boundary with Nogales, Mexico, where he
was born.

‘‘EVERY SHERIFF
HAS TO TAILOR
THEIR
ENFORCEMENT
AND POLICIES TO
THEIR
COMMUNITY. HE’S
AN ICONIC
BORDER SHERIFF
AND WILL LEAVE A
BIG LEGACY.

Arizona border Sheriff
Leon N. Wilmot of Yuma
County
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PALM BEACH, FLA.

President Donald
Trump opened his first
Christmas Eve in office by
offering season’s greetings
to U.S. troops stationed
around the world and
applauding the sacrifices
their families make when
their loved ones are away. 

“Today and every day,
we’re incredibly thankful
for you and for your fam-
ilies,” Trump said from his
Florida estate, where he is
spending the holidays
with his family. “Your
families have been tre-
mendous. Always under-
appreciated, the military
families. The greatest
people on Earth.” 

Trump spoke briefly by
video hook-up on Sunday
to members of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard
stationed in Qatar, Kuwait
and Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and patrolling the
Strait of Hormuz in the
Middle East. 

Vice President Mike
Pence rallied U.S. troops
stationed in Afghanistan
during a surprise visit last
week. 

Trump complimented
each branch of the armed
forces. He said the Army’s
“Iron Brigade” combat

team in Kuwait is per-
forming a “vital mission”
by partnering with the
Iraqi, Kuwaiti, Saudi Ara-
bian and Jordanian ar-
mies, and providing force
protection in Syria and
Iraq. 

He said a Kuwait-based,
Marine air-ground task
force has provided more
than 4,000 flight hours of
close air support in the
campaign against the
Islamic State group, and
he thanked sailors aboard
the USS Sampson for de-
fending “high-value as-
sets” in the Strait of Hor-
muz. 

Trump also singled out
the Air Force’s 69th Expe-
ditionary Bomb Squadron
in Qatar for engaging
more than 700 IS and
Taliban targets in five
separate countries and
winning two trophies in an
Air Force bomb competi-
tion. He called winning
both an “amazing
achievement.” 

But he seemed to re-
serve the most praise for
the Coast Guard, which
impressed the president
with its rescue operations
during a devastating hurri-
cane season in Florida,
Texas, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

“You’ve done such an
incredible job in Texas
and Florida and Puerto

Rico,” Trump said. “Many
Republicans are very hap-
py but, I have to tell you,
the people of Florida,
Texas, Puerto Rico and
lots of other states are
even more happy. What a
job you’ve done … saved
thousands and thousands
of lives.” 

Puerto Ricans, however,
may question the presi-
dent’s upbeat assessment
of their state of mind. 

Power generation on the
U.S. territory is at 65 per-
cent of normal, with nine
of Puerto Rico’s 78 munic-
ipalities still completely in
the dark more than three
months after Hurricane
Maria walloped the island.
The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers has estimated
power will not be fully
restored across Puerto
Rico until May. More than
200,000 homes were
damaged and more than
30,000 people have lost
their jobs, sparking an

exodus of more than
200,000 Puerto Ricans to
Florida alone. 

In closing, Trump off-
ered thanks to those who
are away from their fam-
ilies to “defend all of our
families, our freedoms
and our pride.” 

“Every American heart
is thankful to you and
we’re asking God to watch
over you and to watch
over your families,” he
said, before he asked
journalists to leave the
room so he could begin
taking questions from the
service members. 

Trump planned to join
first lady Melania Trump
later Sunday to answer
telephone calls from kids
seeking updates on Santa
Claus’ whereabouts from
the NORAD Tracks Santa
program. The North
American Aerospace De-
fense Command has
tracked Santa’s flight for
more than 60 years. 

Trump sends
greetings to US
troops abroad

Associated Press

CAROLYN KASTER AP

President Donald Trump turns to talk to reporters during
a Christmas Eve video teleconference with members of
the military Sunday at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm
Beach, Fla.

MONTGOMERY, ALA.

Even before a defiant
Roy Moore stood at a
lectern this month and
refused to concede the
Alabama Senate race, one
political reality was clear:
An extraordinary turnout
among black voters had
helped push Doug Jones
to a rare Democratic vic-
tory in this state.

That turnout, in which
registered black voters
appeared to cast ballots at
a higher rate than white
ones, has become the
most recent reference
point in the complicated
picture about race and
elections laws.

At issue, at a time when
minorities are becoming
an increasingly powerful
slice of the electorate, is
how much rules like Ala-
bama’s voter ID law serve
as a brake on that happen-
ing. The turnout by black
voters in Alabama raises a
question: Did it come
about because voting
restrictions were not as
powerful as critics claim
or because voters showed
up despite them?

Whether blacks and
other minorities vote has
become an evermore
crucial element in the
national political calculus.
Minority voters, who lean
overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic, were 29 percent of
eligible voters in 2012 and
31 percent in 2016; by
2020, the figure is expect-
ed to rise to nearly 34
percent.

LaTosha Brown, an
Alabama native and a
founder of the Black Vot-
ers Matter Fund, which
backed voter-mobilization
efforts in the Senate con-
test, said the impact of
voter suppression in Ala-
bama was real, but that
the policies were some-
times a motivating factor.

“Historically and tradi-
tionally, there has been a
strong voice of resistance

to those that are undemo-
cratic,” she said. “I don’t
think that this is new; I
think that has always been
the role that black voters,
particularly in the Deep
South, have played.”

But research, particular-
ly of voter ID laws in Tex-
as, Wisconsin and other
states, provides an impre-
cise picture of how much
similar laws suppress
turnout. And Eitan Hersh,
a Tufts University political
scientist who contributed
to the analysis of Texas’
strict voter ID law, said
research indicated that
voter ID laws could alter
very close elections but
might not be as influential
as some critics claim.

“These laws are compli-
cated to assess,” Hersh
said. “Alabama was a
place where there was a
lot of campaigning, and
when campaigns liven up,
you have a lot of mobili-
zation efforts” that could
offset the effect of an ID
law on turnout.

Alabama, where a
bloody history of battling
for the right to vote gave
birth to the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, and a lawsuit
led to the 2013 Supreme
Court case that dramat-
ically weakened the law, is
seldom described as a
model for voting rules.

Like only 12 other
states, Alabama does not
permit early voting, which

is disproportionately used
by minorities and the
poor. Its restrictions on
voting by people with
felony records were re-
cently relaxed, but remain
among the nation’s tough-
est and likely curb black
turnout. The state’s voter
ID law, which was chal-
lenged in federal court,
threatened to disenfran-
chise at least 100,000
registered voters, many of
them black or Hispanic,
according to the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund. And
a panel of federal judges
ruled this year that 12
state legislative districts
had been gerrymandered
to dilute African-Amer-
ican voting power. The

congressional map is also
gerrymandered.

Since 2010, 23 states,
mostly under Republican
control, have enacted laws
requiring voters to show
identification before cast-
ing ballots, all in the name
of curbing a voter-fraud
threat that almost all ex-
perts and election officials
say is largely mythical. Six
states have reduced early
voting days or hours,
seven have stiffened re-
quirements to register and
three states have made it
harder for people with
felony convictions to re-
gain the right to vote.

A lawsuit challenging
aggressive purging of
voter rolls in Ohio, where

thousands of legitimate
voters have been removed
from the rolls, will next
month go before the U.S.
Supreme Court; the case
could give similar plans a
red or green light. The
court is also considering
arguments over the con-
stitutionality of partisan
gerrymandering, which
computer technology has
turned into an evermore
powerful tool.

On the other hand, in
many states, most of them
divided or Democratic
leaning, access to the
franchise continues to
expand: Since 2015, nine
states have passed laws to
automatically register new
voters when they interact
with government agen-
cies. Colorado, Oregon
and Washington have
moved almost entirely to
mail-in ballots and turn-
out has bumped upward
as a result. Nearly three-
quarters of states allow
early voting, no-excuse
absentee voting, or both.

In the Alabama vote,
there were reports of scat-
tered troubles, including
technology problems,
voter ID disputes, issues
with voters improperly
classified as inactive and
long lines at many polling
places.

But the gravest fears of
Alabama’s critics were not
realized. Some of that
reflected years of ad-
vocacy by voting rights
groups, including the
concerted pushback that
led the state, in 2015, to
back away from a plan to
close 31 driver’s license
offices in rural areas,
many of them predomi-
nantly black.

Alabama’s secretary of
state, John H. Merrill, said
allegations of irregular-
ities, from the left and
right, in the Dec. 12 elec-
tion were not borne out.
“It’s just people making
things up, and they think
they can because of what
they’ve observed that

LAUREN JUSTICE NYT file

Tarsha Herelle takes advantage of early voting at Central Library in Madison, Wis., in October 2016.

BLACK TURNOUT IN ALABAMA
COMPLICATES DEBATE ON VOTING LAWS

BY ALAN BLINDER 
AND MICHAEL WINES

New York Times

SEE LAWS, PAGE 13

WASHINGTON

Donald Trump has full
confidence in his new FBI
director despite a series of
attacks on the impartiality
of his soon-to-retire depu-
ty, a presidential adviser
said Sunday. 

Trump is “very pleased”
with Director Chris Wray
and “the changes that are
taking place,” White
House legislative affairs
director Marc Short told
“Fox News Sunday” as
Trump continued to assail
Deputy Director Andrew
McCabe, who plans to
retire from the bureau
next year. 

McCabe’s supervision
of the FBI’s investigation
into Hillary Clinton’s
email practices came
under scrutiny because his
wife’s Senate campaign
received contributions
from Clinton-ally Terry
McAuliffe’s political ac-
tion committee. The presi-
dent and congressional
Republicans have seized
on that as a sign of anti-
Trump bias in FBI lead-
ership. 

But, asked if Trump is
telling Wray to “clean
house,” Short said only: “I
think he has full confi-
dence in Chris Wray.” 

Trump’s frequent and
blistering attacks on the
nation’s premier law en-
forcement agency have
proven a tough challenge
for Wray, who took the
reins in August after
Trump fired James Comey
as he was leading the
bureau’s probe into pos-
sible Trump campaign ties
to Russia during the 2016
presidential election.
Wray aggressively defend-
ed the bureau against
Trump’s claims its reputa-
tion was “in tatters.” 

But it’s less common for
a deputy director to be in
the spotlight. 

McCabe, a lawyer by
training, was a fast-rising
leader within the FBI. He
was the assistant director
in charge of the FBI’s
counterterrorism division
at the time of the 2013
Boston Marathon bomb-
ing, later ascending to
executive assistant direc-
tor of the national security
branch and moving on to
lead the Washington field
office, one of the bureau’s
largest and most promi-
nent offices. 

He was named deputy
director by Comey in early
2016. 

Yet he became entan-
gled in presidential poli-
tics with the October 2016
revelation that his wife’s
state Senate campaign
had received contribu-
tions from McAuliffe’s
political action commit-
tee. Though the FBI said
that McCabe had consult-
ed beforehand with ethics
experts, and was not at
the time of the donations
in a supervisory role in the

Adviser:
Trump
confident
in new FBI
director

Associated Press

SEE FBI, PAGE 13



PAGE 13MONDAY DECEMBER 25 2017

POLITICS

Clinton email investiga-
tion, Trump nonetheless
was able to use the contri-
butions in the final days of
the campaign – and as
president – to attack FBI

leadership as biased
against him. 

The Justice Depart-
ment’s inspector general’s
office has been scrutiniz-
ing the FBI’s handling of
the Clinton email case,
including McCabe’s ac-
tions. 

“When we put all of our
faith and our confidence

in the Department of
Justice and the FBI know-
ing that there should be
no bias there, (Trump) is
making the point that we
need to be sure there’s no
bias,” Short said. 

Trump’s personal at-
tacks against McCabe
have continued even
though McCabe could

ostensibly be in a position
to corroborate concerns
about the president’s
conduct that Comey has
said he raised internally
with senior leadership.
Trump tweeted over the
weekend about McCabe’s
wife’s campaign being
given money by “Clinton
Puppets” and seemed to

gloat about McCabe’s
departure. 

It was broadly known
within the FBI that
McCabe was eligible to
retire this coming spring.
It is standard for FBI offi-
cials to leave the bureau
for new opportunities
upon becoming retire-
ment-eligible, and it was

widely expected that
McCabe – independent of
the criticism from Trump
– would retire to give the
new FBI director a chance
to select his own No. 2. 

As for McCabe, Short
said, “We wish him well.” 

FROM PAGE 12
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A Democratic congres-
sional candidate outside
Philadelphia calls the
Republican tax overhaul a
“cynical bill” that will
redistribute wealth up-
ward. 

One of her counterparts
in California dismisses
estimates of tax savings
for most U.S. households
and says the legislation is
“just putting money in the
pocket of the wealthy.”
And in Kansas, a Demo-
cratic candidate for gover-
nor says it’s “a recipe for
disaster” that previews
inevitable cuts to popular
programs like Social Secu-

rity and Medicare. 
While Republicans

celebrate a massive tax
overhaul they say will
goose the economy and
increase workers’ take-
home pay up and down
the income ladder, Demo-
crats are aiming to turn
the tax law into a cudgel
in next year’s fight to
retake control of Congress
and to dent GOP advan-
tages in statehouses. 

Democrats hope to use
the tax plan, passed with-
out a single Democratic
vote, to help reclaim their
identity as the party of
middle-class and working-
class America. They hope
Republican efforts to gut
the 2010 health care law
and President Donald
Trump’s unpopularity will

help that cause. 
“It’s all a consistent

message: This is not what
you were promised,” says
Chrissy Houlahan, a Dem-
ocratic candidate in the
suburban Philadelphia
district of Republican Rep.
Ryan Costello, who voted
for the tax plan. He is one
of Democrats’ top GOP
targets as they try to flip
the 24 GOP-held seats
necessary for a House
majority. 

Republicans acknowl-
edge dismal polling for
their approach but count
on a turnaround in public
opinion as tax cuts for
many take effect. 

A Wall-Street Journal/
NBC News poll taken
Dec. 13-15 found just 17
percent of respondents

expect to pay less in taxes,
while a third thought
they’d pay more. Two-
thirds of those polled said
corporations would get
breaks; more than half
said rich people would get
cuts. 

Indeed, the overhaul
slashes the corporate rate
from 35 to 21 percent, and
adds generous deductions
for certain types of busi-
nesses. Yet the plan also
lowers individual rates
and alters various deduc-
tions and credits. Results
vary widely but the non-
partisan Tax Policy Center
calculates that every in-
come bracket will see
gains in after-tax income,
at least until some of pro-
visions expire after 2025.
The initial gains are esti-
mated at about 0.5 per-
cent for the bottom 20
percent of wage earners to
about 2 percent for most
of the top 20 percent. 

“When Americans see
they have more in their
paycheck, we think they’ll
be appreciative,” says
Corry Bliss, who runs a
political advocacy organi-
zation and a separate
political action committee

backed by House Speaker
Paul Ryan, R-Wis. “I think
it sets up a wonderful
contrast for the mid-
terms.” 

Suburban Democrats
like Houlahan particularly
object to a new cap on
deductions for state and
local taxes, along with
limits on mortgage in-
terest deductions. One
provision limits a house-
hold to a maximum de-
duction of $10,000 in
state and local taxes, in-
cluding property levies.
Interest calculated on
mortgage debt beyond
$750,000 also would not
be deductible, down from
the current $1 million cap. 

Those changes fall dis-
proportionately on the
nation’s largest metro
areas, particularly along
the coasts, where median
incomes are often much
higher than the national
benchmark but where
residents also have con-
siderably higher housing
costs and local tax bur-
dens. 

Such House districts
feature prominently on
Democrats’ target list in
2018. Several are now
represented by Repub-
licans who voted against
the final tax bill, like
House Appropriations
Committee Chairman
Rodney Frelinghuysen,
who represents New Jer-
sey’s 11th congressional
district. He cited the de-
ductions cap in explaining
his “no” vote. 

Frelinghuysen’s poten-
tial general election oppo-
nent, Democrat Mikie
Sherrill, said the congress-
man’s overall support for
Ryan and the GOP agenda
still makes him “compli-
cit” in the tax legislation. 

In California, Demo-
cratic House challenger
Gil Cisneros plans to ham-
mer Rep. Ed Royce for
backing the bill. Cisneros
acknowledges many filers
will benefit from expand-
ed standard deductions
and a more generous child
tax credit, but said the
other changes will offset
much of that. 

“You can’t buy votes
with a few bucks in a
paycheck,” Cisneros says. 

Democrats beyond the
higher-income, high-tax
suburbs are bullish as
well, leaning on more
populist arguments values

and priorities, like the
prospect that the tax cuts
will increase the national
debt. 

“You can’t have these
kinds of cuts and keep the
services that people ex-
pect,” says Democrat Jim
Ward, a Kansas state
legislative leader who is
running for governor.
Republican-run Kansas,
Ward says, is the perfect
example for the potential
fallout given the state’s
experience since Gov.
Sam Brownback’s sweep-
ing tax cuts after he took
office in 2011. 

Brownback, an acolyte
of supply side economics,
promised an economic
boom once Kansas
slashed corporate taxes
and eliminated the top
marginal personal income
tax rate. What followed
was a cratering in state
revenues, followed by cuts
to education and other
services, along with in-
creased debt and a lower
state credit rating. 

Unlike states, the feder-
al government can borrow
for operating costs to
avoid the steepest imme-
diate cuts even if Repub-
lican promises of revenue
growth don’t materialize.
But Ward points to Repub-
licans’ long-term propos-
als to overhaul popular
but expensive programs
like Social Security and
Medicare. 

“Day after day, services
Kansans had taken for
granted were shown not
to be available,” Ward
recalls. “The same thing
can happen from Wash-
ington over the long
term.” 

Of course, Democrats
won’t have the campaign
megaphone to themselves.
Ten Senate Democrats
must run for re-election
next year in states Trump
won. Missouri Attorney
General Josh Hawley, one
of Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell’s top
recruits, is challenging
incumbent Claire McCas-
kill, who joined 47 other
Senate Democrats in uni-
fied opposition to the tax
bill. 

In Hawley’s campaign,
the senator is now known
as “Claire McTaxall,”
complete with a website:
clairemctaxall.com. 

SUSAN WALSH AP

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California, left, standing with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer of New
York, speaks at a news conference Wednesday on Capitol Hill in Washington. Democratic candidates in the 2018
midterms plan to argue that the legislation favors the wealthy and breaks President Donald Trump and Republicans’
promises to the middle class.

Dems aim to turn
tax plan into cudgel
in 2018 midterms

BY BILL BARROW 

Associated Press

happened before or what
our history has been,”
said Merrill, a Republican.

Still unclear is what role
voting restrictions, in-
cluding voter ID, are play-
ing on turnout here and
elsewhere. Exit polls are
preliminary, but the ones
available in Alabama
suggest the share of
blacks who cast ballots –
roughly 41 percent of the
African-Americans voters
– exceeding the 35 or so
percent of whites who
turned out. The divide
likely reflects a robust
black turnout and modest
participation from whites
who were unenthusiastic
about Moore, whose al-
ready controversial candi-
dacy was dogged by accu-
sations of sexual mis-
conduct.

One recent academic
study concluded that the
historic turnout gap be-
tween white and minority
voters increased sharply –
as much as fivefold – in
states with the strictest
voter ID laws, producing a
“clear partisan distortion”
favoring Republicans.

In Texas, where federal
courts have invalidated
parts of one of the na-
tion’s toughest ID laws, a
detailed analysis conclud-
ed that 3.6 percent of
white registered voters in
Texas lacked any legally
acceptable ID – and 5.7
percent of Hispanic vot-
ers, and 7.5 percent of
African-Americans. But
among more likely voters
who cast ballots in the
2010 and 2012 elections,
only 1.4 percent lacked a
valid ID. An estimated
600,000 registered vot-
ers lacked a photo ID that
qualified them to vote
under the law.

Still other studies in
Texas and Wisconsin
concluded that confusion
over voter ID laws meant
that more people who
actually had valid IDs but
believed they did not
stayed home on Election
Day than did voters who
actually lacked identifica-
tion.

The Wisconsin study
suggested it was mathe-
matically possible –
though far from certain –
that the number of voters
who stayed home in the
2016 general election
exceeded Donald Trump’s
22,748-vote margin of
victory there. Some critics
of voter restrictions took
that as proof of the impact
of such laws, but among
scholars, caution is more
the rule.

“It depends on where,
and it depends on who,”
said Justin Levitt, a pro-
fessor at Loyola Law
School in Los Angeles who

also oversaw voting-rights
issues in the Obama ad-
ministration Justice De-
partment. “There are real,
live instances where posi-
tions are taken to keep
eligible people from show-
ing up at the polls or to
make it needlessly harder
to vote. But it’s not na-
tionwide, and it’s not all
the time.”

Benard Simelton, presi-
dent of the Alabama
branch of the NAACP,
said he believed that the
voter ID law had led some
people, many of them
poor, to stop trying to
participate in elections at
all.

“As long as that’s a
requirement, what are
people to do if they
haven’t been able to ob-
tain the required voter
ID?” Simelton said. “My
gut tells me that people
who don’t have it have
given up.”

Some voting rights ad-

vocates stress that the
relevant measure should
be whether people were
unable to vote, not wheth-
er particular policies de-
termined the outcome of
the election.

“Voter suppression
might not be attributable
in every instance to
changing an election out-
come, but it’s significant
to people who have bar-
riers in front of them at
the ballot box,” said Myr-
na Pérez, deputy director
of the democracy program
at the Brennan Center for
Justice at the New York
University School of Law.
She added: “The country
is going to be poorer if we
only care about voter
suppression when it af-
fects the outcome.”

The outcome, however,
is increasingly the stan-
dard by which voting-
rights cases are decided.
The Supreme Court’s
Shelby County v. Holder

decision, which dramat-
ically scaled back the
Voting Rights Act, re-
lieved scores of states and
local governments with a
history of bias from the
need to prove that new
election rules did not
discriminate. Since 2013,
the burden of proving
discrimination – and the
cost of detecting and liti-
gating it – has been shifted
to minority voters and the
groups that represent
them.

To many, that’s a stan-
dard that rankles.

“I do think that very
committed, focused peo-
ple will find a way” to cast
ballots, said Brown, co-
founder of the Black Vot-
ers Matter Fund. “But is
that fair? If you put a rock
on my foot and I beat you
in the race, that still
doesn’t make it OK that
you put a rock on my
foot.”
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President Donald
Trump is likely to face a
challenge from an inde-
pendent candidate, and
possibly a fellow Repub-

lican, if he runs for a sec-
ond term, as voters thirst
for a more centrist al-
ternative, Sen. Jeff Flake
said Sunday.

“If the president is run-
ning for re-election, if he
continues on the path that
he’s on, that’s gonna leave

a huge swath of voters
looking for something
else,” said the Arizona
Republican, who plans to
leave the Senate at the
end of 2018.

Flake, who’s emerged
as one of the president’s
most vocal critics in the
party and has drawn sharp
criticism from Trump as a
result, demurred when
asked if he might mount
one himself.

“I don’t rule anything
out, but it’s not in my
plans” to run in 2020, he
said on ABC’s “This

Week” He said he was
concerned that if Demo-
crats fielded a candidate
from the party’s left wing,
such as Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders or Mas-
sachusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, many Americans
would be turned off by
both sides.

Republicans, Flake said,
risk becoming margin-
alized: “When you look at
some of the audiences
cheering for Republicans
sometimes you look out
there and you say, ‘Those
are the spasms of a dying

party.’ ”
“We’re appealing to

older white men, and
there are just a limited
number of them, and
anger and resentment are
not a governing philoso-
phy,” Flake said.

Trump has tweeted in
the past that Flake isn’t
running for re-election
because he “had zero
chance of being elected”
and has nicknamed his
nemesis “Sen. Jeff Flake
(y).”

In a Twitter message on
Sunday before Flake’s

comments were aired,
Trump suggested his own
support is underreported,
despite opinion polls
showing his job approval
below 40 percent.

“The Fake News refuses
to talk about how Big and
how Strong our BASE is.
They show Fake Polls just
like they report Fake
News,” Trump tweeted,
minutes before addressing
U.S. troops in a pre-
Christmas video confer-
ence call from his club in
Palm Beach, Florida.

Trump risks primary
challenge from GOP
centrist, Flake says

BY ROBERT SCHMIDT

Bloomberg

For months, efforts to
discredit special counsel
Robert Mueller III’s in-
vestigation into Russian
meddling in the 2016
campaign flickered at the
fringes of political debate.

Now, the allegation that
FBI and Justice Depart-
ment officials are part of a
broad conspiracy against
President Donald Trump
is suddenly center stage,
amplified by conservative
activists, GOP lawmakers,
right-leaning media and
the president himself. The
clamor has become a
sustained backdrop to the
special counsel investiga-
tion, with congressional
committees grilling a
parade of law enforce-
ment officials in recent
days.

“Until recently, it has
been a lonely battle,” said
Tom Fitton, whose con-
servative watchdog group
Judicial Watch has helped
drive the charges by un-
earthing internal Justice
Department documents.
“Our concerns about
Mueller are beginning to
take hold.”

The partisan atmos-
phere is a sharp departure
from near-universal sup-
port that greeted Muell-
er’s selection as special
counsel in May - and
threatens to shadow his
investigation’s eventual
findings. Trump, while
vowing to cooperate with
the special counsel, has
also encouraged attacks
on Mueller’s credibility,
tweeting that the investi-
gation is “the greatest
Witch Hunt in U.S. politi-
cal history.”

The controversy, perco-
lating for months, escalat-
ed dramatically in early
December with the revela-
tion of text messages in
which one of Mueller’s
former top investigators,
Peter Strzok, called
Trump an “idiot” last year
and predicted Democratic
candidate Hillary Clinton
would win the election in
a landslide.

As the deputy head of
counterintelligence at the
FBI, Strzok played a crit-
ical role in both the Clin-
ton email investigation
last year and the Russia
probe before he was re-
moved by Mueller this
summer.

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-
Ohio, who met with Fitton
earlier this year and has
for months alleged that
the FBI was working
against Trump’s election,
said in an interview that
many of his Republican
colleagues now share his
view that there has been
an orchestrated effort
against Trump.

“I’ve had all kinds of
Republicans come up to
me and say, ‘This is un-
believable, it looks like the
FBI was trying to put its

finger on the scale here,’ “
Jordan said.

Among current and
former law enforcement
officials, the public attacks
on the FBI are seen as an
indirect way of trying to
discredit Mueller and
blunt future findings he
may issue, a view shared
by many Democratic law-
makers.

“There is a concerted
push from the White
House ... and their allies
to bring the investigations
to a halt,” Rep. Adam B.
Schiff, the top Democrat
on the House Intelligence
Committee, said in an
interview. “They are also
trying to attack Mueller’s
credibility and the cred-
ibility of the FBI, so that
whatever Mueller finds
can be rejected ... as a
fake.”

“The White House
would like to have the
best of both worlds,” he
added. “They make the
public case that they are
cooperating, while their
allies do the dirty work.”

In response, Ty Cobb,
the White House lawyer
overseeing the response to
the Russia investigation,
said in a statement that
“the President respects
the Special Counsel and
his process and will con-
tinue to fully cooperate
with the Special Counsel.”

A spokesman for Muell-
er declined to comment.

Some of the key players
in the campaign against
the special counsel probe
are veterans of politically
charged investigations,
having helped drive at-
tacks against the Clintons
in the 1990s and during
last year’s presidential
campaign.

One leading critic is
David Bossie, a former
Trump deputy campaign
manager. He was a con-
gressional investigator
who examined President
Bill Clinton’s campaign
finances in the late 1990s
and currently leads Citi-
zens United, a conserva-
tive advocacy group that
produced movies critical
of Hillary Clinton and
other Democrats.

Bossie now makes fre-
quent appearances on Fox
News and other conserva-
tive media outlets, argu-
ing that the special coun-
sel is being used to try to

delegitimize Trump. He
said it is crucial to make a
sustained fight against the
probe.

“It is not that I wake up
and say, ‘How do I match
the Clinton playbook?’ “
Bossie said. “I just have
the experience of under-
standing the rapid-re-
sponse aspect of messa-
ging. You have to be out
there with a counter, set-
the-facts-straight message
or highlight what the
problems are very quickly,
or these things get away
from you.”

He argues there is no
evidence that the Trump
campaign colluded with
Russia.

“I’m not against Muell-
er; I’m against the concept
of an investigation as a
red herring,” he said.

Fitton’s Judicial Watch
group, too, has a long
history of investigating
the Clintons, having filed
numerous lawsuits against
the administration of
President Bill Clinton.
During the 2016 cam-
paign, the organization
obtained thousands of
emails written by Hillary
Clinton when she was
secretary of state.

This year, Judicial
Watch has helped stoke
the attacks against the
Mueller probe with mate-
rial it obtained through
lawsuits and Freedom of
Information Act requests.
The nonprofit group,
which has a $35 million
budget and 50 employees,
does not release the
names of its roughly
500,000 donors, Fitton
said.

Fitton has frequently
gone on Fox News, con-
servative websites and
Twitter to report his find-
ings. On Dec. 2, after
Fitton tweeted that Trump
“needs to clean house at
FBI/DOJ,” Trump ret-
weeted another user’s
summary of Fitton’s state-
ment.

In one email obtained
through a Judicial Watch
lawsuit, Andrew Weiss-
mann, a senior lawyer
working for Mueller,
wrote in January that he
was “so proud” of then-
acting attorney general
Sally Yates’ decision to
defy Trump’s executive
order banning travel by
certain immigrants. The

FOIA request was filed in
May and was received in
the fall, Fitton said. Other
requests have taken long-
er or been rejected all
together, he said.

Judicial Watch also
obtained emails regarding
FBI Deputy Director An-
drew McCabe that the
group says shows he was
involved in helping his
wife, Jill, run as a Demo-
cratic candidate for a state
Senate seat in Virginia.

McCabe was told in one
email that then-Director
James Comey had “no
issue” with McCabe’s wife
seeking the seat. Another
document said Clinton
attended a June 2015
fundraiser for Virginia
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s
political action commit-
tee, which in turn gave
nearly $500,000 to Jill
McCabe for her state
Senate bid.

Republicans have also
raised questions about the
FBI’s handling of a dossier
produced by Christopher
Steele, a former British
spy who was hired by a
research firm called Fu-
sion GPS to investigate
Trump’s ties to Russia.
Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee investigators on
Thursday interviewed
Bruce Ohr, a Justice De-
partment official whose
wife, Nellie, worked for
Fusion GPS in 2016.

In a recent court filing,
Fusion GPS said it was
being targeted by congres-
sional committees “coor-
dinating with the Presi-
dent (and) his personal
lawyers ... to misdirect
attention to Fusion ... due
to their perceived role in
exposing the ties between
the Trump campaign and
the Russians.”

Jay Sekulow, one of
Trump’s outside attor-
neys, has called for a sec-
ond special counsel to be
appointed to investigate
the Fusion GPS matter.
He said in an interview
that his proposal “is in no
way related to Robert
Mueller,” with whom he
said he has “a profession-
al and cooperative rela-
tionship.”

The pressure on Muell-
er’s team has increased as
prosecutors unveiled
charges this fall against
four former Trump ad-
visers.

Less than two weeks
after former national
security adviser Michael
Flynn pleaded guilty to
lying to the FBI, the Jus-
tice Department disclosed
anti-Trump and pro-Clin-
ton texts that Strzok ex-
changed with another
senior FBI official, Lisa
Page, while they were
having an affair and over-
seeing sensitive political
investigations of those
candidates.

The texts were uncov-
ered in July by the Justice
Department’s inspector
general, which has been
investigating FBI deci-
sion-making during the
probe into Hillary Clin-
ton’s use of a private
email server when she
was secretary of state.

When the IG warned
Mueller in the summer
about what the probe had

found, Mueller immedi-
ately removed Strzok from
his team. Strzok was reas-
signed to a job in the FBI’s
human resources division.

Page had also worked
on the Mueller team, but
left two weeks earlier for
what officials said were
unrelated reasons.

The Washington Post
has reported that in a
2015 text, Strzok said that
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.,
who sought the Democrat-
ic nomination against
Clinton, was “an idiot like
Trump. Figure they cancel
each other out.’’ In 2016
texts, Strzok wrote, “God,
Hillary should win
100,000,000-0” and
that he was “worried
about what happens if
(Clinton) is elected.”

Former colleagues de-
fended him, saying
Strzok’s personal opinions
had no impact on how he
conducted investigations.

“To think Pete could
not do his job objectively
shows no understanding
of the organization,” said
Michael Steinbach, former
executive assistant direc-
tor of the FBI’s National
Security Branch, adding:
“We have Democrats, we
have Republicans, we
have conservatives and
liberals. ... Having person-
al views doesn’t prevent
us from independently
following the facts.”

But as news of Strzok’s
text messages spread,
Trump jumped on the
story, tweeting: “Report:
‘ANTI-TRUMP FBI
AGENT LED CLINTON
EMAIL PROBE’ Now it all
starts to make sense!”

Republicans in Con-
gress took the cue, seizing
upon the texts to attack
the credibility of the FBI
and the Mueller investiga-
tion.

“The senior levels of the
FBI have been infected
with an intractable bias
that seemed to favor Hill-
ary Clinton and work
against President Donald
Trump,” said Rep. Matt
Gaetz of Florida on Fox
News on Wednesday,
adding, “It’s time for Bob
Mueller to put up or shut
up: If there’s evidence of
collusion, let’s see it.”

The calls for Mueller’s
ouster are strongest in the
House, where a group of
Republicans have been
calling for the special
counsel to resign.

House Speaker Paul D.
Ryan has said Mueller’s
investigation should pro-
ceed without interference.
But he has allowed several
committee investigations
that are calling into ques-
tion the integrity of the
probe.

“The House has a con-
stitutional obligation to
exercise congressional
oversight, and the speaker
is supportive of our com-
mittee chairmen carrying
out their work,” said Ryan
spokeswoman AshLee
Strong.

In recent days, for ex-
ample, three House com-
mittees grilled McCabe
over his participation in
the FBI’s Russia investiga-
tion and his role in the
FBI examination into
Clinton’s use of a private

email server.
Democrats called it a

thinly veiled attempt to
weaken McCabe and slow
down Mueller’s probe.
McCabe plans to retire in
a few months when he
becomes fully eligible for
pension benefits, people
familiar with the matter
told The Post.

“Those people should
be investigating the real
crime, which is Russia’s
interference in our de-
mocracy, and instead
they’re being hauled be-
fore a six-hour series of
interviews,” said Rep.
Raja Krishnamoorthi,
D-Ill.

At the House Intelli-
gence Committee, Rep.
Devin Nunes, R-Calif.,
and a small group of Re-
publican lawmakers are
discussing writing a report
next year that would high-
light alleged “corruption”
at the FBI, according to
people familiar with the
plans. Such a report would
focus on information
about the conduct of FBI
officials in the course of
the Russia investigation,
those people said.

On the Senate side, one
of the loudest voices has
been Republican Charles
Grassley of Iowa, who
chairs the Judiciary Com-
mittee and has raised
questions about the im-
partiality of Mueller’s
probe.

He has called for
McCabe to be fired and
shown a willingness to dig
into Mueller’s past tenure
as FBI director, complain-
ing Thursday that the FBI
and DOJ have been too
slow to rout out people
peddling “political influ-
ence.”

Grassley has also called
for a second special coun-
sel to look at decisions the
FBI and DOJ made at the
time that the Obama ad-
ministration approved a
uranium deal giving Rus-
sia a significant stake in
the U.S. market. The in-
quiry would bring de facto
scrutiny on Mueller, who
was FBI director at the
time.

Grassley said that his
staff is in touch with
Nunes’ staff, though he
would not specify exactly
what elements of their
committees’ parallel in-
quiries they were commu-
nicating about.

“I wouldn’t want to say
there’s coordination,”
Grassley said. “There’s
communication.”

He insisted that he was
not aiming to discredit
Mueller, adding that he
has “got confidence
(Mueller)’s going to be
able to do what he’s do-
ing.”

Trump, meanwhile, has
continued to urge on the
questions. This month, he
tweeted that after the
FBI’s “phony and dis-
honest Clinton investiga-
tion (and more) ... its
reputation is in Tatters -
worst in History! But fear
not, we will bring it back
to greatness.”

The Washington Post’s
Tom Hamburger and Alice
Crites contributed to this
report.

LINDA DAVIDSON Washington Post

Tom Fitton, president of the conservative watchdog
group Judicial Watch, said “our concerns about (special
counsel Robert) Mueller are beginning to take hold.” 

How campaign against
probe has taken hold
BY MICHAEL KRANISH,
DEVLIN BARRETT AND
KAROUN DEMIRJIAN

Washington Post
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North Korea said sanc-
tions imposed by the Unit-
ed Nations last week are
an “act of war” and has
vowed to bolster its nucle-
ar force in an outright
rejection of the resolution.

“We define this ‘sanc-
tions resolution’ rigged by
the U.S. and its followers
as a grave infringement
upon the sovereignty of
our Republic and as an act
of war violating peace and
stability in the Korean
Peninsula and the region,”
North Korea’s foreign
ministry said in a state-

ment on state media Sun-
day.

The U.N. Security
Council voted unanimous-
ly Friday to impose new
sanctions on North Korea
over its missile tests. It
was the third time this
year that the council had
placed sanctions on North
Korea, this time further

squeezing its oil imports
and demanding that other
countries repatriate North
Korean guest workers
within two years.

The sanctions are the
latest effort to get the
regime of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un to
negotiate and eventually
abandon development of

nuclear weapons. The
previous round of sanc-
tions, imposed in mid-
September, was followed
by more than two months
of calm. That was shat-
tered by a Nov. 29 test of
what Pyongyang called its
most powerful interconti-
nental missile ever.

Nikki Haley, the U.S.
ambassador to the United
Nations, told the Security
Council that the most
recent test was “another
attempt by the Kim re-
gime to masquerade as a
great power while their
people starve and their
soldiers defect.”

North Korea has said
the latest sanctions are
tantamount to a complete
economic blockade, ac-
cording to Reuters.

“We will further consol-
idate our self-defensive
nuclear deterrence aimed
at fundamentally eradicat-
ing the U.S. nuclear
threats, blackmail and
hostile moves by estab-
lishing the practical bal-
ance of force with the
U.S.,” North Korea’s for-
eign ministry said Sunday.

N. Korea declares latest
sanctions ‘an act of war’
BY AMY B WANG 
AND CAROL MORELLO

Washington Post

Christmas stories, in the
form of a Maltese hedge
fund. It invested millions
of euros for an eleventh-
hour production of
1,575,000 cakes. The
committed employees,
working without pay, took
to the internet and started
a social media campaign
that would make Tiny Tim
proud.

“Eat a pandoro, save a
job,” Melegatti supporters
wrote, using SaveMelegat-
ti and WeAreMelegatti
hashtags to urge their
fellow Italians to buy a
cake that for them was as
good as gold.

The apparently organic
marketing campaign
worked better than a cor-
porate idea in 2015, which
had resulted in a backlash
for encouraging custom-
ers to “love thy neighbor

as you would love thyself.
As long as he or she is hot
and of the opposite sex.”
This time, pandoro lovers
around the country re-
sponded with patriotic
zeal, making a run on the
traditional blue cardboard
gift boxes and staving off
layoffs. Labor activists,
politicians and others
jumped on the bandwa-
gon.

Cécile Kyenge, a former
government minister,
wrote in support of the
workers on Twitter, call-
ing the situation a “Christ-
mas fable with a happy
ending.”

Luca Quagini, a man-
agement consultant that
the hedge fund has
brought in to run the com-
pany in its crisis period,
struck a more cautionary
tone. “So this Christmas

VERONA, ITALY 

Elena Galeotto, a long-
time employee of Mele-
gatti, Italy’s original pro-
ducer of traditional pan-
doro Christmas cakes,
scooped this season’s final
mound of dough from the
conveyor belt, rounded it
and dropped it into a
deep, star-shaped cast.

“That’s the last one,”
Galeotto said. “I hope it’s
not the last one.”

That there are still any
loaves on the factory floor
at all – or, for that matter,
laborers – has made for
what the Italian press has
christened a “Christmas
miracle.” Amid tough
economic times and the
bankruptcy of other iconic
Italian brands, most re-
cently hat maker Borsali-
no, the Melegatti saga is
being greeted as a fable.

In the months before
Christmas, workers were
striking for their unpaid
wages. The heirs of the
company founder, Do-
menico Melegatti, who
patented the “golden
bread” in 1894, seemed to
be running the place into
the ground and feuding so
bitterly that workers com-
pared them to fair Vero-
na’s Montagues and Ca-
pulets.

With production halted,
Motta, Alemagna and
other Milanese heavies
started cornering the
Christmas cake market
with candied-fruit-filled
Panettone cakes.

Then, salvation came,
as is so often the case in

miracle is a miracle, but
it’s peanuts,” he said.

Sitting near what he
called the “situation
room,” littered with bind-
ers and suited consultants
and a devoured pandoro,
Quagini explained that
Monday’s final batch of
5,000 cakes was intended
to make sure Veronese
customers were not left
out in the national buying
spree. As for November’s
1.5 million cakes, he said
they had helped Melagatti
maintain presence on the
Italian market, which was
crucial because of the
spike in demand.

But supermarkets, he
said, were playing the role
of Scrooge.

They had already count-
ed Melegatti out when
they made their Christmas
plans, and to move in-

ventory as the holiday
approached cut the cost of
competitors’ cakes, which
in the past have some-
times been sold for less
than a loaf of bread. Be-
cause of the strict param-
eters of their court-ap-
proved restructuring plan
to repay about 30 million
euros in debt to workers
and suppliers, Melagatti
had less pricing flexibility.

And Easter looms. Pro-
duction of the dove-
shaped cakes known as
colombas will need to
start in days if they are
going to hit the sweet spot
of the Easter market.

“Let’s hope there will
be Easter,” Galeotto said.
“From what we hear,
there will be.”

On Oct. 14, 1894, Do-
menico Melegatti patent-
ed his recipe and pandoro,
as it is now universally
known in Italy, was born.
Depending on whom you
ask, pandoro goes back to
ancient Rome or the Mid-
dle Ages or the doge of
Venice’s Palace. Melegatti
built an empire off the
cake, and it conquered
Italy, though it never quite
went global.

Efforts to crack the U.S.
market, said Matteo Pera-
ro, 36, a union repre-
sentative and, since 2004,
one of Melegatti’s master
bakers, hit a snag when
the cake’s powdered sugar
set off alarm bells during
the anthrax scare.

Around Verona, there
were hardly any blue
Melegatti boxes in the
storefronts. Instead, Bauli,
the crosstown rival with
recognizable pink pandoro
boxes, sponsored the

Christmas trees in the
city’s famous piazzas.

And at Dolce Locanda,
the bakery of celebrated
chef Giancarlo Perbellini,
the sophisticated staff
sneezed at the mass-pro-
duced cakes. Their cakes
used Belgian butter, glis-
tened yellow from the
finest eggs, and were
hand mixed. They also
cost at least three times as
much.

“It’s artisanal,” said
Moreno Pelligrini, who
put birthday candles for a
diner’s birthday in pieces
of Perbellini pandoros at
one of the chef’s associ-
ated restaurants, Locanda
4 Cuochi.

The workers of Mele-
gatti had enough prob-
lems without worrying
about foodie snobbery. As
a machine poured 610
kilos of pale pandoro bat-
ter from an enormous
aluminum bowl, Peraro,
the union representative,
said, “It’s a shame we can
only make so few.”

He started working here
to pay for college, then
stayed on to support his
family. He spoke with a
sense of awe about the
days when the factory
floor had more than
1,000 workers, and a
constant flow of cakes
marched on the conveyor
belts. But as he explained
how the different ma-
chines and robots work
today, he hinted at a
much more systemic
threat to the hundreds of
endangered Melegatti
workers.

“There weren’t these
machines,” he said.

But that is a problem for
a future Christmas. These
days, the company is en-
joying a blizzard of in-
terest. In the lobby, where
decades-old Melegatti
television commercials
played on a loop (they
featured scantily clad
Native Americans or prim-
itive-seeming Africans, all
enraptured by pandoro)
the secretary was busy
referring inquiring cus-
tomers to the on-site shop.

The shop, painted in the
company’s yellow and
blue colors, was mobbed
with locals loading up on
boxes full of pandoro
cakes. Less desired mod-
els – chocolate chip, li-
moncello – were left on
the emptied shelves. Be-
hind the workers, racks
full of deformed cakes
labeled imperfect slumped
in clear plastic bags. They
were sold without the blue
boxes.

As night fell in the park-
ing lot, families loaded up
their trunks and kids, with
their arms full, balanced
the cakes on their fore-
arms.

Cristina Borghese, 42,
filled her trunk with a
half-dozen pandoros for
relatives. She saw the
social media campaign,
she said, and wanted to do
her part to make sure the
workers had a merry
Christmas. “It’s a good
brand,” she said. “I want-
ed to give a hand.”

Pandoro bakers create Italy’s Christmas miracle

BY JASON HOROWITZ

New York Times 

SUSAN WRIGHT NYT

Elena Galeotto and Lyle Minh, workers at Melegatti put dough into traditional pandoro moulds Dec. 19 in Verona, Italy. Workers at Melegatti have
staved off layoffs by urging Italians to eat pandoro. 

SUSAN WRIGHT NYT

The last batch of pandoro dough is prepared Dec. 19 at Melegatti, Italy’s original
producer of traditional pandoro Christmas cake in Verona, Italy.
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A roadside bomb killed
seven civilians on Sunday
in Afghanistan’s southern
Helmand province, offi-
cials said. 

Haji Salam Khan, a
provincial council mem-
ber, said the blast killed
seven civilians and
wounded three others.
Omar Zwak, spokesman
for the provincial gover-
nor, confirmed the attack
but did not provide a toll. 

No one immediately
claimed responsibility. 

The Taliban have a
strong and growing pres-
ence in the area. 

Elsewhere in Afghan-
istan, a mortar struck a
market in the eastern
Logar province, killing
three civilians.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Roadside bomb
kills 7 civilians in
Afghanistan

Venezuelan officials
released dozens of prison-
ers accused of inciting
violence against the gov-
ernment during street
protests, a human rights
organization said Sunday. 

Alfredo Romero, direc-
tor of Foro Penal, said that
36 prisoners were released
over the weekend, but he
remained critical of the
government’s tactics. 

“Better yet, instead of
releasing a few, free
everyone and don’t in-
carcerate anymore,” Rom-
ero said on Twitter. 

Among the first prison-
ers to walk free was Alfre-
do Ramos, the former
mayor of the northern
town of Iribarren.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rights group says
Venezuela frees
36 prisoners

The wife and mother of
an Indian naval officer
facing the death penalty for
espionage in Pakistan will
arrive for a rare meeting
with him in the country’s
capital, despite lingering
tensions between the two
nuclear-armed neighbors, a
foreign ministry spokes-
man said Sunday.

Mohammad Faisal said
India informed Islamabad
about the visit on Sat-
urday. He added that the
two women will fly to
Islamabad on Monday to
meet with Kulbhushan
Jadhav, who was arrested
in March 2016 by Paki-
stani officials after he
entered the country from
neighboring Iran. Jadhav
will be brought to the
ministry for the meeting.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Family of
detained Indian
‘spy’ to visit him

South Sudan’s armed
opposition on Sunday
accused government
troops of violating a
cease-fire just hours after
it came into effect. 

A statement by opposi-
tion spokesman Lam Paul
Gabriel said government
troops have been “bom-
barding” opposition posi-
tions in Yei county and
launched an attack in Koch
county Sunday morning
that opposition forces “re-
pulsed.”

Gabriel said govern-
ment troops also were en
route to launch another
attack in the Wau area. 

These are the first re-
ported violations of the
cease-fire that went into
effect just after midnight.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rebels: S. Sudan
troops violated
cease-fire pact

MOSCOW

Hundreds of supporters
of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny
nominated him for presi-
dent Sunday, allowing
Navalny to file the en-
dorsement papers re-
quired for his candidacy
and putting pressure on
the Kremlin to allow him
to run. 

Navalny, the most for-
midable foe President
Vladimir Putin has faced
during 18 years in power,
is prohibited from seeking
political office because of
a criminal conviction that
is largely viewed as retri-
bution. However, he could
enter the race, if he gets
special dispensation or the
conviction is thrown out. 

About 800 Navalny
supporters assembled in a
giant tent for the formal
endorsement meeting
held in Moscow’s snow-
covered Silver Forest. His
allies said multiple meet-
ing venues refused to host
the gathering. 

Ivan Zhdanov, who
chaired the meeting,
joked that the riverside
event ended up being
convened at a place where
the address is “Silver
Forest, Beach Number 3.” 

“Has everyone got their
swimming trunks?” Zhda-
nov asked the partici-
pants. 

Election authorities
observed the endorsement
process. Navalny and his
legal advisers submitted
the nomination papers
with the Russian Election
Commission on Sunday
evening. 

Outdoor endorsement
gatherings also took place
in 19 other cities, from
Vladivostok to St. Peters-
burg. 

In Moscow, the process
was delayed because the
printer being used to gen-
erate the paperwork
stopped working in the
cold woods. While Naval-
ny’s staff tried to fix the
machine, several hundred
people gathered on a
central Moscow square to
demonstrate support for
his nomination. 

Biologist Svetlana Soro-
kina, 41, said it was im-
portant to show the Krem-
lin “there are many people
like us.” 

Nearby, police officers
warned the crowd through
loudspeakers they were
breaking the law and
threatened to disperse the
rally. Sorokina said she
was “a little bit scared.” 

“I understand the dan-
ger. But I got prepared. I
told my parents,” she said.
“They expect me to call
and say everything is
OK.” 

For Tatyana Komen-
dant, 65, whether Navalny

would make a good presi-
dent or not was second-
ary. What mattered was
getting the Kremlin to
allow an open race in
which anyone interested
who met the eligibility
requirements would be
allowed to run, she said. 

“Any alternative is
good. It would be better if
Putin was to be replaced
by anyone,” Komendant
said. 

Russian law requires
candidates to submit en-
dorsements from just 500
people before they may
start collecting the 1 mil-
lion signatures needed to
appear on the ballot. Pu-
tin’s representatives are
expected to file his nomi-
nation papers on Tuesday. 

Election officials were
expected to accept Naval-
ny’s paperwork, but it’s
highly unlikely they will
allow him to proceed to
the signature-gathering
stage. 

Polling agencies show
Putin all but certain to win
the March election. Polls
show him with an 80
percent approval rating
among Russian citizens.
But Navalny has managed
to galvanize some of the
vast country’s sleepiest
regions with a yearlong
grass-roots campaign. 

“We have seen for our-
selves this year that over-
whelming support for
authorities simply isn’t
there,” Navalny said dur-
ing an American-style
campaign speech at the
nomination meeting,
where he was flanked by
his wife and children. 

He reiterated he was
confident he would win
the presidential election if
he were allowed to run.
He called on his support-
ers to boycott the vote, if
election authorities refuse
to register him. 

A lawyer by training,
Navalny came to public
prominence in 2009,
when he began publishing
investigations of corrup-
tion at Russia’s biggest
state-controlled compa-
nies. He spearheaded
massive anti-government
protests in 2011-2012 in
reaction to widespread
fraud during the parlia-
mentary election. 

Navalny came under
pressure from authorities
as he gained popularity.
He faced countless deten-
tions and jailings for stag-
ing protests and spent
months under house ar-
rest while being investi-
gated for fraud. He was
convicted on two sets of
unrelated fraud charges.
His brother was sent to
prison in what was seen as
political revenge. 

He ran in Moscow’s
2013 mayoral election and
received nearly 30 percent
of the vote. 

DENIS TYRIN AP

Russian opposition activist Ilya Yashin, center, greets
people gathered at a park Sunday in Moscow.

Putin foe clears
first step in bid for
Russian presidency

BY NATALIYA VASILYEVA

Associated Press

KATHMANDU, NEPAL 

The traffic in the Kath-
mandu Valley is typical of
south Asian cities, with
roads clogged with cars,
motorcycles weaving past
buses, dust filling the air.

But there is one impor-
tant difference in Nepal’s
capital: It’s quiet.

In April, Kathmandu’s
traffic police introduced
fines to stop unnecessary
honking, restricting the
usage of car horns to
emergencies or for driving
around sharp curves in the
road. Within weeks, the
soundscape of Kathmandu
was transformed from
piercing horns to some-
thing more akin to silence.

“In all of south Asia,
this is one of the most
successful initiatives by
the traffic police,” said
Madhu Sudan Silwal, a
senior police officer who
has spent most of his life
ushering traffic on Kath-
mandu’s roads. “This is
our pride.” 

For many who live in
Asia, to drive without
honking seems an impos-
sible feat. How else can
you express frustration to
fellow drivers in rush-hour
traffic jams or hurry a
jaywalking pedestrian out

of your way without shift-
ing your foot from acceler-
ator to brake? 

Kathmandu’s horn ban
is a public-policy triumph
in a country that over the
past two decades has
experienced a royal mas-
sacre, a civil war and fre-
quent changes of govern-
ment. What makes it even
more remarkable is that
almost none of the city’s
traffic lights work; in-
stead, 1,300 uniformed
traffic police choreograph
traffic with a flourish of
hand signals.

Mingmar Lama, who
was chief of traffic police
when the horn ban was
introduced, said that the
rule was instituted to
reduce noise pollution and
because honking is an
“uncivilized” act.

“I wanted drivers in
Kathmandu Valley to be
civilized,” he said. “Now if
you blow the horn, people
will look at you, just like in
a developed country, as if
you were uncivilized.”

The ban was rolled out
in Kathmandu at the start
of Nepal’s new year in
April. It is now being test-
ed in smaller cities, and
soon, authorities hope, the
entire country will be
horn-free.

The small Himalayan
nation of Nepal, sand-
wiched between India and

China, rarely gets to brag
about its advancements,
as its neighbors zoom
ahead on various metrics,
sending satellites into
space or building glitter-
ing new cities and rail-
ways. The horn ban, traf-
fic police say, is a mark of
Nepali society’s sophisti-
cation. 

“Now all the foreigners
feel Nepal’s people are
good,” said Sarbendra
Khanal, Kathmandu’s
current traffic police chief. 

Khanal said the ban has
led to less noise pollution
and less speeding on roads
as drivers are more cau-
tious because they can’t
use their horns. 

Initially, traffic police
said, there was some re-
sistance to the ban. Some
accused the authorities of
using it as a moneymaking
scheme; others simply
found it too hard to shake
the habit of honking. Pub-
lic awareness campaigns
and fines of around $4.80
for honkers brought driv-
ers into line. For many
Nepali drivers, the fine is
significant – nearly a third
of a taxi driver’s daily
earnings. 

The transformation has
been impressive, said
Bhushan Tuladhar, chair-
man of the Kathmandu-
based Environment and
Public Health Organiza-

tion. “The streets are
more pleasant now,” he
said. “Using the horn was
just accepted before, even
though it was irritating to
everyone.”

The ban, Tuladhar said,
required little more than
good enforcement. And it
amounted to a huge be-
havioral change in the
city.

“Before, your hand just
automatically went to the
horn,” he said. “You
pressed the horn before
you hit the brakes.”

At first individually
incentivized with a 15
percent cut of the fines,
traffic police sprang into
action. Since the ban was
adopted, police have is-
sued 16,759 fines, al-
though the number issued
per month dropped from
3,722 in the first month to
1,422 in the most recent
Nepali calendar month.
(Nepal does not use the
Western calendar.)

The ban’s success has
prompted new enthusiasm
for other initiatives. Kha-
nal said the valley’s traffic
police also are working on
programs to fix Kath-
mandu’s streetlights,
ensure all school buses are
painted yellow, reduce
drunken driving and in-
troduce car-free zones in
the city. 

“When I brief traffic
officers,” he said, “I tell
them, ‘You are here to
serve the nation.’ This is
the most interesting, most
challenging job.”

Drivers say the roads
are safer and friendlier
without obnoxious honk-
ers. “It makes our job
fun,” said Krishna Ma-
nandhar, a taxi driver in
the city. “It was totally
different before.”

SARA HYLTON Bloomberg

Traffic moves along a road in Kathmandu, Nepal, where traffic police introduced fines to stop unnecessary honking.
The ban succeeded in changing behavior and making the city more pleasant to live in and visit.

Kathmandu silences
honking cars and
goes blissfully quiet

BY VIDHI DOSHI

Washington Post
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CAIRO

Supporters of Egypt’s
president announced on
Sunday that they have
collected more than 12
million signatures from
people urging him to run
for a second four-year
term, a mostly symbolic
gesture as there is little
doubt he will contest, and
win, next year’s elections. 

A general-turned-presi-
dent, Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi
has yet to formally an-
nounce his candidacy. He
has said he will make his
decision after gauging
popular reaction to a
“factsheet” of his achieve-
ments due to be publi-
cized next month. 

El-Sissi was elected in
2014, a year after leading
the military’s overthrow of
an elected but divisive
Islamist president, Mo-

hammed Morsi of the
now-outlawed Muslim
Brotherhood. The govern-
ment has since waged a
heavy crackdown on dis-
sent, jailing thousands of
people – mostly Islamists
but also many secular
pro-democracy activists. It
has also blocked hundreds
of websites, banned all
unauthorized demonstra-
tions and slapped a travel
ban on many rights cam-
paigners. 

With his win in the 2018
vote an almost foregone
conclusion, a large voter
turnout would take on
added significance, af-
firming el-Sissi’s candida-
cy as the people’s choice.
His likely opponents – the
list so far includes a prom-
inent rights activist, a
former prime minister and
an opposition politician
thrown out of parliament –
are not expected to pose a
serious challenge to him
securing a second term. 

Mohammed el-Garhy,
the chief coordinator of
the group that gathered
the signatures, told a news
conference Sunday that
“the supreme goal of our
campaign is to safeguard
the Egyptian state.” He
was alluding to the wide-
spread conviction among
el-Sissi’s supporters that
his policies since 2013
have protected Egypt from
the chaos and bloodshed
seen in fellow Arab coun-

tries like Libya, Yemen or
Syria. 

The group has carried
out a large-scale publicity
campaign, with giant
posters of the president
looming over some of
Cairo’s busiest roads. The
group is called “So You
Can Build It (Egypt),” a
play on the mega projects
that el-Sissi has undertak-
en since assuming office.
These include the expan-
sion of the Suez Canal, the

construction of new cities,
including a new adminis-
trative capital east of Cai-
ro, a network of roads and
low and middle-income
housing projects. 

El-Sissi has repeatedly
dismissed criticism that
these projects were ill-
timed, a misplacement of
scarce funds or too expen-
sive, arguing that they
provided jobs and contrib-
uted to overhauling the
country’s rickety infra-
structure at a time of an
economic meltdown
caused by the turmoil that
followed a 2011 popular
uprising. El-Sissi has also
introduced ambitious and
politically risky economic
reforms, including the
floatation of the Egyptian
currency, a VAT tax and a
reduction of subsidies on
fuel and utilities like elec-
tricity and water. 

El-Sissi’s 3 1/2 years in
office have also seen an
uptick in terror attacks by
Islamic militants battling
security forces in the
northern part of the Sinai
Peninsula. On Saturday,
el-Sissi repeated his vow
that his military would use
its “full range of violence”
against the militants. 

“We must, with God’s
help end terrorism there
(in Sinai),” he said Sat-
urday in a ceremony
marking the end of new
tunnels under the Suez
Canal to link mainland
Egypt to Sinai. 

Last month, militants in
Sinai killed more than
300 worshippers praying
at a mosque frequented by
Sufis, followers of a mysti-
cal school of Islam that
militants view as heretical.
The president later gave
the army and police a
three-month deadline to
“restore” security and
stability in Sinai. 

On Sunday, the Interior
Ministry said police
staged a pre-dawn raid on
a Nile delta farm used by
militants as a hideout,
killing nine of them when
they returned fire. Sep-
arately, it said police also
busted a cell of Brother-
hood-linked militants in
Cairo, the capital, arrest-
ing nine and seizing arms,
explosives and written
material linking members
of the cell to a July terror-
ist attack in the Greater
Cairo area. 

Egyptian president’s
backers say 12M want
him to run again

BY HAMZA HENDAWI

Associated Press

ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO AP

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah El-Sissi speaks during a
news conference Dec. 11 in Cairo. Supporters of El-Sissi
announced on Sunday that they have collected more
than 12 million signatures from people urging him to run
for a second four-year term.

DAVAO, PHILIPPINES

Philippine firefighters
recovered one body from
a burning shopping mall
Sunday and there was
“zero” chance of survival
for 36 other trapped peo-
ple inside the four-story
building in southern Da-
vao city, an official said. 

Mayor Sara Duterte-
Carpio said firefighters

told distraught relatives of
the 36 trapped employees
of a business outsourcing
company at the top floor
of the NCCC Mall that
nobody could survive the
extreme heat and thick
black smoke. 

“They were told that
the chances of survival are
zero,” she said, adding
that one of those trapped
may be a Chinese or a
South Korean, based on
the name. 

It is unclear when fire-
fighters can break into
most areas of the mall,
where the blaze was put
under control Sunday
morning although smoke
continued to billow from
the building. The fire-
fighters won’t stop until
all those reported missing
are found, Duterte-Carpio
said. 

Investigators will deter-
mine the cause of the fire
and the prospects of crim-

inal lawsuits against the
mall owners and officials
would depend on the
outcome of the investiga-
tion, said the mayor, who
is the daughter of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte. 

Duterte, the mayor and
Roman Catholic Church
officials went to the site to
meet with relatives of the
trapped office employees
late Saturday and asked
them to pray. The presi-
dent was photographed
wiping his eyes with a
handkerchief, his head
bowed, at an emotional
moment with the rela-
tives. 

The mall’s marketing
manager, Janna Abdullah

Mutalib, said the fire
started Saturday morning
at the third floor where
clothes, appliances and
furniture are sold, after a
storm hit Davao and
flooded parts of the city.
Except for a grocery at the
ground floor and the busi-
ness outsourcing company
at the top floor, the shop-
ping areas were still
closed to the public when
the fire started mid-morn-
ing, preventing a bigger
tragedy amid the peak
Christmas shopping sea-
son. 

Duterte served as Da-
vao mayor for many years
before being elected to
the presidency last year. 

It’s been a difficult year
for the tough-talking,
72-year-old leader, who
faced his most serious
crisis when hundreds of
pro-Islamic State group
extremists laid siege on
Marawi city, also in the
southern third of the Phi-
lippines. He declared
martial law in the south to
deal with the insurrection,
which troops crushed in
October. 

The storm that blew out
of the southern Philip-
pines Sunday reportedly
left more than 120 people
dead with 160 others still
missing. 

1 body recovered, 36 feared
dead in Philippine mall fire

Associated Press 

ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES

One of the deadliest
storms to hit the Philip-
pines this year blew out of
the country’s south Sun-
day after leaving more
than 120 people dead and
160 missing in landslides
and flash floods. 

Tropical Storm Tembin
strengthened into a ty-
phoon before moving into
the South China Sea. Most
of the dead and missing
were reported in the hard-
hit provinces of Lanao del
Norte and Lanao del Sur
and on the Zamboanga
Peninsula.

Intense rainfall in the
mountains most likely
caused landslides that
blocked rainwater, said
Marina Marasigan of the
government’s disaster-
response agency. When
the naturally formed dams
broke from the pressure,
torrents of rainwater
smashed into the villages
below. 

Mayor Bong Edding of
Sibuco town blamed log-
ging operations in the
mountains for flash food
that swept away houses
with more than 30 resi-
dents. Five bodies have
been recovered so far in
the village and a search
and rescue was contin-
uing. 

A large number of dead
and missing was also
reported in Lanao del

Norte and Lanao del Sur
provinces, where flood-
waters from a mountain
washed away several
riverside houses. 

Marasigan asked the
public to heed storm
warnings and evacuation
orders to avoid casualties. 

“We’re really sad that
we have this news espe-
cially because our coun-
trymen were looking to
celebrate Christmas,”
Marasigan told a televised
news conference. 

Thousands of villagers
fled to emergency shelters

and more than 500 pas-
sengers remained strand-
ed in airports and seaports
after the coast guard pro-
hibited ferries from ven-
turing out in the rough
seas and several flights
were canceled as the
storm raged Saturday. 

The typhoon was pack-
ing maximum sustained
winds of 75 miles per hour
and gusts of up to 90
mph.

An inter-island ferry
sank off northeastern
Quezon province Thurs-
day after being lashed by

fierce winds and big
waves, leaving at least five
people dead. More than
250 passengers and crew-
men were rescued. 

Earlier in the week,
another tropical storm left
more than 50 people dead
and 31 others missing,
mostly due to landslides,
and damaged more than
10,000 houses in the
central Philippines. 

Among the areas bat-
tered by the latest storm
was Marawi, a lakeside
city in Lanao del Sur that
is still recovering from a
five-month siege by pro-
Islamic State group extre-
mists that left more than
1,000 people dead and
displaced its entire pop-
ulation of about 200,000
people. 

It was the latest disaster
to hit the Philippines,
which is battered by about
20 typhoons and storms
each year, making the
archipelago that lies on
the Pacific typhoon belt
one of the world’s most
disaster-prone countries. 

Typhoon ravages Philippines 
with 120 dead, 160 missing
Associated Press

DAISY BARIMBAO AP

People gather on a bridge that was damaged by flooding brought about by Tropical Storm Tembin on Sunday in
Zamboanga Del Sur, southern Philippines. The storm unleashed flash floods that swept away people and houses and
set off landslides in the southern Philippines.

‘‘WE’RE REALLY
SAD THAT WE
HAVE THIS NEWS
ESPECIALLY
BECAUSE OUR
COUNTRYMEN
WERE LOOKING 
TO CELEBRATE
CHRISTMAS.

Marina Marasigan
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The U.S. economy is
booming, unemployment
is low and the White
House is occupied by a
president synonymous
with ostentatious luxury.
Why, then, have Amer-
icans stopped buying
expensive watches?

Swiss watch exports to
the U.S. fell 0.4 percent in
November, extending the
decline for the year so far
to 4 percent after a 9
percent drop in 2016. By
contrast, sales surged 40
percent for the month in
China -- the biggest jump
in almost three years — as
the industry recovers from
a multiyear slump.

U.S. consumers are
showing they’re eager to
part with their cash online
or in retail temples like
Apple’s stores, but they
just don’t want to spend
on watches from the likes
of Richemont, Swatch
Group and LVMH. As
sales in China benefit

from a cyclical recovery,
the downturn in the U.S.
looks structural, rooted in
changing perceptions of
luxury: To many Amer-
ican consumers, enam-
ored of tech gadgets, a
fancy timepiece is no
longer a valued prize.

“Americans are an un-
derdeveloped country in
terms of luxury watches,”
said Rene Weber, an ana-
lyst at Bank Vontobel,
“whereas brands play an
important role for the
Chinese. Americans are
familiar with a smaller
range of labels and also
understand a lot less
about watches.”

A survey by Deloitte
found that in all markets
other than the U.S., mil-
lennial consumers showed
a strong preference for
premium analogue tim-
epieces over smartwatch-
es; among young Amer-
icans, luxury watches
were about even in appeal.
The same survey showed
that premium brand loyal-
ty is particularly weak in
the U.S., while Chinese
buy from a few preferred

brands.
“For Asians in general

the watch is much more a
status-symbol instrument
than in any other part of
the world,” said Jean-
Claude Biver, watch chief
at LVMH. “As a conse-
quence, ‘Swiss Made’
plays a bigger role and the
fashion aspect of the
watch a smaller role in
Asia compared to Amer-
ica.”

The difference is evi-
dent across the luxury-
goods business, with sales
gains in the U.S. lagging
behind the Asian market.
LVMH, which sells every-
thing from high-end tim-
epieces to fashion to
Champagne, posted orga-
nic revenue growth of 7
percent in the U.S. for the
first nine months of 2017,
compared with 19 percent
for Asia excluding Japan, a
category that includes
China. But the disconnect
is especially pronounced
when it comes to watches.

Stephane Chance, a
39-year-old finance work-
er in New York, embodies
the Swiss industry’s chal-

lenge. Recently he mar-
veled at the Apple
Watch’s sports features as
he shopped for a present
for his wife — and maybe
one for himself — at the
company’s store on Fifth
Avenue.

“I don’t usually wear
watches,” said Chance,
who has used his smart-
phone to tell the time for
years. “I like the functions
in smartwatches and the
tracking of all activities.
Regular mechanical
watches is something I’ve
been looking at, but in
terms of budget, it’s a big
decision. It can easily be
$10,000.”

Chinese luxury shop-
pers are much more eager
to add high-end Swiss
watches to their collec-
tions. An Apple Watch is
nowhere near Wang Dan’s
wish list, because high-
tech products don’t in-
terest the 28-year-old
project-marketing free-
lancer from China’s Hu-
nan province — and they
don’t make her feel beau-
tiful, she says.

“I want to buy a Rolex
when I turn 30,” she said,
adding she’s drawn to the
brand because of its fame
and advertising. That
would add to the more
than 50,000 yuan
($7,600) she’s already

spent on an Omega and a
Cartier. “A watch means a
new start and reminds me
to cherish time.”

Chinese consumers
account for more luxury
purchases than any other
country — as much as 35
percent of the global total
— though only as much as
10 percent occur in China,
Deloitte estimates. They
are followed by U.S. con-
sumers at 25 percent and
Europeans at 20 percent.

Although Hong Kong’s
booming demand
knocked the U.S. out of
the top spot among Swiss
watch markets about a
decade ago, tourism has
supported sales in the U.S.
since. Now that’s slowing,
leaving it with a local
clientele lured by smart
gadgets, according to
Danny Govberg, owner of
101-year-old luxury watch
retailer Govberg Jewelers.

“Only the rich purchase
the top end,” Govberg
said. “It’s not like the
Chinese market where
almost everybody of every
income level prides on
attaining a nice watch.”

The total export value
of Swiss wristwatches
amounted to 18.3 billion
francs last year, though
the retail value is as much
as three times higher,
according to Vontobel’s

Weber.
Sales of timepieces at

U.S. department stores,
retail chains and inde-
pendent jewelers did
break out of a rut in Sep-
tember, gaining 2 percent
by value in their first in-
crease since at least April,
according to data tracker
NPD Group. High-end
timepieces costing $5,000
and more drove growth, in
a potential first sign the
market is recovering.

Swiss watches may also
suffer from a lack of expo-
sure in the U.S., according
to Cindy Yeung, chairwo-
man of Hong Kong-based
retailer Emperor Watch &
Jewellery Ltd. They’re not
widely sold in out-of-town
shopping malls, and U.S.
consumers don’t venture
into downtown luxury
retail districts as often as
their European or Asian
counterparts. America’s
wide-open spaces make a
car a more common grad-
uation present, while
parents in Hong Kong
might give an expensive
watch instead.

“In the U.S., watches
were never a priority,”
Govberg said. “They’d
rather own a car or a
house or a playground set.
That has been an Amer-
ican dream for decades.”

Swiss watches in quest
for lost time in US
BY CORINNE GRETLER,
STEPHANIE WONG AND
MENGCHEN LU

Bloomberg

Even as climate change
shrinks some populations
of arctic animals like polar
bears and caribou, beavers
may be taking advantage
of warming temperatures
to expand their range. But
as the beavers head north,
their very presence may
worsen the effects of cli-
mate change.

The issue isn’t just that
the beavers are moving
into a new environment –
it’s that they’re gentrify-
ing it.

Take the dams they
build on rivers and
streams to slow the flow
of water and create the
pools in which they con-

struct their dens. In other
habitats, where the dams
help filter pollutants from
water and mitigate the
effects of droughts and
floods, they are generally
seen as a net benefit. But
in the tundra, the vast
treeless region in the far
north, beaver behavior
creates new water chan-
nels that can thaw the
permanently frozen
ground, or permafrost.

“When you start flood-
ing areas with permafrost
you immediately trigger
permafrost degradation,”
said Ken Tape, an assist-
ant professor at the Uni-
versity of Alaska in Fair-
banks who has researched
the beavers. “You start
thawing the frozen ground
that’s holding the soil

together, and that water
and soil and other things
are washed away.”

What remains is a pitted
landscape, with boggy
depressions, that directs
warmer water onto the
permafrost, leading to
further thawing. As per-
mafrost thaws it releases
carbon dioxide and me-
thane, which in turn con-
tributes to global warming
and helps increase the
speed that the Arctic,
which is already warming
faster than the rest of the
planet, defrosts. World-
wide, permafrost is esti-
mated to contain twice as
much carbon as is current-
ly in the atmosphere.

The beavers are far
from primary drivers of
global warming – that

distinction belongs to
human. And arctic perma-
frost is already thawing
because of warmer tem-
peratures. But the bea-
vers’ handiwork acceler-
ates the thawing and exa-
cerbates climate change,
Tape said.

“Whether you want to
call them ecosystem engi-
neers or keystone species,
beavers have a huge im-
pact on the landscape,” he
said.

Tape presented his
team’s work at a recent
annual meeting of the
American Geophysical
Union.

Because the beavers
modified their environ-
ment so strikingly, the
researchers were able to
use satellite imagery to

spot areas where the ro-
dents had taken up resi-
dence. They used the
images to track changes
around lakes and streams
in a 7,000-square-mile
region of Alaska’s North
Slope, in the northwest
corner of the state.

Ordinarily beavers can’t
live north of the tree line,
the region where it be-
comes too cold and dry to
sustain the trees and
woody vegetation that
beavers depend on for
food and dam materials.
But as climate change
warms the Arctic and
thaws the permafrost, the
growing season extends.
What was once tundra
gives way to brush.

Images taken over sev-
eral decades show that
beavers are magnifying
this climate-driven effect.
Pictures from 1950 to
1985 illustrate how much
disturbance researchers
typically see in the Arctic:
not much. But when bea-
vers enter the scene, the
changes are hard to miss.

The beaver dams create
pools of water in the nor-
mally icy landscape. The
relatively warmer water
flows into the surrounding
permafrost, creating the
dark areas seen from
above.

To verify that beavers
were responsible for the
changes they had seen
over time, Tape and his
colleagues turned to aerial
photography and newer,
higher-resolution satellite
images. Dams could be
seen at 90 percent of the
possible beaver locations
they had identified in the
initial satellite data. They
estimated that scores of
beavers had entered the
region since 1999.

“The story with beavers
sounds completely plausi-
ble to me,” said Matthew
Ayres, associate director
of the Institute of Arctic
Studies at Dartmouth
College, who was not
affiliated with the re-
search. “There are a lot of
indications that the woody
growth that they depend
upon, especially willows
and poplars in that part of
the world, are growing
more and extending into
areas that they didn’t use
to be, or were not big
enough to support bea-
vers.”

Researchers cannot yet
say definitively that bea-
vers are moving north
because of climate
change. It is possible the
beavers are reclaiming
territory they lost when
widespread trapping near-
ly wiped out their num-
bers in the 18th and 19th
centuries. But Ayres said
their movement was in
keeping with patterns that
ecologists are seeing glo-
bally, as plants and ani-
mals migrate toward the
warming polar regions.

And people are increas-
ingly spotting beavers
across the Arctic. The
Anchorage Daily News
quoted a biologist, Tom
Jung, who said he discov-
ered a beaver dam just
south of the Arctic Ocean
in the northern Yukon
Territory of Canada.

“Beavers are these
agents of disturbance that
come from outside of the
ecosystem and impose
their construction, their
activities on this land-
scape,” Tape said. “Prob-
ably the best analog for
beavers in the Arctic are
mankind.”

JAY FRANDSEN Parks Canada

More beaver dams, like this one seen in Canada’s Ivvavik National Park in the Yukon Territory in 2015, are appearing in the Arctic. As the beavers to
move, they magnify climate change’s effects. In the tundra region in the Far North, beaver behavior creates new water channels that can thaw the
permafrost. 

Beavers emerge as agents
of arctic destruction
BY KENDRA PIERRE-LOUIS

New York Times 
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Shoppers who are feel-
ing good about the econo-
my and spending more
than expected on items
like kitchen gadgets, toys
and coats could make this
the best holiday season in
several years. 

That’s good news for
retailers, some of which
have had few reasons of
late to be merry. But
there’s no question that
stores need to keep adapt-
ing to how people shop as
spending moves online.
Customer sentiment could
shift again based on how
they feel the tax overhaul
is affecting them. Tax cuts
mean some shoppers may
have more money in their
pockets, but they could
opt to save it instead of
spend it. 

Experts have issued
rosy forecasts for the
season. Shoppers seem to
be in the mood as unem-
ployment is at 17-year low
and consumer sentiment
has reached its highest
level since 2000. 

“I feel confident and
optimistic about spending
this year,” said Jorge Nova
of Miami as the shopping
began on Thanksgiving
weekend, when he lined
up at Best Buy and bought
a 65-inch TV. “I don’t
really have a clear budget.
It’s been a good year for
me.” 

Shoppers are spending
at a pace not seen since
the Great Recession, says
Craig Johnson, president
of retail consulting group
Customer Growth Part-
ners. Jack Kleinhenz, chief
economist at the National
Retail Federation, predicts
retail sales will meet or
exceed the trade group’s
holiday forecast. That
could mark the best per-
formance since 2014. And
Tom McGee, CEO of the
International Council of
Shopping Centers, be-
lieves mall traffic and
sales were higher than last
year as shoppers bought
electronics, clothing and
toys. 

The week leading up to
Christmas is critical for
stores, accounting for
more than 20 percent of
traffic for the overall sea-

son, says ShopperTrak,
which monitors foot traf-
fic. Because of the calen-
dar this year, with a full
weekend leading into
Christmas, retailers also
may see more late shop-
pers. 

“I procrastinate every
year,” said Rick Daig-
neault of Warwick, Rhode
Island, who was just start-
ing his shopping last Sun-
day at his local mall. “It
never fails. Christmas
Eve, I’m always at CVS
looking for stocking stuff-
ers.”

First Data, a payment
technology firm, puts
online sales growth at
about double the level at
stores. Some analysts have
said they expect a large
portion of the holiday
growth to go toward Ama-
zon, which has been ex-
panding into new areas
and putting more kinds of
retailers on alert. Amazon
had said that Cyber Mon-
day was the biggest shop-
ping day in its history, but
didn’t provide figures.
Estimates suggest the
online behemoth account-

ed for more than 60 per-
cent of all U.S. online
sales that day, compared
to just under 40 percent
on average for the year to
date, according to Bain &
Co. 

LouAnn Vega did all of
her shopping online this
year, and was finished
with more than a week to
go before Christmas. She
says she discovered a
cookware set and clothes
online that she couldn’t
find in the store, and
saved money shopping
online. 

Her family exchanged
wish lists that consist of
web link after web link.
“You can’t miss,” she said
at a suburban Atlanta mall
where she came to walk
and drink coffee. 

Stores are working to
adapt. Target increased
weekend deals that start-
ed in mid-November, and
Macy’s revamped its loy-
alty program for its best
customers.

But plenty of stores are
struggling. Fifty retailers
have filed for bankruptcy
this year, according to
S&P Global Market In-
telligence. Many of them
very small companies but
some are well-known
brands like Payless Shoe-
Source and Toys R Us.
There have been nearly
7,000 announced store
closures this year, accord-

ing to Fung Global Retail
& Technology, which
exceeds the 2008 peak of
6,200. 

But most department
stores, which have been
struggling over the past
three years, seem to have
held their own. Macy’s
Inc. announced in early
December it was adding
an extra 7,000 holiday
temporary workers be-
cause of strong traffic.
And some specialty cloth-
ing chains like Urban
Outfitters and American
Eagle Outfitters have said
that holiday sales have
been strong. 

While a good season
gives stores a boost in
confidence and shows
their investments are
working, they need to
keep up with shoppers.
Ken Perkins, president of
research firm Retail Met-
rics LLC, is skeptical
about whether the mo-
mentum will continue
through 2018 and won-
ders if retailers will be
able to drive enough foot
traffic to make each store
profitable. 

Plus, McGee and other
analysts say it’s still un-
clear how exactly the tax
changes will affect con-
sumer spending. But
McGee does expect shop-
pers will feel comfortable
about spending with more
money available. 

Shoppers spending more may
make a merry season for retailers
BY ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

Associated Press

CHARLIE RIEDEL AP file

Jesus Reyes pushes a television down an aisle as he
shops at a Black Friday sale at a Best Buy store in
Overland Park, Kan., on Nov. 23. 

urge listeners to stop the
“negativity” and to start
shopping there again.

She turned over vacant
storefronts to local mer-
chants who sell bourbon
maple syrup and wood
sculptures carved with
chain saws. Near the
mostly empty food court,
a local Mohawk tribe
member opened a special-
ty popcorn stand. And in
the space that used to
house a Sears store, resi-
dents of the area created a
“winter wonderland” – an
elfin village fashioned
from discarded cardboard
boxes that once held re-
frigerators.

“We are not going to sit

MASSENA, N.Y.

When the Payless Shoe-
Source at the St. Lawrence
Center closed this spring,
it could have been just
another statistic in a grim
year for retailers, one
more struggling shop gone
in a dilapidated mall.

For Erica Leonard, the
mall’s manager, it was a
call to action. Frustrated
by a wave of store closings
and suggestions from
discouraged shoppers that
they “just burn the place
down,” Leonard went on
the local radio station to

and wallow,” said Karen
St. Hilaire, who helped
open the store selling
locally made goods. “We
need to figure out a better
future. Don’t tell me it
can’t happen.”

The decline of shopping
malls and brick-and-mor-
tar stores is well-docu-
mented, reflecting the
ascension of e-commerce
and changes in how
Americans shop. Nearly
7,000 stores closed in
2017, the most ever in a
calendar year, according
to the research firm Fung
Global Retail & Tech-
nology.

Malls seeking a second
act by shaking up their

mix of stores or adding
entertainment options
face an uphill battle be-
cause their appeal for
many shoppers may have
worn off for good.

But the campaign to
revive St. Lawrence Cen-
ter highlights a more emo-
tional, even psychological
challenge confronting
American towns upended
by a shifting economy. In
many places, the desolate
halls and tired window

displays at the local mall
are a wrenching reminder
of what once was, and
may never be again.

For generations, Masse-
na was a manufacturing
stronghold in an improb-
able place, far from in-
terstate highways, on the
north side of the Adiron-
dack Mountains. Hydroe-
lectric power from the St.
Lawrence River attracted
the aluminum giant Alcoa
to operate several plants

here.
It was in those better

times, in the 1990s, that
St. Lawrence Center
opened. The only mall in
St. Lawrence County – an
area larger than Delaware
– it was the place to be on
frigid nights, and there are
plenty of those in Masse-
na. The food court was
packed with teenagers,
people watchers and fam-
ilies having Friday night
dinners. Children rode on
a carousel near the en-
trance.

And Canadians came
across the border for bar-
gains. Ron Cook, 60,
remembers the parking lot
being littered with old
shoes that Canadians had
left behind so they could
wear their new sneakers
back across the border
and avoid customs.

Cook, who lives on the
nearby Mohawk tribal
reservation, spent many
hours watching his daugh-
ters play hockey at the
mall’s ice rink, which is
now closed.

Today, fewer than half
of the 84 storefronts are
occupied. The sole re-
maining restaurant in the
dimly lit food court is a
Wendy’s.

Massena has struggled
alongside its mall. Alcoa
operates only one smelt-
ing plant now.

“You try to be as posi-
tive as you can,” said Liza
Akey, 42, who works in a
hair salon at the mall.
“But you start to lose
hope.”

Where many residents
see sadness, Leonard, the
mall manager, sees great
potential.

“People would come up
to me and say this is place
will never be anything,
just like Massena,” she
said. “I just stopped listen-
ing to them.”

Earlier this year, a
group of Canadian real
estate developers bought
the mall and made some
basic improvements: new
lighting in the hallways,
patches to the leaky roof,
cleaning supplies for the
janitors.

After being hired in
April, Leonard set out to
get control of the place.
She said she had confront-
ed a pimp who appeared
to have brought “his girls”

Town fights to turn
retail tide at a little
mall that might

BY MICHAEL CORKERY 
AND DAVID GELLES

New York Times

IAN THOMAS JANSEN-LONNQUIST NYT

The St. Lawrence Center, a once-bustling mall in Massena, N.Y., on Dec. 18.

IAN THOMAS JANSEN-LONNQUIST NYT

Wendy’s, the last place still open in the food court at the
St. Lawrence Center, a once-bustling mall in Massena,
N.Y.

SEE MALL, PAGE 20
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ATLANTA

Airports officials across
the country say their elec-
trical systems are reliable
despite problems that led
to an 11-hour blackout at
Hartsfield-Jackson In-
ternational Airport in
Atlanta.

Aviation experts aren’t
so sure. They say Atlanta’s
massive blackout shows
airports are vulnerable to
accidental or intentional
failures of critical infra-
structure. And the chaos
that resulted here suggests
an even more disturbing
lack of preparation for
how to handle passenger
safety after something
goes wrong.

“I know every other
airport is thinking about it
right now,” said Sheldon
Jacobson, an aviation
security expert at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. “Harts-
field-Jackson has done a
great service to our coun-
try. Every airport is going
to do a root-cause analysis
and ask, ‘If this happened,
what would happen
here?’ ”

It probably didn’t feel
like a public service to
some 35,000 people
stranded when the lights
went out at Hartsfield-
Jackson on Dec. 17. Pas-
sengers described a chaot-
ic scene as they fumbled
around in the dark and
heard next to nothing
about what was going on
from airline and airport
employees.

Georgia Power officials
say the blackout stemmed
from a fire in an under-
ground electrical facility
that disabled both the
primary and backup elec-
trical systems. An airport
backup generator also
failed to keep the power
on in one concourse.

The Atlanta Fire Depart-
ment has concluded its
preliminary investigation
into the incident and
found no evidence of foul
play. Utility officials say a
full investigation could
take weeks.

“At this time, we are
focused on completing a
safe and thorough in-
vestigation,” Georgia
Power spokesman Jacob
Hawkins told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution.
“Once that is completed,
we will work closely with
Hartsfield-Jackson to put
the best, most effective
processes and improve-
ments in place to ensure
this cannot happen again.”

In a written statement,
General Manager Roose-
velt Council Jr. said the
airport also is committed
to avoiding a repeat of the
blackout. But – like Geor-
gia Power – he offered no
specifics about what will
change.

“In the coming days and
weeks we will closely
review what happened
and determine what needs
improvement,” Council
said

The blackout led air-
lines to cancel hundreds of
flights in and out of Atlan-
ta on Dec. 17-18, causing
hassles at Hartsfield and
at other airports. It also
led airports to examine
their own power supplies.

‘FULLY PREPARED’
Lauren Huffman, a

spokesman for Chicago’s
airports, said they are
trying to learn from what
happened in Atlanta and
to “understand what, if
any, additional steps can
be taken to enhance our
systems in Chicago.” But
she said the city is “fully
prepared to address a
situation like this if one
were to occur at O’Hare or
Midway International
Airport.”

Airports in Charlotte,
Dallas, Denver and Wash-
ington, D.C., also told The
Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion they’re confident in
their power systems.

“Our airports (Reagan
National and Dulles In-
ternational) have redun-
dant power feeds, as well
as backup generators on
airport property to supply
critical systems,” said Rob
Yingling of the Metropol-
itan Washington Airports
Authority.

Of course, Hartsfield-
Jackson also has a redun-
dant electrical system and
backup generators. And
the airports offered few
specifics to show their
systems are better than
Atlanta’s.

HANDLING PEOPLE
Electrical systems are

just the beginning of air-
ports’ vulnerability, ac-
cording to Colorado avia-
tion consultant Mike
Boyd. He’s more con-
cerned about how Atlanta
handled passengers after
the power went out.

“Infrastructure will fail,
no matter what you do.
Infrastructure can be
made to fail,” he said.
“The issue is, what do we
do when it does fail?”

Judging from last Sun-
day, Boyd doesn’t think
Atlanta was prepared. And
he doubts other airports
are, either.

Airport officials dispute
that.

In a statement to the
AJC, Charlotte-Douglas
International Airport said
it has an evacuation plan
that covers “both a spon-
taneous and deliberate
evacuation of the termi-
nal.” It said the airport
and first responders would
implement that plan in the
event of a catastrophic
power loss.

Denver International
Airport said it’s prepared.

“Our planning is what
we call ‘all hazards,’ so we
don’t have a specific plan
for a power outage evac-
uation,” said spokesman
Heath Montgomery. “But
we do have evacuation
plans that would cover
that issue if we felt it
needed to be activated for
safety.”

BRANDEN CAMP AP

A traveler sleeps Dec. 17 after a sudden power outage at
Hartfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport.

Airports have much
to learn from Atlanta
blackout 

BY DAVID WICKERT

Cox Newspapers

The list of this year’s 25
“worst” passwords says a
lot about us.

“Starwars” (No. 16)
reflects a resurgent force
in popular culture.

“Whatever” (No. 23)
and “letmein” (No. 7)
seem to speak to an ex-
asperation with online
security itself.

And “password” (No. 2)
speaks to our collective
lack of creativity.

They are among the 11
new entrants to the an-
nual “worst passwords”
list, compiled by Splash-
Data, a company that
creates applications for
password management
and security. The pop-

ularity and simplicity of
those passwords pose risks
for those who use them,
the company said.

“Hackers know your
tricks, and merely tweak-
ing an easily guessable
password does not make it
secure,” Morgan Slain,
SplashData’s chief exec-
utive, said in a news re-
lease. “Our hope is that
our Worst Passwords of
the Year list will cause
people to take steps to
protect themselves on-
line.”

The analysis was based
on more than 5 million
leaked passwords, most of
them used by people in
North America and West-
ern Europe.

New entrants to the list
this year included “ilo-
veyou,” “monkey,” “hel-

lo,” “freedom,” “qazwsx”
and “trustno1.”

Some, but not all, web-
sites and services impose
stringent requirements to
prevent users from selec-
ting insecure passwords.

Strong, effective pass-
words should be relatively
long and unique, experts
say. They can be mea-
ningless strings of charac-
ters, numbers and punc-
tuation or, as has become
popular in recent years,
full sentences that are
easy to remember but
hard to guess.

Password managers can
also be used to help keep
track of passwords for
different websites and
services.

While the SplashData
list differs from those
compiled by others, it

reflects a theme common
to such analyses: People
often use strings of se-
quential numbers as their
passwords.

As in 2016, “123456”
led the SplashData list.
The slightly more complex
“12345678” ranked third
and “12345” ranked fifth,
followed by “123456789”
in sixth place and
“1234567” in eighth.

The company estimated
that nearly 3 percent of
people have used the
worst password on the list
and almost 10 percent
have used one of the
worst 25.

SplashData’s larger list
of the 100 worst pass-
words reveals that popular
choices include common
names, such as “robert”
(No. 31), “george” (No.
48) and “michelle” (No.
81). Years were popular
passwords too – 1990 and
1991 were ranked 64th
and 65th.

Sports references were
also common. The 27th
worst password was “jor-
dan23,” an apparent refer-
ence to Michael Jordan
and his famous jersey
number. The 37th worst
one was “lakers.”

‘Password,’ ‘monkey’
and the other
terrible passwords
we choose
BY NIRAJ CHOKSHI

New York Times 

to the nail salon, and told
a pack of teenagers who
she believed were dealing
drugs that she would have
them arrested.

The harder task was
filling up the empty store-
fronts and giving residents
a reason to return.

She found a new kind of
anchor: a group of resi-
dents who had formed a
company, North Country
Showcase, to sell wares
from local artists. It has
filled the vacated Express
store with bowls, mittens,
mugs and miniature
wooden reindeer earrings
carved by a retired tech-
nician at the power com-
pany.

An Amish farmer deliv-
ers handmade fly swatters
and other goods to the
store by bus since he does
not drive a car. The store
writes him a letter if they
sell out and need him to
make more because he
does not use a phone.

“Quite frankly, I am
tired of our future being
controlled by corporations
that live in other places,
whether it is Alcoa or
these corporate stores,”
said St. Hilaire, president
of North Country Show-
case.

Holiday sales at the
store have been twice
what St. Hilaire expected.
One customer bought a
life-size wooden statue of
a firefighter, paying for it

with $700 in dollar bills
she had saved in a plastic
shopping bag.

At the stand selling
homemade popcorn, Me-
lissa Conners said she gets
calls from parents asking
their children’s favorite
flavor because they want a
surprise to slip into Christ-
mas stockings.

“You can’t get that from
shopping online,” said
Conners, whose business
card identifies her as a
“popcornologist.”

Lenny Nesbit and his
partner, Jason Foster, run
an event-planning busi-
ness, Elite Events by Len-
ny, at St Lawrence Center.
They got a break on their
rent for arranging the
mall’s Christmas deco-
rations. They are also

raising a 7-year old son,
who likes to spend time in
the mall’s hair salon
watching women get their
hair washed while his
fathers work nearby.

“This is our home,” said
Nesbit, who came up with
the idea for the winter
wonderland at the former
Sears site.

There has been talk
about replacing the ice
rink with a turf arena for
indoor sports, according
to the local public radio
station, which has closely
chronicled the mall’s
attempted rebirth. Some
employees recently spot-
ted a group of men in
business suits who they
believed were acting as
scouts for big retailers
seeking to locate in Mas-

sena.
Leonard, the mall man-

ager, is not naive about
the challenges facing St.
Lawrence Center. The
Bon-Ton department store
is scheduled to close in
January, leaving another
huge empty space.

Leonard tries to focus
on the victories, however
small. This month, hun-
dreds of people came to
see Santa Claus pulled
through the mall on a
gigantic sleigh, while a
Girl Scout troop walked in
front of him.

Leonard remembers
seeing a line of people
buying lunch that day at
Wendy’s, and the tables in
the food court were filled.

“It was how it used to
look,” she said.

IAN THOMAS JANSEN-LONNQUIST NYT

Melissa Conners, who sells homemade popcorn and other treats at the St. Lawrence Center.
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Vanessa Badlam packs gifts into her car at the St. Lawrence Center, a once-bustling mall
in Massena, N.Y., on Dec. 18.
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JAY L. CLENDENIN Los Angeles Times

A sunset paints the sky behind a Christmas tree on display at the Hermosa Beach Pier,
on Saturday, Dec. 23, in Hermosa Beach, Calif.

JOHN FROSCHAUER AP

Cars from an Amtrak train that derailed onto Interstate 5 on Dec. 18 in DuPont, Wash.

A look back at some
of the top photos
from the past week

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI AP

With the setting of a slow shutter speed, the traditional holiday light display is shown as it illuminates the Denver City/County Building on Saturday in Denver.

JOHN ANTCZAK AP

The contrail from a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket is seen from Pasadena, Calif., about 150
miles east from its launch site in Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., on Friday, Dec. 22.

DMITRI LOVETSKY AP

A detachment of soldiers walk in snowfall in St. Petersburg, Russia, Saturday, Dec. 23.
Low temperatures caused snowfall and a return to wintery conditions in St. Petersburg.
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KHALIL HAMRA AP

A Palestinian protester slings a teargas canister toward Israeli soldiers during clashes on
the Israeli border with Gaza, on Friday, Dec. 22.

MICHAEL PROBST AP

A man takes a picture of hundreds of crows during dawn at the Baltic Sea in
Timmendorfer Strand, Germany, on Saturday, Dec. 23.

ELAINE THOMPSON AP

Cars from an Amtrak train lay spilled onto Interstate 5 below as some remain on the tracks above Monday, Dec. 18, in DuPont, Wash.

MARK LENNIHAN AP

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley talks with Chinese deputy
ambassador Wu Haitao on Friday, Dec. 22, at the UN headquarters. 

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE AP

The Capitol is quiet as lawmakers finished business for the year and passed a
temporary spending bill to avoid a shutdown, in Washington, Friday, Dec. 22.
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brating the members of
other religious groups who
will but observe this holi-
day removed from its
customs. 

If one of the guiding
beliefs of Christmas is
“peace on Earth, good will
toward men” then here is
a day to hope for that
good will toward all peo-
ple, all faiths, all coun-
tries, all continents. So
let’s hope that many of us
today will offer that good
will to those fellow trav-
elers on this planet whose
language we may not
speak, whose customs we
may not understand,
whose religious beliefs we
do not follow. That “of-
fering,” if you will, is part

For Christians the world
over, this day when all is
said and done comes
down to a single baby in a
manger. Yes, after literally
months of decorations all
around and breathless
shopping trips and endless
requests from the young
ones and all the parties
and the singing and the
special events from
churches and charities ...
after it all, this holiday is
about that baby. 

Yes, the increased di-
versity in our society, a
diversity that can, and
should, make us stronger
and more enlightened, has
made us aware that in the
many other religions that
thrive within our borders,
this day is of a different
meaning. But for those
Christian leaders who
believe in appreciating all
faiths, Christmas Day in a
way is an opportunity to
celebrate a Christian holi-
day focused on the Christ
child while also cele-

of the true Christmas
spirit. 

But we’ve got a little
good will work to do here
at home. Around our ta-
bles today, we’ll engage in
family discussions that
will touch on many sub-
jects, certainly on the
current doings in Wash-
ington, for one example.
Might we devote some
good will toward, for ex-
ample, the solid working
people who keep America
strong with their own
day-to-day labors, making
goods or serving human-
kind with the good deeds
of transportation or repair
services, or helping an
elderly neighbor or rela-
tive with chores or just

being, by nature, kind to
those who need some
kindness?

And might we send a
little good will toward
those people who won’t be
among the rich and pow-
erful who seem to be ben-
efiting the most these
days from a Congress and
a president who seem to
celebrate selfishness with
their tax “reforms” and
put their boots on the
necks of citizens in des-
perate search of affor-
dable health care? Sorry,
but while Christmas has
its courageous souls like
Bob Cratchit and Tiny
Tim, it also has Ebeneez-
er, and it took him too
long to come around.

But through it all, good
people, through it all there
is hope. Yes, no matter
what the rascals in Wash-
ington may be up to – and
shenanigans to be sure
aren’t confined to one
political party – there is
that hope, the hope that
gave us our beginnings on
the field at Yorktown to
the hope that carried us
through the World Wars,
to the hope that survived,
yes, even through the
despair of Vietnam and
that horrific September
day in 2001.

We must – now you
might want to grab a chair
– invest some of that good
will in President Donald J.
Trump, whose bombast

and shallow view of the
world and lack of under-
standing of his fellow
Americans is distressing,
but it must not be dish-
eartening, and we must
hope that he deals with
restraint toward North
Korea, for example, and
that he listens to the wis-
est of people around him. 

We would like to hope
as well, what we always
hope. That on this holi-
day, we will direct some
of that good will and good
fortune around the world
to the less fortunate – to
the poor and the sick and
the troubled among us,
especially those young
ones who need the rest of
us to support them and
guide them. Compassion.
Peace. Good will. Hope.
Wisdom. Grace. Gather
them, one or all, if only in
spirit from under the tree
or the menorah and
“give” them generously.
This day especially, but in
all your days to follow. 

FROM THE NEWS & OBSERVER IN RALEIGH

The Christmas Spirit
rules, with hope

BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD

taking away its territorial
base removed a potent
recruiting tool and put a
stop to some of the most
horrific human-rights
abuses taking place any-
where.

3. Women who had
been harassed and as-
saulted in the workplace
stood up and spoke up —
and, in many cases, were
listened to and believed.
Was this the harbinger of
genuine change? Maybe.
At least a serious con-
versation about new laws
and other reforms has
begun.

4. Speaking of which ...
Roy Moore, Republican
candidate in the hyper-
Republican state of Alaba-
ma, lost a special election
for the U.S. Senate. He
deserved to lose for many
reasons, but none more
compelling than the alle-
gations against him of
preying on teenage girls
when he was in his 30s.
Women bravely spoke up
— and they, too, were
heard.

5. Britain’s Prince Harry
is engaged to Meghan
Markle. She is divorced,
biracial and American —
any one of which would
have been enough to rule
her out for the British
royal family not long ago.
So this is both a love story
and a sign of growing
tolerance in a tradition-
bound institution.

Many of us found 2017
to be a stressful year, but
the news wasn’t all bad. In
the spirit of the season, we
decided to salute 17 good
things that happened in
2017.

Of course, not every-
thing that struck us as
good news will be seen
the same way by all of our
readers. But even if you
disagree with some items
on our list, we hope you
found at least 17 things to
cheer this year, in the
world and at your hearth,
and we wish you at least
18 pieces of good news for
2018. 

1. Both the world and
U.S. economies continued
to grow, continuing one of
the most sustained eco-
nomic expansions ever in
the wake of the 2008
financial crash. The global
economy grew by about 3
percent, its highest rate
since 2011, according to
the United Nations. The
U.S. growth rate looks to
be a higher-than-predic-
ted 2.3 percent.

2. With the help of thou-
sands of U.S. troops, the
“caliphate” of the Islamic
State was defeated and
destroyed. This of course
did not end the threat
from Islamist terrorism
generally nor the Islamic
State specifically. But

6. This month, Australia
became the 25th country
to achieve marriage equal-
ity, with both houses of
the legislature voting
overwhelmingly in its
favor following a volun-
tary mail survey that
showed clear public sup-
port. Same-sex couples
also will be able to marry
in Austria by January
2019, according to a court
ruling there.

7. Ratko Mladic, “the
Butcher of Bosnia,” was
found guilty of genocide
and sentenced to life in
prison. It took a long time
— the Serb army leader
committed his crimes

during the Bosnian war of
1992 to 1995, and his trial
in The Hague began in
2012. But his sentencing
marked an important
moment of accountability
for the worst slaughter of
civilians in Europe since
World War II.

8. In the United States,
too, the courts played a
heartening role, showing
their independence and
willingness to stand up to
the Trump administration
when it issued question-
able orders: the travel
ban, the ill-considered
prohibition on transgen-
der people serving in the
military, the attempt to
defund so-called sanctu-
ary cities.

9. Mattel unveiled a
sporty, hijab-wearing
Barbie, modeled on Olym-
pic fencer Ibtihaj Muham-
mad. Muhammad, the
first Muslim American
woman to win an Olympic
medal, said there was no
Barbie that looked like her
when she was growing up
and that she hopes the
doll will inspire other girls
“to embrace what makes
them unique.”

10. Hurricanes Irma,
Harvey and Maria caused
terrible devastation across
the Caribbean, in Florida
and in Texas — but also
inspired amazing acts of
heroism, generosity and
neighborliness. One case:
Spanish-born celebrity
chef José Andrés helped
organize a network of
kitchens and suppliers
that served more than 3
million meals to Puerto
Ricans who in many cases

felt otherwise alone and
abandoned.

11. French independent
centrist Emmanuel Mac-
ron resoundingly defeated
the far-right, anti-im-
migrant Marine Le Pen for
president in May. A victo-
ry for Le Pen’s National
Front, with its anti-Semi-
tic, Nazi-tinged history,
would have given mo-
mentum to the forces of
bigotry across the West. 

12. The teen pregnancy
rate continued to fall, as
reported in June of this
year. It dropped 9 percent
in 2016 from the previous
year and has fallen 67
percent since 1991. One
physician told CNN that
this is a “phenomenal”
result “because we know
that the vast majority of
teen births are unintend-
ed” — and the health and
educational outcomes on
average are far better for
children of older, inten-
tional mothers.

13. Democracy was
under pressure in the
world, but it continued to
hold its own in many
places — and reasserted
itself in some infertile
ground. In January, for
example, Yahya Jammeh
left Gambia, which he had
misruled for 22 years. He
was forced out after losing
an election in December
2016 whose results he at
first tried to ignore.

14. Women in Saudi
Arabia were granted per-
mission to drive starting
in June. Yes, small pro-
gress in the 21st century —
but progress. Also coming
soon to Riyadh: movie

theaters!
15. The Affordable Care

Act, a flawed but hugely
important effort to ensure
that all Americans have
access to health care,
survived innumerable
assassination attempts by
the Trump administration
and Republican leaders in
Congress, and millions of
Americans returned to
“Obamacare” exchanges
to buy insurance for the
coming year. The ACA
remains in danger as 2018
begins — but it also enjoys
growing support from
Americans.

16. Progress was made
on the long-sought and
elusive goal of gene ther-
apy: The Food and Drug
Administration approved
a pioneering treatment in
December in which a
healthy gene is injected to
replace defective copies of
the gene in patients with a
type of hereditary blind-
ness. 

17. Metrorail service in
the nation’s capital area
actually improved a tick or
two. Whether that pro-
gress is sustained now
hangs on whether regional
and federal leaders can
come together to supply
the sustained funding
needed for public transit. 

FROM THE WASHINGTON POST

17 good things in 2017
BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD

ALEXI LUBOMIRSKI AP

The engagement of Prince
Harry and American
Meghan Markle is one of 17
good things to happen in
2017.
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What is Christmas
about, anyway? Can I be a
Christian if I doubt the
virgin birth? Can a woman
become a cardinal? What
would upset Jesus today? I
put these blunt questions
and more to Cardinal
Joseph Tobin of Newark,
New Jersey, who was
appointed by Pope Francis
and is in his mold. Here’s
our conversation, edited
for space and clarity.
KRISTOF: Merry Christ-
mas! Let me start with
respectful skepticism. I
revere Jesus’ teachings,
but I have trouble with the
miracles – including, since
this is Christmas, the
virgin birth. In Jesus’ time
people believed that Athe-
na was born from Zeus’
head, so it seemed natural
to accept a great man
walking on water or mul-
tiplying loaves and fishes;
in 2017, not so much.
Can’t we take the Sermon
on the Mount but leave
the supernatural?
TOBIN: People are, I

guess, free to take whatev-
er they want. Just like
there’s wisdom in non-
Christian religions that
Christians appropriate.

The most mind-bog-
gling miracle is the in-
carnation. We believe that
the Creator of the Uni-
verse, the one who existed
before time and before
anything else, became one
of us. If you accept that,
then there are a lot of
other things that don’t
seem to be quite as un-
believable.

It’s not a magic show.
All of the miracles were
not isolated or simply
altruistic events. They
were actually pointing
toward who God is, and
who this carpenter from
Nazareth really was.
KRISTOF: One area where
the Catholic Church
seems to me antiquated is
gender. If Jesus trusted
women like Mary Mag-
dalene, if Phoebe could be
a leader of the early
church, then why can’t
women be priests or cardi-
nals today?
TOBIN: Those are two
different questions. Re-

garding priests, it really is
a stumbling block for
people, and especially in
this country and in this
culture, as all areas of life
are opening up to women
that this particular minis-
try in the Catholic Church
is not. So I understand the
consternation. I have eight
sisters. I know for some
women this sort of stum-
bling block takes them
away from the church.

As for cardinals, most
are bishops but not all of
them. As recently as the
19th century there were
lay people who were car-
dinals.
KRISTOF: So will we see
women cardinals soon?
TOBIN: Maybe my theol-
ogy isn’t sophisticated
enough, but I don’t be-
lieve that there’s a com-
pelling theological reason
why the pope couldn’t
name a woman cardinal.

Pope Francis has prom-
ised to find a more in-
cisive role for women in
the church. There are
isolated incidents of wo-
men being appointed to
fairly influential posts in
the Roman Curia. I think
it’s got to be more than
that.
KRISTOF: I have huge
admiration for Catholic
nuns, priests and laity
working on the front lines
all over the world to fight

poverty, disease, injustice.
Those people are doing
exactly what Jesus talked
about. But, so often, reli-
gious leaders, including
those in the Vatican, seem
less focused on the needy
and more on issues that
Jesus never breathed a
word about, like gays, or
abortion or family plan-
ning.
TOBIN: It’s fair to say
Jesus did not make pro-
nouncements on those
three hot-button issues. I
think, though, that he
gave us an ethos and a
moral direction, so we
don’t have to sit down and
say, “Jesus, what do we
do?” Catholic tradition
didn’t fall out of the air
and decide something
capricious. It’s based on
all sorts of lived experi-
ence of people trying to
follow Jesus closely.
KRISTOF: Can I ask about
prayer? I accept that
prayer has spiritual, heal-
ing value, but why is it
that God answers prayers
only in ambiguous sit-
uations, such as curing
cancer, but never to, say,
regrow a leg?
TOBIN: It’s interesting
you mention that, Nicho-
las. My dad grew up
strong and big, played
football for Boston Col-
lege, went into the service
and lost his leg in World

War II.
One night he was look-

ing at his prosthesis. He
said: “I was thinking I’ve
had that thing half my life
now. But if I didn’t have
that, I wouldn’t have your
mother, and I wouldn’t
have you.” So he discov-
ered something in that
tragedy. Faith got him
through it.

Sometimes I think when
I don’t receive an answer
to what I’m praying for,
maybe what I’m asking
for actually is something
that could be harmful for
me. I do believe God
hears all prayers, and I
believe God answers in
some way.
KRISTOF: In previous
Q&As, I asked the Rev.
Tim Keller and President
Jimmy Carter whether a
skeptic like myself, who
admires Jesus’ moral
teachings but doubts the
virgin birth and any phys-
ical resurrection, counts
as a Christian. Basically,
Keller said “no,” and
Carter “yes,” so you’re the
tiebreaker. Am I a Chris-
tian?
TOBIN: I would think that
if you haven’t completely
closed the door on the
possibility that God has
more to say to you, then I
think you’re in the tent.
KRISTOF: Let’s turn the
tables. Anything you want

to ask me?
TOBIN: Can I ask a favor?
I’m really worried about
this country for a lot of
reasons, but I’m partic-
ularly concerned about
refugees and immigrants.
I really think this present
administration is moving
clearly toward a mass
deportation. My people
are already terrorized. I
am so afraid that unless
we can find a way of
changing hearts, they’re
going to go ahead with it.
KRISTOF: So is that God’s
work here on earth? Is
that what Jesus would be
criticizing today?
TOBIN: I never hear Jesus
going out of his way to
point an accusing finger at
people who are oppressing
the poor. What he does
criticize in very stark
terms is the ones who
don’t see them, who don’t
see them as they are. I
think that’s what happens.
We’re developing a na-
tional cataract.
KRISTOF: Thanks! And
for all my skepticism, this
I believe: Merry Christ-
mas!

Contact Kristof at
Facebook.com/Kristof,
Twitter.com/NickKristof or
by mail at The New York
Times, 620 Eighth Ave.,
New York, NY 10018.

Cardinal Tobin,
am I a Christian?

BY NICHOLAS KRISTOF

New York Times

tion has created a volun-
teer class of the arrogantly
ignorant.

While such consistent
dishonesty is annoying,
my greater concern is for
the future of the republic.
The health of our demo-
cratic system of govern-
ment relies at least some-
what upon a reasonably
well-informed citizenry.
When truth is relative,
facts are fungible and the
loudest voice wins the
day, why, anyone really
can become president.

How do journalists
combat the rallying cry of
the president himself? It’s
impossible to argue with a
fool or a liar. It is also
difficult to convince peo-
ple of one’s earnestness or
commitment to standards

WASHINGTON 

As a functional obses-
sive-compulsive, I’m nev-
er happier than at year’s
end when I get to make
lists. Herewith, my picks
for the most important
stories of 2017:

This year my list is
short: “Fake News” – from
which all cursings flow.

Not only has the presi-
dent’s frequent “fake
news” defense against any
story he dislikes helped
codify the idea that the
media, especially CNN,
The New York Times and
The Washington Post,
seek only to misinform,
but this strategic decep-

if they fundamentally
don’t care. In exasper-
ation, one can be tempted
to say such things as “De-
mocracy Dies in Dark-
ness,” which happens to
be the rather self-regard-
ing slogan emblazoned on
the Post’s masthead – and
also happens to be true.

Art, it seems, has come
to the rescue. Voila: “The
Post.”

Among the many rea-
sons to love Steven Spiel-
berg’s new movie is that
“The Post” may be the
best rebuttal yet to the
“fake news” mantra. It’s
the story of the Post’s
publication of parts of the
Pentagon Papers, a classi-
fied history of the Viet-
nam War, which revealed
that three presidents (John

Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson
and Richard Nixon) had
lied persistently about the
war and its human toll.
The New York Times
actually broke the story
but was forced to cease
publishing under a Justice
Department injunction,
which ultimately was
reversed by the Supreme
Court in 1971.

The injunction, never-
theless, provided the Post
an opportunity to inter-
cept the ball and run with
it, publishing excerpts
from its own, subsequent-
ly acquired copy of the
documents. The movie
traces the partnership of
then-publisher Katharine
Graham (Meryl Streep)
and former executive
editor Ben Bradlee (Tom

Hanks) as they struggle
with the decision to pu-
blish the papers.

Much of the focus is on
Graham, who assumed
control of the Post after
her husband and co-own-
er, Phil Graham, commit-
ted suicide in August 1963
– hardly a tepid time to be
in the news business.
Although the paper has
long been considered a
Graham family enterprise,
it was Katharine’s father,
Eugene Meyer, who
bought the paper in 1933
at a bankruptcy auction,
eventually handing over
the reins to Katharine’s
husband.

Underlying the story of
Vietnam and the Penta-
gon Papers was an unsub-
tle, feminist subtext that

will be familiar to women
of a certain age. In 1963,
“Kate” Graham was the
only woman in the board-
room and one of only a
few women when she
glided through the news-
room. Thus, this wife-
turned-publisher had to
face not only business
challenges for which she
was ill-prepared, including
a risky public offering, she
also had to convince skep-
tical men that she was up
to the job. Her fear, con-
vincingly portrayed and
palpably disabling at
times, was an obstacle to
overcome, which she did
with the help of the fear-
less Bradlee, the tough
warrior-editor who was
Hollywood long before
Hanks (or Jason Robards)
played him.

Pivotal in Graham’s
transformation was the
decision to publish the
Pentagon Papers, which
was portrayed as torturous
owing to two concurrent
problems: One, she feared
the banks would abandon
her during the then-immi-
nent public offering; and,
two, Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara, who
had commissioned the
study that became known
as the Pentagon Papers,
was one of her dearest
friends.

Both she and Bradlee,
who had been close to
Kennedy, were forced to
choose between loyalty to
friends – or the truth.
Their respective struggles
with this essential ques-
tion was, for me, the es-
sence of the film. At one
point, Bradlee, apparently
hurt that Kennedy had
lied to him, reflects on the
inherent tension between
being friends with news-
makers and his responsi-
bility to report news.

The message embedded
therein is that facts and
truth matter most of all. In
newsrooms where real-life
journalists pursue both,
the very real struggles on
view in “The Post” are
replicated every day.
There may be less drama,
but the stakes are just as
high. In a time of “fake
news,” darkness settles
when people can no long-
er tell the difference.

Email Kathleen Parker at
kathleenparker@
washpost.com.

Fake news IS the story of 2017
BY KATHLEEN PARKER

Washington Post

NIKO TAVERNISE via AP

Tom Hanks portrays Ben Bradlee, left, and Meryl Streep portrays Katharine Graham in a scene from “The Post.” 
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Name: Rym Beydoun

Age: 27

Hometown: Abidjan,
Ivory Coast

Now Lives: In an 18th-
century apartment in
Beirut, where she “works,
lives and hosts,” she said.

Claim to Fame: Beydoun
is a well-documented
fashion plate and the
force behind Super Yaya,
a worldly label that is
equal parts Supreme and
Dakar street style. The
brand has developed a
cult following for its chee-
ky graphics, including a
T-shirt with “100% Afri-
cosmic” emblazoned
across the chest. (The
label’s spring collection
will be sold at boutiques
like Opening Ceremony
and Maryam Nassir Za-
deh.) “I really want the
brand to be spontaneous,”
she said. “If down the line
I want to make tires, I
want it to be possible, you
know?”

Big Break: A 2013 gradu-
ate of Central Saint Mar-
tins, Beydoun designed a
final thesis collection that
consisted of veils and
custom Nike sneakers
encased in sandals. Her
eclectic approach caught
the attention of The Sun-
day Times of London and
led to a job at a fashion
house in Dubai called
Shashamahné (now
closed), where Beydoun
designed abayas. “I’ve
always loved clothing,”
she said, “but I never
really was interested in
fashion.”

Latest Project: In Jan-
uary, she will release a
branded notebook with
stickers and a calendar
featuring colorful images
of family and friends
wearing Super Yaya de-
signs at various hometown
haunts. “The brand is very
visual,” she said. “So, as
long as you get some kind
of universal language out
there, whatever you make,
people get.”

Next Thing: Beydoun
wants to enter the grocery
business. In addition to
her label’s e-commerce
“superstore,” she plans to
create a digital super-
market stocking items
sourced from throughout
West Africa. “I want to
sell all my references
straight up on the web-
site,” she said.

Modernist Magic: Most of
her design influences
come from the oft-over-
looked masterpieces of
African modernism, in-
cluding Abidjan’s former
city hall designed by
French architect Henri
Chomette. 

ALICE NEALE NYT

Rym Beydoun in Beirut,
Lebanon, on Dec. 13.

UP NEXT

East, west,
Africosmic

BY ALEX HAWGOOD

New York Times

Last April, Roberto Forgione noticed
that someone who had ghosted him was
looking at his Instagram Stories – the
brief, casual updates that hang around
for 24 hours at the top of the app’s
screen and include lists of the people
who have seen them.

“After a couple, I was like, ‘He’s
back,’” Forgione, 31, a photo producer
in Brooklyn, said. He decided to take a
chance and reach out in his direct mes-
sages. “I asked him if he wanted to
hang out, and he said yes,” Forgione
said. The two have continued seeing
each other since, spending Thanks-
giving together and attending a wed-
ding as each other’s dates.

Anthea Fisher, 22, a project manager
in finance, began a relationship on In-
stagram with someone she had known
peripherally. “We liked each other’s
stuff from time to time,” she said. “Af-
ter my ex-boyfriend and I broke up, he
started liking a lot of my stuff and
watching all of my Stories. He would
DM me, he would send me memes. And
I sort of knew he was trying to get my
attention.”

As of September, Instagram has more
than 800 million users worldwide who
engage with the app at least once a
month. Of those, 300 million use In-
stagram Stories every day, according to
a spokesperson for the company. Some
of them use Instagram for their busi-
nesses; some for sharing photos of their
kids; and some for distributing memes
about hungover mornings and overeat-
ing. And then there are those who use
Instagram as a supplemental match-
making tool. “It’s basically a portfolio

for your dating life,” said Halen Yau, 31,
a public relations manager from Toron-
to.

Not only does Instagram provide a
visually driven collage of your life, it
also offers a subtle way of expressing
interest through likes and comments,
and connecting in the form of a private
chat. Meanwhile, the lists of users who
have looked at each of your Story cards
mean that you now have data – rudi-
mentary and inconclusive, but still,
data! – on who exactly is obsessing over
you today, tomorrow and yesterday.

CONFUSED BY THE ORDER OF
STORY VIEWS? DON’T WORRY. SO IS
EVERYONE ELSE.

“The theory is that whoever are your
biggest stalkers on Instagram are at the
top,” Fisher said, referring to the lists of
users who have looked at your Story.
But that is just a theory. According to a

spokesperson, the order is “based on a
number of signals including people who
recently viewed your story, accounts
you interact with the most on Insta-
gram, and more.”

The mystery has spawned endless
ideas about the ranking of handles. In a
thread on Reddit, users have document-
ed experiments in which they altered
various factors like how often they
looked at a friend’s profile, or how often
they liked photos on a profile, to see
which ones had an effect on the order
and which ones did not. The goal for
many was to figure out that all-consum-
ing question: Does my crush like me as
much as I like them?

Their experiments yielded mixed
results, and Instagram will likely keep
the algorithm under lock and key until
the end of time. So, if you want to
gauge interest anytime soon, we recom-
mend a tried-and-true thermometer:
the thirst trap.

THIRST TRAPS: WHAT THEY ARE
AND HOW TO USE THEM

Thirst: a strong desire for something; a
lust for attention.

Thirst trap: Animage or video that’s
intended to attract attention from some-
one and elicit a response.

“A thirst trap can be as simple as a
selfie,” said Andrew Keller, 25, a cre-
ative strategist at Paper magazine. “I
can put up a really cute selfie of me,
and the caption can be, ‘Just ate a bag
of Twizzlers, hate myself.’”

“It’s like you’re throwing out a net
into a sea of fish,” Yau said. “Whenever
I post a story, I kind of have an idea
already of who will respond or what
kind of response I will get.” If you are

LOUISA BERTMAN NYT

Instagram is now 
a dating platform, too.
Here’s how that works.
BY VALERIYA SAFRONOVA

New York Times

SEE INSTAGRAM, PAGE 26

NOT ONLY 
DOES INSTAGRAM 
PROVIDE A VISUALLY
DRIVEN COLLAGE 
OF YOUR LIFE, 
IT ALSO OFFERS 
A SUBTLE WAY 
OF EXPRESSING 
INTEREST THROUGH 
LIKES AND COMMENTS, 
AND CONNECTING 
IN THE FORM 
OF A PRIVATE CHAT.
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successful, the person you
are targeting will be
tempted to comment.
Might even actually com-
ment. Might even “slide
into your DMs.” If so, you
have pulled off your very
own thirst trap.

“Everyone has that one
person in their mind that
they want to see it,” Keller
said. Waiting for their
response, he said, “can be
torture in itself.”

Once you have mas-
tered the thirst trap, ad-
vance your skills by mak-
ing use of the blocking
tool. If you want to post
something racy for a se-
lect few fans of your Sto-
ries, you can go into set-
tings and hide the Story
from other users. Ta-da!
Now Susan from work
will, quite fortunately, not
see that photo of you
perched seductively on
her desk after-hours, a
bottle of champagne from
the holiday party in your
hand.

Side note: Sometimes
you’ll receive unwanted
attention that can cross
the line into harassment
or bullying. In cases like
that, block the user and
report them to Instagram.

.@ROMEO AND
@JULIET SITTING IN A
TREE. FIRST COME THE
LIKES, THEN COME THE
COMMENTS AND THE
DMS.

If you want your Dulci-
nea to know that you’re
categorically interested,
you will have to do more
than check their Stories
and post thirst traps. At-
tend to their profile page,
where you can see all their
photos, as well. Paying a
compliment on Instagram
is as simple as liking a few
photos. “One ‘like’ could
be, ‘I randomly liked your
stuff,’” Keller said. “Two
is, ‘I like two of your pho-
tos.’ Three is, ‘I’m in-
tentionally trying to get
your attention.’ It’s the
equivalent of eyeing
someone in a bar.”

“Commenting would be
equivalent to walking up
to someone and saying a
very basic hello,” Keller
said. “The DMing is the
official, ‘I’m here and I’m
not playing around.’”
Fisher agreed: “Once

they’re in your DMs and
they’re commenting on
things, that’s when they’re
trying to make a move.”
As in real life, reciproc-
ation is important. “You,
of course, have to wait a
little bit to see if they like
your photos back,” Keller
said. “It’s the same as if
you’re looking at someone
at the club and they’re not
looking back.”

Another factor to keep
in mind in the era of In-
sta-fame is how many
followers your romantic
interest has. “Anyone
above 75,000 is probably
not going to notice you if
you like their stuff,” Keller
said. “If they like your
stuff, that’s a different
ballgame because it
means they went out of
their way. Then it’s,
‘Ding, ding, ding.’”

And though Instagram
can offer more depth than
an abbreviated Tinder or
Bumble or Grindr profile,
do not forget that it is still
a curated highlight reel.
“I’ve had guys straight up
refuse to believe that I’m
me,” said Kris Kidd, 24, a
writer and model in Los
Angeles with more than
24,000 followers on In-
stagram. When men meet
him IRL, they are sur-
prised to find that his
real-life personality is not
as exaggerated as his
Instagram persona. “It’s a
two-dimensional platform,
which inherently means
we can’t see everything. It
would be really unhealthy
to show all of ourselves on
social media.”

Adjust your expecta-
tions accordingly.

HOW TO SURVIVE THE
WASTELAND THAT IS
POST-BREAKUP
INSTAGRAM

Unfortunately, Insta-
gram is not all romance
and daisies. In some
cases, rather than serving
as a conduit for an attrac-
tion, Instagram is a re-
minder of what is gone.

When Forgione began
dating his current flame,
his ex-boyfriend started
paying a lot of attention to
his Stories and his feed.
“The level of him creep-
ing on me was out of con-
trol, to the point that he
texted asking me, ‘Who is

your new boyfriend?’” he
said. “The guy I’m seeing
has posted things about
me and just from him
doing that and tagging
me, I’ve seen on my Sto-
ries guys who follow him
looking at my stuff,” he
said. “People are creeping
on him and then creeping
on me.”

Not that Forgione is
above checking up on his
exes. “After an ex and I
broke up, of course I was
crazy stalking him,” he
said. But, he added, “I
didn’t want him to see
that I was looking at his
videos.” So he used a
co-worker’s fake Insta-
gram account to see what
his ex was up to.

And he is not alone. “I
add a guy on my fake
account even before we
break up,” Yau said. “As
soon as I know things are
going south, I’ll add him. I

have a fake account that
all my exes are on. And I
have two exes watching
my Stories on their fake
accounts.” Why look? “I
delete them 1 / 8from my
main account 3 / 8 to
make a statement: ‘I don’t
want to keep up with your
life anymore,’” Yau said.
“But I believe that know-
ledge is power, even if it
makes me feel crappy, I
still want to know.” 

“The only person you
want to be in that much
pain with when you’re
breaking up is the person
you’re breaking up with,
so maybe there’s some
impetus to look at their
page to gauge how they’re
doing and look for some
sign that they’re also feel-
ing bad,” said Leora Trub,
an assistant professor of
psychology at Pace Uni-
versity and a clinical psy-
chologist.

Michel Kobbi, 27, a
marketing manager from
Montreal, offered a more
positive take. “Seeing the
new life in pictures helps
bring a certain closure,”
Kobbi said. “Then I know
I’m totally fine with the
relationship ending and I
think it ends with another
layer of healthiness to it.
It’s really turning the page
for both people.”

Other social media
platforms have had simi-
lar effects, but Instagram
is massive (just Stories has
nearly twice as many
users as Snapchat does),
and other pervasive plat-
forms, such as Facebook,
are not as dominated by
daily, visual updates. Nor,
frankly, are they consid-
ered as cool as Instagram.
“I obviously have Face-
book, but I rarely, rarely
use it,” Forgione said.
“Your grandmother’s on

it.”
As with real-life break-

ups, each person will have
a unique experience.
“How we interpret it is
totally idiosyncratic,”
Keller said. “It could be,
‘They’re having such a
great time’ or ‘They must
be really compensating for
how sad they are.’”

“People are giving
themselves just enough
information to come to
conclusions about how
that person doing that
have more to do with how
they’re perceiving how
that person is doing rather
than how they’re actually
doing,” Trub said.

And therein lies the
final lesson: Instagram is a
window, but also a facade.
“The truth is you can’t
look at someone’s In-
stagram account and
know how they’re feel-
ing,” Trub said.
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with others is a separate
question.

Let’s start with Christ-
mas. Aside from gifts and
Baby Jesus, people find
loads to like about it: the
carols, the cookies, the
decorations. (There are so
many twinkly lights in my
lobby, you’d think you
were starring in “Gypsy”
on the way to the eleva-
tor.) And we evolve as we
age: Last year, you liked
the gifts; now, not so
much. You may yet dis-
cover something new to
appreciate. (It can be
awesome to give presents
to people we love. Crazy,
right?) So, ride the wave;
life is change. But keep
track of that little boy
inside you who once loved
presents. It’s good to re-
member all the things we
were.

Now, as for sharing your
feelings with adults, I trust
you to know the differ-
ence between a real con-
versation and small talk. If

Q: Q: I’m 12 years old, and
every adult I meet as-
sumes that I’m really ex-
cited about Christmas –
mostly, about getting
presents. But I’m not. I
used to love it when I was
little, but now I don’t
really need (or want)
anything. We aren’t reli-
gious in my family, so the
Bethlehem part seems
kind of random. When my
parents’ friends say, “I bet
you’re counting the days
till Christmas,” what
should I do? Tell the truth
and look like a freak, or
just go along with it? 

– Max
A: A: You’re not a freak,

Max! You’re a slightly cool
customer for 12, but I like
that about you. You’re just
being honest with your
feelings. It’s great that you
can tap into them. Now,
whether to share them

your mom’s friend asks
about your Christmas
excitement in the same
way she says, “You’ve
grown a foot since last
week!” just smile and nod.
(Waste of time.) But more
thoughtful adults will be
interested in your perspec-
tive. And you may feel
better once you realize
how common Christmas
ambivalence is.

IF ONLY WE’D STUCK
TO DREIDEL

Q: Q: I recently began dating
a good guy. He brought
me to his family’s Hanuk-
kah party, which was love-
ly. The problem: His fath-
er held court all night and
didn’t help his wife at all.
To make matters worse,
he ordered her around –
telling her which guests
needed what and expect-
ing her to take care of
them, which she did. As a
woman, this bothered me,
but I didn’t say anything.

I’d only met them once
before. What can I say
next time? 

– Anonymous
A: A: As tempted as I am

to daddy-bash, these peo-
ple are practically strang-
ers to you. We know next
to nothing of their dynam-
ic. So, let’s skip takedowns
of the father and focus on
helping the mother and,
more important, making
sure that your new beau
doesn’t see himself (pos-
sibly in his father’s image)
as master of all he sur-
veys.

The next time the father
cries, “Sheila, more wine,”
say, “Josh and I will get
it.” Then escort your boy-
friend to the kitchen and
see that he does. It won’t
take him long to realize
that his girlfriend will not
tolerate his mother (or any
woman) being treated as a
servant. Later, once your
relationship is more solid,
come back to me for a
primo daddy dig. I’ll start

working now so it’s partic-
ularly withering.

CHILLY
GRANDPARENTS

Q: Q: My son was just reject-
ed by his first-choice
college. (He applied
early.) We’re disappointed
but not worried: He’s a
strong candidate. But I am
concerned about telling
my parents over the holi-
days. They can be cruel.
May I tell my son that we
should keep quiet about
his rejection until we
know where he’s admit-
ted? My son is honest and
won’t think this through.
And my parents won’t
know the difference. 

– Jean
A: A: I admire your Mama

Bear impulse to protect
your cub. But this is your
son’s story to tell. I’d rath-
er he hear a cutting re-
mark (or two) from his
grandparents than suspect
that you’re ashamed of his
rejection, which your plan
may suggest. You are
probably more central to
his self-esteem than his
grandparents are.

Sit back and let your son
handle this. Don’t stack
the decks by warning your
parents or undertaking
any elaborate ruse. Think
of it as a handy test run for

when your baby bird flies
the nest in eight months
and won’t have you to
direct his flight path. (So
much fauna imagery!)

ROUGH CHAPTER AT
THE BOOK DRIVE

Q: Q: Our local hospital runs
a children’s book drive to
make sure its young pa-
tients receive holiday gifts
and to replenish the hos-
pital library. I went
through my older chil-
dren’s abandoned books
and picked out the most
gently used. I packed
them up, drove to them to
the hospital and gave
them to the woman orga-
nizing the drive. She
looked at me as if I were
donating half-eaten food.
Was it rude to donate
used books? If I could
afford it, I would have
bought new ones, but I
can’t.

– Anonymous
A: A: Your kindness re-

quires no explanation. If
the gently used books
make poor holiday gifts, in
the judgment of the sour
woman running the drive,
they will make excellent
additions to the hospital
library. Like begonias,
some people thrive on
shade.

SOCIAL Q’S

How to tell the olds you’ve
outgrown Christmas
BY PHILIP GALANES

New York Times
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Marriage proposals are
made in a variety of ways.
Some of the best ones
submitted to The New
York Times this year in-
cluded a mother-daughter
proposal in Manhattan, a
blood-chilling proposal in
the Bronx, a royal propos-
al in Washington and a
counterproposal in Cali-
fornia.

In Seattle, there was a
how-to-find-your-future-
husband’s proposal, com-
plete with instructions.
Not to be upstaged, there
were two theatrical pro-
posals, one in an empty
theater in Massachusetts
and another on a Broad-
way stage – and that was
just the half of it.

There was no shortage
of international proposals,
either. In Quebec, one
man proposed to another
man in the company of
man’s best friend, and in
Italy, one unscripted pro-
posal left a speechwriter,
well, speechless.

Here are 10 of our most
engaging stories of 2017.

1. SOPHIA TANG AND
STEVEN DELUCA

From the time Steven
DeLuca started dating
Sophia Tang in October
2015, he knew he was part
of a package deal that
included Wilhelmina,
Tang’s 7-year-old daugh-
ter, a tough, unabashedly
honest critic who had a
say in all things, including
DeLuca’s marriage pro-
posal to her mother.

Exactly a year after his
first date with Tang at
Bemelmans Bar in Man-
hattan, the couple re-
turned there – same cor-
ner table, same pianist –
and DeLuca got down on
one knee and proposed to
Tang – but he still had
some proposing to do.

Two days later, Tang
shared the good news
with Wilhelmina, and
DeLuca followed by
promptly dropping to one
knee, again, this time to
explain to Wilhelmina the
significance of an engage-
ment ring, “and how it is
really about a commit-
ment to one another,” as
he said to her. He then
surprised Wilhelmina with
a tiny ring of her own,
made of hearts and dia-
monds.

“In the same way that
the ring I gave to your
mother represents my
commitment to her,”
DeLuca said to Wilhelmi-
na, “this ring represents
my commitment to you.”

That left the outspoken
Wilhelmina with just one
question: “Are these real
diamonds?”

They were married
Sept. 9.

2. UZEZI ABUGO AND
JACOB ALDERDICE

Jacob Alderdice did not
want anyone else to know
about a secret proposal he
planned for Uzezi Abugo
back in April 2016, so he
took an old ring and a
picture of her to a jeweler.
From that, he picked out a
diamond-encrusted dou-
ble band as an engage-
ment ring he thought
would fit her.

A few days later, having
enlisted the staff at the
New York Botanical Gar-
den in the Bronx to assist
in his plan, he got down
on one knee and pro-
posed, with “Marry Me
Uzezi” spelled out in
wooden letters covered in
flowers behind him.

She said yes, but the
ring was not as accommo-
dating.

“It didn’t fully fit,”
Alderdice said. “But we
had to have the picture of
the ring in the proper
position with the flowers

in the background, so she
kind of pushed it on.”

Unbeknown to him,
Abugo’s ring finger was a
size 8½. The ring he gave
her was a 6½.

A few minutes later,
Abugo realized that the
blood had stopped flowing
to her finger, which was
turning a dark shade of
purple, and after trying
and failing to remove the
ring, they jumped into a
cab and headed for the
emergency room at Mon-
tefiore Medical Center.

“I told him, ‘If you
don’t get this ring off
soon, I’m going to lose my
entire finger,’” Abugo
said, laughing as she re-
called the incident. “I told
him, ‘I can’t marry you
without a ring finger.’”

When they arrived at
the hospital, “everyone
thought it was hilarious,”
Abugo said.

Though the ring needed
to be cut off – leaving her
with a scar now hidden by
a resized ring – Abugo’s
finger was saved, as was
the painfully amusing
memory of the day she got
engaged.

They were married June
17.

3. ARIANA AUSTIN AND
JOEL MAKONNEN

Joel Makonnen, an
actual prince who happens
to be the great-grandson
of Haile Selassie, the last
emperor of Ethiopia, and
Ariana Austin, who is of
Guyanese descent and is

the maternal grand-
daughter of a lord mayor
of Georgetown, the capital

of Guyana, were engaged
on Valentine’s Day 2014.

Their marriage had

been more than a decade
in the making when Ma-
konnen bought a princess-

cut diamond ring and
showed up at the home of
Austin’s parents with the
bauble in one hand and
balloons in another.

Perhaps a bit nervous,
he knocked too loudly,
leading Austin to think the
house was being burglar-
ized. She called her par-
ents, who were returning
home from a dinner party.

“She thought somebody
was trying to break in,”
said Bobby Austin, Aus-
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tin’s father. “And it was
just the poor guy trying to
propose to her.”

Ariana Austin eventu-
ally opened the door,
letting in her future hus-
band.

“We always seemed to
be in different cities fol-
lowing our ambitions and
dreams,” Makonnen said.
“But despite those long
separations, I felt like I
had proposed at exactly
the right moment in our
lives for us to make such a
wonderful commitment to
each other.”

Austin put less of a fairy
tale spin on getting en-
gaged to the prince. “It’s
about time,” she said.

They were married
Sept. 9.

4. MEGAN PRICHARD
AND AMANDA
RUBENSTEIN

Megan Prichard and
Amanda Rubenstein were
engaged to each other
twice, in a span of 17 days.

Rubenstein proposed
first, on Dec. 10, 2016,
sweeping Prichard off her
feet with a surprise pro-
posal on the beach in
Laguna, California, com-
plete with a gallery of
pictures of their travels
together and a guitar
player singing their favor-
ite songs. After returning
from a trip to Bali on Dec.
27, Prichard “counter-
proposed” as she put it,
surprising Rubenstein
with a treasure hunt
around their Corona del
Mar home that ended
with an engagement ring
served on a plate with
freshly baked cookies.

“It was really important
for both of us that we
proposed to each other, so
that we each had a full say
in the matter,” Prichard
said. “She’s the love of my
life, and I wanted to be
sure she wanted to marry
me, just as sure as she
needed to know that I
truly wanted to marry

her.”
They were married July

22.

5. LISA BRIDGE AND
GILAD BERENSTEIN

Lisa Bridge was sitting
at her desk in Seattle one
Saturday when she re-
ceived a card from Gilad
Berenstein that featured a
pair of matchsticks hug-
ging along with the words
“A perfect match.”

The card read: “Hey
babe, change of plans for
today. Please Uber to the
Fairmont Hotel’s Geor-
gian Room for a surprise.
Enjoy! Love, G. Please
arrive at 2 p.m.”

Her heart racing, she
got into the Uber and told
the driver, “I think I’m
getting engaged.” She
arrived at the Fairmont,
“shaking slightly,” she
said, and “expecting to
see Gilad.” Instead, she
saw her two closest
friends waving her over to
join them for tea.

She was soon handed
another card, this one
adorned with an image of
a fluffy white cat in be-
tween chocolate and gra-
ham crackers that read “I
want s’more of you!”
Inside was another note:
“Hi babe, I hope you en-
joyed the tea and stories. I
can’t wait for our next tea
adventure! Your next
surprise awaits you at
1427 5th Ave. You’ll know
it when you see it. Love,
G.”

She made her way to
that address, which
turned out to be her favor-
ite nail salon, and there
she saw two more friends
who had flown in from
Dallas. As they chatted,
Bridge was FaceTimed by
yet another close friend
who shared a few memo-
ries. As tears streamed
down her cheeks, she was
given yet another card:
“Congratulations for be-
ing sexy and intelligent at
the same time.”

That card also recalled
the night Bridge helped
Berenstein celebrate his
30th birthday at a nearby
favorite restaurant, where
she found two more girl-
friends, who had flown in
from Los Angeles.

Bridge was soon handed
a final card that read:
“You are my bucket list.”

The card instructed her
to return to the bar where
she and Berenstein had
their first date. Once
there, she found him hold-
ing two glasses of Cham-
pagne. He escorted her to
a private room with Frank
Sinatra songs playing in
the background and red
roses set on a table for
two.

“He looked at me with
tears in his eyes,” Bridge
said. “He told me how
much he loved me and
that he wanted to spend
his life with me.”

With no more instruc-
tions needed, Berenstein
dropped to one knee and
proposed.

They were married Oct.
7.

6. DR. DANIELLE SALY
AND DR. MICHAEL
FLAHERTY

In June 2016, four years
after meeting at Baystate
Medical Center in Spring-
field, Massachusetts –
where the groom was
completing his intern year
and the bride her third-
year medical school rota-
tion in pediatrics – Mi-
chael Flaherty invited
Danielle Saly to a purport-
ed screening of an inde-
pendent film at the Re-
gent Theater in Arlington.

Unbeknown to her, he
had actually rented the
theater just for the two of
them to show a 30-minute
video he had created of
friends and family talking
about their relationship.

The owner of the thea-
ter, who pretended to be
an usher, said to the cou-
ple: “Business is really
tough, it’s hard being an
independent theater, but
we actually have two oth-
er people coming, so you
guys go ahead.”

Just before the movie
started, Flaherty excused
himself, but Saly was still
alone when it began. She
knew something was in
the works when an R rat-
ing – “for romance” –
appeared on the screen.
Then came the movie’s
title, “The Making of the
Flalys,” a combination of
their surnames, and soon
after came a parade of
family and friends on
screen, including a cameo
by her grandparents, who
live in Israel.

“I was completely over-
come with emotion,
laughing one minute,
crying the next,” Saly
said. “It was unreal.”

As the final credits
rolled, Flaherty was back
in the picture, dropping to
one knee to propose.

They were married Nov.
4.

7. LEAH MICHALOS AND
RACHEL PITKIN

Leah Michalos and
Rachel Pitkin also took
turns proposing to each
other, albeit with a height-
ened sense of drama.

Michalos, a theater
director, decided to make
her pitch on the stage of
“Hamilton,” because
Pitkin, a history teacher,
had a special affinity for
the musical.

Michalos enlisted the
help of a colleague who
worked with Lin-Manuel
Miranda, the creator of
“Hamilton,” and when the
time came for the event,
Miranda led Michalos and
Pitkin through the back-
stage of the set. Then,
Pitkin recalled, Miranda
discreetly left them alone
on center stage after giv-
ing a brief description of

Alexander Hamilton’s
marriage proposal to Eliza
Schuyler.

“I did not get down on
one knee,” Michalos said.
“I could not for the life of
me remember what I
actually said – my heart
was coming out of my
mouth and pounding in
my chest.”

After the couple left the
Richard Rodgers Theater,
they had a glass of Cham-
pagne in a Times Square
boîte, and then Pitkin,
rather than going to the
restaurant that Michalos
had reserved for their
engagement dinner, in-
sisted that the two set off
on a different route.

As they neared the
Walter Kerr Theater, Mi-
chalos turned to Pitkin
and said: “I don’t know if
you know this, but the
Walter Kerr, that is the
night I first realized I
loved you.”

They proceeded about
20 feet farther down the
sidewalk and there, in
chalk that had only partly
been obliterated by rain,
Pitkin had inscribed al-
most exactly the same
words Michalos had just
uttered: “This is where I
knew I loved you.”

And, having not known
that Michalos’ proposal
would precede it, she’d
added her own: “Will you
marry me?”

They were married
Sept. 16

8. CHARLES BENTLEY
AND DRAKE CARDEN

When Charles Bentley
proposed to Drake Carden
in May 2016, he brought
along a 3-year-old named
Al who carried the ring,
which was attached to his
bow tie. Al was neither a
family member nor family
friend. He was, in fact, a
terrier mix, the couple’s
dog.

“Yes, our dog was wear-
ing a bow tie,” Bentley
said. “Yes, this is ridicu-
lous.”

As it turned out, Bentley
had beaten Carden to the
proposal punch.

“I had planned to pro-

pose at the end of the
summer,” Carden said.
“We were taking a vaca-
tion at the beginning of
August in Central Europe,
so I was hoping to do it
there. He really did just
beat me to it.”

As for Bentley, he never
let on that a proposal was
in the works.

“I thought he might be
plotting something with
this romantic weekend
away, but he was very
calm the entire day,”
Carden said. “He takes a
lot of pictures, so it wasn’t
that odd that he set up a
tripod to take a photo of
us on a timer, so I didn’t
think he had anything up
his sleeve.”

If only he had searched
Al’s bow tie.

They were married May
13.

9. YJ FISCHER AND
DANIEL SCHWERIN

In September 2017,
Daniel Schwerin, who was
the director of speech-
writing for Hillary Clin-
ton’s 2016 campaign,
finished helping Clinton
with her new memoir,
“What Happened.” The
day after the book was
published, he and YJ
Fischer left for a vacation
in Italy.

Not usually an avid
social planner, Fischer
insisted on choreograph-
ing their first full day in
Rome. She decided to
string together several
romantic events – a picnic
in the Villa Borghese gar-
dens, a Rossini concert in
an old church and dinner
in a charming neighbor-
hood trattoria in Trastev-
ere – so there would be a
few opportunities to pro-
pose.

No moment seemed
quite right until the end of
the night. After a full day
and a delicious dinner,
she pulled Schwerin into a
narrow cobblestone side
street in Trastevere and
got down on one knee.
“Will you marry me?” she
asked in a bit of a role
reversal, rendering the
speechwriter momentarily
speechless. It took him a
minute to realize what
was going on, but then he
laughed and said yes.

They were married Nov.
24.

10. MANSI SNEHAL
KOTHARI AND SUSHIL
RAJA ATMAKURI

In December 2015, the
couple visited Central
Park and stopped at a
bench behind the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art
that Sushil Raja Atmaku-
ri’s family had donated in
honor of his grandparents
– and by virtue of what
they both called “a double
proposal,” they became
engaged there.

A small crowd gathered
when Atmakuri, a gold
wedding band in hand,
went to one knee to pop
the question, but the
crowd grew considerably
larger, and noisier, when
Mansi Snehal Kothari,
also holding a gold wed-
ding band, took a knee of
her own and returned the
favor.

“At that point, people
started coming over won-
dering what was going
on,” Atmakuri said. “We
are firm believers in gen-
der equality, and I really
feel that there is a gender
imbalance when it comes
to traditional wedding
proposals, where the guy
also asks the girl if she
wants to marry him.

“But I have so much
respect for Mansi, I felt
she had the right to ask
me the same question.
Fortunately, we both had
the same answer.”

They were married May
29.
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In A.D. 336, the first
known commemoration of
Christmas on Dec. 25 took
place in Rome. 

In 1066, William the
Conqueror was crowned
King of England.

In 1776, Gen. George
Washington and his
troops crossed the Dela-
ware River for a surprise
attack against Hessian
forces at Trenton, New
Jersey, during the Amer-
ican Revolutionary War. 

In 1818, “Silent Night
(Stille Nacht)” was public-
ly performed for the first
time during the Christmas
Midnight Mass at the
Church of St. Nikolaus in
Oberndorf, Austria. 

In 1926, Hirohito be-
came emperor of Japan,
succeeding his father,
Emperor Yoshihito. 

In 1931, New York’s
Metropolitan Opera
broadcast an entire live
opera over radio for the
first time: “Hansel and
Gretel” by Engelbert
Humperdinck. 

In 1940, the Rodgers &
Hart musical “Pal Joey”
opened on Broadway,
beginning a run of 374
performances. 

In 1946, comedian W.C.
Fields died in Pasadena,
California, at age 66.

In 1961, Pope John
XXIII formally announced
the upcoming convocation
of the Second Vatican
Council, which opened in
Oct. 1962. 

In 1977, comedian Sir
Charles Chaplin died in

Switzerland at age 88. 
In 1989, ousted Roma-

nian President Nicolae
Ceausescu and his wife,
Elena, were executed
following a popular upris-
ing. Former baseball man-
ager Billy Martin, 61, died
in a traffic accident near
Binghamton, New York. 

In 1991, Soviet Presi-
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev
went on television to an-
nounce his resignation as
the eighth and final leader
of a communist super-
power that had already
gone out of existence. 

In 2006, James Brown,
the “Godfather of Soul,”
died in Atlanta at age 73.

In 2007, a tiger at the
San Francisco Zoo escap-
ed her enclosure and
killed a park visitor; two
brothers also were
mauled, but survived.
(The tiger was killed by
police.) Russia’s military
successfully test-fired a
new intercontinental bal-
listic missile capable of
carrying multiple nuclear
warheads. 

In 2012, in his Christ-
mas message to the world,
Pope Benedict XVI called
for an end to the slaughter
in Syria and for more
meaningful negotiations
between Israelis and Pal-
estinians, while encourag-
ing more religious free-
dom under China’s new
leaders. Chicago mobster
Frank Calabrese Sr., 75,
died at a federal prison in
North Carolina. 

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

TODAY’S HISTORY

“IT IS CHRISTMAS EVERY TIME YOU
LET GOD LOVE OTHERS THROUGH
YOU ... YES, IT IS CHRISTMAS EV-
ERY TIME YOU SMILE AT YOUR
BROTHER AND OFFER HIM YOUR
HAND.”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)

TODAY’S THOUGHT

Actor Dick Miller is 89. Author Anne Roiphe is 82. Ac-
tress Hanna Schygulla is 74. Rhythm-and-blues singer
John Edwards (The Spinners) is 73. Actor Gary Sandy is
72. Singer Jimmy Buffett is 71. Pro and College Football
Hall-of-Famer Larry Csonka is 71. Country singer Barba-
ra Mandrell is 69. Actress Sissy Spacek is 68. Former
White House adviser Karl Rove is 67. Actress CCH Poun-
der is 65. Singer Annie Lennox is 63. Reggae singer-
musician Robin Campbell (UB40) is 63. Country singer
Steve Wariner is 63. Singer Shane MacGowan (The
Pogues, The Popes) is 60. Baseball Hall of Famer Rickey
Henderson is 59. The former Chair of the Council of
Economic Advisers, Christina Romer, is 59. Actress Klea
Scott is 49. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is
46. Rock musician Noel Hogan (The Cranberries) is 46.
Singer Dido is 46. Rock singer Mac Powell (Third Day) is
45. Rhythm-and-blues singer Ryan Shaw is 37. Country
singer Alecia Elliott is 35. Pop singers Jess and Lisa
Origliasso (The Veronicas) are 33. Rock singer-musician
Lukas Nelson (Lukas Nelson & Promise of the Real) is 29.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
‘LAST JEDI’ STILL
DOMINATING THE
MOVIE GALAXY

“Star Wars: The Last
Jedi” is continuing its
dominance over the movie
galaxy as expected, out-
pacing three new releases.
Studio estimates Sunday
show the eighth install-
ment in the space saga
added another $69 mil-
lion to its coffers over the
weekend. 

The adventure caper
“Jumanji: Welcome to the
Jungle” debuted in second
place with $34 million.
Two new musicals fol-

lowed, with “Pitch Perfect
3” opening in third place
and “The Greatest Show-
man” debuting in fourth. 

These three new films
collectively earned less
than “The Last Jedi” since
opening on Friday. 

The animated tale “Fer-
dinand” claimed the fifth
spot, taking in $7 million
in its second weekend in
theaters. 

Final box office figures
will be released Tuesday. 

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘REAL HOUSEWIVES’
STAR ARRESTED 
IN FLORIDA

A star of the reality

television
series “The
Real
Housewives
of New
York City”
has been
arrested in
Florida. 

Palm
Beach County court re-
cords show 52-year-old
Luann de Lesseps was
booked into jail Sunday on
charges of battery on a
law enforcement officer,
resisting arrest with vio-
lence, disorderly intoxica-
tion and corruption by
threat. 

The Palm Bach Post

reported Judge Ted Boo-
ras ordered de Lesseps
released without bond. 

The circumstances of de
Lesseps’ arrest late Sat-
urday in Palm Beach were
not immediately available
in court records. Messages
left Sunday morning for a
Palm Beach Police spokes-
man were not immediate-
ly returned. 

The newspaper reported
that a prosecutor said de
Lesseps slammed a door
and kicked at least one
police officer, and she
made threatening com-
ments before she was
arrested. 

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

PEOPLE

Luann de
Lesseps

FRESNO, CALIF.

As a group of homeless
children open a pile of
donated presents, a
stream of tears flow down
14-year-old Armando
Ibarra’s face. Armando
hasn’t opened his yet as
the others – about 20
children who live in a
string of motels along
Highway 99 in Fresno –
tear into large, brightly
colored packages that
make the room buzz with
excitement.

This scene at Tree of
Life Café & Bakery in
downtown Fresno is so
different from their every-
day realities of living on a
strip of Parkway Drive
known infamously as
Motel Drive.

“It kinda sucks,” Ar-
mando says, trying to
explain his tears, “cuz
some of the motels are
nasty and infested and
have rats and stuff. I have
rats, but it’s not that
much. Cockroaches, spi-
ders and all that stuff – it’s
just disgusting. Especially
sometimes their sheets
are not that clean and all
that. Sometimes they get
sick. Especially around
where they live, there’s a
lot of dirty people, like
drug addicts, homeless.”

Armando has a home,
but he can relate to the
children’s plight. His
grandfather and mother
were homeless for a short
time. He lives near the
motels and has befriended
many of the children liv-
ing there. Armando says
he wants to do more to
help but that he’s just a
kid.

Fortunately there’s an
adult who is helping. His
name is Richard Burrell,
and he’s a former Fresno
gang member who grew
up in the motels where the
children he helps now
live. He started a non-
profit, Live Again Fresno,
that provides free meals,

after-school mentoring,
and community field trips
for the children on Park-
way Drive.

FROM GANG MEMBER
TO GIVER

“I grew up experiencing
a lot of the stuff that goes
on in that neighborhood,”
Burrell says, “very broken
family, very abusive in
different ways – sexually
and physically abusive
home. I found my unity,
my sense of value, in the
gang and was involved in
the Fresno Bulldog gang
for close to 20 years.”

Burrell also became a
father.

“This light and this love
and this goodness was
coming from my kids,” he
says, “and it started to stir
up stuff in me, like, ‘Will I
ever have that?’ Or, ‘Can I
be a loving father? Can I
be a good husband?’ ”

Trying to answer those
questions, he says, felt like
someone asking him to
speak Italian when he’d
never learned how. 

“I didn’t know what a
good father was. I had
never experienced that. …
The feelings that came
along with that – I just
started drinking. I started
drinking a lot.”

He combated addiction
by admitting himself into
a rehabilitation program,
where he got sober and
says he had a spiritual
awakening. Not long after,

he faced a new challenge
when doctors discovered
tumors in his intestines.

Thinking he was going
to die while crying on his
couch one desperate
night, he prayed that God
would give him something
positive to do in the
meantime. Burrell says he
was then led to the Fresno
motels in 2011, where he
saw children playing kick-
ball in a parking lot with
drug dealers and prosti-
tutes. It saddened and
startled him.

“I didn’t feel qualified
to preach the Gospel to
these kids or really teach
them anything, but I have
children – I know children
need to eat. So we started
an after school lunch
program out of the trunk
of our car.”

He says more than half
of approximately 50 chil-
dren that he and his wife,
Roxanne, met there six
years ago still live in the
motels. 

“This is one thing that
people don’t know: They
don’t know that these kids
even exist in motels. …
When we drive down the
99, we just don’t imagine
that this could happen in
our country, in our city, in
our backyard. To know
that there are that many
children who are home-
less that live in our city –
on one street.”

‘IT’S REALLY HARD. 
I HATE IT.’

Sabrina Portillo and her
five children are among
the many Burrell is help-
ing. The Christmas party
at Tree of Life on Tuesday
was the first time the
family of six had eaten
together at a restaurant.

Portillo has been living
in one of the Parkway
Drive motels for nearly a
year with her three young-
est children – ages 4, 6
and 7. They share a small
room with one king-sized
bed. Portillo moved into
the motel after leaving an
abusive relationship and
staying a month at the
Marjaree Mason Center
shelter for victims of do-
mestic violence.

Portillo hates it at the
motel but says it’s better
than “being hit and treat-
ed like crap every day.”

“And my kids seen that
– I have three girls and
two boys,” she says. “I
don’t want my kids to
think that’s a healthy
relationship. It’s not.”

Her rent at the motel –

$655 a month – exceeds
her income of $557. She
uses coupons to buy prod-
ucts like shampoo and
conditioner at discounted
prices and resells them for
more money to pay the
rest of the rent. Working
is hard since she was diag-
nosed with congestive
heart failure and stage-
three kidney failure.

“So ultimately the doc-
tors told me I’m dying. I
don’t want to die in that
motel. I don’t want to be
stuck with my family out
there.”

Her 7-year-old son Mark
doesn’t like living in the
motel, either.

“I don’t like it because
we don’t have that much
food and stuff,” Mark
says.

He’d like to live in a
house because it would
“gotta’ lotta’ room for our
stuff.”

“We have a bunch of
clothes that we have to
put in a pile.”

Things aren’t better for
Mark at school.

“Something bad at
school: people bully me,”
Mark says. “They call me
names. They call me fat.”

Portillo is grateful for
what Burrell is doing to
help her family.

“He has been a positive
male role model. There is
no positive male role
models out at those mo-
tels. It’s awesome to have
an outlet.”

‘IT’S ALWAYS US’
On Wednesdays, Burrell

and Live Again Fresno
volunteers help the chil-
dren with homework and
offer informal counseling,
and on Fridays, they go
play in the park. They also
go on trips to bowling
alleys, Fresno Chaffee
Zoo, restaurants, and
Bulldog Stadium for Fres-
no State football games.

Burrell says the children
are our future leaders and
“we’re going to do every-
thing in our power” to
make them positive ones.

At the Christmas party,
Burrell makes a speech to
the children as “Christ-
mas Time Is Here” from
“A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas” plays in the back-
ground.

“It’s never you guys on
your own,” he says, “it’s
always us, because it’s
family, right?”

Then he leads a prayer
where he thanks God for
placing people within their
lives that “add to the
value of it.”

“That adds to laughter,
that adds to love, that
adds to family, father
God. Lord, I know that
each of the individual
parts here are kind of like
a mosaic. All these differ-
ent pieces of light and
love and laughter and
goodness coming together
to create this bigger pic-
ture, this whole picture.”

Carmen George:
559-441-6386,
@CarmenGeorge

CRAIG KOHLRUSS ckohlruss@fresnobee.com

Leiland Calderon-Henson, 9, smiles while looking at a
large present given to him during an end-of-the-year
celebration Tuesday put on by Live Again Fresno, a
nonprofit that provides assistance to children living in
motel housing.

Forgotten kids have
champ in former
gang member
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Richard Burrell, founding director of Live Again Fresno,
plays with 1-year-old SueZanna Henson. He aims to help
children living in motels along Parkway Drive in Fresno.

Kansas City’s Secret
Santa is at it again, this
time focusing his annual
good cheer on Kansas’
capital city. 

A reporter for the Kan-
sas City Star tagged along
recently as Secret Santa
followed his long tradition
of handing out $100 bills
to strangers in Topeka
places where the hurting
and downtrodden gather,
including a shelter and
thrift store. 

At each stop, the arrival
of Santa and his “elves”
was met with quizzical
stares. By the time they
left, there were tears of
joy and shouts of “praise
Jesus.” 

Local police and Kansas

Attorney General Derek
Schmidt accompanied the
Secret Santa. 

“This is such a heart-
warming experience,”
Schmidt said. 

The Secret Santa tradi-
tion began years ago with
a man named Larry Stew-
art. Stewart was touched
by a stranger’s kindness at
his lowest point. He later
became wealthy and de-
cided to share his good
fortune with strangers. 

When Stewart was dy-
ing of cancer, he asked
the current Santa to carry
on the mission. He has
done so for 11 years. 

Today’s Santa has al-
ways remembered what
Stewart said on his death
bed: “I wish I could have
helped more people.” 

The current Santa in-
sists on anonymity. 

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Secret Santa
hands out $100
bills to strangers




